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Democracy In California Politics And Government In The Golden State
"In the wake of the Great Recession, Americans across the political divide flocked to local citizens organizations, where
they worked to refocus political attention on the needs of ordinary people like them. This book chronicles the efforts of
two such groups--a progressive faith-based community organizing coalition and a conservative Tea Party group. At first
glance, these groups could not seem more different: in addition to significant demographic differences between them,
their members also lined up on opposite sides of nearly every national policy debate during this period. But these
differences do not tell the whole story of these groups. Drawing on ethnographic fieldwork with both groups, this book
reveals surprising similarities between their efforts that are typically not acknowledged, while also tracing more subtle
differences between them that typically go unrecognized. It shows that in the face of rising anxiety and frustration,
members of both groups chose to wake up, stand up, and speak up. They dedicated themselves to becoming active
citizens, capable of inserting their voices, values, and knowledge into public debates about issues that impacted them. In
so doing, they came to understand themselves as prophets and patriots, respectively, carrying forward the promise of
American democracy. Yet when the groups set out to actually enact this vision - by holding government accountable and
putting their faith in action - their styles of active citizenship diverged, reflecting different ways of imagining how American
democracy ought to work and the proper role of active citizens within it."--Provided by publisher.
Since 1998, U.S. House incumbents have won a staggering 98 percent of their reelection races. Electoral competition
has also declined in some state and primary elections. The Marketplace for Democracy combines the resources of two
eminent research organizations—Brookings and the Cato Institute—to address several important questions about our
democratic system. How pervasive is the lack of competition in arenas only previously speculated on, such as state
legislative contests and congressional primaries? What have previous reform efforts, such as direct primaries and term
limits, had on electoral competition? What are the effects of redistricting and campaign finance regulation? What role do
third parties play? In sum, what does all this tell us about what might be done to increase electoral competition? The
authors, including a number of today's most important scholars in American politics, consider the historical development,
legal background, and political aspects of a system that is supposed to be responsive and accountable yet for many is
becoming stagnant, self-perpetuating, and tone-deaf. How did we get to this point, and what—if anything—should be done
about it? Elections are the vehicles through which Americans choose who governs them, and the power of the ballot is
still the best lever ordinary citizens have in keeping public officials accountable. The Marketplace of Democracy
considers different policy options for increasing the competition needed to keep American politics vibrant, responsive,
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and democratic. Contributors include Stephen Ansolabehere (MIT), William D. Berry (Florida State University), Bruce
Cain (University of California–Berkeley), Thomas Carsey (Florida StateUniversity) James Gimpel (University of Maryland)
John Hanley (UC–Berkeley), John Mark Hansen (University of Chicago), Paul S. Herrnson (University of Maryland) Gary
Jacobson (University of California–San Diego) Thad Kousser (UC–San Diego), Frances Lee (University of Maryland),
John Matsusaka (University of Southern California), Kenneth Mayer (University of Wisconsin–Madison), Michael P.
McDonald (Brookings Institution and George Mason University), Jeffrey Milyo (University of Missouri–Columbia), Richard
Niemi (University of Rochester) Nate Persily (University of Pennsylvania Law School), Lynda Powell (University of
Rochester), David Primo (University of Rochester), John Samples (Cato Institute), and James Snyder Jr. (MIT).
In politics, as in so many other areas, California is unique. The state's economy - the largest in the nation, and sixth
largest in the world - is given to dramatic swings. Its legislative system is often defined by gridlock on matters large and
small. The use of the initiative, one of the tools of "direct democracy", has become commonplace. Over the years,
California has had more than its share of political turmoil. But for pure melodrama, nothing matches the 2003 campaign
to recall the state's sitting governor, Gray Davis. Recall! relates the latest and most dramatic chapter in the political
history of the Golden State. The authors are recognized experts on California politics and regular local television political
analysts. They provide fascinating coverage of the events leading up to Davis's replacement by bodybuilder-turned actorturned politician Arnold Schwarzenegger; describe the large and colorful cast of characters involved in the special
election; and demonstrate how California's one-of-a-kind mix of political, economic, and social circumstances made it all
possible.
