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In this timeless and profound inquiry, Aristotle presents a view
of the psyche that avoids the simplifications both of the
materialists and those who believe in the soul as something
quite distinct from body. On the Soul also includes Aristotle's
idiosyncratic and influential account of light and colors. On
Memory and Recollection continues the investigation of some
of the topics introduced in On the Soul. Sachs's fresh and
jargon-free approach to the translation of Aristotle, his lively
and insightful introduction, and his notes and glossaries, all
bring out the continuing relevance of Aristotle's thought to
biological and philosophical questions.
Aristotle's views on the fundamental nature of reality are
usually taken to be inconsistent. The two main sources for
these views are the Categories and the central books of the
Metaphysics, particularly book Zeta. In the early theory of the
Categories the basic entities of the world are concrete objects
such as Socrates: Aristotle calls them 'primary substances'.
But the later theory awards this title to the forms of concrete
objects. Michael Wedin proposes a compatibilist solution to
this long-standing puzzle, arguing that Aristotle is engaged in
quite different projects in the two works. The theory of
Metaphysics Zeta is meant to explain central features of the
standing doctrine of the Categories, and so presupposes the
essential truth of the early theory. The Categories offers a
theory of underlying ontological configurations, while book
Zeta gives form the status of primary substance because it is
primarily the form of a concrete object that explains its nature,
and thisform is the substance of the object. So when the late
theory identifies primary substance with form, it appeals to an
explanatory primacy that is quite distinct from the ontological
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primacy that dominates the Categories. Wedin's new
interpretation thus allows us to see the two treatises as
complementing each other: they are parts of a unified history
of substance.
A distinguished group of scholars of ancient philosophy here
presents a systematic study of the twelfth book of Aristotle's
Metaphysics. Lambda, which can be regarded as a selfstanding treatise on substance, has been attracting particular
attention in recent years, and was chosen as the focus of the
fourteenth Symposium Aristotelicum, from which this volume
derives. At the Symposium, each of Lambda's ten chapters
was taken in turn as the subject of asession at which a
specially written paper was read to and discussed by the
assembled symposiasts. (The ninth chapter commanded two
sessions by dint of its particular difficulty.) The papers have
been revised in the light of discussion, and are now offered to
a wider audience as a discursive commentary on pointsof
particular philosophical interest covering all of Lambda.
Michael Frede's extensive Introduction aims to give a broader
view of Lambda as a whole and the problems it raises, and
thus to provide the context for the discussion of each of the
chapters. This volume will be a resource of great value and
interest for anyone working on ancient metaphysics and
theology.
In this volume, nine leading scholars of ancient philosophy
offer a systematic study of Book Beta of Aristotle's
Metaphysics. They work through a series of problems which
Aristotle presents, discussing such topics as causation,
substance, properties, & the ontology of both the perishable &
the imperishable world.
Aristotelian (or neo-Aristotelian) metaphysics is currently
undergoing something of a renaissance. This volume brings
together fourteen essays from leading philosophers who are
sympathetic to this conception of metaphysics, which takes its
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cue from the idea that metaphysics is the first philosophy. The
primary input from Aristotle is methodological, but many
themes familiar from his metaphysics will be discussed,
including ontological categories, the role and interpretation of
the existential quantifier, essence, substance, natural kinds,
powers, potential, and the development of life. The volume
mounts a strong challenge to the type of ontological
deflationism which has recently gained a strong foothold in
analytic metaphysics. It will be a useful resource for scholars
and advanced students who are interested in the foundations
and development of philosophy.
This book will remain timeless in its study of Aristotle's
objective grasp of reality. The book's uniqueness lies in its
aim of letting Aquinas himself speak on the subject of
metaphysics. The work embraces both a history of philosophy
and Aristotle's subsequent reasoning toward God as pure act.
Readers will find a summary of the wealth of insight of
Aristotle, further elaborated by Aquinas. Metaphysics of
Aquinas will appeal to both graduate and undergraduate
students and scholars of metaphysics. Contents: Preface;
PART ONE: INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY; Prologue
of Aquinas; The Human Being Naturally Desires to Know; The
Wise Human Being and Metaphysics; Pursuit of First Causes
in the Past; Critique of Early Thinking on First Causes; The
Human Being and Knowledge of Truth; The Subject of
Metaphysics; The First Principles of Demonstration; The
Vocabulary of Philosophy; How Metaphysics Treats of Being;
PART TWO: FIRST PHILOSOPHY OR METAPHYSICS;
Substance, the Principal Subject of Metaphysics; Potency
and Act; One, and What Follows upon One; The First
Principles of Being; Appendix; Bibliography; Index.
