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This book, intended for audiences with an interest in architecture, particularly that of the
Ottoman Turks, is focused on the history of the extant buildings in the Republic of Turkey. The
books begins with a brief history of the Ottoman Empire and develops by outlining the mains
features of Ottoman architecture and discusses the biography of the great Ottoman architect
Sinan.The successive chapters will follow the development Ottoman architecture, first in Iznik
(Nicaea), then in Bursa and Edirne, their first and second capitals, and finally in Istanbul, the
capital from 1453 until 1923. The first of the several chapters on Istanbul will describe the
rebuilding of the city, Greek Constantinople, after its conquest in 1454 by Sultan Mehmet II,
who began the construction program that created a new Muslim capital. The remaining
chapters will follow the development of the Ottoman architecture in Istanbul during the reigns
of Mehmet's successors, particularly Süleyman the Magnificent, who with his chief architect
Sinab erected the most splendid mosque complexes that still adorn the old city.
In this funny and tender memoir, John Freely reflects on a remarkable life. Splitting his early
childhood between the U.S. and Ireland inspired in Freely a lifelong desire to see the world and
its inhabitants. At age six he settled in Brooklyn, where he spent a sometimes tumultuous
boyhood amidst a large extended family: moving from house to house, the family's belongings
packed in an uncle's hearse. Growing up poor, in his teens, Freely took whatever jobs he could
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when times got tough, always shaking off his losses and moving on, hungry for new
experiences and adventures. He joined the U.S. Navy at seventeen to "see the world" and did
just that. As a member of an elite commando unit, he was sent to one of the most remote
places in Asia where he served alongside Chiang Kai-shek's Chinese forces during the last
weeks of World War II. A vivid recollection on a world that now exists only in memory, The
House of Memory is a lasting tribute to a life well lived, and to all of the immigrant families who
have struggled, endured, and enriched our country.
Since the days of Troy historic lands of Asia Minor have been home to Greeks. They are
steeped in a rich fusion of Greek and Turkish culture and the histories of both are irrevocably
entwined, fatefully connected. "Children of Achilles" tells the epic and ultimately tragic story of
the Greek presence in Anatolia, beginning with the Trojan War and culminating in 1923 with
the devastating population exchange that followed the Turkish War of Independence. The once
magnificent, now ruined, cities that cluster along the Aegean and Mediterranean coasts of
Turkey are reminders of a civilization that produced the first Hellenic enlightenment, giving birth
to Homer, Herodotus and the first philosophers of nature. For more three millennia the
Anatolian Greeks preserved their identity and culture as the tides of history washed over them,
enduring conflicts that historians since Herodotus have seen as an unending clash of
civilizations between East and West. Today, the memory of the Greek diaspora from Asia
Minor lives on in the music of rebetika, the threnodies known as amanadas, and the poetry of
Seferis, and even now the descendants of those exiles speak with nostalgia of 'i kath'imas
Anatoli' - our own Anatolia, their lost homeland. This, told for the first time, is their story, from
glorious beginnings to a bitter end, a story that continues to echo through the ages and across
Page 2/14

Access Free By John Freely Strolling Through Istanbul The Classic Guide
To The City Tauris Parke Paperbacks New Revised And Updated Edition
103112
continents.
Aladdin’s Lamp is the fascinating story of how ancient Greek philosophy and science began in
the sixth century B.C. and, during the next millennium, spread across the Greco-Roman world,
producing the remarkable discoveries and theories of Thales, Pythagoras, Hippocrates, Plato,
Aristotle, Euclid, Archimedes, Galen, Ptolemy, and many others. John Freely explains how, as
the Dark Ages shrouded Europe, scholars in medieval Baghdad translated the works of these
Greek thinkers into Arabic, spreading their ideas throughout the Islamic world from Central
Asia to Spain, with many Muslim scientists, most notably Avicenna, Alhazen, and Averroës,
adding their own interpretations to the philosophy and science they had inherited. Freely goes
on to show how, beginning in the twelfth century, these texts by Islamic scholars were then
translated from Arabic into Latin, sparking the emergence of modern science at the dawn of
the Renaissance, which climaxed in the Scientific Revolution of the seventeenth century.