Democracy in CaliforniaPolitics and Government in the Golden StateRowman & Littlefield
Scholars working for communities' rights in California's Central Valley In the Struggle tells the story of the persistent
engagement of eight public scholars spanning generations of sustained endeavor, a dogged war in which workers and
scholars together repeatedly took on the powerful agricultural industry, the political machines, and even the universities.
The stories begin in the 1930s with Paul Taylor, a professor of economics at University of California, Berkeley, who
pioneered field research and activism as he travelled through the areas marked by the Great Depression, together with
his wife, photographer Dorothea Lange. Working in the heart of California's agricultural Central Valley, Taylor was the
first of a succession of scholars who shared the dual commitment to research and engagement, to making problems
visible and to effecting change through strategic action. Taylor and Lange intentionally wove their political engagement
into their identities and work as researchers, as they conducted studies, led strikes, organized underserved communities,
founded community development programs, created nonprofit institutions, and more. This book documents a tradition of
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politically engaged scholarship in one of the world's most dramatic contexts, full of disparities and contradictions, but also
ripe with opportunities to make a difference. It covers a struggle that continues undiminished in the present.
This book offers a historical analysis of one of the most striking and dramatic transformations to take place in Brazil and
the United States during the twentieth century—the redefinition of the concepts of nation and democracy in racial terms.
The multilateral political debates that occurred between 1930 and 1945 pushed and pulled both states towards more
racially inclusive political ideals and nationalisms. Both countries utilized cultural production to transmit these racial
political messages. At times working collaboratively, Brazilian and U.S. officials deployed the concept of “racial
democracy” as a national security strategy, one meant to suppress the existential threats perceived to be posed by
World War II and by the political agendas of communists, fascists, and blacks. Consequently, official racial democracy
was limited in its ability to address racial inequities in the United States and Brazil. Shifting the Meaning of Democracy
helps to explain the historical roots of a contemporary phenomenon: the coexistence of widespread antiracist ideals with
enduring racial inequality.
Examines the politics and character of California's governmental institutions and discusses how they impact the lives of
its citizens.
Democratic Insecurities focuses on the ethics of military and humanitarian intervention in Haiti during and after Haiti's 1991 coup.
In this remarkable ethnography of violence, Erica Caple James explores the traumas of Haitian victims whose experiences were
denied by U.S. officials and recognized only selectively by other humanitarian providers. Using vivid first-person accounts from
women survivors, James raises important new questions about humanitarian aid, structural violence, and political insecurity. She
discusses the politics of postconflict assistance to Haiti and the challenges of promoting democracy, human rights, and justice in
societies that experience chronic insecurity. Similarly, she finds that efforts to promote political development and psychosocial
rehabilitation may fail because of competition, strife, and corruption among the individuals and institutions that implement such
initiatives.
What happens to student activism once mass protests have disappeared from view, and youth no longer embody the political
frustrations and hopes of a nation? After the Revolution chronicles the lives of student activists as they confront the possibilities
and disappointments of democracy in the shadow of the recent revolution in Serbia. Greenberg's narrative highlights the stories of
young student activists as they seek to define their role and articulate a new form of legitimate political activity, post-socialism.
When student activists in Serbia helped topple dictator Slobodan Milosevic on October 5, 2000, they unexpectedly found that the
post-revolutionary period brought even greater problems. How do you actually live and practice democracy in the wake of war and
the shadow of a recent revolution? How do young Serbians attempt to translate the energy and excitement generated by wide
scale mobilization into the slow work of building democratic institutions? Greenberg navigates through the ranks of student
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organizations as they transition their activism from the streets back into the halls of the university. In exploring the everyday
practices of student activists—their triumphs and frustrations—After the Revolution argues that disappointment is not a failure of
democracy but a fundamental feature of how people live and practice it. This fascinating book develops a critical vocabulary for the
social life of disappointment with the aim of helping citizens, scholars, and policymakers worldwide escape the trap of framing new
democracies as doomed to failure.
