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July 1910. Lady Hardcastle and her tireless sidekick Flo have finally embarked on a longoverdue seaside break. But just as they're wavering between ice creams and donkey rides,
their fellow guests start to go missing--and the duo find themselves with a hysterical hotel
manager and a case to solve. The first to disappear is Dr Goddard, a scientist doing something
terribly top-secret for the government. Gone too are his strongbox and its mysterious contents.
By the time Lady Hardcastle has questioned the horde of international guests, her number-one
suspect has been dispatched in grisly circumstances--and then the others start vanishing too.
As the case begins to look like a matter of national security, Lady Hardcastle takes advice from
her brother in the secret service. But could there be an even more personal connection at
play? To solve the case, Lady Hardcastle may face a shocking discovery of her own.
When Lady Hardcastle and her maid, Florence, are invited to Lord Riddlethorpe’s country
estate for a week of motor racing and parties, they both agree it sounds like a perfectly
charming holiday. But when one of the drivers dies in a crash during the very first race, they
discover that what seemed like an uncharacteristic error in judgement may have a more
sinister explanation . . . Closer investigation reveals that the driver’s car was sabotaged – and
the driver murdered. The local constabulary are quick to dismiss the case, but Flo and Lady
Hardcastle are determined to find out just who has committed this dastardly act, and why. As
the pair begin to make enquiries of Lord Riddlethorpe’s servants and guests, it seems that,
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below stairs and above, there is more to this case than meets the eye. And, even in the quiet
of the countryside, death is always just around the bend.
January 1910. A journalist has been killed in a suspicious blaze. Everything points to a group
of suffragettes, but the apparent culprit insists she is innocent. When Lady Hardcastle receives
a letter from a suffragette requesting her urgent help, the retired spy turned sleuth knows only
she stands between an accused young woman and the gallows. Evidence at the scene makes
Lizzie Worrel's innocence difficult to believe, and with the police treating it as an open-and-shut
case of arson, Lady Hardcastle faces a barrage of resistance as she tries to dig out the truth.
With her trusted maid and confidante, the formidable Flo, Lady Hardcastle sets off in pursuit of
the truth as time runs out for the accused suffragette. Was she set up? And if so, is the real
culprit a traitor to the cause--or part of a darker conspiracy?
Revised edition: This edition of A Quiet Life In The Country includes editorial revisions.
It’s 1937, and Heath Barrington is a naïve twenty-two-year-old about to set sail across the
Atlantic on the Queen Mary. While on board, he meets the handsome Lord Simon Quimby,
who invites Heath to his estate. Heath falls for Simon hard, but Simon soon becomes
withdrawn and distant. Is Simon all he appears to be, or is there more to him than meets the
eye? And what of the old gypsy curse Simon claims his family is under? Did it really cause his
mother’s death, his sister’s suicide, and his father’s murder, or did Simon have something to
do with it all? It’s up to Heath to uncover the truth, despite his heart telling him otherwise. In
this prequel to the Detective Heath Barrington Mystery series, Heath discovers that first love
changes you forever and drives you to become the person you’re destined to be.
Monster is an adult pit bull, muscular and grey, who is impounded in a large animal shelter in
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Los Angeles. Like many other dogs at the shelter, Monster is associated with marginalized
humans and assumed to embody certain behaviors because of his breed. And like
approximately one million shelter animals each year, Monster will be killed. The Lives and
Deaths of Shelter Animals takes us inside one of the country's highest-intake animal shelters.
Katja M. Guenther witnesses the dramatic variance in the narratives assigned different
animals, including Monster, which dictate their chances for survival. She argues that these
inequalities are powerfully linked to human ideas about race, class, gender, ability, and
species. Guenther deftly explores internal hierarchies, breed discrimination, and importantly,
instances of resistance and agency.
