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The cardinals of the Roman Catholic Church have gathered in Rome for the
papal election following the death of the incumbent pope. Torn by internal conflict
and with many of its members alienated, the Church faces one of the most
serious crises in its history. A coalition of cardinals favors a more moderate and
pluralistic style of papal governance, but must contend with shadowy Vatican
forces that oppose change and loss of their own power. These forces are
determined to destory the coalition's candidate, a gentle and brilliant Spanish
scholar. The leader of the coalition is Chicago's wily Sean Cardinal Cronin, aided
by his patently indispensable sidekick, Bishop John Blackwood "Blackie" Ryan. A
lone assassin stalks the Vatican, his crazed mission: to destroy the next pope as
soon as the traditional white smoke issues from the cardinals' meeting room--the
Sistine Chapel--followed by the ancient words Habemus papam. Can
politics--Chicago style--turn the Catholic Church around? What will happen when
the next pope must be chosen? Only Andrew M. Greeley, priest, bestselling
novelist, and respected sociologist could have written this blockbuster tale of the
forces actually ripping the Church apart, and of the next papal election, when the
fate of the entire Catholic Church itself may well hang in the balance.
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The story of Catholic Emancipation begins with the violent Anti-Catholic Gordon
Riots in 1780, fuelled by the reduction in Penal Laws against the Roman
Catholics harking back to the sixteenth century. Some fifty years later, the
passing of the Emancipation Bill was hailed as a 'bloodless revolution'. Had the
Irish Catholics been a 'millstone', as described by an English aristocrat, or were
they the prime movers? While the English Catholic aristocracy and the Irish
peasants and merchants approached the Catholic Question in very different
ways, they manifestly shared the same objective. Antonia Fraser brings colour
and humour to the vivid drama with its huge cast of characters: George III, who
opposed Emancipation on the basis of the Coronation Oath; his son, the
indulgent Prince of Wales, who was enamoured with the Catholic Maria
Fitzherbert before the voluptuous Lady Conyngham; Wellington and the 'born
Tory' Peel vying for leadership; 'roaring' Lord Winchilsea; the heroic Daniel
O'Connell. Expertly written and deftly argued, The King and Catholics is also a
distant mirror of our times, reflecting the political issues arising from religious
intolerance.
'Shamelessly engaging, effortlessly scholarly, utterly refreshing history of the Irish
soul and its huge contribution to Western culture' Thomas Keneally Ireland
played the central role in maintaining European culture when the dark ages
Page 2/19

Read PDF Catholics A Novel
settled on Europe in the fifth century: as Rome was sacked by Visigoths and its
empire collapsed, Ireland became 'the isle of saints and scholars' that enabled
the classical and religious heritage to be saved. In his compelling and
entertaining narrative, Thomas Cahill tells the story of how Irish monks and
scrines copied the mauscripts of both pagan and Christian writers, including
Homer and Aristotle, while libraries on the continent were lost forever. Bringing
the past and its characters to life, Cahill captures the sensibility of the unsung
Irish who relaunched civilisation.
A semiautobiographical coming-of-age story, framed by the harrowing 1975
Circeo massacre Edoardo Albinati’s The Catholic School, the winner of Italy’s
most prestigious award, The Strega Prize, is a powerful investigation of the heart
and soul of contemporary Italy. Three well-off young men—former students at
Rome’s prestigious all-boys Catholic high school San Leone Magno—brutally
tortured, raped, and murdered two young women in 1975. The event, which
came to be known as the Circeo massacre, shocked and captivated the country,
exposing the violence and dark underbelly of the upper middle class at a moment
when the traditional structures of family and religion were seen as under threat. It
is this environment, the halls of San Leone Magno in the late 1960s and the
1970s, that Edoardo Albinati takes as his subject. His experience at the school,
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reflections on his adolescence, and thoughts on the forces that produced
contemporary Italy are painstakingly and thoughtfully rendered, producing a
remarkable blend of memoir, coming-of-age novel, and true-crime story. Along
with indelible portraits of his teachers and fellow classmates—the charming Arbus,
the literature teacher Cosmos, and his only Fascist friend, Max—Albinati also
gives us his nuanced reflections on the legacy of abuse, the Italian bourgeoisie,
and the relationship between sex, violence, and masculinity.
