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The first book-length overview of agricultural development in the ancient world A Companion to
Ancient Agriculture is an authoritative overview of the history and development of agriculture in
the ancient world. Focusing primarily on the Near East and Mediterranean regions, this unique
text explores the cultivation of the soil and rearing of animals through centuries of human
civilization—from the Neolithic beginnings of agriculture to Late Antiquity. Chapters written by
the leading scholars in their fields present a multidisciplinary examination of the agricultural
methods and influences that have enabled humans to survive and prosper. Consisting of thirtyone chapters, the Companion presents essays on a range of topics that include economicpolitical, anthropological, zooarchaeological, ethnobotanical, and archaeobotanical
investigation of ancient agriculture. Chronologically-organized chapters offer in-depth
discussions of agriculture in Bronze Age Egypt and Mesopotamia, Hellenistic Greece and
Imperial Rome, Iran and Central Asia, and other regions. Sections on comparative agricultural
history discuss agriculture in the Indian subcontinent and prehistoric China while an insightful
concluding section helps readers understand ancient agriculture from a modern perspective.
Fills the need for a full-length biophysical and social overview of ancient agriculture Provides
clear accounts of the current state of research written by experts in their respective areas
Places ancient Mediterranean agriculture in conversation with contemporary practice in
Eastern and Southern Asia Includes coverage of analysis of stable isotopes in ancient
agricultural cultivation Offers plentiful illustrations, references, case studies, and further reading
suggestions A Companion to Ancient Agriculture is a much-needed resource for advanced
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students, instructors, scholars, and researchers in fields such as agricultural history, ancient
economics, and in broader disciplines including classics, archaeology, and ancient history.
A Companion to Asian Art and Architecture presents a collection of 26 original essays from top
scholars in the field that explore and critically examine various aspects of Asian art and
architectural history. Brings together top international scholars of Asian art and architecture
Represents the current state of the field while highlighting the wide range of scholarly
approaches to Asian Art Features work on Korea and Southeast Asia, two regions often
overlooked in a field that is often defined as India-China-Japan Explores the influences on
Asian art of global and colonial interactions and of the diasporic communities in the US and UK
Showcases a wide range of topics including imperial commissions, ancient tombs, gardens,
monastic spaces, performances, and pilgrimages.
Features articles written by archaeology scholars on such topics as bog bodies, underwater
archaeology, the Pyramids of Giza, and the Valley of the Kings
This book examines the emergence of imperial state in East Asia during the period ca. 400
BCE–200 CE as a network-based process, showing how the geography of early interregional
contacts south of the Yangzi River informed the directions of Sinitic state expansion. Drawing
from an extensive collection of sources including transmitted textual records, archaeological
evidence, excavated legal manuscripts, and archival documents from Liye, this book
demonstrates the breadth of human and material resources available to the empire builders of
an early imperial network throughout southern East Asia – from institutions and infrastructures,
to the relationships that facilitated circulation. This network is shown to have been essential to
the consolidation of Sinitic imperial rule in the sub-tropical zone south of the Yangzi against
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formidable environmental, epidemiological, and logistical odds. This is also the first study to
explore how the interplay between an imperial network and alternative frameworks of longdistance interaction in ancient East Asia shaped the political-economic trajectory of the Sinitic
world and its involvement in Eurasian globalization. Contributing to debates around imperial
state formation, the applicability of world-system models and the comparative study of empires,
The Imperial Network in Ancient China will be of significant interest to students and scholars of
East Asian studies, archaeology and history.
A Companion to Chinese Archaeology is an unprecedented, newresource on the current state
of archaeological research in one ofthe world’s oldest civilizations. It presents a collection
ofreadings from leading archaeologists in China and elsewhere thatprovide diverse
interpretations about social and economicorganization during the Neolithic period and early
BronzeAge. An unprecedented collection of original contributions frominternational scholars
and collaborative archaeological teamsconducting research on the Chinese mainland and
Taiwan Makes available for the first time in English the work ofleading archaeologists in China
Provides a comprehensive view of research in key geographicregions of China Offers diverse
methodological and theoretical approaches tounderstanding China’s past, beginning with the
era ofestablished agricultural villages from c. 7000 B.C. through to theend of the Shang
dynastic period in c. 1045 B.C.
At the start of the twenty-first century, China is poised to become a major global power.
