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Landmarks for Sustainability is a high-impact, quick-reference guide to many of the most
critical events and initiatives that have shaped our world, and the sustainable development
agenda, over the past 20 years and more. These include high-profile historic events – such as
the Exxon Valdez oil spill, the Rio Earth Summit, the anti-globalisation protests in Seattle and
Genoa and the collapse of Enron – as well as more subtle but no less important developments,
such as trends in fairtrade, ethical codes and sustainable investment. By shining a spotlight on
these and other landmark events and initiatives, the book draws into sharp relief the most
significant social and environmental challenges of our time – from climate change and the state
of the planet to poverty and corruption. Equally importantly, however, more than half of the
book is dedicated to constructive global responses, such as the boom in clean technology, the
role of the World Economic and World Social Forums, and the growth of ISO 14001 and
SA8000 standards. Each of the 20 chapters follows a similar easy-access full-colour design,
with inspiring quotations, compelling photographs, a timeline of associated events, a narrative
description of trends, and spotlight features of specific initiatives or events, including charts,
factboxes and suggestions for further reading and websites. Also included is the world's most
comprehensive sustainability timeline, listing and dating 190 key sustainability-related events
and initiatives that occurred between 1919 and 2008. All these features combine to make the
book an essential and highly accessible resource for managers, teachers, students,
government officials, consultants and activists alike. For the first time, these crucial change
agents will have a single-source reference book, which is not only packed with useful facts and
figures, but is also fascinating to look at and full of inspirational material.
What steps must be taken to keep within the boundary of the planet's carrying capacity? What
are the strategies that governments can pursue to reduce population growth and energy
consumption and to preserve and increase the supply of fresh water and energy resources?
Natural Resources and Sustainable Development explores the impact that over-consumption
has had on natural resources as well as possible alternative strategies in the U.S., China,
India, Germany, and Brazil.
While there have been numerous books and articles written on the popular topic of
microfinance , few books have been written on the business model behind it: the
microenterprise . Due to its diversity of thought and high quality of chapter contributions, this
book is poised to be the book on microenterprises . Contemporary Microenterprise is a collage
of the latest research and viewpoints on the subject by recognized academics and experts
from around the globe. Through the confluence of diverse and profound voices from around
the world, very small (micro) businesses have proven to be the most prevalent and fastestgrowing business form, and a suitable model for enterprise survival and success in a
challenging global economy. Joseph Mark Munoz has brought together an international cast of
contributors, and draws insights from concepts and cases from locations such as Vietnam, the
United States, Latin America and Africa. The chapters include conceptual frameworks and
research that yield valuable lessons and practical business solutions. The broad scope of this
compendium, coupled with its careful attention to detail, will be of critical value to business
students and their professors, industry executives, government officials, policymakers,
consultants and entrepreneurs.
Afro-Eurasia: Assessing Sustainability focuses on the geographic area where humans
originated and first began to make use of the natural world - Earth's largest landmass,
stretching from Portugal in the west across the steppes of Russia and south across Africa to
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the Cape
of Good Hope. By examining the history of human expansion, as well as 21st century
pressures to address ecosystem damage across the region, international scholars and regional
experts weave sustainability into core curricular subjects. The interdisciplinary coverage
includes national and regional environmental histories, as well as business and commerce,
migration, educational institutions, law and government, and the lifestyles of diverse
populations.
A Path of Our Own tells the story of Pomatambo, a village in one of the poorest parts of Peru’s
highlands. Adam Webb brings to life the experiences of three generations of these humble
peasants as they have been confronted by the modern world and tried to find a place in it.
Through a land reform, a bloody Maoist insurgency, and the economic turbulence of more
recent years, Pomatambo has looked for a way to break out of dire poverty while staying true
to its own values and identity. But this is much more than the story of one village.
Pomatambo’s tale of hard times mirrors how traditional communities all over the world have
been ill served by the dominant ideologies of the twentieth century. Webb’s poignant and
insightful narrative demonstrates that the governments and movements of both right and left
have not only failed to deliver for the rural poor, but also have assaulted much that they hold
dear. He maps out a vision of how traditional communities like Pomatambo can reclaim the
future rather than surrender to others’ plans for them. And he imagines an economy of values
that at last could bring a just and decent prosperity to the countryside of the global South—and
elsewhere.