The Routledge Companion to Death and Literature seeks to understand the ways in which
literature has engaged deeply with the ever-evolving relationship humanity has with its ultimate
demise. It is the most comprehensive collection in this growing field of study and includes
essays by Brian McHale, Catherine Belling, Ronald Schleifer, Helen Swift, and Ira Nadel, as
well as the work of a generation of younger scholars from around the globe, who bring valuable
transnational insights. Encompassing a diverse range of mediums and genres – including
biography and autobiography, documentary, drama, elegy, film, the novel and graphic novel,
opera, picturebooks, poetry, television, and more – the contributors offer a dynamic mix of
approaches that range from expansive perspectives on particular periods and genres to
extended analyses of select case studies. Essays are included from every major Western
period, including Classical, Middle Ages, Renaissance, and so on, right up to the
contemporary. This collection provides a telling demonstration of the myriad ways that
humanity has learned to live with the inevitability of death, where “live with” itself might mean
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any number of things: from consoling, to memorializing, to rationalizing, to fending off, to
evading, and, perhaps most compellingly of all, to escaping. Engagingly written and drawing on
examples from around the world, this volume is indispensable to both students and scholars
working in the fields of medical humanities, thanatography (death studies), life writing, Victorian
studies, modernist studies, narrative, contemporary fiction, popular culture, and more.
August 1911. Emily Hardcastle and her inimitable lady's maid Florence Armstrong are enjoying
a fine summer until Harry, Lady H's brother, turns up out of the blue with a mystery for them to
solve. A routine parachute test at a local aeroplane factory has gone horribly wrong--with pilot
Dickie Dupree plummeting to his death. Harry is certain there is more to this 'tragic accident'
than meets the eye, having discovered that someone at the airfield is leaking top secret
intelligence to foreign rivals. In between strolls to the Dog & Duck and planning for the annual
village show, the daring duo dust off the Crime Board and go undercover at Bristol Aviation.
With international powers investing heavily in aeronautics, the stakes are high--sky high--and
the suspects soon mount up. Can Lady Hardcastle find the culprit before someone else falls
down dead?

After the war is over, a radioactive cloud begins to sweep southwards on the winds,
gradually poisoning everything in its path. An American submarine captain is among the
survivors left sheltering in Australia, preparing with the locals for the inevitable. Despite
his memories of his wife, he becomes close to a young woman struggling to accept the
harsh realities of their situation. Then a faint Morse code signal is picked up,
transmitting from the United States and the submarine must set sail through the bleak
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ocean to search for signs of life. On the Beach is Nevil Shute's most powerful novel.
Both gripping and intensely moving, its impact is unforgettable.
It's Spring 1909 and Lady Hardcastle and her maid Florence Armstrong are back for
four more mysteries. The Farmer's Revenge - Our heroines resume their amateur
sleuthing when a sudden death at the cattle market begins to look like murder. The
Ghost of the Dog and Duck - Flo persuades Lady Hardcastle to attend a seance where
a medium calls forth a ghost who begins to haunt the village pub. The Trophy Case
Case - There's a burglary at the rugby club on the night of the end of season
celebrations and Lady Hardcastle and Flo agree to help the village police find the thief.
The Last Tram - There's sabotage, murder and kidnap in the city. Lady Hardcastle and
Flo are called in to find out who's behind the chaos at the tram company but things go
from bad to worse."
This tale of money, love, and the pursuit of the American dream constitutes the
quintessential portrait of Jazz Age America. Fitzgerald's luminous prose depicts both
the era's glamour and its seedy underside.
When Tom Cutter hires Constantine Shaklin as an engineer in his air freight business,
he little realises the extraordinary gifts of his new recruit. Shaklin possesses a religious
power which inspires everyone he meets to a new faith and hope for humanity. As
Cutter's business grows across Asia, so does Shaklin's fame, until he is widely
regarded as a unifying deity. Though he struggles to believe Shaklin is indeed divine,
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the friendship will transform Cutter's life.
