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Artefacts In Roman Britain Their Purpose And Use
The British Museum's new introductory guide to Roman Britain combines an informative
text with first-class design and is illustrated with plentiful artefacts from the museum's
collections. Throughout the book the emphasis is on cultural interaction and change,
showing the impact of the Roman presence, but also British survivals; the book starts,
perhaps unusually for general guides of this kind, with a section on pre-Roman Britain,
and ends with a chapter on Britons after Rome. In between we learn about the military,
the new literate culture introduced by Rome, about the impact of Rome on the rural
economy, and on life in the new towns, as well as about religion. Constant reference to
archaeological finds and sites gives a sense of place, and also of regional variation.
Shortlisted for the 2013 Samuel Johnson Prize, the Thwaites Wainwright Prize and the
2014 Dolman Travel Book Award This is a book about the encounter with Roman
Britain: about what the idea of ‘Roman Britain’ has meant to those who came after
Britain’s 400-year stint as province of Rome – from the medieval mythographerhistorian Geoffrey of Monmouth to Edward Elgar and W.H. Auden. What does Roman
Britain mean to us now? How were its physical remains rediscovered and made sense
of? How has it been reimagined, in story and song and verse? Charlotte Higgins has
traced these tales by setting out to discover the remains of Roman Britain for herself,
sometimes on foot, sometimes in a splendid, though not particularly reliable, VW
camper van. Via accounts of some of Britain's most intriguing, and often unjustly
overlooked ancient monuments, Under Another Sky invites us to see the British
landscape, and British history, in an entirely fresh way: as indelibly marked by how the
Romans first imagined, and wrote, these strange and exotic islands, perched on the
edge of the known world, into existence.
An investigation of the cultural and ritual significance behind the placing of personal
ornaments in certain contexts, notably temples, shrines and burials. Drawing
throughout on archaeological and iconographic evidence, Puttock examines the votive
role of Romano-British jewellery and trinkets and highlights their association with health
and fertility, young women and children. Puttock also discusses the continuity of Celtic
beliefs and rituals in Britain throughout the Roman period. No illustrations.
Questioning many current assumptions, this wide-ranging study presents a radical
reinterpretation of Britain in the period AD 400-600.
Delving into the Portable Antiquities Scheme archives to explore 50 finds from Britain's
Roman history.
The lengthy subtitle aptly describes the content of this volume as an 'Analysis of the
morphology, manufacture and use of selected categories of domestic wooden artefacts
with particular reference to the material from Roman Britain'. Paola Pugsley presents
an in-depth analysis of a limited assemblage of domestic wooden material from Britain,
and comparative objects from Europe, discussing issues and problems of preservation,
deposition and interpretation. Among the objects considered are combs and other
grooming accessories, wood-soled footwear, boxes, tableware and kitchen equipment,
supplemented by evidence from literary sources, iconography and an experimental
study that focused on technological aspects. Pugsley concludes that many of the
objects had important social as well as utilitarian functions and that the Roman period
was a time of innovation which led to significant developments in technology and
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design. English text; abstracts in French, Italian and German.
Superbly illustrated throughout, this illuminating account of Britain as a Roman province
includes dramatic aerial views of Roman remains, reconstruction drawings and images
of Roman villas, mosaics, coins, pottery and sculpture. The text has been updated to
incorporate the latest research and recent discoveries, including the largest Roman
coin hoard ever found in Britain, the thirty decapitated skeletons found in York and the
magnificent Crosby Garrett parade helmet. Guy de la Bédoyère is one of the public
faces of Romano-British history and archaeology through his many appearances on
several television programmes and is the author of numerous books on the period.
A new edition of the 1992 book detailing the complexities of life for women in Roman
Britain. This edition chronicles the latest discoveries - tombstones, writing tablets, curse
tablets, burials and artefacts - to create a vivid picture of the lives, habits and thoughts
of women in Britain over four centuries. Diversity of backgrounds, traditions and tastes
lies at the heart of the book - displaying the cosmopolitan nature of the Romano-British
society. Lindsay Allason-Jones explores all aspects of women's life - from social status
to hairstyles.
The Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS) is a project run by the British Museum which
encourages the voluntary reporting of archaeological artefacts discovered by members of the
public in England and Wales, particularly metal detector users. Finds are recorded onto a
database (available at www.finds.org.uk), and this resource now holds records for over
800,000 archaeological objects, a figure which increases on a daily basis. Since its
establishment in 1997, it has become a key resource for archaeological researchers. Around
40 per cent of the artefacts recorded on the database are of Roman date, and the principal aim
of this book is to assess the contribution that this resource can make to our understanding of
Roman Britain. Bringing together vast quantities of seemingly random finds scattered across
the English and Welsh countryside, Tom Brindle brings order to this data by showing how it
can be used to indicate the presence of 240 previously unknown Roman sites. These sites are
presented within a series of regional case studies which discuss important new sites as well as
statistics that contribute significantly to the understanding of the density of settlement in rural
Roman Britain.
Studies on finds in Roman Britain and the Western Provinces have come to greater
prominence in the literature of recent years. The quality of such work has also improved, and is
now theoretically informed, and based on rich data-sets. Work on finds over the last decade or
two has changed our understanding of the Roman era in profound ways, and yet despite such
encouraging advances and such clear worth, there has to date, been little in the way of a
dedicated forum for the presentation and evaluation of current approaches to the study of
material culture. The conference at which these papers were initially presented has gone some
way to redressing this, and these papers bring the very latest studies on Roman finds to a
wider audience. Twenty papers are here presented covering various themes.
The Roman period witnessed massive changes in the human-material environment, from
monumentalised cityscapes to standardised low-value artefacts like pottery. This book
explores new perspectives to understand this Roman ‘object boom’ and its impact on Roman
history. In particular, the book’s international contributors question the traditional dominance of
‘representation’ in Roman archaeology, whereby objects have come to stand for social
phenomena such as status, facets of group identity, or notions like Romanisation and
economic growth. Drawing upon the recent material turn in anthropology and related
disciplines, the essays in this volume examine what it means to materialise Roman history,
focusing on the question of what objects do in history, rather than what they represent. In
challenging the dominance of representation, and exploring themes such as the impact of
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standardisation and the role of material agency, Materialising Roman History is essential
reading for anyone studying material culture from the Roman world (and beyond).
First published in The Oxford Illustrated History of Britain, 1984; first published as a Very Short
Introduction, 2000.
The ancient counties surrounding the Weald in the SE corner of England have a strongly
marked character of their own that has survived remarkably well in the face of ever-increasing
population pressure. The area is, however, comparatively neglected in discussion of Roman
Britain, where it is often subsumed into a generalised treatment of the ‘civilian’ part of
Britannia that is based largely on other parts of the country. This book aims to redress the
balance. The focus is particularly on Kent, Surrey and Sussex account is taken of information
from neighbouring counties, particularly when the difficult subsoils affect the availability of
evidence. An overview of the environment and a consideration of themes relevant to the SouthEast as a whole accompany 14 papers covering the topics of rural settlement in each county,
crops, querns and millstones, animal exploitation, salt production, leatherworking, the working
of bone and similar materials, the production of iron and iron objects, non-ferrous
metalworking, pottery production and the supply of tile to Roman London. Agriculture and
industry provides an up-to-date assessment of our knowledge of the southern hinterland of
Roman London and an area that was particularly open to influences from the Continent.
In the ancient world the Roman Empire was not only a great military power but also a trading
and industrial one. This was no less true in Britain where in archaeological terms Roman levels
are distinguished from prehistoric and post-Roman ones by the sheer mass of finds - pottery,
coins, brooches, tools and all sorts of everyday objects - made of almost every material known
at the time. Excavations since the 19th century have produced a vast amount of information
and artefacts from the Roman period.
This book provides a twenty-first century perspective on Roman Britain, combining current
approaches with the wealth of archaeological material from the province. This volume
introduces the history of research into the province and the cultural changes at the beginning
and end of the Roman period. The majority of the chapters are thematic, dealing with issues
relating to the people of the province, their identities and ways of life. Further chapters consider
the characteristics of the province they lived in, such as the economy, and settlement patterns.
This Handbook reflects the new approaches being developed in Roman archaeology, and
demonstrates why the study of Roman Britain has become one of the most dynamic areas of
archaeology. The book will be useful for academics and students interested in Roman Britain.