Understanding its culture is more important than ever before for western audiences, but for
many, China remains a mysterious and exotic country. This Companion explains key aspects
of modern Chinese culture without assuming prior knowledge of China or the Chinese
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language. The volume acknowledges the interconnected nature of the different cultural forms,
from 'high culture' such as literature, religion and philosophy to more popular issues such as
sport, cinema, performance and the internet. Each chapter is written by a world expert in the
field. Invaluable for students of Chinese studies, this book includes a glossary of key terms, a
chronology and a guide to further reading. For the interested reader or traveler, it reveals a
dynamic, diverse and fascinating culture, many aspects of which are now elucidated in English
for the first time.
A Companion to Chinese History presents a collection of essays offering a comprehensive
overview of the latest intellectual developments in the study of China’s history from the ancient
past up until the present day. Covers the major trends in the study of Chinese history from
antiquity to the present day Considers the latest scholarship of historians working in China and
around the world Explores a variety of long-range questions and themes which serves to
bridge the conventional divide between China’s traditional and modern eras Addresses
China’s connections with other nations and regions and enables non-specialists to make
comparisons with their own fields Features discussion of traditional topics and chronological
approaches as well as newer themes such as Chinese history in relation to sexuality, national
identity, and the environment
Beginning in the mid-nineteenth century, large numbers of people from mainland China
emigrated to the United States and other countries seeking employment. Termed "overseas
Chinese," they made lasting contributions to the development of early communities, an impact
which has only begun to be recognized in recent years. "Chinatowns," rural mining claims,
work camps for railroad and other construction activities, salmon canneries and shrimp camps,
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laundries, stores, cook shacks, cemeteries, and temples are only some of the sites where
traces of their presence can be found. In recent years, numerous archaeological and historical
investigations of the overseas Chinese have taken place, and "Hidden Heritage" presents the
results of some of those studies.

The Ashgate Research Companion to Chinese Foreign Policy draws out the full
range of topics and issues that characterise China's external affairs. The volume
is intended to provide an overview of Chinese foreign policy that will be relevant
both to experts in the field as well as those that are just starting to grapple with
Beijing's international outlook. The investigation of Chinese foreign policy offered
by the volume is divided into seven parts: - Part I focuses on the historical
evolution of Chinese foreign policy by detailing the specific traditions and the
altering paradigms of Beijing's external outlook proffered for the explanation and
understanding of Chinese foreign policy - Part II discusses the different analytical
perspectives proffered for the explanation and understanding of Chinese foreign
policy - Part III considers the domestic sources of Chinese foreign policy - Part IV
analyses the international impact of Beijing's outreach - Part V of the volume
begins the exploration of China's relations with specific international actors - Part
VI investigates the regional interactions of Chinese foreign policy - Part VII of the
volume draws attention to several issues impacting both the practice and the
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understanding of Chinese foreign policy This Companion draws a vivid picture of
the full spectrum of topics, issues, and relationships that define China's
international interactions. The collection therefore provides a relevant point of
departure for anyone interested in learning about Beijing's external affairs. Owing
to the wide range of themes and ideas, this volume is essential reading for
students of Chinese foreign policy.
There is increasing interest in accounting issues in China. Despite a relatively
short history, China's stock market is the world's second largest. This growth has
been accompanied by increasing demand for accounting information alongside
reforms of accounting and auditing rules, as international investors have paid
increasing attention to investment opportunities in this dynamic and energetic
country with a large population and economic growth potentials. Despite this, at
present there are few books which offer students, academics and practitioners a
comprehensive guide to current accounting issues in China. The Routledge
Companion to Accounting in China fills this important gap in the literature. The
volume is organized in six thematic sections which cover capital market and
corporate finance, financial accounting, managerial accounting, auditing, taxation
and internal controls. The structure is intended to reflect the increasing diversity
of contemporary accounting issues in China, including a balanced overview of
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current knowledge, identifying issues and discussing relevant debates. This book
is a prestigious reference work which offers students, academics and
practitioners an introduction to current accounting issues in the emerging market
of China.
The thrilling history of archaeological adventure, with tales of danger, debate,
audacious explorers, and astonishing discoveries around the globe What is
archaeology? The word may bring to mind images of golden pharaohs and lost
civilizations, or Neanderthal skulls and Ice Age cave art. Archaeology is all of
these, but also far more: the only science to encompass the entire span of
human history—more than three million years! This Little History tells the riveting
stories of some of the great archaeologists and their amazing discoveries around
the globe: ancient Egyptian tombs, Mayan ruins, the first colonial settlements at
Jamestown, mysterious Stonehenge, the incredibly preserved Pompeii, and
many, many more. In forty brief, exciting chapters, the book recounts
archaeology’s development from its eighteenth-century origins to its twenty-firstcentury technological advances, including remote sensing capabilities and
satellite imagery techniques that have revolutionized the field. Shining light on the
most intriguing events in the history of the field, this absolutely up-to-date book
illuminates archaeology’s controversies, discoveries, heroes and scoundrels,
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global sites, and newest methods for curious readers of every age.