Most people visit Big Bend National Park and have a wonderful, incident-free vacation.
For a tiny number, however, a simple mistake, unpreparedness, or pure bad luck has
lead to catastrophe. Massive rescue efforts and fatalities, while rare, do happen at the
park. Heat stroke, dehydration, hypothermia, drowning, falls, lightning, and even murder
have claimed victims at Big Bend. This book chronicles selected rescues and tragedies
that have happened there since the early 1980s. The lessons you learn reading this
book may save your life.
The “fascinating” #1 New York Times bestseller that awakened the world to the
destruction of American Indians in the nineteenth-century West (The Wall Street
Journal). First published in 1970, Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee generated
shockwaves with its frank and heartbreaking depiction of the systematic annihilation of
American Indian tribes across the western frontier. In this nonfiction account, Dee
Brown focuses on the betrayals, battles, and massacres suffered by American Indians
between 1860 and 1890. He tells of the many tribes and their renowned chiefs—from
Geronimo to Red Cloud, Sitting Bull to Crazy Horse—who struggled to combat the
destruction of their people and culture. Forcefully written and meticulously researched,
Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee inspired a generation to take a second look at how
the West was won. This ebook features an illustrated biography of Dee Brown including
rare photos from the author’s personal collection.
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On her way to visit Egypt and its ancient past, Mabel Havelock gets more than she
bargains for. She stumbles upon a murder plot. As she cruises down the Nile, the
mystery takes on an added twist. Inspired by Agatha Christie’s Hercule Poirot. Mabel is
determined to solve the mysteries. Unfortunately, Mabel does not possess Hercule
Poirot’s finesse. But with the help of her reluctant friend, Violet Ficher and a quirky
Egyptian room steward. Mabel untangles the web of lies and deceit.
‘Roger Deakin is the perfect companion for an invigorating armchair swim. Engaging,
thoughtful and candid’ Telegraph Waterlog celebrates the magic of water and the
beauty and eccentricity of Britain. In 1996 Roger Deakin, the late, great nature writer,
set out to swim through the British Isles. From the sea, from rock pools, from rivers and
streams, tarns, lakes, lochs, ponds, lidos, swimming pools and spas, from fens, dykes,
moats, aqueducts, waterfalls, flooded quarries, even canals, Deakin gains a fascinating
perspective on modern Britain. Detained by water bailiffs in Winchester, intercepted in
the Fowey estuary by coastguards, mistaken for a suicide on Camber sands,
confronting the Corryvreckan whirlpool in the Hebrides, he discovers just how much of
an outsider the native swimmer is to his landlocked, fully-dressed fellow citizens. This is
a personal journey, a bold assertion of the native swimmer's right to roam, and an
unforgettable celebration of the magic of water.
'Powerful and moving.' Louis Theroux Meet Adam. He's twenty-seven years old,
articulate and attractive. He also wants to die. Should he be helped? And by whom? In
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The Inevitable, award-winning journalist Katie Engelhart explores one of our most
abiding taboos: assisted dying. From Avril, the 80-year-old British woman illegally
importing pentobarbital, to the Australian doctor dispensing suicide manuals online,
Engelhart travels the world to hear the stories of those on the quest for a 'good death'.
At once intensely troubling and profoundly moving, The Inevitable interrogates our most
uncomfortable moral questions. Should a young woman facing imminent paralysis be
allowed to end her life with a doctor's help? Should we be free to die painlessly before
dementia takes our mind? Or to choose death over old age? A deeply reported portrait
of everyday people struggling to make impossible decisions, The Inevitable sheds
crucial light on what it means to flourish, live and die.