“A historical masterpiece! Just when we thought we knew everything about the politics and policies of the HIV/AIDS pandemic,
Peter Baldwin surprises us with innovative insights about the sharp differences in policy among countries as well as complex
tradeoffs between civil liberties and public goods. This is a refreshing and readable book in which AIDS is used as a lens to
understand the public health enterprise ranging from leprosy and syphilis to tuberculosis and SARS. Baldwin offers a deeply
historical and comparative understanding of HIV in the industrialized world.”—Lawrence O. Gostin, author of Public Health Law:
Power, Duty, Restraint "Although a vast literature has emerged to chronicle and reflect on the history of the AIDS epidemic since it
was first reported almost a quarter of a century ago, there is nothing like Peter Baldwin's probing and synthetic analysis of AIDS in
the industrialized world. Building on his masterful Contagion and the State in Europe 1830-1930, Baldwin has provided a complex
historical tapestry of how an epidemic threat has challenged and exposed democracies that thought infectious threats a thing of
the past."—Ronald Bayer author of Private Acts, Social Cosequences:Aids and the Politics Of Public Health and coauthor with
Gerald Oppenheimer of AIDS Doctors:Voices from the Epidemic
The rise of populism in the West and the rise of China in the East have stirred a rethinking of how democratic systems work—and
how they fail. The impact of globalism and digital capitalism is forcing worldwide attention to the starker divide between the
“haves” and the “have-nots,” challenging how we think about the social contract. With fierce clarity and conviction, Renovating
Democracy tears down our basic structures and challenges us to conceive of an alternative framework for governance. To truly
renovate our global systems, the authors argue for empowering participation without populism by integrating social networks and
direct democracy into the system with new mediating institutions that complement representative government. They outline steps
to reconfigure the social contract to protect workers instead of jobs, shifting from a “redistribution” after wealth to “pre-distribution”
with the aim to enhance the skills and assets of those less well-off. Lastly, they argue for harnessing globalization through
“positive nationalism” at home while advocating for global cooperation—specifically with a partnership with China—to create a
viable rules-based world order. Thought provoking and persuasive, Renovating Democracy serves as a point of departure that
deepens and expands the discourse for positive change in governance.
The Mass Marketing of Politics demonstrates how The United States' contemporary political system is driven by marketing, not
ideology, with an emphasis on image over substance, personality over issues, and thirty second sound bites over meaningful
dialogue. This book details how tactics are being used to determine public opinion, win votes and shape public policy in the White
House and Congress. The book points out the pitfalls of relying too heavily on marketing as a campaign and governance tool, and
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offers alternatives. The Mass Marketing of Politics is provocative and essential reading for anyone interested in North American
politics, marketing, political communication, and media studies.
When the U.S.-Korea military alliance began to deteriorate in the 2000s, many commentators blamed "anti-Americanism" and
nationalism, especially among younger South Koreans. Challenging these assumptions, this book argues that Korean activism
around U.S. relations owes more to transformations in domestic politics, including the decentralization of government, the
diversification and politics of civil society organizations, and the transnationalization of social movements.
Those who implement policies have the discretion to shape democratic values. Public administration is not policy administered, but
democracy administered.

Political Parties and Democratic Linkage examines how political parties ensure the functioning of the democratic process
in contemporary societies. Based on unprecedented cross-national data, the authors find that the process of party
government is still alive and well in most contemporary democracies.
A state-of-the-art account of what we know and do not know about the effects of digital technology on democracy.
