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The Tiandihui, also known as the Heaven and Earth
Association or the Triads, was one of the earliest,
largest, and most enduring of the Chinese secret
societies that have played crucial roles at decisive
junctures in modern Chinese history. These
organizations were characterized by ceremonial rituals,
often in the form of blood oaths, that brought people
together for a common goal. Some were organized for
clandestine, criminal, or even seditious purposes by
people alienated from or at the margins of society.
Others were organized for mutual protection or the
administration of local activities by law-abiding members
of a given community. The common perception in the
twentieth century, both in China and in the West, was
that the Tiandihui was founded by Chinese patriots in the
seventeenth century for the purpose of overthrowing the
Qing (Manchu) dynasty and restoring the Ming
(Chinese). This view was put forward by Sun Yat-sen
and other revolutionaries who claimed that, like the antiManchu founders of the Tiandihui, their goal was to strip
the Manchus of their throne. The Chinese Nationalists
(Guomindang) today claim the Tiandihui as part of their
heritage. This book relates a very different history of the
origins of the Tiandihui. Using Qing dynasty archives that
were made available in both Beijing and Taipei during
the last decades, the author shows that the Tiandihui
was founded not as a political movement but as a mutual
aid brotherhood in 1761, a century after the date given
by traditional historiography. She contends that histories
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depicting Ming loyalism as the raison d'etre of the
Tiandihui are based on internally generated sources and,
in part, on the "Xi Lu Legend," a creation myth that tells
of monks from the Shaolin Monastery aiding the emperor
in fighting the Xi Lu barbarians. Because of its
importance to the theories of Ming loyalist scholars and
its impact on Tiandihui historiography as a whole, the
author thoroughly investigates the legend, revealing it to
be the product of later - not founding - generations of
Tiandihui members and a tale with an evolution of its
own. The seven extant versions of the legend itself
appear in English translation as an appendix. This book
thus accomplishes three things: it reviews and analyzes
the extensive Tiandihui literature; it makes available to
Western scholars information from archival materials
heretofore seen only by a few Chinese specialists; and it
firmly establishes an authoritative chronology of the
Tiandihui's early history.
In this comprehensive study of the rhetoric, narrative
patterns, and intellectual content of the Zuozhuan and
Guoyu, David Schaberg reads these two collections of
historical anecdotes as traces of a historiographical
practice that flourished around the fourth century BCE
among the followers of Confucius. He contends that the
coherent view of early China found in these texts is an
effect of their origins and the habits of reading they
impose. Rather than being totally accurate accounts,
they represent the efforts of a group of officials and
ministers to argue for a moralizing interpretation of the
events of early Chinese history and for their own value
as skilled interpreters of events and advisers to the rulers
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of the day.
Zuo Tradition (Zuozhuan; sometimes called The Zuo
Commentary) is Chinas first great work of history. It
consists of two interwoven texts - the Spring and Autumn
Annals (Chunqiu, a terse annalistic record) and a vast
web of narratives and speeches that add context and
interpretation to the Annals. Completed by about 300
BCE, it is the longest and one of the most difficult texts
surviving from pre-imperial times. It has been as
important to the foundation and preservation of Chinese
culture as the historical books of the Hebrew Bible have
been to the Jewish and Christian traditions. It has
shaped notions of history, justice, and the significance of
human action in the Chinese tradition perhaps more so
than any comparable work of Latin or Greek
historiography has done to Western civilization. This
translation, accompanied by the original text, an
introduction, and annotations, will finally make Zuozhuan
accessible to all.
Winner of the 2009 Society for American Archaeology
Book Award Chinese Society in the Age of Confucius is
based on the most up-to-date archaeological
discoveries. It introduces new data, as well as new ways
to think about them - modes of analysis that, while
familiar to archaeological practitioners in the West and in
Japan, are herein applied to evidence from the Chinese
Bronze Age for the first time. The treatment of social
stratification, clan and lineage organisation, as well as
gender and ethnic differences will be of interest to those
involved in the general or comparative analysis of grand
themes in the Social Sciences.
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The purpose of the Special Issue “Quantitative Methods
in Economics and Finance” of the journal Risks was to
provide a collection of papers that reflect the latest
research and problems of pricing complex derivates,
simulation pricing, analysis of financial markets, and
volatility of exchange rates in the international context.
This book can be used as a reference for academicians
and researchers who would like to discuss and introduce
new developments in the field of quantitative methods in
economics and finance and explore applications of
quantitative methods in other business areas.