Social stratification is the grouping of people based on income, wealth, political influence and
other characteristics. Widely recognized categories such as upper, middle and lower class
reflect the presence of social stratification in all societies. Inequality refers to the inevitable
disparities in people's positions in this structure. The research presented in this book ranges
from studies of income and wealth disparities to analyses of the nature of the class system.
This textbook reflects a hybrid approach to studying stratification. It addresses the knowledge
accumulated by stratification scholars and challenges students to apply this information to their
social world. The authors include a wide range of topics and provide current research to round
out their discussions. Each chapter includes a list of key concepts, questions for thought,
suggested exercises and multimedia resources.
Believing that charity inadvertently legitimates social inequality and fosters dependence, many
international development organizations have increasingly sought to replace material aid with
efforts to build self-reliance and local institutions. But in some cultures—like those in rural
Uganda, where Having People, Having Heart takes place—people see this shift not as an effort
toward empowerment but as a suspect refusal to redistribute wealth. Exploring this conflict,
China Scherz balances the negative assessments of charity that have led to this shift with the
viewpoints of those who actually receive aid. Through detailed studies of two different orphan
support organizations in Uganda, Scherz shows how many Ugandans view material forms of
Catholic charity as deeply intertwined with their own ethics of care and exchange. With a
detailed examination of this overlooked relationship in hand, she reassesses the generally
assumed paradox of material aid as both promising independence and preventing it. The result
is a sophisticated demonstration of the powerful role that anthropological concepts of
exchange, value, personhood, and religion play in the politics of international aid and
development.
In this work, Caroline Shenaz Hossein explores the politics, histories and social prejudices that
have shaped the legacy of microbanking in Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica and Trinidad.

Articles included in volume explore the issue of poverty around the world, as well
as the impact of the global recession on poverty-related issues. Topics covered
include poverty's rise and decline in specific countries, such as China, South
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Asia, Latin America, and the United States. Readers will explore the causes of
poverty around the world, and the efforts to end poverty, from foreign aid to rapid
growth.
The church of Jesus Christ finds itself at a very unique moment in history. The
average Christian living in the “economically advanced countries” enjoys a level
of prosperity that has been unimaginable for most of human history. At the same
time, over 2.5 billion people in the Majority World (Africa, Asia, and Latin
America) live on less than $2 per day, with many of these people being
Christians. Ironically, it is amongst the “least of these” in the Global South that
the global church is experiencing the most rapid growth. All of this raises
profound challenges to the global church. How can churches and missionaries in
the Majority World effectively address the devastating poverty both inside their
congregations and just outside their doors? How can churches in the
economically advanced countries effectively partner with Global South churches
in this process? The very integrity of the global church’s testimony is at stake, for
where God’s people reside, there should be no poverty (Deuteronomy 15:4; Acts
4:34). For the past several decades, microfinance (MF) and microenterprise
development (MED) have been the leading approaches to poverty alleviation.
MF/MED is a set of interventions that allow households to better manage their
finances and start small businesses. From remote churches in rural Africa to the
short-term missions programs of mega-churches in the United States, churches
and missionaries have taken the plunge into MF/MED, trying to emulate the
apparent success of large-scale relief and development organizations.
Unfortunately, most churches and missionaries find this to be far more difficult
than they had imagined. Repayment rates on loans are low and churches
typically end up with struggling programs that require ongoing financial subsidies.
Everybody gets hurt in the process: donors, relief and development agencies,
churches and missionaries, and--most importantly—the poor people themselves.