For undergraduate courses in American Government. This comprehensive text covers Foreign and National Security,
Economic Policy, Public Policy and California Politics. This VALUE EDITION is economical as it comes in a three-hole
punched, loose leaf (paperback) version. This is the book that gets students to participate. Living Democracy gets
students to participate in learning, in the classroom, and in change. The book's young and energetic author team cares
deeply about student learning and student engagement. Lead author Dan Shea founded the Center for Political
Participation and his experiences working with students in the classroom and in the center inspired him to team up with
co-authors Joanne Connor Green (Texas Christian University) and Christopher E. Smith (Michigan State) to write an
American Government text that truly inspires students and helps them experience the impact of government in their daily
lives. Everything about the book--the writing, design, examples, photos, activities, and every page of the text--is designed
to get students to participate in their class and in American politics.In a recent survey of American Government courses,
80% of instructors named student apathy--about the course material, about politics, about the prospect that government
can do anything to enrich their lives--as the number one problem in their course.Written with the belief that introductory
courses in American Government are critically important for our students--as well as for the long-term stability of the
democratic process--Living Democracy is designed to help students draw connections between topics and to find a role
for themselves in politics and government. The text's innovative approach to American government presents the dynamic
nature of our country's democratic process more accurately than any other book currently on the market, while offering all
of the material found in a comprehensive, traditionally organized government text within an active framework.
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Voter turnout was unusually high in the 2004 U.S. presidential election. At first glance, that level of participation—largely
spurred by war in Iraq and a burgeoning culture war at home—might look like vindication of democracy. If the recent past
is any indication, however, too many Americans will soon return to apathy and inactivity. Clearly, all is not well in our civic
life. Citizens are participating in public affairs too infrequently, too unequally, and in too few venues to develop and
sustain a robust democracy. This important new book explores the problem of America's decreasing involvement in its
own affairs. D emocracy at Risk reveals the dangers of civic disengagement for the future of representative democracy.
The authors, all eminent scholars, undertake three main tasks: documenting recent trends in civic engagement, exploring
the influence that the design of political institutions and public policies have had on those trends, and recommending
steps that will increase the amount and quality of civic engagement in America. The authors focus their attention on three
key areas: the electoral process, including elections and the way people get involved; the impact of location, including
demographic shifts and changing development patterns; and the critical role of nonprofit organizations and voluntary
associations, including the philanthropy that help keep them going. This important project, initially sponsored by the
American Political Science Association, tests the proposition that social science has useful insights on the state of our
democratic life. Most importantly, it charts a course for reinvigorating civic participation in the world's oldest democracy.
The authors: Stephen Macedo (Princeton University), Yvette Alex-Assensoh (Indiana University), Jeffrey M. Berry (Tufts),
Michael Brintnall (American Political Science Association), David E. Campbell (Notre Dame), Luis Ricardo Fraga
(Stanford), Archon Fung (Harvard), William A. Galston (University of Maryland), Christopher F. Karpowitz (Princeton),
Margaret Levi (University of Washington), Meira Levinson (Radcliffe Institute), Keena Lipsitz (California–Berkeley),
Richard G. Niemi (University of Rochester), Robert D. Putnam (Harvard), Wendy M. Rahn (University of Minnesota),
Keith Reeves (Swarthmore), Rob Reich (Stanford), Robert R. Rodgers (Princeton), Todd Swanstrom (Saint Louis
University), and Katherine Cramer Walsh (University of Wisconsin).
A FINANCIAL TIMES, ECONOMIST AND NEW STATESMAN BOOK OF THE YEAR 2020 'The most important nonfiction book of the year' David Hare In the years just before and after the fall of the Berlin Wall, people from across the
political spectrum in Europe and America celebrated a great achievement, felt a common purpose and, very often, forged
personal friendships. Yet over the following decades the euphoria evaporated, the common purpose and centre ground
gradually disappeared, extremism rose once more and eventually - as this book compellingly relates - the relationships
soured too. Anne Applebaum traces this history in an unfamiliar way, looking at the trajectories of individuals caught up in
the public events of the last three decades. When politics becomes polarized, which side do you back? If you are a
journalist, an intellectual, a civic leader, how do you deal with the re-emergence of authoritarian or nationalist ideas in
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your country? When your leaders appropriate history, or pedal conspiracies, or eviscerate the media and the judiciary, do
you go along with it? Twilight of Democracy is an essay that combines the personal and the political in an original way
and brings a fresh understanding to the dynamics of public life in Europe and America, both now and in the recent past.