Daniel Graham offers a clear, accurate new translation of the
eighth book of Aristotle's Physics, accompanied by a careful
philosophical commentary to guide the reader towards
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understanding of this key text in the history of Western
thought. It is the culmination of Aristotle's theory of nature: he
explains motion in the universe in terms of a single source
and regulating principle, a first `unmoved mover'.
Focusing on the medieval reception of Book Zeta of
Aristotle’s Metaphysics, Volume One of this work offers an
unprecedented and philosophically oriented study of medieval
ontology against the background of the current metaphysical
debate on the nature of material objects. Volume Two makes
available to scholars one of the culminating points in the
medieval reception of Aristotle’s metaphysical thought by
presenting the first critical edition of Book VII of Paul of
Venice’s Commentary on Aristotle’s Metaphysics
(1420-1424).”
When several things are ordained to one thing, one of them
must rule or govern and the rest be ruled or governed, as the
Philosopher, teaches in the Politics. This is evident in the
union of soul and body, for the soul naturally commands and
the body obeys. The same thing is true of the soul’s powers,
for the concupiscible and irascible appetites are ruled in a
natural order by reason. Now all the sciences and arts are
ordained to one thing, namely, to man’s perfection, which is
happiness. Hence one of these sciences and arts must be the
mistress of all the others, and this rightly lays claim to the
name wisdom; for it is the office of the wise man to direct
others. Aeterna Press
In this annotated critical edition of Aristotle's 'Metaphysics
Lambda' Stefan Alexandru explores and utilizes for the first
time numerous previously neglected textual sources, written
in Greek, Latin, Arabic, and Hebrew. The twelfth book of the
'Metaphysics', originally an independent treatise, is crucial for
the understanding of Aristotle's philosophy, primarily because
the doctrine of the Unmoved Mover is nowhere else set forth
in greater detail. Not only all the forty-two formerly known
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Greek codices have been collated, but also commentaries
and translations. Moreover, a hitherto undiscovered,
independent manuscript, representing a tenuous and
particularly valuable branch of the direct tradition, is minutely
investigated. The document in question, preserved in the
Vatican, is an autograph of the Byzantine humanist and
Ecumenical Patriarch Gennadios II Scholarios.
This volume presents a commentary on Aristotle's
Metaphysics Book 12 by pseudo-Alexander in a new
translation accompanied by explanatory notes, introduction
and indexes. Fred D. Miller, Jr. argues that the author of the
commentary is in fact not Alexander of Aphrodisias, Aristotle's
distant successor in early 3rd century CE Athens and his
leading defender and interpreter, but Michael of Ephesus
from Constantinople as late as the 12th century CE. Robert
Browning had earlier made the case that Michael was
enlisted by Princess Anna Comnena in a project to restore
and complete the ancient Greek commentaries on Aristotle,
including those of Alexander; he did so by incorporating
available ancient commentaries into commentaries of his
own. Metaphysics Book 12 posits a god as the supreme
cause of motion in the cosmic system Aristotle had
elaborated elsewhere as having the earth at the centre. The
fixed stars are whirled around it on an outer sphere, the sun,
moon and recognised planets on interior spheres, but with
counteracting spheres to make the motions of each
independent of the motions of others and of the fixed stars,
thus yielding a total of 55 spheres. Motion is transmitted from
a divine unmoved mover through divine moved movers which
move the celestial spheres, and on to the perishable realms.
Chapters 1 to 5 describe the principles and causes of the
perishable substances nearer the centre of the universe,
while Chapters 6 to 10 seek to prove the existence and
attributes of the celestial substances beyond.
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The systematic comparison of Avicenna’s Il?hiyy?t of the Šif?'
with Aristotle’s Metaphysics, accomplished for the first time
in the present volume, provides a detailed account of
Avicenna’s reworking of the epistemological profile and
contents of the Metaphysics and a comprehensive
investigation of this latter’s transmission in pre-Avicennian
Greek and Arabic philosophy.
Presents Aristotle's argument that the reality of things lies in
their concrete forms, laying the foundation for one of the
cardinal branches of Western philosophy.