Based on a true story, this edition of Devil's Knot will tie-in to a major motion picture
starring Academy Award winners Reese Witherspoon and Colin Firth. This riveting
portrait of a small Arkansas town recounts the all-too-true story of a brutal triple murder
and the eighteen-year imprisonment of three innocent teenagers. For weeks in 1993,
after the grisly murders of three eight-year-old boys, police in West Memphis, Arkansas,
seemed stumped. Then suddenly, detectives charged three teenagers - alleged
members of a satanic cult - with the killings. Despite the witch-hunt atmosphere of the
trials and a case that included stunning investigative blunders, the teenagers, who
became known as the West Memphis Three, were convicted. Jurors sentenced Jason
Baldwin and Jessie Misskelley to life in prison and Damien Echols, the accused
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ringleader, to death. The guilty verdicts were popular in their home state - even upheld
on appeal - and all three remained in prison until their unprecedented release in August
2011. In Devil's Knot, award-winning investigative journalist Mara Leveritt presents the
most comprehensive, insightful reporting ever done on this story - one of the greatest
miscarriages of justice in American legal history. In-depth research, meticulous
reconstruction of the investigation and close-up views of its key participants unravel the
many tangled knots of this endlessly shocking case.
Set in an unnamed African country, V. S. Naipaul's A Bend in the River is narrated by
Salim, a young man from an Indian family of traders long resident on the coast. He
believes The world is what it is; men who are nothing, who allow themselves to become
nothing, have no place in it. So he has taken the initiative; left the coast; acquired his
own shop in a small, growing city in the continent’s remote interior and is selling
sundries – little more than this and that, really – to the natives. This spot, this ‘bend in
the river’, is a microcosm of post-colonial Africa at the time of Independence: a scene
of chaos, violent change, warring tribes, ignorance, isolation and poverty. And from this
rich landscape emerges one of the author’s most potent works – a truly moving story of
historical upheaval and social breakdown.
'Frances Brody has made it to the top rank of crime writers' Daily Mail 'Brody's writing is
like her central character Kate Shackleton: witty, acerbic and very, very perceptive' Ann
Cleeves A lady with a secret Kate Shackleton's sterling reputation for courageous
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sleuthing attracts the attention of the venerable Lady Coulton. Hidden in her past is a
daughter, born out of wedlock and given up to a different family. Now, Lady Coulton is
determined to find her and puts Kate on the case. A mysterious killing in the library's
basement But as Kate delves deeper into Lady Coulton's past, she soon finds herself
thrust into a scandal much closer to home. When the body of the respected Horatio
Potter is found in the Leeds Library basement, the quiet literary community is suddenly
turned upside down with suspicions, accusations and - much to Kate's surprise - the
appearance of a particularly intelligent Capuchin monkey! The most puzzling case in
Kate's sleuthing history yet Convinced an innocent man has been blamed, Kate sets
out to discover the truth. Who would want Dr Potter dead? Does Lady Coulton's
missing daughter hold a vital clue? As the stories start to emerge in the seemingly quiet
Leeds Library, Kate is learning fast that in this case, she can't judge a book by its cover
. . . What readers are saying about the Kate Shackleton mysteries: 'Kate Shackleton is
a splendid heroine' Ann Granger 'Delightful' People's Friend 'Frances Brody matches a
heroine of free and independent spirit with a vivid evocation of time and place . . . a
novel to cherish' Barry Turner, Daily Mail 'Brody's excellent mystery splendidly captures
the conflicts and attitudes of the time with well-developed characters' RT Book Reviews
'Kate Shackleton joins Jacqueline Winspear's Maisie Dobbs in a subgroup of young,
female amateur detectives who survived and were matured by their wartime
experiences' Literary Review
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Actor Nora Blake finds her dream job when she is cast in a murder-mystery troupe that
performs in an imposing but captivating old castle. When she stumbles upon a real
murder, things take a nightmarish turn in this first book in an exciting new series. Maybe
it was too good to be true, but when Nora Blake accepted the job from Derek Corby,
proprietor of Castle Dark, she could not see any downsides. She would sink her acting
chops into the troupe’s intricately staged murder-mystery shows, earn free room and
board in the fairy tale–like castle, and make friends with her new roommates, which
include some seriously adorable kittens. But something sinister lurks behind the walls of
Castle Dark. During Nora’s second performance, one of her castmates plays the part
of the victim a little too well. So well, in fact, that no one can revive him. He has been
murdered. Not ready to give up her dream gig—or to be the next victim—Nora sets out to
see which one of her fellow actors has taken the role of a murderous real-life villain.
