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This book of photographs brings you North Korea as chillingly envisioned by
dictator Kim Jong-Il.
This book was originally published in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea
in 1983. From the preface: "New innovations and wonders which are being made
every day in the press, the growing up of real men or genuine writers, and
emotional legends of love for people are unthinkable from the wise guidance and
utmost care of the dear Comrade Kim Jong Il, a great leader and a benevolent
teacher."He is always among journalists and teaches them every detailed
problem arising in their activities, and kindly leads them to write and compile
excellent articles that arouse the sentiments of the masses in keeping with the
Party's intentions. He also brings up journalists to be the Party's reliable writers
under his wings and takes meticulous care of every facet of their life and
activity..."This book introduces some of the legendary stories about eh dear
leader, a great guide and teacher."Kim Jong Il (1942- ) is leader of North Korea
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(1994- ). Kim Jong Il succeeded his father, Kim Il Sung, who had ruled North
Korea since 1948.
Argo by Antonio Mendez and Matt Baglio - the declassified CIA story behind the
Oscar-winning film WINNER OF 'BEST PICTURE' AT THE ACADEMY
AWARDS, THE BAFTAS AND THE GOLDEN GLOBES Tehran, November
1979. Militant students stormed the American embassy and held sixty Americans
captive for a gruelling 444 days. But until now the CIA has never revealed the
twist to the Iran Hostage Crisis: six Americans escaped. The escape plot was run
by Antonio Mendez, head of the CIA's extraction team and a master of disguise.
Mendez came up with an idea so daring and potentially foolish that it seemed
destined for Hollywood... and indeed it was. He invented a fake sci-fi film called
'Argo' (from the actual name of the CIA mission, a reference to Jason and the
Argonauts). After announcing the production to the movie industry, Mendez put
together a team of real 1970s Hollywood actors, directors and producers - along
with covert CIA officers. They would travel to revolutionary Iran under a foreign
film visa, and while 'scouting locations' throughout the country they would track
down the six Americans who were hiding out. After giving them false identities as
part of the film crew, they would spirit them back across the border. One part
'Ocean's 11' and another part 'Black Hawk Down', Mendez's mind-bogglingly
Page 2/25

Read Free A Kim Jong Il Production The Extraordinary True Story Of
Kidnapped Filmmaker His Star Actress And Young Dictators Rise To Power
Paul Fischer
complicated and risky gamble paid off: each escapee was extracted without a
shot being fired. Mendez is considered one of the greatest officers in CIA history.
The story of this, his greatest mission, has never been told. Now an acclaimed
film directed by and starring Ben Affleck, with Bryan Cranston, Alan Arkin and
John Goodman' Antonio Mendez was cited by Richard Clarke as one of the top
two or three CIA agents in history. His He received the Intelligence Star for his
rescue of six Americans from revolutionary Iran, and has received the CIA's
Intelligence Medal of Merit and the Trailblazer Medallion. He continues to consult
for the CIA. He and his wife, also a famed agent, were technical consultants on
the television series 'The Agency' and founding board members of the
International Spy Museum in Washington. Matt Baglio is the author of the New
York Times bestseller The Rite: The Making of a Modern Exorcist. His writing
appears regularly in the Daily Mail and the Associated Press.
For decades the North Korean regime has preached a virulent race-nationalism
to its own people. At the same time, however, it has succeeded in making
outsiders believe that it is guided by a solipsistic, inward-directed ideology of selfreliant communism. This in turn has nurtured the wishful assumption that the
regime no longer has serious designs on South Korea. In this book, his follow-up
to The Cleanest Race (2009), B.R. Myers shows that although the myth of Juche
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has done great service for the regime at home and abroad, the ideology's content
has never played a significant role in policy-making or domestic propaganda. The
North Korean nuclear program must be grasped in the context of the regime's
true ideological commitment, which is not to self-reliance, but to "final victory"
over the rival state.
SUNDAY TIMES TOP 10 BESTSELLER Dear Leader contains astonishing new
insights about North Korea which could only be revealed by someone working
high up in the regime. It is also the gripping story of how a member of the inner
circle of this enigmatic country became its most courageous, outspoken critic.
Jang Jin-sung held one of the most senior ranks in North Korea's propaganda
machine, helping tighten the regime's grip over its people. Among his tasks were
developing the founding myth of North Korea, posing undercover as a South
Korean intellectual and writing epic poems in support of the dictator, Kim Jong-il.