This volume of the Biographical Dictionary of Chinese
Women completes the four-volume project and contains
more than 400 biographies of women active in the Tang
through Ming dynasties (618-1644). Many of the entries
are the result of original research and will form the only
substantial information on women available in English.
The volume includes a Guide to Chinese Words Used, a
Chronology of Dynasties and Major Rulers, a Finding List
by Background or Fields of Endeavor, and a Glossary of
Chinese Names.
The two-volume set (LNCS 6728 and 6729) constitutes
the refereed proceedings of the International Conference
on Swarm Intelligence, ICSI 2011, held in Chongqing,
China, in June 2011. The 143 revised full papers
presented were carefully reviewed and selected from
298 submissions. The papers are organized in topical
sections on theoretical analysis of swarm intelligence
algorithms, particle swarm optimization, applications of
pso algorithms, ant colony optimization algorithms, bee
colony algorithms, novel swarm-based optimization
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algorithms, artificial immune system, differential
evolution, neural networks, genetic algorithms,
evolutionary computation, fuzzy methods, and hybrid
algorithms - for part I. Topics addressed in part II are
such as multi-objective optimization algorithms, multirobot, swarm-robot, and multi-agent systems, data
mining methods, machine learning methods, feature
selection algorithms, pattern recognition methods,
intelligent control, other optimization algorithms and
applications, data fusion and swarm intelligence, as well
as fish school search - foundations and applications.
City Voices is the first showcase of postwar Hong Kong
literature originating in English. Fiction, poetry, essays
and memoirs from more than 70 authors are featured to
demonstrate 'the rich variety and vitality of the city's
literary production'. Together with work from established
authors, both bilingual writers who choose to write in
English and expatriate authors who have made Hong
Kong their home, a section of 'New Voices' introduces
the work of unknown and young writers who are part of
today's surge of new creativity.
This book analyses the origins of security dilemmas in
the South China Sea (SCS) and the significance of
China’s actions in asserting its claim from the
perspective of defensive realist theory. In its analysis, the
book argues that security dilemmas in the SCS first
arose between China and other SCS claimants, and then
between China and the United States. Research in this
book provides significant support to the defensive realist
theory vis-à-vis offensive realism. It encourages adopting
a reassurance policy to reach a peaceful resolution to
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the SCS disputes between China, the other claimants,
and the United States. The book will be useful for
policymakers, academics, researchers and students.
This trilingual dictionary offers several features: a guide
to using the system, a history of its origins and an
alphabetical pinyin index.
This interdisciplinary study explores Western
assumptions about the relationship between romantic
love and sex.
China’s transformation from a poor and underdeveloped
country into a global market power has profoundly
altered its socioeconomic power relations with the other
countries in the Greater China region, namely, Taiwan
and Hong Kong. Indeed, this economic shift has resulted
in the massive flow of capital and people from Taiwan as
well as Hong Kong to China, to seek business
opportunities and new lifestyles. These flows have in turn
completely transformed longstanding borderlines in the
region. This book examines the transformation of Taiwan
and Hong Kong’s socioeconomic relationships with
China as their economies have become more deeply
integrated into Greater China. Across three key sections,
it explores the impact of increasing social interaction and
the shrinking of existing borderlines to ask whether these
changes will bring about a convergence of identity
among the people involved. "Production" examines how
investments from Taiwan and Hong Kong to China have
transformed production networks; "Community" explores
the impact of cross-boundary mobility and the integration
of migrants into Chinese communities; and finally,
"Identity" engages with what is one of the most important
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issues in contemporary Taiwanese society. Border
Crossing in Greater China contributes not only to
theoretical debates on border crossing issues, but also
provides valuable insights on the practical concerns
regarding social and political integration and tensions in
the region. As such, it will be of great interest to students
and scholars of Taiwan studies, Chinese studies,
Chinese society and Chinese economics.
This collection examines corruption and abuses of power
in China from the end of the imperial period to the
present. The interdisciplinary group of contributors
examines how the Chinese Communist Party has
adapted to economic and social changes while
continuing to control the law, state, and mass media.