This book explains the basic principles for successfully utilizing microfinance in
ministry. Drawing on best practice research and their own pioneering work with
the Chalmers Center, Brian Fikkert and Russell Mask chart a path for churches
and missionaries to pursue, a path that minimizes the risks of harm, relies on
local resources, and enables missionaries and churches to minister in powerful
ways to the spiritual and economic needs of some of the poorest people on the
planet. The insights of microfinance can play a tremendous role in helping to
stabilize poor households, removing them from the brink of disaster and enabling
them to make the changes that are conducive to long-term progress. Moreover,
when combined with evangelism and discipleship, a church-centered
microfinance program can be a powerful tool for holistic ministry—one that is
empowering for the poor and devoid of the dependencies plaguing most
relationships between churches in economically advanced countries and
churches in poor nations.
A Billion Bootstraps unearths the roots of the microcredit revolution, revealing
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how the pioneering work of people such as Dr. Muhammad Yunus-winner of the
2006 Nobel Peace Prize-is giving hope to billions. Philanthropist and self-made
millionaire Phil Smith and microcredit expert and consultant Eric Thurman
provide a riveting narrative that explores how these small loans, arranged by
barefoot bankers, enable impoverished people to start small businesses, support
their families, and improve local economies. By paying back their loans instead of
simply accepting handouts, men and women around the world are continually
giving others the same opportunity to change their futures.
A unique two-volume examination of the progress women have made in
achieving political equality, Women and Politics around the World addresses both
transnational and gender-related issues as well as specific conditions in more
than 20 countries. * Topical essays on a broad range of gender-related policy
issues, written by international scholars * Focused explorations of women's
political and economic progress in more than 20 individual countries * More than
70 photographs of both elected officials and women from all walks of life in
countries around the world * More than 50 tables and charts presenting relevant
data * Approximately 20 sidebars with additional in-depth coverage of important
policy trends and events
This study examines neoliberal strategies of governmentality in India. The author
analyzes the effects of globalization and how women's subjectivities are shaped
in a variety of sociopolitical contexts.
This guidebook is designed to help U.S. Army personnel more effectively use
economic assistance to support economic and infrastructure development. It
should help tactical commanders choose and implement more effective programs
and projects in their areas of responsibility and better understand the economic
context of their efforts. It also provides suggestions on what to and what not to
do, with examples from current and past operations.
Strategic Sustainability examines how organizations can implement
environmental sustainability science, theories, and ways of thinking to become
more competitive. Including examples and ideas implemented in various
countries, it is based on known scientific principles about the natural world and
organizational principles focusing on the work domain. The intersection of these
two realms of research creates a powerful and new approach to comprehensive,
seemingly contradictory issues. Daniel S. Fogel draws from disparate fields and
creates a story about organizations, their future and how people are part of the
problem and, more importantly, part of the solution. Readers will find ways to
take action to improve organizations and avoid denigrating our natural
environment, learning to be mindful of the urgency we should feel to improve our
impact on the world. The focus on the natural environment provides a powerful
focus for creating value in organizations and addressing the major challenges we
all face. Advanced sustainability students, working professionals and board
members, managers and legislators responsible for governing organizations or
implementing public policy will find this book useful. A companion website
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features an instructor’s manual with test questions, as well as 38, 10-minute
videos for classroom use.
At a time of potentially radical changes in the ways in which humans interact with
their environments - through financial, environmental and/or social crises - the
raison d'être of spatial planning faces significant conceptual and empirical
challenges. This Companion presents a multidimensional collection of critical
narratives of conceptual challenges for spatial planning. The authors draw on
various disciplinary traditions and theoretical frames to explore different ways of
conceptualising spatial planning and the challenges it faces. Through
problematising planning itself, the values which underpin planning and theorypractice relations, contributions make visible the limits of established planning
theories and illustrate how, by thinking about new issues, or about issues in new
ways, spatial planning might be advanced both theoretically and practically.
There cannot be definitive answers to the conceptual challenges posed, but the
authors in this collection provoke critical questions and debates over important
issues for spatial planning and its future. A key question is not so much what
planning theory is, but what might planning theory do in times of uncertainty and
complexity. An underlying rationale is that planning theory and practice are
intrinsically connected. The Companion is presented in three linked parts: issues
which arise from an interactive understanding of the relations between planning
ideas and the political-institutional contexts in which such ideas are put to work;
key concepts in current theorising from mainly poststructuralist perspectives and
what discussion on complexity may offer planning theory and practice.