World-renowned racecar driver Clay Taggart needed a win at this charity race, a
chance to turn his luck around. But his discovery and destruction of raw cocaine
hidden in a hollowed out compartment of his racer's radiator slams him up
against international drug dealers and pornography lords. They demand he pay
them for their loss, though he is unaware the monies used to make the deal were
"borrowed" from St. Mary's Cathedral and must be paid back before the Bishop
returns from Rome. When he ignores the criminals' demands, he and those he
loves are forced onto a brutal roller coaster ride of fear. At the root of it all is the
empirical visiting priest from Italy who still hears Mussolini's orders in his head,
and a dangerous woman hooked on lust, drugs and revenge who will not stop,
even at murder. As he dodges the police looking for him in a murder and
kidnapping investigation, Taggart, with the blessings of a good priest, races to
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rescue his soul mate, the beautiful Ashley James, no matter what it takes.
Blending memories and family myths, Mary McCarthy takes us back to the
twenties, when she was orphaned in a world of relations as colourful, potent and
mysterious as the Catholic religion. There were her grandmothers: one was a
blood-curdling Catholic who combined piousness and pugnacity; the other was
Jewish and wore a veil to hide the disastrous effects of a face-lift. There was
wicked Uncle Myers who beat her for the good of her soul and Aunt Margaret
who laced her orange juice with castor oil and taped her lips at night to prevent
unhealthy 'mouth-breathing'. 'Many a time in the course of doing these memoirs,'
Mary McCarthy says, 'I have wished that I were writing fiction.' But these were
the people, along with the ladies of the Sacred Heart convent school, who helped
to inspire her devastating sense of the sublime and ridiculous and her witty,
novelist's imagination.
Longing for an Absent God unveils the powerful role of faith and doubt in the
American literary tradition. Nick Ripatrazone explores how two major strands of
Catholic writers--practicing and cultural--intertwine and sustain each other.
Ripatrazone explores the writings of devout American Catholic writers in the
years before the Second Vatican Council through the work of Flannery O'Connor,
J. F. Powers, and Walker Percy; those who were raised Catholic but drifted from
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the church, such as the Catholic-educated Don DeLillo and Cormac McCarthy,
the convert Toni Morrison, the Mass-going Thomas Pynchon, and the ritualdriven Louise Erdrich; and a new crop of faithful American Catholic writers,
including Ron Hansen, Phil Klay, and Alice McDermott, who write Catholic stories
for our contemporary world. These critically acclaimed and award-winning voices
illustrate that Catholic storytelling is innately powerful and appealing to both
secular and religious audiences. Longing for an Absent God demonstrates the
profound differences in the storytelling styles and results of these two groups of
major writers--but ultimately shows how, taken together, they offer a rich and
unique American literary tradition that spans the full spectrum of doubt and faith.
An Amazon Best Book of April 2021 Named one of the Most Anticipated Books of
2021 by Oprah Magazine, The Week, The Millions, and Electric Lit. July 2021
Book of the Month for Roxane Gay's Book Club It's Holy Week in the town of Las
Penas, New Mexico, and thirty-three-year-old unemployed Amadeo Padilla is to
play Jesus in the Good Friday procession. He is preparing feverishly for this role
when his fifteen-year-old daughter Angel shows up pregnant on his doorstep.
Vivid, darkly funny, and beautifully rendered, The Five Wounds spans the baby's
first year as five generations of the Padilla family converge: Amadeo's mother,
Yolanda, reeling from a recent discovery; Angel's mother, whom Angel isn't
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speaking to; and Tío Tíve, keeper of the family's history. In the absorbing, realist
tradition of Elizabeth Strout and Jonathan Franzen, Kirstin Valdez Quade brings
to life the struggles of her characters to parent children they may not be equipped
to save.