"Elegant Debts uses an unprecedented quantity of
primary sources for the writer and painter Wen
Zhengming's life and work. It looks at the ways in which
social obligation and gift exchange were central to
personal and individual identity in the Ming period. It also
examines Wen's family relationships, his friends,
mentors, and pupils, his sense of a distinct local identity,
and the interplay of national and regional politics with the
achievements of his long life. It uses the insights of a
range of scholarship - art history, social and literary
history, and anthropology - to show how "self" was
constructed in Ming China. In so doing, it makes a major
contribution towards a more diverse art history that is
less dependent on European conceptions of artists and
their work."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field
provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights
Reserved
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Secret training manuals, magic swords, and flying
kung fu masters—these are staples of Chinese
martial arts movies and novels, but only secret
manuals have a basis in reality. Chinese martial arts
masters of the past did indeed write such works,
along with manuals for the general public. This
collection introduces Western readers to the rich and
diverse tradition of these influential texts, rarely
available to the English-speaking reader. Authors
Brian Kennedy and Elizabeth Guo, who coauthor a
regular column for Classical Fighting Arts magazine,
showcase illustrated manuals from the Ming
Dynasty, the Qing Dynasty, and the Republican
period. Aimed at fans, students, and practitioners,
the book explains the principles, techniques, and
forms of each system while also placing them in the
wider cultural context of Chinese martial arts.
Individual chapters cover the history of the manuals,
Taiwanese martial arts, the lives and livelihoods of
the masters, the Imperial military exams, the
significance of the Shaolin Temple, and more.
Featuring a wealth of rare photographs of great
masters as well as original drawings depicting the
intended forms of each discipline, this book offers a
multifaceted portrait of Chinese martial arts and their
place in Chinese culture.
This ambitious work focuses on the world of Chinese
thought during the two and a half centuries directly
preceding and partly overlapping the time of
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Confucius. Ideas developed by Chunqiu statesmen
and thinkers formed the intellectual milieu of
Confucius and his disciples and contributed directly
to the intellectual flowering of the Zhanguo (Warring
States) era (453-221 B.C.E.), the formative period of
the Chinese intellectual tradition. This study is the
first attempt to systematically reconstruct major
intellectual trends in pre-Confucian China.
Foundations of Confucian Thought is based on an
exploration of the Zuo zhuan, the largest pre-imperial
historical text. Relying on meticulous textual and
linguistic analysis, Yuri Pines argues that hundreds
of the speeches of Chunqiu statesmen recorded in
the Zuo zhuan were not invented by the compiler of
the treatise but reproduced from earlier sources,
thus making it an authentic reflection of the Chunqiu
intellectual tradition. By tracing changes in ideas and
concepts throughout the Chunqiu period, Pines
reconstructs the dynamics of contemporary political
and ethical discourse, distilling major intellectual
impulses that Chunqiu thinkers bequeathed to their
Zhanguo descendants.
For more than two thousand years, Confucius has
been an inseparable part of China's history. Yet
despite this fame,Confucius the man has been
elusive. Now, in The Authentic Confucius, Annping
Chin has worked through the most reliable Chinese
texts in her quest to sort out what is really known
about Confucius from the reconstructions and the
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guesswork that muddled his memory. Chin skillfully
illuminates the political and social climate in which
Confucius lived. She explains how Confucius made
the transition from court advisor to wanderer, and
how he reluctantly became a professional teacher as
he refined his judgment of human character and
composed his vision of a moral political order. The
result is an absorbing and original book that shows
how Confucius lived and thought: his habits and
inclinations, his relation to the people of the time, his
work as a teacher and as a counselor, his worries
about the world and the generations to come. In this
book, Chin brings the historical Confucius within our
reach, so that he can lead us into his idea of the
moral and to his teachings on family and politics,
culture and learning. The Authentic Confucius is a
masterful account of the life and intellectual
development of a thinker whose presence remains a
powerful force today.
A fun foray of escapism grounded in sound science,
Becoming Batman provides the background for
attaining the realizable—though extreme—level of
human performance that would allow you to be a
superhero.
This open access book explores the historical,
cultural and philosophical contexts that have made
anti-poverty the core of Chinese society since
Liberation in 1949, and why poverty alleviation
measures evolved from the simplistic aid of the
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1950s to Xi Jinping’s precision poverty alleviation
and its goal of eliminating absolute poverty by 2020.
The book also addresses the implications of China’s
experience for other developing nations tackling not
only poverty but such issues as pandemics, rampant
urbanization and desertification exacerbated by
global warming. The first of three parts draws upon
interviews of rural and urban Chinese from diverse
backgrounds and local and national leaders. These
interviews, conducted in even the remotest areas of
the country, offer candid insights into the challenges
that have forced China to continually evolve its
programs to resolve even the most intractable cases
of poverty. The second part explores the historic,
cultural and philosophical roots of old China’s
meritocratic government and how its ancient
Chinese ethics have led to modern Chinese
socialism’s stance that “poverty amidst plenty is
immoral”. Dr. Huang Chengwei, one of China’s
foremost anti-poverty experts, explains the
challenges faced at each stage as China’s antipoverty measures evolved over 70 years to
emphasize “enablement” over “aid” and to foster
bottom-up initiative and entrepreneurialism,
culminating in Xi Jinping’s precision poverty
alleviation. The book also addresses why national
economic development alone cannot reduce poverty;
poverty alleviation programs must be peoplecentered, with measurable and accountable
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practices that reach even to household level, which
China has done with its “First Secretary” program.