In October 1945 at the age of 19, John Freely passed the southernmost tip of Crete on his way
home from the war in China, just as Odysseus did on his homeward voyage from the battle of
Troy. He has been bewitched by Homer and the lands of Homer's epics ever since. As the
culmination of a life spent exploring both these lands and the stories by, and connected to,
Homer, Freely has created a captivating traveller's guide to Homer's lost world and to his
epics, the Iliad and the Odyssey, investigating where such places as the Land of the Lotus
Eaters are and what it was about the landscapes of Greece and Turkey that so inspired Homer
- the greatest classical epic poet. With unparalleled knowledge and passion, John Freely
guides the traveller through all of those places linked to Homer that can be identified and
brings Homer and his world vividly to life, revealing how the Homeric epics continue to echo
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through the ages in literature, art, legend and folklore.
By the time he was six, John Freely had crossed the Atlantic four times. His childhood was
spent on the mean streets of 1930s Brooklyn, where he scavenged for junk to sell and
borrowed money for books; his first love being Homer's Odyssey. He was 15 when Japan
attacked Pearl Harbor and 17 when he enlisted in the US Navy and embarked on the first great
adventure of his life: joining a clandestine unit that helped the Kuomintang fight the Japanese.
He served for two years, 96 days in combat and a total of 344 days overseas, which sparked a
lifelong passion for travel. Returning home after the war, Freely fell in love with a beautiful girl
who sang the blues. His own Penelope. Together they signed a blood pact to spend their life
travelling the world. This unforgettable memoir takes the reader from the streets of New York
to the corridors of provincial campus life; from World War II in the Pacific to the shores of the
Bosphorus and from Ancient Troy to the isles of Dionysus and Ariadne. It is the story of a
remarkable odyssey that has spanned nine decades, several continents and one great
love.And still the odyssey continues, "as I ponder the meaning of an Ithaka and of exile as an
art that takes a lifetime to master. "
Originally published: London: Viking, 1999.

First published in 2005. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
This classic guide to Istanbul by Hilary Sumner-Boyd and John Freely - the 'best travel
guide to Istanbul' (The Times), 'a guide book that reads like a novel' (New York Times) is here, for the first time since its original publication thirty-seven years ago, published
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in a completely revised and updated new edition. Taking the reader on foot through this
captivating city - European Capital of Culture 2010 - the authors describe the historic
monuments and sites of what was once Constantinople and the capital in turn of the
Byzantine and Ottoman Empires, in the context of the great living city. Woven
throughout are lively anecdotes, secret histories, hidden gems and every major place of
interest the traveller will want to see. Practical and informative, readable and vividly
described, this is the definitive guide to and story of Istanbul, by those who know it best.
'The best travel guide to Istanbul' - The Times
THE STORY: The home of the Blackwoods near a Vermont village is a lonely, ominous
abode, and Constance, the young mistress of the place, can't go out of the house
without being insulted and stoned by the villagers. They have also composed a nasty s
Long before the European Renaissance, while the western world was languishing in
what was once called the 'Dark Ages', the Arab world was ablaze with the creativity of
its Golden Age. This is the story of how Islamic science, which began in eighth-century
Baghdad, enhanced the knowledge acquired from Greece, Mesopotamia, India and
China. Through the astrologers, physicians, philosophers, mathematicians and
alchemists of the Muslim world, this knowledge influenced western thinkers from
Thomas Aquinas and Copernicus and helped inspire the Renaissance and give birth to
modern science.