As Stephen Long steps ashore in England one gray dawn in May 1581, he
wonders how many more Catholics will have to die to make Queen Elizabeth feel
secure. Involuntarily, he trembles at the thought that soon he may be numbered
among them. For in the days ahead, each time Stephen hears confession or
celebrates Mass, he commits yet another act of high treason against the British
Crown, for which Queen Elizabeth's swift penalty is gruesome torture and painful
death. As Stephen hastens to find shelter away from that open beach, he
struggles not only with fear but with doubt as well: "Is my mission foolish? Am I
nothing more than fresh meat for the queen's butchers?" In the light of that same
gray dawn, just a few miles north, a heartbroken Caroline Wingate lies awake in
her unhappy marriage bed, wrestling with thoughts of a different -- perhaps
crueler -- martyrdom. Although from her earliest years Caroline has known
herself to be called to cloistered contemplative life as a nun, some years ago she
was forced by her father into a politically "safe" marriage with an upright
Protestant, from whom she must hide her Catholicism -- and her true -- vocation
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lest she, too, be executed for her faith. Hanging by the neck is swift martyrdom,
but Caroline's doubts and guilt have pained her daily for years now. An exile in
her own soul, in her lonely desolation she confesses, "I don't love my husband as
I should. For safety's sake, I cannot give myself wholly to him and must deceive
him daily. Nor can I give myself to the One I truly love." In a few days,
circumstances will force Caroline and the young priest together. With death
hastening toward both of them, the beautiful fates of these two faithful Catholics
confirm what we today too often forget: our faith is the most powerful force in the
world -- more powerful than politics, wars, or empires. More powerful even than
the hard, cold will of Queen Elizabeth. In this gripping, heartrending tale, Caroline
and Stephen show us that it's not power that writes the true history of the world;
it's faith: faith and the love that faith alone can awaken and sustain.
At last! Stories where the Catholic Church and science cooperate, priests are
heroes, and faith gives people the strength to act upon their convictions. In the
tradition of the award-winning Infinite Space, Infinite God I, Infinite Space, Infinite
God II offers solid sci-fi and life-affirming faith. Praise for Infinite Space, Infinite
God I "What a great book! ...stories that are well crafted, compelling, and fun!" Br.
Guy Consolmagno SJ, astronomer at the Vatican Observatory and author of
God's Mechanics. ..". an absorbing collection of stories that will explore the
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boundaries of our universe and just a bit beyond." SFRevu
"Polly, Dennis, Angela, Adrian and the rest are bound to lose their spiritual
innocence as well as their virginities on the journey between university in the
1950s and the marriages, families, careers and deaths that follow. On the one
hand there's Sex and then the Pill, on the other there is the traditional Catholic
Church. In this razor-sharp novel, David Lodge exposes the pressures that
assailed Catholics everywhere within a more permissive society, and voices their
eternal question: how far can you go?" -- Provided by publisher.