"This addition to the Clarendon Aristotle series
comprises a new translation of Aristotle's
Metaphysics Book [Theta], an introduction to the
basic notions and problems around which the book
is structured, and a detailed chapter-by-chapter
critical commentary. Makin's aim throughout is to
present Aristotle's text in as accessible a manner as
possible, and to encourage and enable readers to
engage critically with Aristotle's arguments.
Metaphysics Book [Theta] is an extended discussion
of the distinction between the actual and the
potential, a distinction which is important both for
Aristotle's own thought and for later philosophers.
Aristotle starts by considering the relation between
capacities and changes, and then expands his
discussion to cover the notions of matter and
substance, which are at the heart of his ontology.
Among the topics covered in detail in the
commentary are the distinctions between two-way
and one-way capacities, and between rational and
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non-rational capacities; arguments against reductive
views of possibility and impossibility; Aristotle's
treatment of capacity identity and his account of the
exercise of capacities; Aristotle's answer to the
question 'what is it to be potentially such and such?';
his defence of the idea that actuality is prior in
various ways to potentiality; and his brief comments
on the evaluation of potentialities and actualities, the
role of the actual-potential distinction in geometrical
knowledge, and his treatment of truth and falsity."
--Book Jacket.
The Clarendon Aristotle Series is designed for both
students and professionals. It provides accurate
translations of selected Aristotelian texts,
accompanied by incisive commentaries that focus on
philosophical problems and issues. The volumes in
the series have been widely welcomed and
favourably reviewed. Important new titles are being
added to the series, and a number of wellestablished volumes are being reissued with
revisions and/or supplementary material. Lindsay
Judson provides a rigorous translation of the twelfth
book (Lambda) of Aristotle's Metaphysics and a
detailed philosophical commentary. Lambda is an
outline for a much more extended work in
metaphysics - or more accurately, since Aristotle
does not use the term 'metaphysics', in what he calls
'first philosophy', the inquiry into 'the principles and
causes of all things'. Aristotle discusses the
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principles of natural and changeable substances,
which include form, matter, privation and efficient
cause; he argues that principles of this sort are, at
least by analogy, the principles of non-substantial
items as well. In the second half of the book he turns
to unchanging, immaterial substances, first arguing
that there must be at least one such substance,
which he calls 'God', to act as the 'prime unmoved
mover', the source of all change in the natural world.
He then explores the nature of God and its activity of
thinking (it is the fullest exposition there is of
Aristotle's extraordinary and very difficult conception
of his supreme god, its goodness, and its activity),
and in the course of arguing for a plurality of
immaterial unmoved movers he provides important
evidence for the leading astronomical theory of his
day (by Eudoxus) and for his own highly impressive
cosmology. The commentary on each chapter or pair
of chapters is preceded by a Prologue, which sets
the scene for Aristotle's often very compressed
discussion, and explores the general issues raised
by that discussion. The Introduction discusses the
place of Lambda in the Metaphysics, and offers a
solution to the problem of the unity of Aristotle's
project in the book.
"Foundational in its consideration of being and the
transcendentals, the Metaphysics of Aristotle is a
dense and difficult work on its own. This volume
contains the first half of St. Thomas's commentary
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on the Metaphysics, beginning with discussing the
views of Aristotle's predecessors and moving
towards a discussion of being"-Lambda, the twelfth book of Aristotle's 'Metaphysics',
is an outline for a much more extended work in
metaphysics or, more accurately, in what Aristotle
calls 'first philosophy', the inquiry into 'the principles
and causes of all things'. Lindsay Judson provides a
rigorous translation of this important book and a
detailed philosophical commentary.
The problem of being is central to Western
metaphysics. Etched sharply in the verses of
Parmenides, it took on distinctive colouring in
Aristotle as the subject matter of a science expressly
labelled 'theological.' For Aristotle, being could not
be shared in generic fashion by other natures. As a
nature it had to be found not in various species but in
a primary instance only. The science specified by the
primary nature was accordingly the one science that
under the aspect of being treated universally of
whatever is: it dealt with being qua being.
Presents the full text of "Metaphysics," by Aristotle,
presented by the Perseus Project of the Department
of Classics at Tufts University in Medford,
Massachusetts. Includes author information and help
for texts and text tools. Offers Greek text with
morphological links. Links to the home page of the
Perseus Project.