This guidebook is a collection of stories of African development projects that
have transformed the lives of individuals and communities through collaborative
partnerships. Through the study of these successful collaborations, readers will
learn to: Engage in capacity-building for collective problem-solving at the
community level. Work collaboratively for women's empowerment. Mobilize
culturally diverse communities to plan, implement, and evaluate sustainable
community development. Build meaningful collaborations among university and
grassroots partners. Maximize volunteer skills and match them to community
needs. The Women's Global Connection (WGC;
www.womensglobalconnection.org) embarked on this journey of cross-cultural
engagement and capacity-building with one intention, grounded on three pillars:
Local ownership demanded individual and community involvement and buy-in.
Social empowerment required that each of our endeavors resulted in the local
community's capacity to share the knowledge and replicate the training that was
offered. The promise of sustainability curbed our efforts to engage only in
projects that held the hope of long-term sustainability by the community itself.
Years of collaboration among the women's cooperatives, WGC, a private
Catholic university, and countless volunteers has demonstrated the unbounded
potential of reaching across boundaries and barriers to build a more responsible
sense of global citizenship in today's inequitable world society."
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A bold manifesto by two business leaders, A Billion Bootstraps shows why
microcredit is the world's most powerful poverty-fighting movement-and an
unbeatable investment for your charitable donations. A Billion Bootstraps
unearths the roots of the microcredit revolution, revealing how the pioneering
work of people such as Dr. Muhammad Yunus-winner of the 2006 Nobel Peace
Prize-is giving hope to billions. Philanthropist and self-made millionaire Phil Smith
and microcredit expert and consultant Eric Thurman provide a riveting narrative
that explores how these small loans, arranged by “barefoot bankers,” enable
impoverished people to start small businesses, support their families, and
improve local economies. By paying back their loans instead of simply accepting
handouts, men and women around the world are continually giving others the
same opportunity to change their futures. Smith and Thurman also examine why
traditional charity programs, while providing short-term relief, often perpetuate the
problems they are trying to alleviate, and how applying investment principles to
philanthropy is the key to reversing poverty permanently. A Billion Bootstraps
explains how ordinary people can accelerate the microcredit movement by
investing charitable donations in specific programs and then leveraging those
contributions so the net cost to lift one person out of poverty is remarkably low.
You'll discover how to get more for your money by donating with the mind-set of
an investor and calculating measurable returns-returns that will change lives and
societies forever.
Walking through social development’s key theoretical principles and practice
strategies, this book shows how it promotes peoples’ wellbeing not only in the
Global South, where it first emerged, but in the Western countries as well. It
covers: Definitions and an historical evolution of social development Key
theoretical debates around social well-being, human rights and social justice
Social development practice such as human capital interventions, community
development and cooperatives, asset building, employment creation policies and
programmes, microenterprises and social planning among others Future
challenges; global poverty, international aid and trade, and global inequality,
conflict and injustice. Complete with international examples drawn from around
the world, Social Development: Theory and Practice demonstrates how social
development theory translates into practical application. This book is essential
reading for students in development studies, social policy, public administration
and social work, and for policymakers and development practitioners
everywhere. James Midgley is the Harry and Riva Specht Professor of Public
Social Services at the School of Social Welfare, University of California,
Berkeley.
The Credibility of Microcredit offers an objective assessment of microfinance
worldwide by way of interdisciplinary research. It features works from leading
researchers in the field of microfinance, as well as new names, employing a
variety of methods and theoretical approaches.
After almost forty years of development aid most commentators agree that aid as
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we know it has not worked. Aid fatigue is suffered on both the donor and recipient
sides, with a wide divergence between those who call for a radical overhaul of aid
delivery methods, those who advocate a complete end to development aid and
those who continually demand significant increases in aid flows. David Fee
provides a refreshing, insightful and comprehensive analysis of how an exit may
actually be possible - drawing on real experience and as such supplying a simple
summary of recommended policy steps. The author thoroughly reviews aid for
trade, regional integration and microfinance and a host of other solutions that
have been proposed - arguing that an exit strategy for both donors and the least
developed countries will have to consider the optimal combination of these
specific initiatives to best satisfy the necessity of development and at the same
time solve the problems of conventional aid.