The Archbishop in Andalusia opens an exciting new chapter in the illustrious
career of one of Andrew Greeley's most beloved characters. Taking leave of his
usual Chicago haunts, Archbishop John Blackwood Ryan travels to the south of
Spain in this latest mystery by bestselling author Andrew M. Greeley. Ostensibly
"Blackie" is in the historic city of Seville to attend a conference on American
philosophy, but a far more critical assignment also requires his attention. The
local cardinal has summoned the wily archbishop to Spain in hopes that Blackie
can avert a murder before it happens. The threat of violence hangs ominously
over the regal palace of a family of wealthy Spanish aristocrats. Dona Teresa, a
pious widow whose exotic beauty unsettles even Blackie, finds herself beset by
avaricious relatives determined to control her life and fortune. A tangled web of
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obligations, traditions, and frustrated sexual desires binds the family together
even as they bitterly contend against one another. With three generations of
passionate nobility sharing the same roof, it seems only a matter of time before
pride, greed, and lust leads to bloodshed. But while the archbishop attempts to
forestall a modern-day Spanish tragedy, dramatic events back in Chicago
conspire to change his life forever. . . . At the Publisher's request, this title is
being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
"This book constitutes the first sustained analysis that comprehensively proves
that a revision is required of the critical commonplace idea in Gothic scholarship
that the roots of the Gothic novel should be seen within a late eighteenth-century
popular anti-Catholicism. Whereas scholarship has always maintained that the
Catholic motifs contained in Gothic novels signify anti-Catholic prejudice and antiChurch subversiveness on the part of the author and his/her audience, this study
argues that the Gothic was neither anti-Catholic nor anti-Church, and that
England was much more sympathetic towards Catholicism during the long
eighteenth-century - particularly during and immediately after the French
Revolution - that was previously been supposed." --Book Jacket.
The story of Catholicism in Britain from the Reformation to the present day, from
a master of popular history – 'A first-class storyteller' The Times Throughout the
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three hundred years that followed the Act of Supremacy – which, by making
Henry VIII head of the Church, confirmed in law the breach with Rome – English
Catholics were prosecuted, persecuted and penalised for the public expression of
their faith. Even after the passing of the emancipation acts Catholics were still the
victims of institutionalised discrimination. The first book to tell the story of the
Catholics in Britain in a single volume, The Catholics includes much previously
unpublished information. It focuses on the lives, and sometimes deaths, of
individual Catholics – martyrs and apostates, priests and laymen, converts and
recusants. It tells the story of the men and women who faced the dangers and
difficulties of being what their enemies still call ‘Papists’. It describes the laws
which circumscribed their lives, the political tensions which influenced their
position within an essentially Anglican nation and the changes in dogma and
liturgy by which Rome increasingly alienated their Protestant neighbours – and
sometime even tested the loyalty of faithful Catholics. The survival of Catholicism
in Britain is the triumph of more than simple faith. It is the victory of moral and
spiritual unbending certainty. Catholicism survives because it does not
compromise. It is a characteristic that excites admiration in even a hardened
atheist.
Explores the outlook of certain important classes in late 19th- and early 20th-century
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Ireland through an assessment of Irish Catholic fiction.
In a poor, remote section of southern Mexico, the Red Shirts have taken control, God
has been outlawed, and the priests have been systematically hunted down and killed.
Now, the last priest strives to overcome physical and moral cowardice in order to find
redemption. 240 pp.
This book is a complete collection of Mariella Gable's essays on Catholic fiction. Her
pioneering definition of Catholic fiction has broadened over the years, beginning in the
1940s. Not only do her essays speak to the history of American Catholicism but she
also writes about such significant authors as J.F. Powers, Flannery O'Connor, Graham
Greene, J.D. Salinger, John Updike and others. She also discusses Christian satirists,
such as Orwell, Huxley, Amis and Spark, and the concept of work in Dante and Teihard
de Chardin. Students and scholars of the literature of values and historians of American
Catholicism will find this a useful work.
This study analyzes the fiction of four contemporary Catholic novelists: Alice Thomas
Ellis, David Lodge, Sara Maitland, and Piers Paul Read.
This eBook has been formatted to the highest digital standards and adjusted for
readability on all devices. Lord of the World is a dystopian novel that centers upon the
reign of the Anti-Christ and the End of the World. In early 21st century London, two
priests, the white-haired Father Percy Franklin and the younger Father John Francis,
are visiting the subterranean lodgings of the elderly Mr. Templeton. A Catholic and
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former Conservative Member of Parliament who witnessed the marginalization of his
religion and the destruction of his party, Mr. Templeton describes to the two priests the
last century of British and world history.