Young and ambitious, his patriotic work secured him a bizarre audience with Kim
Jong-il himself, thus granting him special status as one of the 'Admitted'. This
meant special food provisions, a travel pass and immunity from prosecution and
harm. He was privy to state secrets, including military and diplomatic policies,
how the devastating 'Scrutiny' was effected, and the real position of one of the
country's most powerful, elusive men, Im Tong-ok. Because he was praised by
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the Dear Leader himself, he had every reason to feel satisfied with his lot and
safe. Yet he could not ignore his conscience, or the disparity between his life and
that of those he saw starving on the street. After breaking security rules, Jang Jinsung, together with a close friend, was forced to flee for his life: away from lies
and deceit, towards truth and freedom.
Paek Nam-nyong’s Friend is a tale of marital intrigue, abuse, and divorce in
North Korea. A woman in her thirties comes to a courthouse petitioning for a
divorce. As the judge who hears her statement begins to investigate the case, the
story unfolds into a broader consideration of love and marriage. The novel delves
into its protagonists’ past, describing how the couple first fell in love and then
how their marriage deteriorated over the years. It chronicles the toll their
acrimony takes on their son and their careers alongside the story of the judge’s
own marital troubles. A best-seller in North Korea, where Paek continues to live
and write, Friend illuminates a side of life in the DPRK that Western readers have
never before encountered. Far from being a propagandistic screed in praise of
the Great Leader, Friend describes the lives of people who struggle with
everyday problems such as marital woes and workplace conflicts. Instead of
socialist-realist stock figures, Paek depicts complex characters who wrestle with
universal questions of individual identity, the split between public and private
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selves, the unpredictability of existence, and the never-ending labor of
maintaining a relationship. This groundbreaking translation of one of North
Korea’s most popular writers offers English-language readers a page-turner full
of psychological tension as well as a revealing portrait of a society that is typically
seen as closed to the outside world.
'We were all propagandists; the only differences were our goals.' Looking for
respite from her crumbling marriage and determined to stop a coal seam gas
mine near her Sydney home, filmmaker Anna Broinowski finds wisdom and
inspiration in the strangest of places: North Korea. Guided by the late Dear
Leader Kim Jong Il's manifesto The Cinema and Directing, Broinowski, in a world
first, travels to Pyongyang to collaborate with North Korea's top directors,
composers and movie stars to make a powerful anti-fracking propaganda film.
The Director is the Commander centres around the bizarre twenty-one day shoot
Broinowski did in North Korea to make her documentary, Aim High in Creation!
She meets and befriends artists and apparatchiki, defectors and loyalists, and
gains a new insight into the world's most secretive regime. Her adventures are
set against a parallel exploration of propaganda in general: both in its ham-fisted
North Korean form and its sophisticated but no less pervasive incarnation in the
corporate West. Funny, multi-layered and utterly compelling, The Director is the
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Commander is a gripping account of an extraordinary journey inside a nation we
can usually only see from the outside looking in. 'One of the many rewarding
aspects of this wild book is the way Broinowski reveals a side of life in North
Korea not seen in standard exposes. While acutely aware of the deprivations and
absurdities, she is also alive to the nuances of daily life there.' Saturday Age Pick
of the Week
The rivetingly strange story of the world's most expensive bottle of wine, and the
even stranger characters whose lives have intersected with it. The New York
Times bestseller, updated with a new epilogue, that tells the true story of a 1787
Château Lafite Bordeaux—supposedly owned by Thomas Jefferson—that sold for
$156,000 at auction and of the eccentrics whose lives intersected with it. Was it
truly entombed in a Paris cellar for two hundred years? Or did it come from a
secret Nazi bunker? Or from the moldy basement of a devilishly brilliant con
artist? As Benjamin Wallace unravels the mystery, we meet a gallery of intriguing
players—from the bicycle-riding British auctioneer who speaks of wines as if they
are women to the obsessive wine collector who discovered the bottle.
Suspenseful and thrillingly strange, this is the vintage tale of what could be the
most elaborate con since the Hitler diaries. “Part detective story, part wine
history, this is one juicy tale, even for those with no interest in the fruit of the vine.