Short-listed for the 2010 National Business Book Award Renowned author and
journalist Sheila McLeod Arnopoulos uses her talent for investigative reporting to
take us deep into the poorest villages in India. Yet, far from being passive victims
of their circumstances, the women who live there have joined forces and are
making astute use of microcredit to break the cycle of poverty. Microcredit was
made famous by Bangladeshi economist Muhammad Yunus and consists of very
small loans made primarily to women for the production of essential commodities
or to start small businesses. Basing the book on a number of trips to India
between 2001 and 2008, Arnopoulos shows her sense of solidarity and desire for
authenticity by sharing the daily life of these villagers. The first-person account of
her extensive travels focuses primarily on these women’s inspiring success
stories. After witnessing many such situations first-hand, she believes that these
villages have a potential strength equal to that of the modern, high-tech cities in
India.
Since its emergence in the 1970s, microfinance has risen to become one of the
most high-profile policies to address poverty in developing and transition
countries. It is beloved of rock stars, movie stars, royalty, high-profile politicians
and ‘troubleshooting’ economists. In this provocative and controversial analysis,
Milford Bateman reveals that microfinance doesn’t actually work. In fact, the
case for it has been largely built on hype, on egregious half-truths and – latterly –
on the Wall Street-style greed of those promoting and working in microfinance.
Using a multitude of case studies, from India to Cambodia, Bolivia to Uganda,
Serbia to Mexico, Bateman demonstrates that microfi nance actually constitutes
a major barrier to sustainable economic and social development, and thus also to
sustainable poverty reduction. As developing and transition countries attempt to
repair the devastation wrought by the global financial crisis, Why Doesn’t
Microfinance Work? argues forcefully that the role of microfinance in
development policy urgently needs to be reconsidered.
Microcredit has been seen in recent decades as having great potential for aiding
development in poor developing countries, with Bangladesh being one of the
countries which has pioneered microcredit and implemented it most widely. This
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book, based on extensive original research, explores how microcredit works in
practice, and assesses its effectiveness. It discusses how microcredit, usually
channelled through women, is often passed to the men of the family, a practice
disapproved of by some, but regarded as acceptable by borrowers who have a
communal approach to debt, rather than viewing debt as something held by
single individuals. The book demonstrates how the rules around microcredit are
often seem as irksome by the borrowers, how lenders often charge high rates of
interest and work primarily to preserve their institutions, thereby going against the
spirit of the microcredit movement, and how borrowers often end up on a
downward spiral, deeper and deeper in debt. Overall, the book argues that
although microcredit does much good, it also has many drawbacks.
North American families are in crisis, and the need for family ministry is more evident
than ever. In her many years of ministry, research and teaching, author Diana Garland
has found that the strength of Christian families is rooted in their faith and nurtured in
their congregations. Garland believes that Christian families gain strength in part
because of their communities of faith. Twelve years after first coming to print, the awardwinning Family Ministry has been given a significant makeover. In this new edition
Garland takes a three-pronged approach to family ministry, which includes developing
families grounded in Christian faith, helping families live the teachings of Jesus with one
another, and equipping and supporting families as they learn to serve others. The
insights gained are organized into four main sections: The Context for Family Ministry
Family Formation Family Dynamics Leading Family Ministry Garland examines and fully
integrates the historical, sociological, theological and biblical contexts to understand the
role and meaning of family in the life of Christians and the church. She perceptively
connects these explorations with the social and cultural context of the early twenty-first
century. Note: Because this ebook is large, please allow a little extra time to download
after purchase.
This book analyzes the outstanding development problems confronting Africa today,
and the policies necessary for improving Africa's governance, economic performance,
and the very possible achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.
A Billion Bootstraps: Microcredit, Barefoot Banking, and The Business Solution for
Ending PovertyMcGraw Hill Professional
This book examines the effects of policies and practices of microfinance NGOs in
empowering rural women in Bangladesh. Nawaz seeks to unpack the untold narratives
of women's empowerment and to fill the current knowledge gap in this area. The book
goes beyond the narrow minimalist evaluation of microfinance that only focuses on
women’s economic empowerment through their ability to access financial resources.