Theodore Hamm uses the 1960 execution of Caryl Chessman as a lens for examining
how politics and debates about criminal justice became a volatile mix that ignited
postwar California. The effects of those years continue to be felt as the state's threestrikes law and expanding prison-construction program spark heated arguments over
rehabilitation and punishment. Known as the Red Light Bandit, Chessman allegedly
stalked lovers' lanes in Los Angeles. Eventually convicted of rape and kidnapping, he
was sentenced to death in 1948. In prison he gained significant notoriety as a writer,
beginning with his autobiographical Cell 2455 Death Row (1954). In the following years
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Chessman presented himself not only as an innocent man but also as one rehabilitated
from his prior life of crime. He acquired an enthusiastic audience among leading
criminologists, liberal intellectuals, and ordinary citizens, many of whom engaged in
protests to halt Chessman's execution. Hamm analyzes how Chessman convinced
thousands of Californians to support him, and why Governor Edmund G. (Pat) Brown,
who opposed the death penalty, allowed the execution to go forward. He also
demonstrates the intrinsic limits of the popular commitment to the rehabilitative ideal.
Rebel and a Cause places the Chessman case in a broad cultural and historical
context, relating it to histories of prison reform, the anti-death penalty movement, the
popularization of psychology, and the successive rise and decline of the New Left and
the more enduring rise of the New Right.
From a Pulitzer Prize-winning critic comes an impassioned critique of the West’s
retreat from reason. ‘The Death of Truth is destined to become the defining treatise of
our age’ David Grann ‘The first great book of the Trump administration ... essential
reading’ Rolling Stone
On seventeen occasions, Maggie O'Farrell has stared death in the face--and lived to
tell the tale. In this astonishing memoir, she shares the near-death experiences that
have punctuated and defined her life: The childhood illness that left her bedridden for a
year, which she was not expected to survive. A teenage yearning to escape that nearly
ended in disaster. An encounter with a disturbed man on a remote path. And, most
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terrifying of all, an ongoing, daily struggle to protect her daughter from a condition that
leaves her unimaginably vulnerable to life's myriad dangers. Here, O'Farrell stiches
together these discrete encounters to tell the story of her entire life. In taut prose that
vibrates with electricity and restrained emotion, she captures the perils running just
beneath the surface, and illuminates the preciousness, beauty, and mysteries of life
itself.
No one ever told me that grief felt so like fear. I am not afraid, but the sensation is like being
afraid. The same fluttering in the stomach, the same restlessness, the yawning. I keep on
swallowing. At other times it feels like being mildly drunk, or concussed. There is a sort of
invisible blanket between the world and me. I find it hard to take in what anyone says. Or
perhaps, hard to want to take it in. It is so uninteresting. Yet I want the others to be about me. I
dread the moments when the house is empty. If only they would talk to one another and not to
me.
Death Around the BendThomas & Mercer
HANK FROST-THE ONE-EYED MERC CAPTAIN "EVERY FORTY-EIGHT HOURS UNTIL
TEN MILLION DOLLARS IN DIAMONDS IS PAID, WE'LL SEND BACK A PIECE OF
PROFESSOR BALSAM..." That message and a bloody finger are all Hank Frost finds after he
loses his prize charge to terrorist kidnappers. And to get Balsam back, the fast-talking, fastshooting, one-eyed mercenary captain has to gut his way through a sado-masochist torture
team, neo-Nazi gunmen and a vastly powerful Fourth Reich conspiracy. The French police are
after Frost, and so is Israeli Intelligence and the beautiful Mossad agent Marita, who claims to
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be Balsam's daughter. From Chicago to Paris, to the Bavarian Alps, from terrorist assaults to
torture sessions, Hank Frost is in trouble-up to his eye patch...