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. . . As delicious as a true vintage Lafite.” —BusinessWeek
A haunting account of teaching English to the sons of North Korea's ruling class during the last
six months of Kim Jong-il's reign Every day, three times a day, the students march in two
straight lines, singing praises to Kim Jong-il and North Korea: Without you, there is no
motherland. Without you, there is no us. It is a chilling scene, but gradually Suki Kim, too,
learns the tune and, without noticing, begins to hum it. It is 2011, and all universities in North
Korea have been shut down for an entire year, the students sent to construction fields—except
for the 270 students at the all-male Pyongyang University of Science and Technology (PUST),
a walled compound where portraits of Kim Il-sung and Kim Jong-il look on impassively from the
walls of every room, and where Suki has gone undercover as a missionary and a teacher.
Over the next six months, she will eat three meals a day with her young charges and struggle
to teach them English, all under the watchful eye of the regime. Life at PUST is lonely and
claustrophobic, especially for Suki, whose letters are read by censors and who must hide her
notes and photographs not only from her minders but from her colleagues—evangelical
Christian missionaries who don't know or choose to ignore that Suki doesn't share their faith.
As the weeks pass, she is mystified by how easily her students lie, unnerved by their
obedience to the regime. At the same time, they offer Suki tantalizing glimpses of their private
selves—their boyish enthusiasm, their eagerness to please, the flashes of curiosity that have
not yet been extinguished. She in turn begins to hint at the existence of a world beyond their
own—at such exotic activities as surfing the Internet or traveling freely and, more dangerously,
at electoral democracy and other ideas forbidden in a country where defectors risk torture and
execution. But when Kim Jong-il dies, and the boys she has come to love appear devastated,
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whether the gulf between her world and theirs can ever be bridged. Without You,
There Is No Us offers a moving and incalculably rare glimpse of life in the world's most
unknowable country, and at the privileged young men she calls "soldiers and slaves."
Part horror story, part historical document, part memoir, part political tract, one man's suffering
gives eyewitness proof to an ongoing sorrowful chapter of modern history.
Documents the North Korean dictator's 1978 kidnapping of a South Korean actress and her
filmmaker ex-husband, describing how they were imprisoned, forced to remarry, and
compelled to make films for their captor before their daring escape.
The multi-million copy international bestseller Kim Jiyoung, Born 1982 is the South Korean
sensation that has got the whole world talking. The life story of one young woman born at the
end of the twentieth century raises questions about endemic misogyny and institutional
oppression that are relevant to us all. A GUARDIAN 'ONE TO LOOK OUT FOR 2020' A RED
MAGAZINE 'CAN'T WAIT TO READ' BOOK OF 2020 Riveting, original and uncompromising,
this is the most important book to have emerged from South Korea since Han Kang’s The
Vegetarian. “This is a book about the life of a woman living in Korea; the despair of an ordinary
woman which she takes for granted. The fact that it’s not about ‘someone special’ is
extremely shocking, while also being incredibly relatable.” Sayaka Murata, author of
Convenience Store Woman Kim Jiyoung is a girl born to a mother whose in-laws wanted a
boy. Kim Jiyoung is a sister made to share a room while her brother gets one of his own. Kim
Jiyoung is a female preyed upon by male teachers at school. Kim Jiyoung is a daughter whose
father blames her when she is harassed late at night. Kim Jiyoung is a good student who
doesn’t get put forward for internships. Kim Jiyoung is a model employee but gets overlooked
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for promotion.
domesticity. Kim Jiyoung has started acting strangely. Kim Jiyoung is depressed. Kim Jiyoung
is mad. Kim Jiyoung is her own woman. Kim Jiyoung is every woman. ‘A touchstone for a
conversation around feminism and gender […] Kim Jiyoung can be seen as a sort of sacrifice: a
protagonist who is broken in order to open up a channel for collective rage. Along with...Bong
Joon-ho’s Oscar-winning film Parasite, her story could change the bigger one’ Guardian 'This
witty, disturbing book deals with sexism, mental health issues and the hypocrisy of a country
where young women are “popping caffeine pills and turning jaundiced” as they slave away in
factories helping to fund higher education for male siblings.' The Independent 'A treatise and a
howl of anger […] it describes experiences that will be recognisable everywhere. It’s slim,
unadorned narrative distils a lifetime’s iniquities into a sharp punch. The books demonstrates
the unfairness of the female experience and the sheer difficulty of improving it.’ The Sunday
Times
Understanding North Korea through its propaganda What do the North Koreans really believe?