"Long before the European Renaissance, while the western world was languishing in
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what was once called the 'Dark Ages', the Arab world was ablaze with the creativity of
its Golden Age. This is the story of how Islamic science, which began in eighth-century
Baghdad, enhanced the knowledge acquired from Greece, Mesopotamia, India and
China. Through the astrologers, physicians, philosophers, mathematicians and
alchemists of the Muslim world, this knowledge influenced western thinkers from
Thomas Aquinas and Copernicus and helped inspire the Renaissance and give birth to
modern science."--Bloomsbury Publishing.
Tells the story of Istanbul from its founding to the present day, with an emphasis on
daily life in the city throughout the centuries
In this guide, John Freely brings Venice to life in a series of walks over mysterious
bridges, through labyrinthine streets and into strange, almost inaccessible squares.
Along with a topographical account of the lagoon, a summary history, visits to the
islands, detailed descriptions of the Piazza San Marco, Basilica and Ducal Palace, he
visits around 300 palazzi and all the city's 115 churches and 33 museums, as well as
listing a wide range of hotels and restaurants and itineraries of the Vaporetto lines.

Throughout the 1960s, John Freely explored the alleys, hidden corners and
monuments of Istanbul, in between teaching, to create a legendary guidebook
with Hilary Sumner-Boyd. But all the passages that were too personal, too
capricious, too idiosyncratic, too indulgent of eccentric personalities, too wrapped
up in the love of mid-afternoon banter, too indulgent of musicians, dancers,
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gypsies, dervishes, drunks, beggars, fishermen, poets, fortune-tellers, folk
healers, mimics, and prostitutes, were cut from their scholarly guide. Stamboul
Sketches is fashioned from these off-cuts, a chronicle of chance encounters. It is
a beautiful, quirky portrait of a city which, Freely says, grabs you by the heart and
never lets you go.'
Sultan Mehmet II, known to his countrymen as 'the Conqueror' and to much of
Europe as 'the Terror of the World,' was once Europe's most feared and powerful
ruler. Now, Turkey?s most beloved American scholar, John Freely, brings to life
this charismatic hero of one of the richest histories in the world. Mehmet was
barely twenty-one when he conquered Byzantine Constantinople, which became
Istanbul and the capital of his mighty empire. Mehmet reigned for thirty years,
during which time his armies extended the borders of his empire halfway across
Asia Minor and as far into Europe as Hungary and Italy. Three popes called for
crusades against him as Christian Europe came face to face with a new Muslim
empire. Revered by the Turks and seen as a brutal tyrant by the West, Mehmet
was a brilliant military leader as well as a renaissance prince. His court housed
Persian and Turkish poets, Arab and Greek astronomers, and Italian scholars
and artists. In the first biography of Mehmet in thirty years, John Freely vividly
illuminates the man behind the myths.
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"Freely provides detailed maps and itineraries for extended excursions. Sized to
fit with ease into a backpack or a glove box, this useful compendium is suitable
for all travelers to that part of the world."–Booklist
Colorful, cosmopolitan, hard-drinking, often outrageous characters throng this
rollicking memoir by the late John Freely, who moved with his family to Istanbul in
1960 and changed travel writing for good with his 1972 guide, Strolling Through
Istanbul. Dozens of books on travel, history and science would follow.
This classic guide to Istanbul by Hilary Summer-Boyd and John Freely - the 'best
travel guide to Istanbul' ("The Times"), 'a guide book that reads like a novel'
("New York Times") - is here, for the first time since its original publication thirtyseven years ago, published in a completely revised and updated new edition.
Taking the reader on foot through this captivating city - European City of Culture
2010 - the authors describe the historic monuments and sites of what was once
Constantinople and the capital in turn of the Byzantine and Ottoman Empires, in
the context of the great living city. Woven throughout are vivid anecdotes, secret
histories, hidden gems and every major place of interest the traveler will want to
see. Practical and informative, readable and vividly described, this is the
definitive guide to and story of Istanbul, by those who know it best.