Joe Sachs has followed up his brilliant translation of
Page 9/17

Access Free Aristotle Notes Metaphysics
Aristotle's Physics with a new translation of
Metaphysics. Sachs's translations bring
distinguished new light onto Aristotle's works, which
are foundational to history of science. Sachs
translates Aristotle with an authenticity that was lost
when Aristotle was translated into Latin and abstract
Latin words came to stand for concepts Aristotle
expressed with phrases in everyday Greek
language. When the works began being translated
into English, those abstract Latin words or their
cognates were used, thus suggesting a level of
jargon and abstraction, and in some cases
misleading interpretation, which was not Aristotle's
language or style. These important new translations
open up Aristotle's original thought to readers.
Martin Heidegger's reading of Aristotle was one of
the pivotal influences in the development of his
philosophy. First published in German in 1981 as
volume 33 of Heidegger's Collected Works, this book
translates a lecture course he presented at the
University of Freiburg in 1931. Heidegger's careful
translation and his probing commentary on the first
three chapters of Book IX of Metaphysics show the
close correlation between his phenomenological
interpretation of the Greeks (especially of Aristotle)
and his critique of metaphysics. Additionally,
Heidegger's confrontation with Aristotle's Greek text
makes a significant contribution to contemporary
scholarship on Aristotle, particularly the
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understanding of potentiality in Aristotle's thought.
Finally, the book exemplifies Heidegger's gift for
teaching students how to read a philosophical text
and how to question that text in a philosophical way.
Few philosophical books have been so influential in
the development of Western thought as Aristotle’s
Metaphysics. In fourteen substantial essays this
volume reconstructs the late medieval reception of
this work, by focusing on the main medieval
commentators and a common set of metaphysical
topics.
The Clarendon Aristotle Series is designed for both
students and professionals. It provides accurate
translations of selected Aristotelian texts,
accompanied by incisive commentaries that focus on
philosophical problems and issues. The volumes in
the series have been widely welcomed and
favourably reviewed. Important new titles are being
added to the series, and a number of wellestablished volumes are being reissued with
revisions and/or supplementary material. Laura M.
Castelli presents a new translation and
comprehensive commentary of the tenth book (Iota)
of Aristotle's Metaphysics, which provides Aristotle's
most systematic account of what it is for something
to be one, what it is for something to be a unit of
measurement, what contraries are, and what the
function of contraries is in shaping the structure of
reality into genera and species. There are some
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objective difficulties in making sense of Iota as a part
of the Metaphysics and as a piece of Aristotelian
philosophy. Castelli's Introduction tackles such
general difficulties, while the commentary provides a
detailed analysis of the arguments, of the more
specific issues and of the philosophical points
emerging from Aristotle's text. The English
translation, based on Ross' critical edition, is meant
as a tool for readers with or without knowledge of
ancient Greek.
Examines Aristotle's doctrine of hylomorphism and
its importance for understanding the process by
which substances come into being.
This new translation of Aristotle's Metaphysics in its
entirety is a model of accuracy and consistency,
presented with a wealth of annotation and
commentary. Sequentially numbered endnotes
provide the information most needed at each
juncture, while a detailed Index of Terms guides the
reader to places where focused discussion of key
notions occurs. An illuminating general Introduction
describes the book that lies ahead, explaining what it
is about, what it is trying to do, how it goes about
doing it, and what sort of audience it presupposes.
Substance and Essence in Aristotle is a close study
of Aristotle's most profound—and perplexing—treatise:
Books VII-IX of the Metaphysics. These central
books, which focus on the nature of substance, have
gained a deserved reputation for their difficulty,
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inconclusiveness, and internal inconsistency.
Despite these problems, Witt extracts from Aristotle's
text a coherent and provocative view about sensible
substance by focusing on Aristotle's account of form
or essence. After exploring the context in which
Aristotle's discussion of sensible substance takes
place, Witt turns to his analysis of essence. Arguing
against the received interpretation, according to
which essences are classificatory, Witt maintains
that a substance's essence is what causes it to exist.
In addition, Substance and Essence in Aristotle
challenges the orthodox view that Aristotelian
essences are species-essences, defending instead
the controversial position that they are individual
essences. Finally, Witt compares Aristotelian
essentialism to contemporary essentialist theories,
focusing in particular on Kripke's work. She
concludes that fundamental differences between
Aristotelian and contemporary essentialist theories
highlight important features of Aristotle's theory and
the philosophical problems and milieu that
engendered it.