How do they see themselves and the world around them? Here B.R. Myers, a North Korea
analyst and a contributing editor of The Atlantic, presents the first full-length study of the North
Korean worldview. Drawing on extensive research into the regime’s domestic propaganda,
including films, romance novels and other artifacts of the personality cult, Myers analyzes each
of the country’s official myths in turn—from the notion of Koreans’ unique moral purity, to the
myth of an America quaking in terror of “the Iron General.” In a concise but groundbreaking
historical section, Myers also traces the origins of this official culture back to the Japanese
fascist thought in which North Korea’s first ideologues were schooled. What emerges is a
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completely unlike the West’s perception of it. This is neither a bastion of Stalinism nor
a Confucian patriarchy, but a paranoid nationalist, “military-first” state on the far right of the
ideological spectrum. Since popular support for the North Korean regime now derives almost
exclusively from pride in North Korean military might, Pyongyang can neither be cajoled nor
bullied into giving up its nuclear program. The implications for US foreign policy—which has
hitherto treated North Korea as the last outpost of the Cold War—are as obvious as they are
troubling. With North Korea now calling for a “blood reckoning” with the “Yankee jackals,”
Myers’s unprecedented analysis could not be more timely.
A Kim Jong-Il ProductionThe Incredible True Story of North Korea and the Most Audacious
Kidnapping in HistoryPenguin UK
Now with a new foreword by the author. Shin Dong-hyuk was born in the early 1980s inside
Camp 14, one of five sprawling political prisons in the mountains of North Korea. Located
about 55 miles north of Pyongyang, the labour camp is a 'complete control district,' a no-exit
prison where the only sentence is life. No one born in Camp 14 or in any North Korean political
prison camp has escaped. No one except Shin. This is his story. A gripping, terrifying memoir
with a searing sense of place, ESCAPE FROM CAMP 14 will unlock, through Shin, a dark and
secret nation, taking readers to a place they have never before been allowed to go. 'This is a
story unlike any other' Barbara Demick, author of Nothing to Envy: Ordinary Lives in North
Korea A major documentary film.
A bizarre, little-known tale about the most secretive culture on earth For decades, North Korea
denied any part in the disappearance of dozens of Japanese citizens from Japan’s coastal
towns and cities in the late 1970s. But in 2002, with his country on the brink of collapse, Kim
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admitted to the kidnapping of thirteen people and returned five of them in hopes of
receiving Japanese aid. As part of a global espionage project, the regime had attempted to
reeducate these abductees and make them spy on its behalf. When the scheme faltered, the
captives were forced to teach Japanese to North Korean spies and make lives for themselves,
marrying, having children, and posing as North Korean civilians in guarded communities known
as “Invitation-Only Zones”—the fiction being that they were exclusive enclaves, not prisons.
From the moment Robert S. Boynton saw a photograph of these men and women, he became
obsessed with their story. Torn from their homes as young adults, living for a quarter century in
a strange and hostile country, they were returned with little more than an apology from the
secretive regime. In The Invitation-Only Zone, Boynton untangles the bizarre logic behind the
abductions. Drawing on extensive interviews with the abductees, Boynton reconstructs the
story of their lives inside North Korea and ponders the existential toll the episode has had on
them, and on Japan itself. He speaks with nationalists, spies, defectors, diplomats, abductees,
and even crab fishermen, exploring the cultural and racial tensions between Korea and Japan
that have festered for more than a century. A deeply reported, thoroughly researched book,
The Invitation-Only Zone is a riveting story of East Asian politics and of the tragic human
consequences of North Korea’s zealous attempt to remain relevant in the modern world.

The 'Paektusan Generals' have ruled supreme over North Korea since 1948,
three Kims to rule them all. North Korean historiography, ideology and statecraft
have it that Kim Il Sung, Kim Jong Il and Kim Jong Un are everything from Alpha
to Omega as far as power and charisma is concerned in Pyongyang. Historians
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might of course suggest that this was not always so, that North Korea had to
create its own narrative and mythology as it went along to develop, consolidate
and maintain control over its territory. Kim Il Sung had to be transformed along
the way from guerrilla fighter to father of the nation, founder of a dynasty, heir to
the energies and power of Mount Paektu. This book explores a character vital to
this story and its mythographies, but little known and rarely deeply considered,
Kim Jong Suk, the first wife of Kim Il Sung, mother to Kim Jong Il and
grandmother to Kim Jong Un. Kim Jong Suk is herself transformed by North
Korean history, melded by the political energies of Pyongyang's theatric politics,
moulded by projections of geomantic power from both Korea's deep past, and
nationalist present. Robert Winstanley-Chesters traverses the imagined and
reconstructed mythologies of Kim Jong Suk's transformation from traumatised
child of colonial oppression, to notorious 'crackshot', revolutionary warrior hero, a
New Goddess on Mount Paektu.
