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After reading Christmas Carol, the notoriously reculsive Thomas Carlyle was "seized with a
perfect convulsion of hospitality" and threw not one but two Christmas dinner parties. The
impact of the story may not always have been so dramatic but, along with Dickens other
Christmas writings, it has had a lasting and significant influence upon our ideas about the
Christmas spirit, and about the season as a time for celebration, charity, and memory.
.0000000000Gabriel Oak is only one of three suitors for the hand of the beautiful and spirited
Bathsheba Everdene. He must compete with the dashing young soldier Sergeant Troy and
respectable, middle-aged Farmer Boldwood. And while their fates depend upon the choice
Bathsheba makes, she discovers the terrible consequences of an inconstant heart. Far from
the Madding Crowd was the first of Hardy's novels to give the name of Wessex to the
landscape of south-west England, and is set against the backdrop of the unchanging natural
cycle of the year, the story both upholds and questions rural values with a startlingly modern
sensibility.Illustrated by Helen Allingham, with an Afterword by David Stuart Davies.
In what is one of the finest autobiographies to come out of the First World War, the
distinguished poet Edmund Blunden records his experiences as an infantry subaltern in France
and Flanders. Blunden took part in the disastrous battles of the Somme, Ypres and
Passchendaele, describing the latter as 'murder, not only to the troops, but to their singing
faiths and hopes'. In his compassionate yet unsentimental prose, he tells of the heroism and
despair found among the officers. Blunden's poems show how he found hope in the natural
landscape; the only thing that survives the terrible betrayal enacted in the Flanders fields.
Far From The Madding Crowd
Hardy's two versions of a strange story set in the weird landscape of Portland. The central
figure is a man obsessed both with the search for his ideal woman and with sculpting the
perfect figure of Aphrodite.
'. . . the past was yesterday; the future, tomorrow; never, the next day' It's the 1870s and
Bathsheba Everdene is a woman ahead of her time. Within the confines of rural English
society, her independence and impulsive nature quickly land her at the heart of a web of love
and lies. Three very different men hope to claim her. But Bathsheba is fickle. And as she
forges her own path through the politics of love and marriage, disaster follows in her wake.
FAR FROM THE MADDING CROWD is a tale of loyalty, obsession and tragedy from a
storytelling master. Soon to be a film starring Carey Mulligan, Michael Sheen and Tom
Sturridge.
"A new selection from the national epic of India. Originally composed in Sanskrit sometime
between 400 BC and 400 AD, The Mahabharata--with one hundred thousand stanzas of
verse--is one of the longest poems in existence. At the heart of the saga is a conflict between
two branches of a royal family whose feud culminates in a titanic eighteen-day battle. Exploring
such timeless subjects as dharma (duty), artha (purpose), and kama (pleasure) in a mythic
world of warfare, magic, and beauty, this is a magnificent and legendary Hindu text of immense
importance to the culture of the Indian subcontinent."--Publisher's description.
Far from the Madding Crowd (Czech edition)
Far from the Madding CrowdPenguin UK
Love, and the erratic heart, are at the centre of Hardy's 'woodland story'. The romantic
entanglements of Giles Winterborne, Grace Melbury, the dissolute Edred Fitzpiers and the
wealthy Felice Charmond are bound up with issues of class and social status as they make
their marital choices. This is the only critical edition of the novel, based on the manuscript and
incorporating Hardy's later revisions.
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In Far From the Madding Crowd, which is perhaps Thomas Hardy’s most popular novel, we
leave Gabriel Oak and Bathsheba Everdene newly-married. Now, many years on,
Bathsheba’s husband and three almost grown-up children have superseded the three diverse
suitors of her youth. Bathsheba’s caprice and wilfulness has been replaced with the trials and
tribulations of family life. All three children reject the careers chosen for them by their parents
to become evermore cosmopolitan in their lives and outlook. As the children mature and make
fewer demands on her time, Bathsheba becomes involved with Gabriel’s mission to improve
the working and living conditions of agricultural labourers. She strives against prejudice to form
a women’s movement to uphold and promote the rights of Union members’ wives. But as
Industrialisation filters slowly into Hardy’s Victorian rural scenes, the Oak family find Wessex
life is changing forever. Is this change for the better?