The third part explores the potential for adopting
China’s practices in other nations, including the
potential for replicating China’s successes in
developing countries through such measures as the
Belt and Road Initiative. This book also addresses
prevalent misperceptions about China’s growing
global presence and why other developing nations
must address historic, systemic causes of poverty
and inequity before they can undertake sustainable
poverty alleviation measures of their own.
This volume of the Biographical Dictionary of
Chinese Women completes the four-volume project
and contains more than 400 biographies of women
active in the Tang through Ming dynasties
(618-1644). Many of the entries are the result of
original research and provide the only substantial
information on women available in English. Of note
is the inclusion of a large number of women who
reached positions of authority during this period as
well as women artists and writers, especially poets,
during this period of increased female literacy and
more liberal social attitudes to women's cultural
roles. Wherever possible, entries incorporate
translations of poems and sometimes prose works
so as to let the women speak for themselves. The
book also includes a multitude of entertainers and
actresses. The volume includes a Guide to Chinese
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Words Used, a Chronology of Dynasties and Major
Rulers, a Finding List by Background or Fields of
Endeavor, and a Glossary of Chinese Names. It will
prove to be a useful tool for research and teaching.
This is a volume about the life and power of ritual
objects in their religious ritual settings. In this Special
Issue, we see a wide range of contributions on
material culture and ritual practices across religions.
By focusing on the dynamic interrelations between
objects, ritual, and belief, it explores how religion
happens through symbolic materiality. The ritual
objects presented in this volume include: masks
worn in the Dogon dance; antique ecclesiastical
silver objects carried around in festive processions
and shown in shrines in the southern Andes;
funerary photographs and films functioning as
mnemonic objects for grieving children; a dented
rock surface perceived to be the god’s footprint in
the archaic place of pilgrimage, Gaya (India); a
recovered manual of rituals (from Xiapu county) for
Mani, the founder of Manichaeism, juxtaposed to a
Manichaean painting from southern China; sacred
stories and related sacred stones in the Alor–Pantar
archipelago, Indonesia; lotus symbolism, indicating
immortalizing plants in the mythic traditions of Egypt,
the Levant, and Mesopotamia; lavishly illustrated
variations of portrayals of Ravana, a Sinhalese godking-demon; figurines made of cow dung sculptured
by rural women in Rajasthan (India); and mythical
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artifacts called ‘Apples of Eden’ in a well-known
interactive game series.
A compilation of current biographical information of
general interest.
Nanomaterials from Clay Minerals: A New Approach
to Green Functional Materials details the structure,
properties and modification of natural nanoscale clay
minerals and their application as the green
constituent of functional materials. Natural
nanomaterials from clay minerals have diverse
morphologies, from 1D to 3D, including nanorods,
nanofibers, nanotubes, nanosheets and nanopores.
These structures show excellent adsorption,
reinforcing, supporter, electronic, catalytic and
biocompatible properties and are great as
sustainable alternatives for toxic or expensive
artificial materials. This book provides systematic
coverage of clay nanomaterials as eco-friendly
resources, emphasizing the importance of such
materials in a range of industries, including
biomedicine, energy and electronics. This book will
provide an important reference for materials
scientists and engineers who have an interest in
sustainable material development. Presents
systematic coverage of a broad range of
nanomaterials from clay minerals, including
Kaolinite, Smectite and Halloysite Depicts use cases
for each mineral in a variety of applications, such as
drug delivery, agriculture, and in the reinforcement of
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polymer materials Provides an overview on the
advantages and limitations of nanomaterials from
clay minerals, as well as chapters on the future
potential of such materials
Explores the rewriting of early Chinese texts in the
wake of new archaeological evidence.
In Iron & Silk, Mark Salzman captures post-cultural
revolution China through his adventures as a young
American English teacher in China and his shifu-tudi
(master-student) relationship with China's foremost
martial arts teacher.
????????????????????????