California is full of myths and legends, but its political system shouldn’t be. In this refreshingly critical take, Edgar Kaskla
brings an analysis of power—how it is distributed, how it is used, and to what end—to bear on California’s political system
and the many troubling issues it currently faces. Starting from the premise that California is in deep crisis politically,
economically, culturally, and environmentally, Kaskla traces the state’s economic and political development as a process
controlled by and for the elite, be they land barons, the Hollywood glitterati, or Silicon Valley execs. Kaskla focuses on
what he calls growth machine politics—elites and their land use as promoters of development and redevelopment—to show
students how the gap between the rich and poor in California continues to widen. As minority communities increase in
size, as the cost of campaigning in the state balloons, and as the state’s debt crisis mounts, the socio-economic and
cultural issues at play in California add up to a real threat to democratic governance. Kaskla clearly outlines how each of
the state’s institutions are organized, but also shows how they are affected—indeed distorted—by a host of serious
economic and social inequalities. Not one to mince words, Kaskla is in places irreverent, but his text is thoroughly
researched and well argued, never crossing the line into the polemical. Tables, figures, maps, and lists for further reading
help reinforce the book’s substantive points and critical approach, and a host of student and instructor ancillaries help
with study, review, and preparation.
"One of the chosen few: an enduring contribution to democratic thought."—Bruce Ackerman, Sterling Professor of Law
and Political Science, Yale University
Hobbits and hooligans -- Ignorant, irrational, misinformed nationalists -- Political participation corrupts -- Politics doesn't empower you or me
-- Politics is not a poem -- The right to competent government -- Is democracy competent? -- The rule of the knowers -- Civic enemies
The dilemma of democracy arises from two contrasting trends. More people in the established democracies are participating in civil society
activity, contacting government officials, protesting, and using online activism and other creative forms of participation. At the same time,
theimportance of social status as an influence on political activity is increasing. The democratic principle of the equality of voice is eroding.
The politically rich are getting richer - and the politically needy have less voice.This book assembles an unprecedented set of international
public opinion surveys to identify the individual, institutional, and political factors that produce these trends. New forms of activity place
greater demands on participants, raising the importance of social status skills and resources.Civil society activity further widens the
participation gap. New norms of citizenship shift how people participate. And generational change and new online forms of activism
accentuate this process. Effective and representative government requires a participatory citizenry and equal voice, andparticipation trends
are undermining these outcomes.The Participation Gap both documents the growing participation gap in contemporary democracies and
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suggests ways that we can better achieve their theoretical ideal of a participatory citizenry and equal voice.
At publication date, a free ebook version of this title will be available through Luminos, University of California Press’s Open Access
publishing program. Visit www.luminosoa.org to learn more. Built in the 1890s at the center of the nation, Leavenworth Federal Penitentiary
was designed specifically to be a replica of the US Capitol Building. But why? The Prison of Democracy explains the political significance of a
prison built to mimic one of America’s monuments to democracy. Locating Leavenworth in memory, history, and law, the prison
geographically sits at the borders of Indian Territory (1825–1854) and Bleeding Kansas (1854–1864), both sites of contestation over slavery
and freedom. Author Sara M. Benson argues that Leavenworth reshaped the design of punishment in America by gradually normalizing stateinflicted violence against citizens. Leavenworth’s peculiar architecture illustrates the real roots of mass incarceration—as an explicitly raceand nation-building system that has been ingrained in the very fabric of US history rather than as part of a recent post-war racial history. The
book sheds light on the truth of the painful relationship between the carceral state and democracy in the US—a relationship that thrives to this
day.