Originally published in 1898, “The Ballad of Reading Gaol” is a poem written by Oscar Wilde.
Composed after his release from the titular prison whilst he was in exile in Berneval-le-Grand,
the poem deals with the hanging at Reading Goal of Charles Thomas Wooldridge, a 30-yearold man who was imprisoned for cutting his wife's throat. Within the poem, Wilde narrates the
execution in full and explores the brutal nature of the punishment that all inmates must endure.
Oscar Fingal O'Flahertie Wills Wilde (1854–1900) was an Irish poet and playwright who
became one of the most popular in London during the 1880s and 1890s. Well-known for his
sharp wit and extravagant attire, Wilde was a proponent of aestheticism and wrote in a variety
of forms including poetry, fiction, and drama. He was famously imprisoned for homosexual acts
from 1895 to 1897 and died at the age of 46, just three years after his release. Other notable
works by this author include: “Picture of Dorian Gray” (1890), “Salome” (1891), and “The
Importance of Being Earnest” (1895). Ragged Hand is proudly republishing this classic poem
now complete with a specially-commissioned new biography of the author.
Kate Song is tired of running from her past. Ever since her near-death experience, she sees
details in photographs other people can't. At first, she saw it as a gift, but she's no longer sure
if it's a blessing or a curse. She wants to forget about being the Miracle Girl-the lone survivor of
the explosion that killed everyone she loved. With hope for a new beginning and anonymity,
Kate accepts a job as a photographer for the daily newspaper in the rural town of Bend, PA.
Her first assignment thrusts her into the mysterious disappearance of three women and the
discovery of a clandestine women's compound. Uneasy and uncertain who to trust, Kate turns
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to Seth Abrams, the paper's reporter. Seth's one desire is to capture the big story that will
catapult him to journalistic stardom. Bend's cult-like doings provide the perfect opportunity-until
Kate, the new photographer, scoops him. When Kate reveals her secret to him along with her
fears about the town, he must choose to help her or use her-and her gift, as his stepping stone
to fame. Will Kate and Seth team up to protect the people of Bend? Or will Kate fall victim to
Bend's darker side?
From the author of The Notebook and See Me, this is an epic love story you'll never forget
Love can heal us, and it can tear us apart . . . Miles's life is shattered when he loses his
beloved wife to a hit-and-run driver. Struggling to hold things together for his son, Jonah, but
obsessing over finding justice, a powerful new romance throws everything into uncertainty. As
Jonah's teacher, Sarah, discusses his struggling son with Miles, an attraction develops
between them with bewildering intensity. But Sarah has a secret of her own, one that links her
to Miles with a shocking force - and long-buried truths begin to unravel, putting the strength of
their passion to the test. *The breathtaking new love story from Nicholas Sparks, Every Breath,
is available to pre-order now* Praise for Nicholas Sparks 'Pulls at the heartstrings' Sunday
Times 'When it comes to tales about love, Nicholas Sparks is one of the undisputed kings'
Heat 'An absorbing page-turner' Daily Mail 'A fiercely romantic and touching tale' Heat on The
Longest Ride 'An A-grade romantic read' OK! on Safe Haven 'This one won't leave a dry eye'
Daily Mirror on The Lucky One
Late October 1909, and the season of ghouls and things that go bump in the night has
descended on the village of Littleton Cotterell. Lady Hardcastle and her trusted lady's maid,
Florence, find themselves hosting a colourful cast of actors whose spooky moving picture, The
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Witch's Downfall, is being shown to mark Halloween. But things take a macabre turn when the
first night's screening ends with a mysterious murder, and the second night with another...One
by one the actors turn up dead in ways that eerily echo their film. With the police left scratching
their heads, Lady Hardcastle calls upon her amateur sleuthing skills to launch an investigation,
with Flo's able assistance. Surrounded by suspects both human and supernatural, Lady
Hardcastle must use a little trickery of her own to unmask the murderer.