Here you will find the complete novels of Thomas Hardy in the chronological order of their
original publication. - Desperate Remedies - Under the Greenwood Tree - A Pair of Blue Eyes Far from the Madding Crowd - The Hand of Ethelberta - The Return of the Native - The
Trumpet-Major - A Laodicean: a Story of To-day - Two on a Tower - The Romantic Adventures
of a Milkmaid - The Mayor of Casterbridge - The Woodlanders - Tess of the d'Urbervilles Life's Little Ironies - Jude the Obscure Includes Bonus two short stories - The Great English
Short-Story Writers, Vol. 1 - The Three Strangers
When Farmer Oak smiled, the corners of his mouth spread till they were within an unimportant
distance of his ears, his eyes were reduced to chinks, and diverging wrinkles appeared round
them, extending upon his countenance like the rays in a rudimentary sketch of the rising sun.
His Christian name was Gabriel, and on working days he was a young man of sound judgment,
easy motions, proper dress, and general good character. On Sundays he was a man of misty
views, rather given to postponing, and hampered by his best clothes and umbrella: upon the
whole, one who felt himself to occupy morally that vast middle space of Laodicean neutrality
which lay between the Communion people of the parish and the drunken section,--that is, he
went to church, but yawned privately by the time the congregation reached the Nicene creed,
and thought of what there would be for dinner when he meant to be listening to the sermon. Or,
to state his character as it stood in the scale of public opinion, when his friends and critics were
in tantrums, he was considered rather a bad man; when they were pleased, he was rather a
good man; when they were neither, he was a man whose moral colour was a kind of pepperandsalt mixture. Since he lived six times as many working-days as Sundays, Oak's
appearance in his old clothes was most peculiarly his own--the mental picture formed by his
neighbours in imagining him being always dressed in that way. He wore a low-crowned felt hat,
spread out at the base by tight jamming upon the head for security in high winds, and a coat
like Dr. Johnson's; his lower extremities being encased in ordinary leather leggings and boots
emphatically large, affording to each foot a roomy apartment so constructed that any wearer
might stand in a river all day long and know nothing of damp--their maker being a
conscientious man who endeavoured to compensate for any weakness in his cut by unstinted
dimension and solidity.
Far from the Madding Crowd (1874) is Thomas Hardy's fourth novel and his first major literary
success. It originally appeared anonymously as a monthly serial in Cornhill Magazine, where it
gained a wide readership.The novel is the first to be set in Hardy's fictional county of Wessex
in rural south west England. It deals in themes of love, honour and betrayal, against a
backdrop of the seemingly idyllic, but often harsh, realities of a farming community in Victorian
England. It describes the farmer Bathsheba Everdene, her life and relationships - especially
with her lonely neighbour William Boldwood, the faithful shepherd Gabriel Oak, and the
thriftless soldier Sergeant Troy.On publication, critical notices were plentiful and mostly
positive. Hardy revised the text extensively for the 1895 edition and made further changes for
the 1901 edition.Plot:Gabriel Oak is a young shepherd. With the savings of a frugal life, and a
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loan, he has leased and stocked a sheep farm. He falls in love with a newcomer six years his
junior, Bathsheba Everdene, a proud beauty who arrives to live with her aunt, Mrs. Hurst. Over
time, Bathsheba and Gabriel grow to like each other well enough, and Bathsheba even saves
his life once. However, when he makes her an unadorned offer of marriage, she refuses; she
values her independence too much, and him too little. Feeling betrayed and embarrassed,
Gabriel offers blunt protestations that only foster her haughtiness. After a few days, she moves
to Weatherbury, a village some miles off.When next they meet, their circumstances have
changed drastically. An inexperienced new sheepdog drives Gabriel's flock over a cliff, ruining
him. After selling off everything of value, he manages to settle all his debts but emerges
penniless. He seeks employment at a hiring fair in the town of Casterbridge. When he finds
none, he heads to another such fair in Shottsford, a town about ten miles from Weatherbury.
On the way, he happens upon a dangerous fire on a farm and leads the bystanders in putting it
out. When the veiled owner comes to thank him, he asks if she needs a shepherd. She
uncovers her face and reveals herself to be none other than Bathsheba. She has recently
inherited her uncle's estate and is now wealthy. Though somewhat uncomfortable, she
employs him....Thomas Hardy, OM (2 June 1840 - 11 January 1928) was an English novelist
and poet. AVictorian realist in the tradition of George Eliot, he was influenced both in his novels
and in his poetry by Romanticism, especially William Wordsworth. He was highly critical of
much in Victorian society, though Hardy focused more on a declining rural society.While Hardy
wrote poetry throughout his life and regarded himself primarily as a poet, his first collection was
not published until 1898. Initially, therefore, he gained fame as the author of such novels as
Far from the Madding Crowd (1874), The Mayor of Casterbridge (1886), Tess of the
d'Urbervilles (1891), and Jude the Obscure (1895). During his lifetime, Hardy's poetry was
acclaimed by younger poets (particularly the Georgians) who viewed him as a mentor. After his
death his poems were lauded by Ezra Pound, W. H. Auden and Philip Larkin.Many of his
novels concern tragic characters struggling against their passions and social circumstances,
and they are often set in the semi-fictional region of Wessex; initially based on the medieval
Anglo-Saxon kingdom, Hardy's Wessex eventually came to include the counties of Dorset,
Wiltshire, Somerset, Devon, Hampshire and much of Berkshire, in southwest and south central
England. Two of his novels, Tess of the d'Urbervilles and Far from the Madding Crowd, were
listed in the top 50 on the BBC's survey The Big Read.