Since the 2000 presidential election, the United States has been embroiled in debates about electronic voting. Critics say the new
technologies invite tampering and fraud. Advocates say they enhance the accuracy of vote counts and make casting ballots easier--and
ultimately foster greater political participation. Electronic Elections cuts through the media spin to assess the advantages and risks associated
with different ways of casting ballots--and shows how e-voting can be the future of American democracy. Elections by nature are fraught with
risk. Michael Alvarez and Thad Hall fully examine the range of past methods and the new technologies that have been created to try to
minimize risk and accurately reflect the will of voters. Drawing upon a wealth of new data on how different kinds of electronic voting machines
have performed in recent elections nationwide, they evaluate the security issues that have been the subject of so much media attention, and
examine the impacts the new computer-based solutions is having on voter participation. Alvarez and Hall explain why the benefits of e-voting
can outweigh the challenges, and they argue that media coverage of the new technologies has emphasized their problems while virtually
ignoring their enormous potential for empowering more citizens to vote. The authors also offer ways to improve voting technologies and to
develop more effective means of implementing and evaluating these systems. Electronic Elections makes a case for how e-voting can work in
the United States, showing why making it work right is essential to the future vibrancy of the democratic process.
The revolution that brought the African National Congress (ANC) to power in South Africa was fractured by internal conflict. Migrant workers
from rural Zululand rejected many of the egalitarian values and policies fundamental to the ANC’s liberal democratic platform and organized
themselves in an attempt to sabotage the movement. This anti-democracy stance, which persists today as a direct critique of “freedom” in
neoliberal South Africa, hinges on an idealized vision of the rural home and a hierarchical social order crafted in part by the technologies of
colonial governance over the past century. In analyzing this conflict, Jason Hickel contributes to broad theoretical debates about liberalism
and democratization in the postcolonial world. Democracy as Death interrogates the Western ideals of individual freedom and agency from
the perspective of those who oppose such ideals, and questions the assumptions underpinning theories of anti-liberal movements. The book
argues that both democracy and the political science that attempts to explain resistance to it presuppose a model of personhood native to
Western capitalism, which may not operate cross-culturally.
"Getting tough on crime" has been one of the favorite rallying cries of American politicians in the last two decades, and "getting tough" on
repeat offenders has been particularly popular. "Three strikes and you're out" laws, which effectively impose a 25-years-to-life sentence at the
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moment of a third felony conviction, have been passed in 26 states. California's version of the "three strikes" law, enacted in 1994, was
broader and more severe than measures considered or passed in any other state. Punishment and Democracy is the first examination of the
actual impact this law has had. Franklin Zimring, Sam Kamin, and Gordon Hawkins look at the origins of the law in California, compare it to
other crackdown laws, and analyze the data collected on crime rates in Los Angeles, San Diego, and San Francisco in the year before and
the two years after the law went into effect. They show that the "three strikes" law was a significant development in criminal justice policy
making, not only at the state level, but also at the national level. They conclude with an examination of the trend toward populist initiatives
driving penal policy. The importance of the subject and the stature of the authors make this book required reading for policy analysts, criminal
justice scholars, elected officials, and indeed any American seeking to know more about "get-tough" criminal sentencing.
In Democracy in California, Janiskee and Masugi clearly explain the politics and character of California's governmental institutions and the
dynamics affecting the lives of its citizens. The fourth edition is updated throughout and includes special discussions of the 2014 election and
recent events.

Is California beyond repair? A sizable number of Golden State citizens have concluded that it is. Incessant budget crises plus a
government paralyzed by partisan gridlock have led to demands for reform, even a constitutional convention. But what, exactly, is
wrong and how can we fix it? In California Crackup, Joe Mathews and Mark Paul provide clear and informed answers. Their fastpaced and often humorous narrative deftly exposes the constitutional origins of our current political and economic problems--from
the ugly 1879 constitutional convention to Hiram Johnson's Progressive reforms to the Proposition 13 property tax revolt and its
legacy of voter initiatives. Mathews and Paul then furnish a uniquely California fix: innovative solutions that allow Californians to
debate their choices, settle on the best ones, hold elected officials accountable for results, and choose anew if something doesn't
work. Concise, lively, and provocative, California Crackup offers something new: a genuinely democratic operating system for the
state.