In the fall of 1948, Ernest Hemingway made his first extended visit to Italy in thirty years. His
reacquaintance with Venice, a city he loved, provided the inspiration for Across the River and
into the Trees, the story of Richard Cantwell, a war-ravaged American colonel stationed in Italy
at the close of the Second World War, and his love for a young Italian countess. A poignant,
bittersweet homage to love that overpowers reason, to the resilience of the human spirit, and
to the worldweary beauty and majesty of Venice, Across the River and into the Trees stands as
Hemingway's statement of defiance in response to the great dehumanizing atrocities of the
Second World War. Hemingway's last full-length novel published in his lifetime, it moved John
O'Hara in The New York Times Book Review to call him “the most important author since
Shakespeare.”
If it was only about her, she might never have come back to Rose Bend. But it’s not only about
her anymore. Sydney Collins left the small Berkshires town of Rose Bend eight years ago,
grieving her sister’s death—and heartbroken over her parents’ rejection. But now the rebel is
back—newly divorced and pregnant—ready to face her fears and make a home for her child in
the caring community she once knew. The last thing she needs is trouble. But trouble just set
her body on fire with one hot, hot smile. Widower and Rose Bend mayor Coltrane Dennison
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hasn’t smiled in ages. Until a chance run-in with Sydney Collins, who’s all grown-up and
making him want what he knows he can’t have. Grief is his only connection to the wife and
son he lost, and he won’t give it up. Not for Sydney, not for her child, not for his heart. But
when Sydney’s ex threatens to upend everything she’s rebuilt in Rose Bend, Cole and
Sydney may find that a little trouble will take them where they never expected to go. Rose
Bend Book 1: The Road to Rose Bend
A Policeman, A Snake & Murders Most Foul The policeman is of course undercover MI5 agent
Frank Allen, this time on the trail of drugs and prostitution; the Snake is gang boss and sadistic
murderer Sammy Blake. For over fifty years Blake has controlled the underworld with bizarre
and brutal efficiency, but will a large London gang bring about his downfall? Frank Allen is on
the case. The Death of the Two-Headed Cartel Frank, recently promoted, recently married to
Sue, is content. He feels that the undercover world is a distant memory, and he can now
concentrate on ‘proper’ police work. Then one day he is invited to see the chief constable Sir
Cedrick Porter, who offers him one final mission - with a reward so tempting, how can Frank
refuse? He accepts the task immediately – and then goes home to tell Sue.
This is a story of friendships and loyalty, a quest for spirituality, a test of character and a
search for inner strength and peace of mind. The author was born in Akron, Ohio, graduated
from Kent State University and maintains a home in the Portage Lakes."
A wounded soldier and a rector's daughter discover strange goings-on in the sleepy village of
Kurland St. Mary in Catherine Lloyd's charming Regency-set mystery debut. Major Robert
Kurland has returned to the quiet vistas of his village home to recuperate from the horrors of
Waterloo. However injured his body may be, his mind is as active as ever. Too active, perhaps.
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When he glimpses a shadowy figure from his bedroom window struggling with a heavy load,
the tranquil façade of the village begins to loom sinister. . . Unable to forget the incident,
Robert confides in his childhood friend, Miss Lucy Harrington. As the dutiful daughter of the
widowed rector, following up on the major's suspicions offers a welcome diversion--but soon
presents real danger. Someone is intent on stopping their investigation. And in a place where
no one locks their doors, a series of thefts and the disappearance of two young serving girls
demands explanation. . . As Robert grapples with his difficult recovery, he and Lucy try to
unearth the dark truth lurking within the village shadows, and stop a killer waiting to strike
again. . .
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