Rather, it looks at whether and how microfinance empowers women in a holistic
manner across the socio-cultural, psychological and political spheres of life. The author
argues that microfinance reduces levels of poverty, which means that women are better
able to meet their practical gender needs; however, they are not empowered unless
they are also able to meet their strategic gender needs, including the transformation of
gender power relations from the household to state arenas. Therefore, the book argues
that in order to bring about higher levels of empowerment, microfinance programs must
be combined with other services such as financial literacy, socioeconomic training,
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healthcare, social mobilization and legal support. Microfinance and
Women’s Empowerment in Bangladesh will be of interest to students and scholars
across a range of disciplines, including Gender Studies, Development Studies, and
Politics.
Effective community development means that many different stakeholders have to work
together: governments, development organizations and NGOs, and most importantly,
the people they serve. Knowledge Partnering for Community Development teaches
community development professionals how to mediate community needs and
development agendas to make community-based solutions for development
challenges. Based on the newest research in community and global development,
Eversole shows readers a strong research and theoretically based framework for
understanding local development processes, and gives them the skills to turn this into
cutting-edge practice. Each chapter features global case studies of innovative
community-state partnerships, and practical application exercises and strategies for
professionals looking to bring new approaches to their research. Knowledge Partnering
for Community Development is essential for community workers and students of
community development looking to bridge the gap between research insight and best
practice between community actors.
This book presents theoretical examinations of why and how connecting people yields
different results from those of the market mechanism alone. With an ever-greater
disparity between the world’s rich and poor, actions have been taken to remove the
imperfections and remedy malfunctions of the market mechanism. An underlying theme
of these activities is to connect people and make them directly visible to one another;
thus the integrating concept of the “solidarity economy” emerges. This volume
analyzes diverse examples and practices of solidarity economy. Adam Smith
emphasized the importance of “sympathy” among people and the role of the “impartial
spectator” in order to control otherwise reckless markets. These major concepts form
the basis of a solidarity economy. The examples and practices in this book are based
on this framework. The first is the idea of social business, promoted by Prof. M. Yunus
of the Grameen Bank. Although the group of five members in the Grameen Bank
organization is considered a system of mutual surveillance by some economists, it is
not a system based on distrust but a mechanism for mutual help and encouragement.
Also examined in this book is organic agriculture, which adheres to the necessity of
face-to-face relationships. It pursues environmental concerns and food safety by
bringing together consumers and producers in local areas and by sharing knowledge.
When consumers and producers are widely separated, a system of certification assures
consumers that no chemical pesticides and fertilizers are used. Connecting consumers
and producers through certification systems can be seen as part of fair trade
mechanisms. These mechanisms are applied in certified coffee programs, for instance,
to reduce poverty, to protect the environment, and to safeguard human rights. This
book proposes that all these seemingly different types of activities can be understood
as part of the solidarity economy. With this unifying theme, the book will be useful for
both theoretical investigations and practical applications.
Recently, greater emphasis has been placed on the fact that women, regardless of
whether they are located in developed or developing nations, are still facing numerous
challenges regarding their financial status, education, and independence. As recent
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movements
have highlighted such problems as unequal pay and sexual harassment
and abuse, it has become imperative that steps must be taken to analyze these
problems and offer solutions to combat these inequalities that would improve women’s
lives and society as a whole. Overcoming Challenges and Barriers for Women in
Business and Education: Socioeconomic Issues and Strategies for the Future is an
essential reference source that highlights cross-cultural perspectives, obstacles, and
opportunities pertaining to the advancement of women’s lives in society. The chapters
within the book explore a variety of concepts for building a bridge to women
empowerment and improving their participation in the development of their respective
societies. Featuring research on topics such as global business, higher education, and
gender discrimination, this book is ideally designed for managers, business
professionals, entrepreneurs, social scientists, policymakers, gender studies
researchers, students, and academicians looking for strategies that will help to
empower women through the book’s social justice model, which acts as an underlying
theoretical construct.