In his preface the author states: "The cinema is now one of the main objects on
which efforts should be concentrated in order to conduct the revolution in art and
literature. The cinema occupies an important place in the overall development of
art and literature. As such it is a powerful ideological weapon for the revolution
and construction. Therefore, concentrating efforts on the cinema, making
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breakthroughs and following up success in all areas of art and literature is the
basic principle that we must adhere to in revolutionizing art and literature."Kim
Jong Il (1942- ) is leader of North Korea (1994- ). Kim Jong Il succeeded his
father, Kim Il Sung, who had ruled North Korea since 1948.
This reissue of Paul French's acclaimed introduction to North Korea provides an
up-to-the-minute overview of the politics, economics and history of the DPRK,
with added chapters dealing with recent events. A new foreword examines why
North Korea remains an issue in world politics and argues that an understanding
of the country is more important now than ever. A new in-depth postscript offers
analysis of recent years, why Pyongyang felt compelled to test a bomb and revert
to blatant nuclear diplomacy, and how the crisis can be resolved peacefully.
WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE FOR FICTION 2013 'You know you are in
the hands of someone who can tell a story ... fantastic' ZADIE SMITH Pak Jun
Do knows he is special. He knows he must be the son of the master of the
orphanage, not some kid dumped by his parents - it was obvious from the way
his father singled him out for beatings. He knows he is special when he is picked
as a spy and kidnapper for his country, the glorious Democratic Republic of North
Korea. He knows he must find his true love, Sun Moon, the greatest opera star
who ever lived, before it's too late. He knows he's not like the other prisoners in
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the camp. He's going to get out soon. Definitely
After providing an accessible history of the nation, the author turns his focus to
what North Korea is, what its leadership thinks and how its people cope with
living in such an oppressive and poor place, arguing that North Korea is not
irrational, but rather a nation that has survived against all odds.
A "close-up look at the cloistered country" (USA Today), See You Again in
Pyongyang is American writer Travis Jeppesen's "probing" and "artful" (New York
Times Book Review) chronicle of his travels in North Korea--an eye-opening
portrait that goes behind the headlines about Trump and Kim, revealing North
Koreans' "entrepreneurial spirit, and hidden love of foreign media, as well as their
dreams and fears" (Los Angeles Times). In See You Again in Pyongyang, Travis
Jeppesen culls from his experiences traveling and studying in North Korea to
create a multifaceted portrait of the country and its idiosyncratic capital city.
Jeppesen challenges the notion that Pyongyang is merely a "showcase capital"
where everything is staged for the benefit of foreigners, as well as the idea that
Pyongyangites are brainwashed robots. Jeppesen introduces readers to an array
of fascinating North Koreans, from government ministers with a side hustle in
black market Western products to young people enamored with American pop
culture. Revealing a complex society, rife with contradictions, See You Again in
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Pyongyang is an essential addition to the literature about one of the world's most
fascinating places.
In September 2017, North Korea shocked the world by exploding the most
powerful nuclear device tested anywhere in 25 years. Months earlier, it had
conducted the first test flight of a missile capable of ranging much of the United
States. By the end of that year, Kim Jong Un, the reclusive state's ruler, declared
that his nuclear deterrent was complete. Today, North Korea's nuclear weapons
stockpile and ballistic missile arsenal continues to grow, presenting one of the
most serious challenges to international security to date. Internal regime
propaganda has called North Korea's nuclear forces the country's "treasured
sword," underscoring the cherished place of these weapons in national strategy.
Fiercely committed to self-reliance, Kim remains determined to avoid unilateral
disarmament. Kim Jong Un and the Bomb tells the story of how North Koreaonce derided in the 1970s as a "fourth-rate pipsqueak" of a country by President
Richard Nixon-came to credibly threaten the American homeland by November
2017. Ankit Panda explores the contours of North Korea's nuclear capabilities,
the developmental history of its weapons programs, and the prospects for
disarming or constraining Kim's arsenal. With no signs that North Korea's total
disarmament is imminent over the next years or even decade, Panda explores
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the consequences of a nuclear-armed North Korea for the United States, South
Korea, and the world.