"A portrait of the Turkish conqueror offers insight into the factors and
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characteristics that enabled his capture of Constantinople; his thirty-year reign;
and his confrontations in the face of papal crusades"--OCLC
Storm on Horseback is both a dramatic history and, uniquely, a traveller's guide
to the extraordinary heritage of the Seljuks in Turkey. Who are the Turks and
where did they come from? The successive empires that they created in a
whirlwind of conquests from China to North Africa led one chronicler to call the
waves of mounted Turkic warriors a ""storm on horseback."" This is the story of
the Seljuk Turks of Anatolia who created the first Turkish state. The Seljuk
period--when Anatolia, which had been for the most part Greek and Christian and
became predominantly Turkic and Muslim--was one of the great cultural
transformations in Middle Eastern history. Here, John Freely takes the reader
from Istanbul throughout eastern Anatolia, describing the surpassingly beautiful
monuments with which the Seljuks adorned their cities, as well as the music,
dance, prose and poetry of the period. Though the Seljuks themselves did not
survive as rulers, their cultural heritage lives on in the deepest roots of Turkish
life, just as their magnificent monuments still adorn the landscape of Turkey.
A remarkable tale of empire and exile, restoring to vivid life one of the most extraordinary and
colourful figures of medieval history. Jem Sultan, born in December 1459, was one of the
wonders of his age. A Turkish prince held captive in Europe at a time when the Ottoman
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Empire was at its peak, he was renowned throughout the continent as a romantic, mysterious
figure. Today he is almost forgotten in the West, but in Turkey he is still a heroic figure, a
gallant poet-prince who never grows old, his tomb a place of pilgrimage. capture of
Constantinople in 1453. When Mehmet died in 1481 Jem and his brother Beyazet fought a
year-long war for the succession. Jem lost, and fled to Rhodes. He was held for seven years in
various castles in France, then imprisoned in the Vatican. He died in 1495, probably poisoned
by the infamous Borgia Pope, Alexander VI. His body was finally returned to Turkey in 1499.
John Freely, who has had access to original documents in English, Turkish, French and Italian,
tells the remarkable story of Jem Sultan from his childhood and youth in the palaces of the
Ottoman Empire through his war with his brother and his long years of exile in Europe.
Crete is a major travel destination with two million visitors per year. This guide is the product of
a long summer the author spent living in a crumbling Venetian tower, explorer every inch of the
island for future travelers. Packed with history, myth and travelogue, this should be an
indispensable guide for all travelers to Crete. Included inside are maps and detailed itineraries
that cover all the must-see cities, palaces, churches and places of historical and cultural
significance on the island.
There is perhaps no other European city quite as romantic, as exquisitely beautiful or as
enigmatic as Venice. 'La Serenissima' floats on a hundred islets in a crescent-shaped lagoon,
ribboned with canals, its labyrinth shadowed with ghosts of the past. This seemingly fragile city
was the birthplace and inspiration for some of the greatest artists in history and was also, for a
thousand years, the strongest sea-faring and mercantile power in the world. In Strolling
Through Venice, John Freely brings Venice - her past and her present - alive. Beginning at
Page 10/14

Access Free By John Freely Strolling Through Istanbul The Classic Guide
To The City Tauris Parke Paperbacks New Revised And Updated Edition
103112
Piazza San Marco, Freely guides the reader on a series of carefully planned and unique walks
radiating from the iconic Grand Canal into each of the city's sestieri. Through streets and
squares, along canals, into churches, galleries, museums and palazzi; every major place of
interest that the visitor could hope to see is illuminated. At each spot Freely peels back the
layers of history to reveal the stories of Venice. Practical and informative, richly coloured and
bursting with history, myth and legend, Strolling Through Venice is the perfect guide for anyone
who has fallen under the spell of this most enchanting city.