The centuries under which Britain was under Roman occupation have always had a
contradictory reputation. Generations of British readers were brought up to approve of the
Roman Empire as the model for their own empire, but equally it was embarrassingly clear that
within the Roman Empire Britain itself was merely an unattractive exploitation colony. David
Mattingly's major new book draws on a wealth of new research to recreate brilliantly this
colonial Britain: a rebellious, disadvantaged place needing heavy garrisoning and highly
vulnerable to political change in Rome. The result puts the whole great story in a new and
fascinating light.

What's the first Roman object you can think of? Hadrian's Wall? Did you know
that thousands more stone, metal, pottery, and wooden objects have been found
from this time in human history? All of these objects can tell us a lot about the
Romans. We know about the animals they farmed, the the tools and weapons
they used and we know about their everyday life and culture from the remains of
the homes they lived in. All over Britain, Roman artefacts have been Found!.
Uncover the stories of thirteen incredible finds, what they can tell us about life
back then and how they might relate to your life today. Found! is a series of six
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books that span British archaeological finds from the Stone, Bronze and Iron
Ages, Roman Britain, the Viking Age and the Anglo Saxons. Ideal for readers
aged 9+ studying history topics at Key Stage 2.
"This compilation of essays written by leading scholars in the fields of Iron Age
and Roman archaeology in Britain examines the ways in which the study of sites,
artifacts, and ancient societies are interdependent. Emphasizing the role of
archaeologists as interpreters of people, not things, the essays show how objects
studies can move beyond description and instead foster communication with the
past. Topics covered include Iron Age and Romano-British religion; the Roman
army in Wales; Roman bronze, pottery, and glass objects; the Roman economy;
and museum objects."
Artefacts in Roman BritainTheir Purpose and UseCambridge University Press
In medieval Britain people wore jewellery made of gold if they were rich, of base
metal if they were poor; they might hoard their property, or give it away to
guarantee that they would have friends when needed; and many of them paid tax
on their possessions. In Gold and Gilt, Pots and Pins, David Hinton reviews the
significance of artefacts in this period. From elaborate gold jewellery to clay pots,
he looks at what possessions meant to people at every level of society. His
emphasis is ontheir reasons for acquiring, keeping, displaying, and disposing of
the things that they wore and had in their houses. Drawing on a wide range of
physical and documentary evidence, including objects from archaeological
excavations and written sources, he argues that the significance of material
culture has not been properly taken into account in explanations of social
change, particularly in the later Middle Ages. He also explores how identity was
created, and how social division was expressed and reinforced. An overall review
that looks at evidence in Scotland and Wales as well as in England, this book
ranges chronologically from the end of the Roman rule of Britain to the
introduction of the new modes and practices that are usually termed
'Renaissance', marked by the changes in religion. Profusely illustrated, the author
provides a fascinating and illuminating window into the society of the Middle
Ages.
Helps the student understand the numerous artefacts from Roman Britain and
what they reveal about life in the province.
This volume explores Rome's northern provinces through the portable artefacts
people used and left behind. Objects are crucial to our understanding of the past,
and can be used to explore interlinking aspects of identity. For example, can we
identify incomers? How are exotic materials (such as amber and ivory) and
objects depicting 'the exotic' (e.g. Africans) consumed? Do regional styles exist
below the homogenizing influence of Roman trade? How do all these aspects of
identity interact with others, such as status, gender, and age? In this innovative
study, the author combines theoretical awareness and a willingness to engage
with questions of social and cultural identity with a thorough investigation into the
well-published but underused material culture of Rome's northern provinces.
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Pottery and coins, the dominant categories of many other studies, have here
been largely excluded in favour of small portable objects such as items of
personal adornment, amulets, and writing equipment. The case studies included
were chosen because they relate to specific, often interlinking aspects of identity
such as provincial, elite, regional, or religious identity. Their meaning is explored
in their own right and in depth, and in careful examination of their contexts. It is
hoped that these case studies will be of use to archaeologists working in other
periods, and indeed to students of material culture generally by making a small
contribution to a growing corpus of academic and popular books that develop
interpretative, historical narratives from selected objects.
This handbook is currently in development, with individual articles publishing
online in advance of print publication. At this time, we cannot add information
about unpublished articles in this handbook, however the table of contents will
continue to grow as additional articles pass through the review process and are
added to the site. Please note that the online publication date for this handbook is
the date that the first article in the title was published online. Roman Britain is a
critical area of research within the provinces of the Roman empire. Within the last
15-20 years, the study of Roman Britain has been transformed through an
enormous amount of new and interesting work which is not reflected in the main
stream literature.