A unique and timely account of life in North Korea. North Korea is like no other
tyranny on earth. It is Orwell's 1984 made reality. The regime controls the flow of
information to its citizens, pouring relentless propaganda through omnipresent
loud speakers. Free speech is an illusion: one word out of line and the gulag
awaits. State spies are everywhere, ready to punish disloyalty and the slightest
sign of discontent. You must bow to Kim Il Sung, the Eternal Leader and to his
son, Generalissimo Kim Jong Il. Worship the dead and then hail the living, the
Supreme Leader Kim Jong Un. North Koreans are told their home is the greatest
nation on earth. Big Brother is always watching. Posing as a university professor,
award-winning BBC journalist John Sweeney travelled undercover to gain
unprecedented access to the world's most secret state. Drawing on his own
experiences and his extensive interviews with defectors and other key witnesses,
North Korea Undercover pulls back the curtain, providing a rare insight into life
there today, examining the country's troubled history and addressing important
questions about its uncertain future. Sweeney's highly engaging, authoritative
account illuminates the dark side of the Hermit Kingdom and challenges the
West's perception of this paranoid nationalist state.
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'His best
book yet' The Times 'Thrilling . . . Macintyre will have you hooked to her life's every
twist and turn' Times / Sunday Times Books of the Year 'Macintyre has found a real-life
heroine worthy of his gifts as John le Carré's nonfiction counterpart' New York Times THE
INCREDIBLE TRUE STORY OF WW2'S MOST EXTRAORDINARY SPY - FROM THE
BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF THE SPY AND THE TRAITOR From planning an assassination
attempt on Hitler in Switzerland, to spying on the Japanese in Manchuria, to preventing nuclear
war (or so she believed) by stealing the science of atomic weaponry from Britain to give to
Moscow, Ursula Kuczynski Burton conducted some of the most dangerous espionage
operations of the twentieth century. Born to a German Jewish family, as Ursula grew, so did
the Nazis' power. A fanatical opponent of the fascism that ravaged her homeland, she was
drawn to communism as a young woman, motivated by the promise of a fair and peaceful
society. She eventually became a spymaster, saboteur, bomb-maker and secret agent. In
Agent Sonya, Britain's most acclaimed historian vividly reveals the fascinating tale of a life that
would change the course of history. Classic Ben Macintyre - a gripping ride, based on
meticulous research, that reads like a novel - this is the greatest spy story never told. 'This
book is classic Ben Macintyre . . . quirky human details enliven every page' Clare Mulley,
Spectator 'Spins gloriously through one of the most extraordinary private lives of the twentieth
century' Tony Rennell, Daily Mail Book of the Week 'She is the strongest character of all in
Macintyre's bestselling series of wartime tales . . . I raced through the pages to keep up with
the plot' Julian Glover, Evening Standard 'This impeccably researched account of her double
life spans continents and is brilliantly compelling' Sunday Mirror
Like many ideological dictatorships of the twentieth century, North Korea has always
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cinema an indispensible propaganda tool. No other medium penetrated the whole
of the population so thoroughly, and no other medium remained so strictly and exclusively
under state control. Through movies, the two successive leaders Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il
propagandized their policies and sought to rally the masses behind them, with great success.
This volume chronicles the history of North Korean cinema from its beginnings to today,
examining the obstacles the film industry faced as well as the many social problems the films
themselves reveal. It provides detailed analyses of major and minor films and explores
important developments in the industry within the context of the concurrent social and political
atmosphere. Through the lens of cinema emerges a fresh perspective on the history of North
Korean politics, culture, and ideology.
The Great Successor is an irreverent yet insightful quest to understand the life of Kim Jong Un,
one of the world's most secretive dictators. Kim's life is swathed in myth and propaganda, from
the plainly silly--he supposedly ate so much Swiss cheese that his ankles gave way--to the
grimly bloody stories of the ways his enemies and rival family members have perished at his
command. One of the most knowledgeable journalists on modern Korea, Anna Fifield has
exclusive access to Kim's aunt and uncle who posed as his parents while he was growing up in
Switzerland, members of the entourage that accompanied Dennis Rodman on his quasiambassadorial visits with Kim, and the Japanese sushi chef whom Kim befriended and who
was the first outsider to identify him as the inevitable successor to his father as supreme ruler.