A thought-provoking book on archaeology of power, knowledge, social memory,
and the emergence of classical tradition in early China.
The History of Archaeology: An Introduction provides global coverage with
chapters devoted to particular regions of the world. The regional approach allows
readers to understand the similarities and differences in the history of and
approach to archaeology in various parts of the world. Each chapter is written by
a specialist scholar with experience of the region concerned. Thus the book
focuses on the earliest beginnings of archaeology in different parts of the world,
and how it developed from being a pastime for antiquarians and collectors to a
serious attempt to obtain information about past societies. Woven into the text
are various boxes that explore key archaeologists, sites and important
discoveries in the history of archaeology enriching the story of the discipline’s
development. With such far ranging coverage, including an exploration of the little
covered development of Russian and Chinese archaeology, The History of
Archaeology is the perfect introduction to the history of archaeology for the
interested reader and student alike.
This innovative new collection opens a door into the rich history of animals in
China. This title is also available as Open Access.
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This book covers Chinese archaeology from the first people to the unification of
the empire, emphasizing cultural variations and interregional contact.
An edited collection exploring political misuse of archaeology for nationalistic
purposes.
A chronological and interdisciplinary study of early China from the Neolithic through
Warring States periods (ca 5000-500BCE).
The study of early China has been radically transformed over the past fifty years by
archaeological discoveries, including both textual and non-textual artefacts.
Excavations of settlements and tombs have demonstrated that most people did not lead
their lives in accordance with ritual canons, while previously unknown documents have
shown that most received histories were written retrospectively by victors and present a
correspondingly anachronistic perspective. This handbook provides an authoritative
survey of the major periods of Chinese history from the Neolithic era to the fall of the
Latter Han Empire and the end of antiquity (AD 220). It is the first volume to include not
only a comprehensive review of political history but also detailed treatments of topics
that transcend particular historical periods, such as: Warfare and political thought Cities
and agriculture Language and art Medicine and mathematics Providing a detailed
analysis of the most up-to-date research by leading scholars in the field of early
Chinese history, this book will be useful to students and scholars of Chinese history,
Asian archaeology, and Chinese studies in general.
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This pioneering book provides a comprehensive survey of ancient Chinese women’s
history, covering thousands of years from the Neolithic era to China’s unification in 221
BCE. For each period—Neolithic, Shang, Western Zhou, and Eastern Zhou—Hinsch
explores central aspects of female life such as marriage, family life, politics, ritual, and
religious roles.
The valley of the Huan River is wide and flat, green when the spring crops of the
farming collectives sprout in the fertile soil, parched and dusty under the baking sun of
the northern China summer. On the river's south bank spreads Anyang. This modest
provincial town has a railway station, but it is hardly the place where one would expect
travellers from around the world to alight. Yet hundreds of visitors come here each year
with one purpose in mind - to see the remains of one of the great civilizations of ancient
China, the more than three-millennium-old capital of Shang that lies less than two miles
northwest of town. The area is recognized as one of the world's foremost
archaeological sites. It is also one of the most dug.
The first-ever comprehensive analysis of its kind in any western language, this unique
volume provides a social art history of Yungang: a 5th-century rock-cut court cave
complex, UNESCO World Heritage site, and one of the greatest Buddhist monuments
of all time. Yungang asks why, when, and under what circumstances this impressive
cave sanctuary was made, and who played significant roles at various stages. Recent
economic changes in China including the expansion of roads have led to
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unprecedented numbers of objects being unearthed on site and near the cave-chapels.
Archaeological discoveries in 2010 have shed significant new light on the architectural
configuration of monasteries in the capital and the functions of different sections of the
cave complex, as well as monastic life within it. For the first time, it is possible to
reconstruct where the monks lived and translated sacred literary texts, and to fully
understand that freestanding monasteries are an important component of the rock-cut
cave complex. Illustrated throughout with remarkable full-colour photographs, this reexamination of the cave-chapels, which brings together previous scholarship, primary
documentation, and more than a decade of first-hand field research, will not only fill in
the gaps in our knowledge about Yungang, but also raise, and perhaps answer, new
questions in art history.