Although lowland Britain in 300 CE had been as Roman as any province in the
empire, in the generations on either side of 400, urban life, the money economy,
and the functioning state collapsed. Many of the most quotidian and fundamental
elements of Roman-style material culture ceased to be manufactured. Skills
related to iron and copper smelting, wooden board and plank making, stone
quarrying, commercial butchery, horticulture, and tanning largely disappeared, as
did the knowledge standing behind the production of wheel-thrown, kiln-fired
pottery and building in stone. No other period in Britain's prehistory or history
witnessed the loss of so many classes of once-common skills and objects. While
the reasons for this breakdown remain unclear, it is indisputable the collapse was
foundational in the making of a new world we characterize as early medieval. The
standard explanation for the emergence of the new-style material culture found in
lowland Britain by the last quarter of the fifth century is that foreign objects were
brought in by "Anglo-Saxon" settlers. Marshalling a wealth of archaeological
evidence, Robin Fleming argues instead that not only Continental immigrants, but
also the people whose ancestors had long lived in Britain built this new material
world together from the ashes of the old, forging an identity that their
descendants would eventually come to think of as English. As with most
identities, she cautions, this was one rooted in neither birth nor blood, but
historically constructed, and advanced and maintained over the generations by
the shared material culture and practices that developed during and after Rome's
withdrawal from Britain.
An alternative history of Roman Britain
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Archaeology of Roman Britain, Volume 1 This book examines the archaeological
material from Hadrian's Wall within the significant Clayton Collection. The Collection
was formed through the work of John Clayton, antiquarian and landowner, in the 19th
century. His work took place at a pivotal time in the study of Hadrian's Wall, as public
interest was growing, access was improving, and the discipline of archaeology was
developing. As part of a large network of antiquarians, Clayton excavated, studied and
published his discoveries. After his death, his archaeological estate was retained, and
the Collection was moved into a museum in 1896. Despite being in the public domain
for so long, the material has never been studied as a whole, or in the light of its 19th
century creation. This work is the first to bring together the history and development of
the collection alongside the material itself. It offers an insight into how important
antiquarian collections can provide valuable information about Roman life.
This major survey of the history and culture of Roman Britain spans the period from the
first century BC to the fifth century AD. Major survey of the history and culture of
Roman Britain Brings together specialists to provide an overview of recent debates
about this period Exceptionally broad coverage, embracing political, economic, cultural
and religious life Focuses on changes in Roman Britain from the first century BC to the
fifth century AD Includes pioneering studies of the human population and animal
resources of the island.
This thesis investigates the role which Roman artefacts played within rural settlements
in North Britain during the Romano-British period. The possibility that Roman artefacts
were used by native Britons as markers of prestige is explored through the presence or
absence of Roman artefact types. The more prestigious the occupants of the rural
settlements were, the more likely they were to have access to a variety of exotic trade
items. The methodology employed in this study has been adapted from previous
studies on pottery types and settlement remains from Scotland. This thesis examines
an area that centres on Hadrian's Wall, which at various times in its history acted as the
frontier for the Roman Empire, as well as being a staging post for troops and a means
of controlling the local population's movement. The study region includes land up to 50
kilometres either side of Hadrian's Wall, and examines rural settlements located within
one or two days travel from the Wall. The excavation reports of rural settlements were
examined, and include settlement types such as homesteads, hillforts and villas. From
these sites, Roman artefact types were quantified and used to generate data for
analysis. The results agree with the hypothesis that social hierarchy can be detected
through the comparative presence or absence of Roman artefact types. It is also
apparent that the settlements on either side of Hadrian's Wall, and either side of the
Pennines mountain chain, were not part of a simple, homogenous culture. This thesis
begins with an outline of the geographic and environmental nature of the region
(Chapter 2), and an examination of settlement and society in North Britain during the
preceding Bronze and Iron Ages (Chapter 3). An essay on Romano-British society and
settlement is included (Chapter 4), and is followed by a brief discussion of post- Roman
Britain (Chapter 5). Following an outline of the methodology used (Chapter 6), the
results of analysis are presented in detail (Chapter 7). The Discussion chapter explores
how the results of analysis meet existing theories of rural settlement and society, and
compares North Britain with continental data from Germany and North Gaul (Chapter
8).