She has been able to create a captivating portrait of the oddest and most isolated political
regime in the world, one that is broken yet able to summon a US president for peace talks,
bankrupt yet in possession of nuclear weapons. Kim Jong Un; ridiculous but deadly, and a man
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‘The young dictator comes under close scrutiny in this intelligent account' Sunday Times The
mysterious, brutal, and calculating Kim Jong Un has risen to become the unchallenged dictator
of a nuclear rogue state. He now possesses weaponry capable of threatening America and its
allies, and his actions have already significantly changed global politics. It’s believed that Kim
Jong Un is in his thirties, only a few years into what will likely be decades of leadership. He is
in the news almost every day, and yet we still know almost nothing about him and how he
became the supreme leader of the hermit kingdom. Former CIA analyst and North Korea
expert Jung H. Pak reveals the explosive story of Kim Jong Il’s third son: the spoilt and
impetuous child, the mediocre student, the ruthless murderer, the shrewd grand strategist.
North Korea continues to make headlines, arousing curiosity and fear in equal measure. The
world's most secretive nuclear power, it still has Gulag-style prison camps, allows no access to
the Internet and bans its people from talking to foreigners without official approval. In this
remarkable and eye-opening book, internationally best-selling author Paul French examines in
forensic detail the history and politics of North Korea, Pyongyang's complex relations with
South Korea, Japan, China and America, and the implications of Kim Jong-un's increasingly
belligerent leadership following the death of his father, Kim Jong-il. As an already unstable
North Korea grows ever more unpredictable, antagonizing enemies and allies alike, North
Korea: State of Paranoia delivers a provocative and frightening account of a potentially
explosive nuclear tripwire.
"In this rare insider's view into contemporary North Korea, a high-ranking counterintelligence
agent describes his life as a former poet laureate to Kim Jong-il and his breathtaking escape to
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freedom.
"The General will now enter the room." Everyone turns to stone. Not moving my
head, I direct my eyes to a point halfway up the archway where Kim Jong-il's face will soon
appear... As North Korea's State Poet Laureate, Jang Jin-sung led a charmed life. With food
provisions (even as the country suffered through its great famine), a travel pass, access to
strictly censored information, and audiences with Kim Jong-il himself, his life in Pyongyang
seemed safe and secure. But this privileged existence was about to be shattered. When a
strictly forbidden magazine he lent to a friend goes missing, Jang Jin-sung must flee for his life.
Never before has a member of the elite described the inner workings of this totalitarian state
and its propaganda machine. An astonishing expose; told through the heart-stopping story of
Jang Jin-sung's escape to South Korea, Dear Leader is a rare and unprecedented insight into
the world's most secretive and repressive regime"-A Kim Jong-Il Production by Paul Fischer - love, films and kidnapping in North Korea, the
world's wildest regime Before becoming the world's most notorious dictator, Kim Jong-Il ran
North Korea's film industry. He directed every film made in the country but knew they were
nothing compared to Hollywood. Then he hit on the perfect solution: order the kidnapping of
South Korea's most famous actress and her ex-husband, the country's most acclaimed
director. In a jaw-dropping mission the couple were kidnapped, held hostage and then
'employed' to make films for the Dear Leader, including a remake of Godzilla. They gained
Kim's trust - but could they escape? A non-fiction thriller with a plot so jaw-dropping even
Hollywood couldn't make it up, this extraordinary book will be enjoyed by fans of Argo and
Nothing to Envy. 'A story almost too wild to believe . . . Unputdownable' Benjamin Wallace,
author of New York Times bestseller The Billionaire's Vinegar Paul Fischer is a film producer
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and writer.
Born in Saudi Arabia and raised in France, he studied Social Sciences at the Institut
d'Etudes Politiques in Paris and Film at the University of Southern California and the New York
Film Academy. He has worked as an independent film producer in London for the past seven
years; his first feature, the documentary Radioman, won the Grand Jury Prize at the Doc NYC
festival. A Kim Jong-Il Production is his first book.
This timely, pathbreaking study of North Korea’s political history and culture sheds invaluable
light on the country’s unique leadership continuity and succession. Leading scholars Heonik
Kwon and Byung-Ho Chung begin by tracing Kim Il Sung’s rise to power during the Cold War.