This Oxford Companion to the Economics of China presents a new collection of
perspectives on the Chinese economy's past, present and future. The contributors of
these entries include: the best of young Chinese researchers based in China and
outside; renowned academics from the top universities in China, Europe and North
America; present and past senior officials of international agencies like the World Bank
and the International Monetary Fund; seniorChinese government officials from the
Centre and the Provinces; and four recipients of the Nobel Prize in Economics. The
Editors are four global leaders in Chinese economic analysis and policy who between
them have held or hold the following positions: Director General, International Food
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Policy ResearchInstitute; Co-Editor, China Economic Review; President Chinese
Economists Society; Assistant Director of Research at the IMF; Principal Adviser to the
Chief Economist of the World Bank; and Professors of Economics at Ivy League
Universities.
Cloth edition available for $50.00.
This unique collection applies globalization concepts to the discipline of archaeology,
using a wide range of global case studies from a group of international specialists. The
volume spans from as early as 10,000 cal. BP to the modern era, analysing the
relationship between material culture, complex connectivities between communities and
groups, and cultural change. Each contributor considers globalization ideas explicitly to
explore the socio-cultural connectivities of the past. In considering social practices
shared between different historic groups, and also the expression of their respective
identities, the papers in this volume illustrate the potential of globalization thinking to
bridge the local and global in material culture analysis. The Routledge Handbook of
Archaeology and Globalization is the first such volume to take a world archaeology
approach, on a multi-period basis, in order to bring together the scope of evidence for
the significance of material culture in the processes of globalization. This work thus also
provides a means to understand how material culture can be used to assess the impact
of global engagement in our contemporary world. As such, it will appeal to
archaeologists and historians as well as social science researchers interested in the
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origins of globalization.

A Companion to Chinese Art provides a contemporary survey of one of the
world’s greatest and richest artistic traditions. Including over two dozen newlycommissioned essays, it examines this region’s art and theory in all of its
multifaceted complexity—spanning the theories, genres, and media central to
Chinese art throughout its history. The volume offers a rich insight into China’s
social and political institutions, religious practices, and intellectual traditions
alongside Chinese art history, theory, and criticism. It brings together an
international team of scholars from East and West, whose contributions range
from an overview of premodern theory, to those exploring calligraphy, fine
painting, sculpture, personal accessories, and more. In addition, the Companion
reflects on social and cultural issues, such as the challenges of comparative
history, the role of the artist in society, the contested role of gender in art
production, different theories of nature that have evolved over time, and
articulates the direction in which the field of Chinese art history is moving. In
promoting a comparative understanding of China’s long record of cultural
production, this volume provides students and scholars of both Asian and nonAsian art history with an exceptional guide to the history of art in China, from its
earliest incarnations to the present day.
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The Illustrated Companion to Japanese Archaeology provides for the first time a
comprehensive visual introduction to a wide range of sites and finds from the
earliest occupation of the Japanese archipelago prior to 35,000 years ago to the
early historical periods and the establishment of the Chinese-style capital at
Heijo, modern-day Nara, in the 8th century AD. The volume originated in the
largest ever exhibition of Japanese archaeological discoveries held in Germany
in 2004, which brought together over 1500 exhibits from 55 lenders around
Japan, and research by over 100 specialists. The Illustrated Companion brings
the fruits of this project to an English-reading audience and offers an up-to-date
survey of the achievements of Japanese archaeology.
An up-to-date synthesis of the archaeology and prehistory of the region called
Dongbei by the Chinese, but known in the west as Manchuria. Based on recent
archaeological discoveries, the book presents evidence to show that far from
being a backwater palely reflecting the glories of central China, Manchuria in
prehistory had both its own developmental trajectory, parallel to but different from
that of China, and contributed to the formation of the characteristics of what came
to be Chinese. New information on the Northeast region of China indicates that it
was not populated exclusively by nomadic peoples, but that some of the earliest
farming sites can be found here. The Hongshan culture with its Goddess Temple
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and female figurines is unique, with spectacular and unprecedented jade carving.
Lower Xiajiadian culture has painted pottery that can be seen to be the
forerunner to the magnificent Shang bronzes.