Penguin Readers is an ELT graded reader series. Please note that the eBook edition
does NOT include access to the audio edition and digital book. Written for learners of
English as a foreign language, each title includes carefully adapted text, new
illustrations and language learning exercises. Titles include popular classics, exciting
contemporary fiction, and thought-provoking non-fiction, introducing language learners
to bestselling authors and compelling content. The eight levels of Penguin Readers
follow the Common European Framework of Reference for language learning (CEFR).
Exercises at the back of each Reader help language learners to practise grammar,
vocabulary, and key exam skills. Before, during and after-reading questions test
readers' story comprehension and develop vocabulary. Far from the Madding Crowd, a
Level 5 Reader, is B1 in the CEFR framework. The text is made up of sentences with
up to four clauses, introducing present perfect continuous, past perfect, reported
speech and second conditional. It is well supported by illustrations, which appear
regularly. Bathsheba Everdene is young and beautiful. She has her own farm and she
likes to do things her way. Three men are in love with her - a poor shepherd, a rich
farmer and a soldier. Which man will she choose, and will he be the right one for her?
Visit the Penguin Readers website Register to access online resources including tests,
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worksheets and answer keys. Exclusively with the print edition, readers can unlock a
digital book and audio edition (not available with the eBook).
Classic edition of Thomas Hardy's impassioned novel of courtship in rural life. In
Thomas Hardy's first major literary success, independent and spirited Bathsheba
Everdene has come to Weatherbury to take up her position as a farmer on the largest
estate in the area. Her bold presence draws three very different suitors: the gentlemanfarmer Boldwood, the soldier-seducer Sergeant Troy, and the devoted shepherd
Gabriel Oak. Each, in contrasting ways, unsettles her decisions and complicates her
life, and tragedy ensues, threatening the stability of the whole community. One of his
first works set in the semi-fictional region of Wessex, Hardy's novel of swift passion and
slow courtship is imbued with his evocative descriptions of rural life and landscapes,
and with unflinching honesty about sexual relationships. This edition, based on Hardy's
original 1874 manuscript, is the complete novel he never saw published, and restores
its full candor and innovation. Rosemarie Morgan's introduction discusses the history of
its publication, as well as the biblical and classical allusions that permeate the novel.
Far from the Madding Crowd, were listed in the top 50 on the BBC's survey The Big
Read.
In Desperate Remedies a young woman, Cytherea Graye, is forced by poverty to
accept a post as lady's maid to the eccentric Miss Aldclyffe, the woman whom her
father had loved but had been unable to marry. Cytherea loves a young architect,
Edward Springrove, but Miss Adclyffe's machinations, the discovery that Edward is
already engaged to a woman whom he does not love, and the urgent need to support a
sick brother drive Cytherea to accept the hand of Aeneas Manston, Miss Aldclyffe's
illegitimate son, whose first wife is believed to have perished in a fire; however, their
marriage is almost immediately nullified when it emerges that his first wife had left the
inn before it caught fire. Manston's wife, apparently, returns to live with him, but
Cytherea, her brother, the local rector, and Edward come to suspect that the woman
claiming to be Mrs. Manston is an impostor.
"Thomas Hardy's impassioned novel of courtship in rural life In Thomas Hardy's first
major literary success, independent and spirited Bathsheba Everdene has come to
Weatherbury to take up her position as a farmer on the largest estate in the area. Her
bold presence draws three very different suitors: the gentleman-farmer Boldwood, the
soldier-seducer Sergeant Troy, and the devoted shepherd Gabriel Oak. Each, in
contrasting ways, unsettles her decisions and complicates her life, and tragedy ensues,
threatening the stability of the whole community. One of his first works set in the semifictional region of Wessex, Hardy's novel of swift passion and slow courtship is imbued
with his evocative descriptions of rural life and landscapes, and with unflinching honesty
about sexual relationships."