Romantic Love and Sexual BehaviorPerspectives
from the Social SciencesGreenwood Publishing
Group
After Confucius is a collection of eight studies of
Chinese philosophy from the time of Confucius to the
formation of the empire in the second and third
centuries B.C.E. As detailed in a masterful
introduction, each essay serves as a concrete
example of “thick description”—an approach
invented by philosopher Gilbert Ryle—which aims to
reveal the logic that informs an observable exchange
among members of a community or society. To
grasp the significance of such exchanges, it is
necessary to investigate the networks of meaning on
which they rely. Paul R. Goldin argues that the
character of ancient Chinese philosophy can be
appreciated only if we recognize the cultural codes
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underlying the circulation of ideas in that world. Thick
description is the best preliminary method to
determine how Chinese thinkers conceived of their
own enterprise. Who were the ancient Chinese
philosophers? What was their intended audience?
What were they arguing about? How did they
respond to earlier thinkers, and to each other? Why
did those in power wish to hear from them, and what
did they claim to offer in return for patronage? Goldin
addresses these questions as he looks at several
topics, including rhetorical conventions of Chinese
philosophical literature; the value of recently
excavated manuscripts for the interpretation of the
more familiar, received literature; and the duty of
translators to convey the world of concerns of the
original texts. Each of the cases investigated in this
wide-ranging volume exemplifies the central
conviction behind Goldin’s plea for thick description:
We do not do justice to classical Chinese philosophy
unless we engage squarely the complex and ancient
culture that engendered it. An electronic version of
this book is freely available thanks to the support of
libraries working with Knowledge Unlatched, a
collaborative initiative designed to make high-quality
books open access for the public good. The openaccess version of this book is licensed under
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercialNoDerivatives 4.0 International (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0),
which means that the work may be freely
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downloaded and shared for non-commercial
purposes, provided credit is given to the author.
Derivative works and commercial uses require
permission from the publisher.
Chinese in America endured abuse and discrimination in
the late nineteenth century, but they had a leader and a
fighter in Wong Chin Foo (1847–1898), whose story is a
forgotten chapter in the struggle for equal rights in
America. The first to use the term “Chinese American,”
Wong defended his compatriots against malicious
scapegoating and urged them to become Americanized
to win their rights. A trailblazer and a born showman who
proclaimed himself China’s first Confucian missionary to
the United States, he founded America’s first
association of Chinese voters and testified before
Congress to get laws that denied them citizenship
repealed. Wong challenged Americans to live up to the
principles they freely espoused but failed to apply to the
Chinese in their midst. This evocative biography is the
first book-length account of the life and times of one of
America’s most famous Chinese—and one of its earliest
campaigners for racial equality.
This book constitutes the post-conference proceedings
of the 4th International Conference on Machine Learning,
Optimization, and Data Science, LOD 2018, held in
Volterra, Italy, in September 2018.The 46 full papers
presented were carefully reviewed and selected from
126 submissions. The papers cover topics in the field of
machine learning, artificial intelligence, reinforcement
learning, computational optimization and data science
presenting a substantial array of ideas, technologies,
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algorithms, methods and applications.
This is the first full-length scholarly study of the Chinese
'core' leader and his role in the Chinese Communist
Party's elite politics.
This book examines the development of Chinese
childrens literature from the late Qing to early Republican
era. It highlights the transnational flows of knowledge,
texts, and cultures during a time when childrens literature
in China and the West was developing rapidly. Drawing
from a rich archive of periodicals, novels, tracts, primers,
and textbooks, the author analyzes how Chinese
childrens literature published by Protestant missionaries
and Chinese educators in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries presented varying notions of
childhood. In this period of dramatic transition from the
dynastic Qing empire to the new Republican China,
young readers were offered different models of
childhood, some of which challenged dominant
Confucian ideas of what it meant to be a child. This
volume sheds new light on a little-explored aspect of
Chinese literary history. Through its contributions to the
fields of childrens literature, book history, missionary
history, and translation studies, it enhances our
understanding of the negotiations between Chinese and
Western cultures that shaped the publication and
reception of Chinese texts for children.
This is the first English-language book on the philosophy
of Ji Kang. Moreover, it offers the first systematic
treatment of his philosophy, thus filling a significant gap
in English-language scholarship on early medieval
Chinese literature and philosophy. David Chai brings to
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light Ji Kang’s Neo-Daoist heritage and explores the
themes in his writings that were derived from classical
Daoism, most notably the need for humanity to return to
a more harmonious co-existence with Nature to further
our own self-understanding. His analysis is unique in that
it balances translation and annotation with expositing the
creative philosophizing of Neo-Daoism. Chai analyzes
the entirety of Ji Kang’s essays, exploring his
philosophical reflections on music, aesthetics, ethics, selfcultivation, and fate. Reading Ji Kang/s Essays will be of
interest to scholars and students of Chinese philosophy
and literature. It offers the first comprehensive
philosophical examination of a heretofore neglected
figure in Neo-Daoism.
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