Miletus: one of the wealthiest and most important towns in ancient Greece. It was here, on the
Aegean coast of Asia Minor, in the 6th century BC, that the great traditions of Greek science
and philosophy sparked into life, setting in motion a chain of knowledge that would change the
world, forever. This is the extraordinary story of Greek science from its earliest beginnings
through its development in classical Athens and Hellenistic Alexandria and its subsequent
diffusion to the wider world. Most histories of Greek science end with the collapse of the
Graeco-Roman world in late antiquity and the closing of all classical schools of "pagan"
philosophy in A.D. 529. But acclaimed historian John Freely here continues the story to tell of
how the elements of Greek scientific and philosophical learning were adopted by the Islamic
world and the transmission of Graeco-Islamic science to western Europe, as well as the
preservation of Hellenic culture in Byzantium and its profound influence on the European
renaissance and our modern world.
Istanbul's history is a catalogue of change, not least of name, yet it has managed to retain its
own unique identity. John Freely captures the flavour of daily life as well as court ceremonial
and intrigue. The book also includes a comprehensive gazetteer of all major monuments and
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museums. An in-depth study of this legendary city through its many different ages from its
earliest foundation to the present day - the perfect traveller's companion and guide.
This book is about the Byzantine monuments of Istanbul, most notably, Haghia Sophia. The
remains of the land and sea walls, the Hippodrome, imperial palaces, commemorative
columns, reservoirs and cisterns, an aqueduct, a triumphal archway, a fortified port, and twenty
churches are also described in chronological order in the context of their times. These
"monuments" are viewed in relationship to the political, religious, social, economic, intellectual
and artistic developments of the Byzantine dynasties.
Sinan was the greatest architect of the Ottoman Golden Age of the sixteenth century when the
Ottoman Empire reached its zenith of power and magnificence. His style marks the apogee of
Turkish art. Under Süleyman the Magnificent and his succcessor Selmi II, Sinan designed
hundreds of buildings: mosques, palaces, tombs, mausolea, hospitals, schools, caravanserai,
bridges, aqueducts and baths, many of them presented and analysed in this book. In his
greatest works, he adapted Byzantine and Islamic styles to produce something quite new: a
centralized organization of absolute space unhindered by pillars or columns and covered by a
soaring dome. An architect of genius in a dynamic new empire expanding into both Asia and
Europe, he was a true man of the Renaissance.

The traveller gets exactly what he needs, and in a handy format. THE TIMES The
author seems to have covered every road in the country, and has something of interest
to say about virtually every site. COUNTRY LIFE
Athens, city of the gods, birthplace of modern democracy, artistic and cultural center of
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the ancient world, is steeped in myth and legend. Now, in this newly reissued book
publishing just in time for the 2004 Olympics being held in Athans, travel writer John
Freely guides readers on a series of walks to the city's most vibrant and historic areas,
from the magnificent Parthenon, center of Athens for four thousand years, to the
winding streets of Plaka, the crumbling ruins of the Agora and the color and bustle of
Monastiraki. We are led to the theatre of Dionysus, scene of the tragic plays of
Aeschylus and Sophocles and to the spot where Phidippides ended his legendary run
from Marathon. Vivid descriptions of Athens' most famous monuments and
archeological sites are interwoven with mythology and anecdote; secret gems are
discovered and the past resurrected with every step. This guide, more than any other
available, reveals how the heart of ancient Athens still beats beneath the living, modern
city.
Long acknowledged to be the "best travel guide to Istanbul" ("Times" of London) this
classic work shows Istanbul the way it is seen at its best -on foot. An informative guide
and ideal companion, it describes major monuments in detail with reference to history
and architecture. Although the main emphasis of the book is on Byzantine and Ottoman
antiquities, Istanbul is not treated as a museum but as a living city, full of delights.
Detailed walking itineraries are provided.
Virtually nothing is said about the European scholars who came before. In reality, more
than a millennium before the Renaissance, a succession of scholars paved the way for
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the exciting discoveries usually credited to Galileo, Newton, Copernicus, and others. In
Before Galileo, physicist and historian John Freely examines the pioneering research of
the first European scientists, many of them monks whose influence ranged far beyond
the walls of the monasteries where they studied and wrote.
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