Lankina traces the origins of Russia's inequalities over the past two centuries from the Tsarist institution of estates, through
communism, to the present day.
This 2003 book assesses the consequences of new information technologies for American democracy in a way that is theoretical
and also historically grounded. The author argues that new technologies have produced the fourth in a series of 'information
revolutions' in the US, stretching back to the founding. Each of these, he argues, led to important structural changes in politics.
After re-interpreting historical American political development from the perspective of evolving characteristics of information and
political communications, the author evaluates effects of the Internet and related new media. The analysis shows that the use of
new technologies is contributing to 'post-bureaucratic' political organization and fundamental changes in the structure of political
interests. The author's conclusions tie together scholarship on parties, interest groups, bureaucracy, collective action, and political
behavior with new theory and evidence about politics in the information age.
In Democracy in California, Brian P. Janiskee and Ken Masugi clearly explain the politics and character of California's
governmental institutions and the dynamics affecting the lives of its citizens. The Second Edition is updated throughout and
Page 9/10

Download Ebook Democracy In California Politics And Government In The Golden State
includes special discussions of the recent 2006 election, the 2005 special election, and the 2003 recall effort.
Educating for Democracy reports the results of the Political Engagement Project, a study of educational practices at the college
level that prepare students for responsible democratic participation. In this book, coauthors Anne Colby, Elizabeth Beaumont,
Thomas Ehrlich, and Josh Corngold show that education for political development can increase students’ political understanding,
skill, motivation, and involvement while contributing to many aspects of general academic learning.
In the three decades following World War II, the Golden State was not only the fastest-growing state in the Union but also the site
of significant political change. From the late 1940s through the mid-1970s, a generation of liberal activists transformed the political
landscape of California, ending Republican dominance of state politics and eventually setting the tone for the Democratic Party
nationwide. In California Crucible, Jonathan Bell chronicles this dramatic story of postwar liberalism—from early grassroots
organizing and the election of Pat Brown as governor in 1958 to the civil rights campaigns of the 1960s and the campaigns against
the New Right in the 1970s. As Bell argues, the emergent "California liberalism" was a distinctly post-New Deal phenomenon that
drew on the ambitious ideals of the New Deal but adapted them to a diverse population. The result was a broad coalition that
sought to extend social democracy to marginalized groups—such as gay rights and civil rights organizations—that had not been well
served by the Democratic Party in earlier decades. In building this coalition, liberal activists forged an ideology capable of bringing
Latino farm workers, African American civil rights activists, and wealthy suburban homemakers into a shared political project. By
exploring California Democrats' largely successful attempts to link economic rights to civil rights and serve the needs of diverse
groups, Bell challenges common assumptions about the rise of the New Right and the decline of American liberalism in the
postwar era. As Bell shows, by the end of the 1970s California had become the spiritual home of the liberal wing of the Democratic
Party as much as that of the Reagan Revolution.
John Gastil challenges conventional assumptions about public opinion, elections, and political expression in this persuasive
treatise on how to revitalize the system of representative democracy in the United States. Gastil argues that American citizens
have difficulty developing clear policy interests, seldom reject unrepresentative public officials, and lack a strong public voice. Our
growing awareness of a flawed electoral system is causing increased public cynicism and apathy. The most popular reforms,
however, will neither restore public trust nor improve representation. Term limits and campaign finance reforms will increase
turnover, but they provide no mechanism for improved deliberation and accountability. Building on the success of citizen juries and
deliberative polling, Gastil proposes improving our current process by convening randomly selected panels of citizens to deliberate
for several days on ballot measures and candidates. Voters would learn about the judgments of these citizen panels through
voting guides and possibly information printed on official ballots. The result would be a more representative government and a less
cynical public. America has a long history of experimentation with electoral systems, and the proposals in By Popular Demand
merit serious consideration and debate.
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