The Handbook of East and Southeast Asian Archaeology focuses on the material
culture and lifeways of the peoples of prehistoric and early historic East and
Southeast Asia; their origins, behavior and identities as well as their biological,
linguistic and cultural differences and commonalities. Emphasis is placed upon
the interpretation of material culture to illuminate and explain social processes
and relationships as well as behavior, technology, patterns and mechanisms of
long-term change and chronology, in addition to the intellectual history of
archaeology as a discipline in this diverse region. The Handbook augments
archaeologically-focused chapters contributed by regional scholars by providing
histories of research and intellectual traditions, and by maintaining a broadly
comparative perspective. Archaeologically-derived data are emphasized with textbased documentary information, provided to complement interpretations of
material culture. The Handbook is not restricted to art historical or purely
descriptive perspectives; its geographical coverage includes the modern nationstates of China, Mongolia, Far Eastern Russia, North and South Korea, Japan,
Taiwan, Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, Burma, Malaysia, Indonesia, the
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Philippines and East Timor.
A leading scholar in the United States on Chinese archaeology challenges longstanding conceptions of the rise of political authority in ancient China.
Questioning Marx's concept of an "Asiatic" mode of production, Wittfogel's
"hydraulic hypothesis," and cultural-materialist theories on the importance of
technology, K. C. Chang builds an impressive counterargument, one which
ranges widely from recent archaeological discoveries to studies of mythology,
ancient Chinese poetry, and the iconography of Shang food vessels.
The development of complex cultural behaviour in our own species is perhaps
the most significant research issue in modern archaeology. Until recently, it was
believed that our capacity for language and art only developed after some of our
ancestors reached Europe around 40,000 years ago. Archaeological discoveries
in Africa now show that modern humans were practicing symbolic behaviours
prior to their dispersal from that continent, and more recent discoveries in
Indonesia and Australia are once again challenging ideas about human cultural
development. Despite these significant discoveries and exciting potentials, there
is a curious absence of published information about Asia-Pacific region, and
consequently, global narratives of our most celebrated cognitive accomplishment
— art — has consistently underrepresented the contribution of Southeast Asia,
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Australia, and the Pacific Islands. This volume provides the first outline of what
this region has to offer to the world of art in archaeology. Readers undertaking
tertiary archaeology courses interested in the art of the Asia-Pacific region or
human behavioural evolution, along with anyone who is fascinated by the
development of our modern ability to decorate ourselves and our world, should
find this book a good addition to their library.
Erligang bronzes and the discovery of the Erligang culture / Robert Bagley -Erligang : a perspective from Panlongcheng / Zhang Changping -- China's first
empire? : interpreting the material record of the Erligang expansion / Wang
Haicheng -- Civilizations and empires : a perspective on Erligang from early
Egypt / John Baines -- Erligang : a tale of two "civilizations" / Roderick Campbell
-- The politics of maps, pottery, and archaeology : hidden assumptions in
Chinese Bronze Age archaeology / Yung-ti Li -- Erligang and the southern bronze
industries / Kyle Steinke -- Erligang contacts south of the Yangzi River : the
expansion of interaction networks in early Bronze Age Hunan / Robin McNeal -Bronzes and the history of Chinese art / Maggie Bickford.
A study that makes use of an interdisciplinary approach to challenge traditional
theories of state formation in China and promote debate on early Chinese history.
Analyzing data from archaeology, geology, cultural geography, ethnohistory and
Page 17/22

Acces PDF A Companion To Chinese Archaeology
ancient texts, the authors show how the procurement of key external resources especially metal and salt - drove the dynamics of state formation in early China in
the period of 1800-1400BC.
"Showcasing the enormous amount of archaeological data available on the
experiences of Chinese people who migrated to the United States and Canada in
the nineteenth century, this volume charts new directions for the field of Chinese
diaspora archaeology by providing fresh, more nuanced approaches to
interpreting immigrant life"-A critical new interpretation of the early history of Chinese civilization based on
the most recent scholarship and archaeological discoveries.