Catholic antimodern, 1920-1929 -- Anti-communism and paternal Catholicism,
1929-1944 -- Anti-fascism and fraternal Catholicism, 1929-1944 -- Rebuilding Christian
Europe, 1944-1950 -- Christian democracy and Catholic innovation in the long 1950s -The return of heresy in the global 1960s
It is as though Jesus said, "Keep doing it, until you get it right." Doing what? "Being
pope." And 264 human beings have tried their hand at it. Jesus hand-picked Simon, a
Jewish fisherman, to be the first pope, renaming him Peter. Surely he was the most
unlikely candidate for such an election: rash, full of doubts and fears, bragging, a weak
reed, if there ever was one. Under Jesus' skillful guidance, Peter became a good pope
but not a perfect one, and the long list of successor popes proved to be good, bad or
indifferent. The centuries went by and the perfect pope failed to appear, as papal
history illustrates. This was regrettable, but not fatal. Until now. With the coming of the
Third Millennium a merely good pope is not good enough. Nothing short of a perfect
pope will be able turn the tide now threatening to drown every hope for an earthly
measure of human happiness or even for bare survival. This is a tremendus burden on
Cardinal Isaac. Will he be able to be the perfect pope? Will he be good enough? If not,
he will be the last Pope. This is his story.
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In this humorous and perceptive exchange between two devils, C. S. Lewis
delves into moral questions about good vs. evil, temptation, repentance, and
grace. Through this wonderful tale, the reader emerges with a better
understanding of what it means to live a faithful life.
The traditional Catholic novel, Fraser argues, was built on a set of deeply held
religious convictions: that there was a "hidden God" as identified by Pascal, and
that this God pursued the erring soul ("The Hound of Heaven" in Francis
Thompson's metaphor); that there was an essential, Augustinian antagonism
between flesh and spirit; that the suffering of one individual, however unjust,
could serve the purpose, in the divine economy, of redeeming the soul of
another; and that the Catholic world of sign and symbol reflects another, invisible
reality.
The Number One Bestseller Shortlisted for the Irish Book Awards 2021 'A great
achievement . . . Brilliant, engaging and essential' Colm Tóibín 'At once intimate
and epic, this is a landmark book' Fintan O'Toole When Dubliner Derek Scally
goes to Christmas Eve Mass on a visit home from Berlin, he finds more
memories than congregants in the church where he was once an altar boy. Not
for the first time, the collapse of the Catholic Church in Ireland brings to mind the
fall of another powerful ideology - East German communism. While Germans are
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engaging earnestly with their past, Scally sees nothing comparable going on in
his native land. So he embarks on a quest to unravel the tight hold the Church
had on the Irish. He travels the length and breadth of Ireland and across Europe,
going to Masses, novenas, shrines and seminaries, talking to those who have
abandoned the Church and those who have held on, to survivors and
campaigners, to writers, historians, psychologists and many more. And he has
probing and revealing encounters with Vatican officials, priests and religious
along the way. The Best Catholics in the World is the remarkable result of his
three-year journey. With wit, wisdom and compassion Scally gives voice and
definition to the murky and difficult questions that face a society coming to terms
with its troubling past. It is both a lively personal odyssey and a resonant and
gripping work of reporting that is a major contribution to the story of Ireland.
'Reflective, textured, insightful and original ... rich with history, interrogation and
emotional intelligence' Diarmaid Ferriter, Irish Times 'An unblinking look at the
collapse of the Church and Catholic deference in Ireland. Excellent and timely'
John Banville, The Sunday Times 'Engaging and incisive' Caelainn Hogan,
author of Republic of Shame 'Remarkable ... Essential reading for anyone
concerned about history and forgetting' Michael Harding 'Fair-minded ...