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Travel back in time to Londinium and find out all about the Romans in Britain. Like
modern travel guides, the books in this series highlight must-see features and explain
local culture. Each highlighted destination contains an explanation of what took part in
these areas, as well as a look at important artefacts found there providing a bigger
picture of life in the past. Typical travel guide notes include, 'best time to visit', 'what to
eat' and 'where to stay'. Perfect for the KS2 history curriculum.
An illustrated catalogue of small finds from Roman Britain which have inscriptions
indicating exposure to Christianity. Ritual objects and furniture, vessels and utensils,
personal ornaments, propitiatory and amuletic objects and utilitarian objects are all
described and illustrated by line-drawings. Each catalogue entry details provenance,
location and bibliographic references. A full description includes consideration of
whether the object is an indication of Christian worship or has some more complex
history or pagan function. Statistical analysis of accepted, claimed, possible, rejected
and `falsa' in each class provides a useful guide to distinguishing genuine material
indicators of Roman christianity from more ambiguous material.
An illustrated history of the best Roman sites and artefacts to be found in Britain, for
anyone wanting to disover the Roman past.
How did Roman Britain end? This new study draws on fresh archaeological discoveries
to argue that the end of Roman Britain was not the product of either a violent cataclysm
or an economic collapse. Instead, the structure of late antique society, based on the
civilian ideology of paideia, was forced to change by the disappearance of the Roman
state. By the fifth century elite power had shifted to the warband and the edges of their
swords. In this book Dr Gerrard describes and explains that process of transformation
and explores the role of the 'Anglo-Saxons' in this time of change. This profound
ideological shift returned Britain to a series of 'small worlds', the existence of which had
been hidden by the globalizing structures of Roman imperialism. Highly illustrated, the
book includes two appendices, which detail Roman cemetery sites and weapon trauma,
and pottery assemblages from the period.
For hundreds of thousands of years our ancestors have walked these isles burying,
dropping and throwing away their belongings, and now these treaures lie waiting for us,
keeping their secrets until we uncover them once more. Every year, hundreds of
vaulable artefacts are discovered by ordinary members of the British public. Here in
Britain's Secret Treasures, which accompanies the ITV series, the British Museum
chooses eighty of the most fascinating finds ever reported and Mary-Ann Ochota
shares with us the moving histories that bring each piece to life. There is also a detailed
chapter showing you how you can get involved in archaeology too. From hoards of
Roman gold and Bronze Age drinking vessels to tiny Viking spindle whorls and
weapons from dozens of wars, all manner of treausres are described here. Some help
prove that our ancestors were alive over half a million years ago, some saw their
modern-day finders receive a generous reward, all provide an insight into the
wodnerful, dynamic, colourful history of our nation.
Roman Britain is vividly portrayed in this fascinating and authentically detailed story
about a year in the life of an ordinary woman and her family. The year is AD 133.
Hadrian is Emperor of Rome and all its vast empire, including Britannia. The greater
part of that island has long been under imperial rule and the Roman legions control
most of the land, quelling uprisings and building new forts and towns. Around the
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fortress of Eboracum (now known as York), a bustling garrison settlement is
developing, while along the north-west frontier of Hadrian's empire, the legions are
completing the construction of a mighty wall. Introducing us to this world is Senovara,
born into the Parisi, a local tribe whose customs have been little changed by Roman
rule. But she is also the young wife of Quintus, a veteran of the 6th Legion Victrix.
Settling in Quintus's home is both bewildering and awe-inspiring for Senovara as she
seeks to adjust to Eboracum's cosmopolitan environment, come to terms with new
customs and reconcile their cultural differences. Senovara finds that daily life in the
settlement can be harsh; a constant struggle to provide her family with fresh food, water
and warmth. Yet there is much enjoyment to be had as well, at the public baths or with
new friends. There is also the excitement of religious festivals and in the regular news
from the frontier, and peril in the form of a deadly fever which sweeps through
Eboracum, forcing Senovara and her children to flee to her brother in the countryside.
Roman Woman is an immersive, compelling narrative which gets to the heart of what
life was like for everyday people in Roman Britain.
An illustrated history of the best Roman sites and artefacts to be found in Britain, for
anyone wanting to discover the Roman past.