Pulitzer Prize-winning reporting team, husband and wife Nicholas D. Kristof and Sheryl
WuDunn, take us on a journey through Africa and Asia to meet an extraordinary array
of exceptional women struggling against terrible circumstances. More girls have been
killed in the last fifty years, precisely because they are girls, than men were killed in all
the wars of the twentieth century combined. More girls are killed in this routine
'gendercide' in any one decade than people were slaughtered in all the genocides of
the twentieth century. In the nineteenth century, the central moral challenge was
slavery. In the twentieth, it was totalitarianism. In the twenty-first, Kristof and WuDunn
demonstrate, it will be the struggle for gender equality in the developing world. Fierce,
moral, pragmatic, full of amazing stories of courage and inspiration, HALF THE SKY is
essential reading for every global citizen.

A compelling call to carry God's mercy and compassion to the hurting people of
this world This eminently practical book by two leading experts in the field of
poverty reduction offers a clear plan to help ordinary Christians translate their
compassion into thoughtful action. Authors Peter Greer and Phil Smith draw on
their personal experiences to provide proven solutions for effectively reducing
poverty. With photographs by Jeremy Cowart included throughout, The Poor Will
Be Glad examines the pitfalls of traditional approaches and outlines a new model
of economic development aimed at breaking the cycle of dependency. Through
microfinance and employment-based solutions, people who share God's heart for
the poor can reorient their efforts from giving handouts to offering a hand up,
helping others provide for their families and regain their dignity. This book
provides straightforward guidance for individuals and groups eager to carry God's
justice, mercy, and compassion to the hurting people in our world.
As we consider the plight of our consumer-driven economy, it is easy to forget
that money is about relationship: between individuals and between communities.
In our current financial mess, it is worth reminding ourselves of community-based
alternatives, and to look closely at microcredit, a model of peer lending to enable
people to move out of poverty. From Bangladesh, from South Africa, from Ghana,
and from the East End of London, we are given a worm’s eye view of small scale
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work, of personal transformation, and the building of community. Small and local
is still beautiful, and has much to teach us.
This comprehensive, two-volume work examines domestic abuse in the United
States and worldwide, providing research, personal stories, and primary
documents that reveal the extent of the problem. • Presents personal narratives
that highlight the importance of each survivor's unique experience with abuse •
Includes primary source documents that address key legislation and court cases
• Provides a wide range of resources for researchers, such as recommended
reading and film lists as well as state, national, and international organizations
related to domestic abuse
Well-meaning Westerners want to find ways to help the less fortunate. Today,
many are not just volunteering abroad and donating to international nonprofits but
also advancing innovations and launching projects that aim to be socially
transformative. However, often these activities are not efficient ways of helping
others, and too many projects cause more harm than good. Reimagining Global
Philanthropy shares the journey of a conservative banker and a progressive
professor to find a better way forward. Kirk S. Bowman and Jon R. Wilcox explain
the boom in the global compassion industry, revealing the incentives that
produce inefficient practices and poor outcomes. Instead of supporting start-up
projects with long-shot hopes for success, they argue, we can dramatically
improve results by empowering local leaders. Applying lessons from the success
of community banks, Bowman and Wilcox develop and implement a new model
that significantly raises philanthropic efficacy. Their straightforward and rigorously
tested approach calls for community members to take the lead while outside
partners play a supporting role. Bowman and Wilcox recount how they tested the
model in Brazil, demonstrating the value of giving people in marginalized
communities the opportunity to innovate. In a time of widespread social
reckoning, this book shows how global philanthropy can confront its blind spots
and failures in order to achieve truly transformative outcomes. Readers can
access five of the documentary films discussed in the book on a companion
website. In addition to the films, chapter discussion questions and other
supplemental materials are also available at the site.
Meeting the predictors -- The problem with forecasting in economic theory -Inside Swiss banking -- Among financial analysts -- Intrinsic value, market value,
and the search for information -- The construction of an investment narrative -The politics of circulating narratives -- Analysts as animators -- Why the economy
needs narratives
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