thoughtful' Melanie McDonagh, The Times 'Very pacey and entertaining ... and it
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changed how I regard Ireland and our history for good. Fantastic' Oliver Callan
'Original, thought-provoking and very engaging' Marie Collins 'A provocative
insight into a time that many would rather forget' John Boyne 'Challenging' Mary
McAleese 'Explores this subject in a way that I've never seen before' Hugh
Linehan, Irish Times
A “near-masterpiece” about faith and doubt by the award-winning, international
bestselling author (The New York Times). In Rome, surrendering to secular
pressures, the Fourth Vatican Council is stirring a revolution with their official
denial of the church’s core doctrines. They’ve abolished clerical dress and
private confession; the Eucharist is recognized only as an outdated symbol; and
they’re merging with the tenets of Buddhism. They’re also unsettled by the blind
faith of devout pilgrims from around the world congregating on a remote island
monastery in Ireland—the last spot on earth where Catholic traditions are defiantly
alive. At the behest of the Vatican, Father James Kinsella has been dispatched to
Muck Abbey with an ultimatum: Adhere to the new church or suffer the
consequences. But in Abbot Tomás O’Malley, Kinsella finds less an adversary
than a man of bewildering contradictions—unyieldingly bound to his vows, yet longquestioning his devotion to God. Now, between Kinsella and O’Malley comes an
unexpected challenge that will reveal their truths, their purpose, their faith, and
Page 16/19

Read PDF Catholics A Novel
their doubt. “Told with . . . superb grace and wit,” Catholics was adapted by
Brian Moore for the 1973 film starring Martin Sheen and Trevor Howard (The
New Yorker).
What is a “Catholic” novel? This book analyzes the fiction of Graham Greene in
a radically new manner, considering in depth its form and content, which rest on
the oppositions between secularism and religion. Sampson challenges these
distinctions, arguing that Greene has a dramatic contribution to add to their
methodological premises. Chapters on Greene’s four “Catholic” novels and two
of his “post-Catholic” novels are complemented by fresh insight into the critical
importance of his nonfiction. The study paints an image of an inviting yet
beguilingly complex literary figure.
This groundbreaking book explores the role 19th century Irish Catholic authors
played in forging the creation of modern Irish literature. As such it offers a unique
tour of Ireland’s literary landscape, from early origins during the Catholic political
resurgence of the 1820s to the transformative zenith wrought by James Joyce’s
Ulysses in 1922. Emer Nolan observes that contemporary Irish literature is
steeped in the ambitions and internal conflicts of a previously captive Irish
Catholic culture that came into its own with the narrative art form. He revisits, with
keen insights, the prescient and influential songs, poems, and prose of Thomas
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Moore. He also points out that Moore’s wildly successful work helped create an
audience for authors to come, i.e. John and Michael Banim, William Carleton and
the popular novelists Gerald Griffin and Charles Kickham. An innovative aspect
of this study is the author’s exploration of the relationship between James Joyce
and Irish culture and his nineteenth-century Irish Catholic predecessors and their
political and national passions. It is, in effect, a telling look at the future history of
Irish fiction.
Coinciding with Pope Benedict XVIs state visit to the UK in September 2010.
David Yallop, author of In God's Name, looks at the current news stories
concerning widespread child abuse by priests and shows how the Vatican is not
telling the full story. Praise for In God's Name: 'A thriller without an
ending...Yallop has surely proved there is a case to answer.' - Guardian 'An
astonishing book...a story of corruption, lies and disinformation.' - Daily Mail
'Excellently done ... An engrossing and disturbing book' - Economist
Robert Langdon is called upon to identify a mysterious symbol seared onto a
dead man's chest. It belongs to the Illuminati, a secret brotherhood with a
vendetta against the Catholic Church.
Graham Greene's early books are described as 'Catholic Novels' with his later
work falling into political and detective genres. This title argues that this is a false
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dichotomy created by a narrowly prescriptive understanding of the Catholic genre
and obscures the impact of Greene's religious imagination on his literary art.
Een Ierse jongeman studeert na zijn seminarietijd af in Rome en belandt daarna
in een steeds groter wordend isolement door een snel veranderende
samenleving en schandalen binnen de Rooms-Katholieke kerk.
Griffin analyses anti-Catholic fiction written between the 1830s and the turn of the
century in both Britain and America.
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