They show how his successor, his eldest son, Kim Jong Il, sponsored the production of
revolutionary art to unleash a public political culture that would consolidate Kim’s charismatic
power and his own hereditary authority. The result was the birth of a powerful modern theater
state that sustains North Korean leaders’ sovereignty now to a third generation. In defiance of
the instability to which so many revolutionary states eventually succumb, the durability of
charismatic politics in North Korea defines its exceptional place in modern history. Kwon and
Chung make an innovative contribution to comparative socialism and postsocialism as well as
to the anthropology of the state. Their pioneering work is essential for all readers interested in
understanding North Korea’s past and future, the destiny of charismatic power in modern
politics, the role of art in enabling this power.

Before becoming the world's most notorious dictator, Kim Jong-Il ran North
Korea's Ministry for Propaganda and its film studios. Conceiving every movie
made, he acted as producer and screenwriter. Despite this control, he was
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underwhelmed by the available talent and took drastic steps, ordering the
kidnapping of Choi Eun-Hee (Madam Choi)—South Korea's most famous
actress—and her ex-husband Shin Sang-Ok, the country's most famous
filmmaker.Madam Choi vanished first. When Shin went to Hong Kong to
investigate, he was attacked and woke up wrapped in plastic sheeting aboard a
ship bound for North Korea. Madam Choi lived in isolated luxury, allowed only to
attend the Dear Leader's dinner parties. Shin, meanwhile, tried to escape, was
sent to prison camp, and "re-educated." After four years he cracked, pledging
loyalty. Reunited with Choi at the first party he attends, it is announced that the
couple will remarry and act as the Dear Leader's film advisors. Together they
made seven films, in the process gaining Kim Jong-Il's trust. While pretending to
research a film in Vienna, they flee to the U.S. embassy and are swept to
safety.A nonfiction thriller packed with tension, passion, and politics, author Paul
Fischer's A Kim Jong-Il Production offers a rare glimpse into a secretive world,
illuminating a fascinating chapter of North Korea's history that helps explain how
it became the hermetically sealed, intensely stage-managed country it remains
today.
There is hardly another country as isolated and with such a bleak image as North
Korea. Prospects look bleak for any improvement in relations with the West let
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alone the start of a dialogue on human rights. Offering a nuanced analysis of the
North Korean situation, this study argues that not only is a constructive dialogue
on human rights possible but also it is desirable for both parties.
Previously published in Japan in 2000. Translated from Japanese by Risa
Kobayashi and Martin Brown. First published in English by AmazonCrossing in
2017.
From EDITOR'S NOTEAfter carefully considering the position and importance of
cinematic art in the revolution and construction, dear Comrade Kim Jong Il wrote
the treatise "Theory of Cinematic Art" whichclarifies the theoretical and practical
problems of cinematic art as a whole.This treatise gives a comprehensive and
detailed account of all the aspects of creating and developing this form of art,
such as lifeand literature, the cinema and directing, the character and the actor,
images and shooting, the screen and fine art, scenery and music, artand creative
work creation and guidance and so on.We are publishing "The Cinema and
Directing" to follow "Life and Literature" from this "Theory of Cinematic Art" in a
number oflanguages.
Shin Sang-ok (1926–2006) was arguably the most important Korean filmmaker of
the postwar era. Over seven decades, he directed or produced nearly 200 films,
including A Flower in Hell (1958) and Pulgasari (1985), and his career took him
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from late-colonial Korea to postwar South and North Korea to Hollywood.
Notoriously crossing over to the North in 1978, Shin made a series of popular
films under Kim Jong-il before seeking asylum in 1986 and resuming his career in
South Korea and Hollywood. In Split Screen Korea, Steven Chung illuminates the
story of postwar Korean film and popular culture through the first in-depth
account in English of Shin’s remarkable career. Shin’s films were shaped by
national division and Cold War politics, but Split Screen Korea finds surprising
aesthetic and political continuities across not only distinct phases in modern
South Korean history but also between South and North Korea. These are
unveiled most dramatically in analysis of the films Shin made on opposite sides
of the DMZ. Chung explains how a filmmaking sensibility rooted in the South
Korean market and the global style of Hollywood could have been viable in the
North. Combining close readings of a broad range of films with research on the
industrial and political conditions of Korean film production, Split Screen Korea
shows how cinematic styles, popular culture, and intellectual discourse bridged
the divisions of postwar Korea, raising new questions about the implications of
political partition.
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