The treatise known as book Lambda of Aristotle’s
Metaphysics has become one of the most debated
issues of recent scholarship. Aristotle adresses here
fundamental questions of his theory of substance,
his idea of causes and principles, and his concept of
motions. Furthermore, the importance of the text is
due to the fact that it contains an outline of what was
Page 13/17

Access Free Aristotle Notes Metaphysics
traditionally understood as Aristotle’s theology.
Michael J. Loux here presents a fresh reading of two
of the most important books of the Metaphysics,
Books Z and H, in which Aristotle presents his
mature theory of primary substances (ousiai).
Focusing on the interplay of Aristotle's early and late
views, Loux maintans that the later concept of ousia
should be understood in terms of a theory of
predication that carries interesting implications for
contemporary metaphysics. Loux argues that in his
first attempt in identifying ousiai in the Categories,
Aristotle encountered a set of ontological problems
which he wrestled with again in Metaphysics Z and
H. In the Categories, where the primary realities are
basic subjects of predication construed in
essentialist terms as things falling under natural
kinds, familiar particulars are the primary ousiai. In
subsequent works, Aristotle holds that since familiar
particulars come into being and pass away, they
must be composites of matter and form; and in
Metaphysics Z and H, he explores the implications of
this insight for the search for ousia. Maintaining that
the substantial forms of familiar particulars are the
primary ousiai, the later Aristotle interprets forms as
predicable universals rather than as particulars, each
uniquely possessed by a single object.
"On Sense and the Sensible" by Aristotle (translated
by John Isaac Beare). Published by Good Press.
Good Press publishes a wide range of titles that
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encompasses every genre. From well-known
classics & literary fiction and non-fiction to
forgotten?or yet undiscovered gems?of world
literature, we issue the books that need to be read.
Each Good Press edition has been meticulously
edited and formatted to boost readability for all ereaders and devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks
that are user-friendly and accessible to everyone in a
high-quality digital format.
A concise, accessible and student-friendly
introduction to a key text in Ancient Philosophy.
This is a 1988 philosophical introduction to Aristotle,
and Professor Lear starts where Aristotle himself
starts. The first sentence of the Metaphysics states
that all human beings by their nature desire to know.
But what is it for us to be animated by this desire in
this world? What is it for a creature to have a nature;
what is our human nature; what must the world be
like to be intelligible; and what must we be like to
understand it systematically? Through a
consideration of these questions Professor Lear
introduces us to the essence of Aristotle's philosophy
and guides us through the central Aristotelian texts selected from the Physics, Metaphysics, Ethics,
Politics and from the biological and logical works.
The book is written in a direct, lucid style which
engages the reader with the themes in an active,
participatory manner.
The problem of the one and the many is central to
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ancient Greek philosophy, but surprisingly little
attention has been paid to Aristotle's treatment of it
in the Metaphysics. This omission is all the more
surprising because the Metaphysics is one of our
principal sources for thinking that the problem is
central and for the views of other ancient
philosophers on it.The Central Books of the
Metaphysics are widely recognized as the most
difficult portion of a most difficult work. Halper uses
the problem of the one and the many as a lens
through which to examine the Central Books. What
he sees is an extraordinary degree of doctrinal
cogency and argumentative coherence in a work that
almost everyone else supposes to be some sort of
patchwork. Rather than trying to elucidate Aristotle's
doctrines-most of which have little explicitly to do
with the problem, Halper holds that the problem of
the one and the many, in various formulations, is the
key problematic from which Aristotle begins and with
which he constructs his arguments. Thus, exploring
the problem of the one and the many turns out to be
a way to reconstruct Aristotle's arguments in the
Metaphysics. Armed with the arguments, Halper is
able to see Aristotle's characteristic doctrines as
conclusions. These latter are, for the most part,
supported by showing that they resolve otherwise
insoluble problems. Moreover, having Aristotle's
arguments enables Halper to delimit those doctrines
and to resolve the apparent contradiction in
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Aristotle's account of primary ousia, the classic
problem of the Central Books. Although there is no
way to make the Metaphysics easy, this very
thorough treatment of the text succeeds in making it
surprisingly intelligible.
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