In this book, Ellen Swift uses design theory, previously neglected in Roman
archaeology, to investigate Roman artifacts in a new way, making a significant
contribution to both Roman social history and our understanding of the relationships
that exist between artefacts and people. Based on extensive data collection and the
close study of artefacts from museum collections and archives, the book examines the
relationship between artefacts, everyday behavior, and experience. The concept of
"affordances"--features of an artefact that make possible, and incline users towards,
particular uses for functional artifacts--is an important one for the approach taken. This
concept is carefully evaluated by considering affordances in relation to other sources of
evidence, such as use--wear, archaeological context, the end--products resulting from
artifact use, and experimental reconstruction. Artifact types explored in the case studies
include locks and keys, pens, shears, glass vessels, dice, boxes, and finger-rings,
using material mainly drawn from the north-western Roman provinces, with some
material also from Roman Egypt. The book then considers how we can use artefacts to
understand particular aspects of Roman behavior and experience, including discrepant
experiences according to factors such as age, social position, and left- or righthandedness, which are fostered through artifact design. The relationship between
production and users of artifacts is also explored, investigating what particular
production methods make possible in terms of user experience, and also examining
production constraints that have unintended consequences for users. The book
examines topics such as the perceived agency of objects, differences in social practice
across the provinces, cultural change and development in daily practice, and the
persistence of tradition and social convention. It shows that design intentions, everyday
habits of use, and the constraints of production processes each contribute to the
reproduction and transformation of material culture.
In this book, Ellen Swift uses design theory, previously neglected in Roman
archaeology, to investigate Roman artefacts in a new way, making a significant
contribution to both Roman social history, and our understanding of the relationships
that exist between artefacts and people. Based on extensive data collection and the
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close study of artefacts from museum collections and archives, the book examines the
relationship between artefacts, everyday behaviour, and experience. The concept of
'affordances'-features of an artefact that make possible, and incline users towards,
particular uses for functional artefacts-is an important one for the approach taken. This
concept is carefully evaluated by considering affordances in relation to other sources of
evidence, such as use-wear, archaeological context, the end-products resulting from
artefact use, and experimental reconstruction. Artefact types explored in the case
studies include locks and keys, pens, shears, glass vessels, dice, boxes, and fingerrings, using material mainly drawn from the north-western Roman provinces, with some
material also from Roman Egypt. The book then considers how we can use artefacts to
understand particular aspects of Roman behaviour and experience, including
discrepant experiences according to factors such as age, social position, and left- or
right-handedness, which are fostered through artefact design. The relationship between
production and users of artefacts is also explored, investigating what particular
production methods make possible in terms of user experience, and also examining
production constraints that have unintended consequences for users. The book
examines topics such as the perceived agency of objects, differences in social practice
across the provinces, cultural change and development in daily practice, and the
persistence of tradition and social convention. It shows that design intentions, everyday
habits of use, and the constraints of production processes each contribute to the
reproduction and transformation of material culture.
This is the first book to analyse art from the northern frontier zones of Roman Britain
and to interpret the meaning and significance of this art in terms of the formation of a
regional identity. It argues that a distinct and vibrant visual culture flourished in the
north, primarily due to its status as a heavily militarized frontier zone.
The most authoritative history of Roman Britain ever published for the general reader.
Traditionally, British history has been regarded as starting with the Roman Conquest.
Yet this is to ignore half a million years of prehistory that still exert a profound influence
on British and Irish life today. In Britain BC, Francis Pryor sets the record straight. Aided
in recent years by aerial photography and coastal erosion (which has helped expose
such sites as Seahenge), and by advances in scientific techniques such as radiocarbon
dating and wood analysis, archaeologists have discovered compelling evidence for a
much more sophisticated life among the Ancient Britons than has been previously
supposed. Far from being woad-painted barbarians, the earliest inhabitants of the
British Isles had developed their own religions, laws, crafts, arts, trade systems, farms,
and priesthood long before the Romans' brief occupation. Examining sites from the
great ceremonial landscapes of Stonehenge, Avebury, and the Bend of the Boyne to
small domestic settlements, and objects from precious ritual offerings to the tiny
fragments of flint discarded by toolmakers, Francis Pryor, one of our leading
archaeologists, has created a remarkable portrait of the life of our ancestors, in all its
variety and complexity. His authoritative and radical re-examination of Britain and
Ireland before the coming of the Romans makes us look afresh at the whole story of our
islands.
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