Since its publication in 1996, The Oxford Companion to Archaeology has firmly
established itself as the standard reference work in the field of archaeology,
selling nearly 15,000 copies to date and remaining a favorite among students,
scholars, and anyone interested in archaeology. In 700 entries, the second
edition provides thorough coverage to historical archaeology, the development of
archaeology as a field of study, and the ways the discipline works to explain the
past. In addition to these theoretical entries, other entries describe the major
excavations, discoveries, and innovations, from the discovery of the cave
paintings at Lascaux to the deciphering of Egyptian hieroglyphics and the use of
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luminescence dating. Much has changed in the field since 1996. Recent
developments in methods and analytical techniques (e.g., laser-based mapping
and survey systems, new applications of the scanning electron microscope) have
revolutionized the ways excavations are performed. Cultural tourism, cultural
resource management, heritage, and conservation have been redefined as areas
within archaeology, and have had new emphasis given them by scholars and
administrators. Major new sites have expanded our understanding of prehistory
and human developments through time. The second edition explores each of
these advances in the field, adding approximately 200 entries and exanding the
total work to three volumes. Neil Asher Silberman, a renowned practicing
archaeologist, author, and scholar, and a board member for the first edition, is
the editor in chief. In addition to significant expansion, first-edition entries have
been thoroughly revised and updated to reflect the progress that has been made
in the last decade and a half
Ancient Southeast Asia provides readers with a much needed synthesis of the
latest discoveries and research in the archaeology of the region, presenting the
evolution of complex societies in Southeast Asia from the protohistoric period,
beginning around 500BC, to the arrival of British and Dutch colonists in 1600.
Well-illustrated throughout, this comprehensive account explores the factors
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which established Southeast Asia as an area of unique cultural fusion. Miksic and
Goh explore how the local population exploited the abundant resources available,
developing maritime transport routes which resulted in economic and cultural
wealth, including some of the most elaborate art styles and monumental
complexes ever constructed. The book’s broad geographical and temporal
coverage, including a chapter on the natural environment, provides readers with
the context needed to understand this staggeringly diverse region. It utilizes
French, Dutch, Chinese, Malay-Indonesian and Burmese sources and
synthesizes interdisciplinary theoretical perspectives and data from archaeology,
history and art history. Offering key opportunities for comparative research with
other centres of early socio-economic complexity, Ancient Southeast Asia
establishes the area’s importance in world history.
This book represents the first comprehensive attempt to bring to western
scholarship the great advances made in Paleolithic archaeology and
palaeoanthropology in the People’s Republic of China. The 15 chapters are
devoted to a historical overview of past and recent studies, the development of
chronological frameworks, the composition and stratigraphy of vertebrate fauna,
the pongid and hominid palaeontological records, and Pleistocene prehistoric
archaeology. Maps, illustrations and tables illustrate the materials presented
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here.
The Cambridge History of Ancient China provides a survey of the institutional and
cultural history of pre-imperial China.
"Past, present and future "The archaeological materials recovered from the
Anyang excavations ... in the period between 1928 and 1937...have laid a new
foundation for the study of ancient China (Li, C. 1977: ix)." When inscribed oracle
bones and enormousmaterial remains were found through scientific excavation in
Anyang in 1928, the historicity of the Shang dynasty was confirmed beyond
dispute for the first time (Li, C. 1977: ix-xi). This excavation thus marked the
beginning of a modern Chinese archaeology endowed with great potential to
reveal much of China's ancient history.. Half a century later, Chinese archaeology
had made many unprecedented discoveries which surprised the world, leading
Glyn Daniel to believe that "a new awareness of the importance of China will be a
key development in archaeology in the decades ahead (Daniel 1981: 211). This
enthusiasm was soon shared by the Chinese archaeologists when Su Bingqi
announced that "the Golden Age of Chinese archaeology is arriving (Su, B. 1994:
139--140)". In recent decades, archaeology has continuously prospered,
becoming one of the most rapidly developing fields in social science in China"-This book offers an anthropological analysis of how craft production changed in
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relation to the development of complex societies in northern China. It focuses on
the production and use of food containers-pottery and bronze vessels-during the
late prehistoric and early historic periods. A major theme is how production and
use of prestige vessels changed in relation to increase in degree of social
inequality. The research and writing of this book took place intermittently over a
period of several years. When I first outlined the book in 1994, I planned to offer
a more limited and descriptive account of social change during the late
prehistoric period. In considering the human desire to display status with prestige
goods, my initial approach emphasized how the case of northern China was
similar to other areas of the world. I began to realize that in order to adequately
explain how and why craft production changed in ancient China, it was crucial to
consider the belief systems that motivated produc tion and use of food
containers. Similarly, a striking characteristic of ancient China that I needed to
include in the analysis was the preponderance of food containers, rather than
other goods, that were buried with the deceased. I decided to investigate the
social and ritual uses of food, bever ages, and containers during more than one
period of Chinese history. Some strong patterns could have emerged during the
late prehistoric period.
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