'I shall do one thing in this life. That is love you, long for you and keep wanting you...till I
die.' Having inherited her father's farm, the spirited and feisty young Bathsheba
Everdene finds herself playing mistress in a man's world. She is pursued by three
would-be lovers: the constant shepard, Gabriel Oak; the obsessive landowner, William
Boldwood; and the reckless Sergeant Troy. But are any of them a match for the
headstrong and independent Bathsheba? Mark Healy's adaptation of Far from the
Maddening Crowd brings to life one of Thomas Hardy's most popular and enduring
novels. It was first staged by English Touring Theatre around the UK.
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Far from the Madding Crowd (Persian edition)
A level 5 Oxford Bookworms Library graded reader. This version includes an audio
book: listen to the story as you read. Retold for Learners of English by Clare West.
Bathsheba Everdene is young, proud, and beautiful. She is an independent woman and
can marry any man she chooses – if she chooses. In fact, she likes her independence,
and she likes fighting her own battles in a man’s world. But it is never wise to ignore
the power of love. There are three men who would very much like to marry Bathsheba.
When she falls in love with one of them, she soon wishes she had kept her
independence. She learns that love brings misery, pain, and violent passions that can
destroy lives . . .
Hardy's classic novel follows Bathsheba Everdene, a young woman with plenty of men trying to
marry her. But she has a small problem: she doesn't love them. It's the story of love and
scandal just as relevant today as it was over a hundred years ago. Far from the Madding
Crowd has long been considered one of Hardy's most successful and thematic works. This
edition is annotated with a short biography about the life and times of Thomas Hardy. It also
includes a plot summary.
This edition of Michael Wood's groundbreaking first book explores the fascinating and
mysterious centuries between the Romans and the Norman Conquest of 1066. In Search of
the Dark Ages vividly conjures up some of the most famous names in British history, such as
Queen Boadicea, leader of a terrible war of resistance against the Romans, and King Arthur,
the 'once and future king', for whose riddle Wood proposes a new and surprising solution. Here
too, warts and all, are the Saxon, Viking and Norman kings who laid the political foundations of
England - Offa of Mercia, Alfred the Great, Athelstan, and William the Conqueror, whose
victory at Hastings in 1066 marked the end of Anglo-Saxon England. Reflecting recent
historical, textual and archaeological research, this revised edition of Michael Wood's classic
book overturns preconceptions of the Dark Ages as a shadowy and brutal era, showing them
to be a richly exciting and formative period in the history of Britain. 'With In Search of the Dark
Ages, Michael Wood wrote the book for history on TV.' The Times 'Michael Wood is the maker
of some of the best TV documentaries ever made on history and archaeology.' Times Literary
Supplement
"The drab existence of people made vivid with the love of Gabriel and
Bathsheba."--Arbookfind.com.
This important book gathers a set of influential international contributors with psychoanalytic
and group analytic knowledge to provide a wide-ranging critical analysis of the present state of
Europe. Europe is facing huge challenges: waves of immigrants are reshaping its identity and
testing its tolerance; Brexit is a destabilizing factor and its outcomes are not yet clear;
economic crises continue to threaten; the resurgence of nationalism is threatening an openborders one-continent ideology. This book tackles some of these challenges. Divided into two
parts, the first analyses the current social, political, cultural and economic trends in Europe
using psychoanalytic and group analytic concepts, while the second concentrates on existing
applications of psychoanalytic and group analytic concepts to help manage national and
international change in individual countries as well as on the continent as a whole, including
groups for German, Ukrainian and Russian participants; groups organised in Serbia in order to
overcome the recent, traumatic past; and the "Sandwich model", developed to enhance
communication in situations of conflict, trauma and blocked communication. When we feel
threatened, we cling to our in-group and its members. We want to think the same and be the
same as our neighbors, but this group illusion of homogeneity conceals the fact that we are
different. While homogeneity offers stability, it is diversity that offers freedom. This book will be
of great interest to researchers on the present state of Europe from across a range of different
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disciplines, from psychoanalysis to politics, sociology, economics and international relations.
Thomas Hardy’s first major literary success, Far from the Madding Crowd, published in 1874,
gave the name of Wessex to the landscape of south-west England, and the first to gain him
widespread popularity as a novelist. In rural Victorian England, independent and wilful
Bathsheba Everdene has come to Weatherbury to take up her position as a farmer on the
largest estate in the area. Her valiant presence draws three very different suitors- Gabriel Oak
(a generous shepherd), Boldwood (a proud, relentless Farmer) and Sergeant Troy (charming,
unethical soldier). Each, in striking ways, perturbs her decisions, entangles her life, and
tragedy emerges, threatening the stability of the whole community. Authentically portraying the
superstitions and traditions of a countryside community, ‘Far from the Madding Crowd’ shows
the speculative position of a woman in a man's world. The novel depicts the many faces of
love, including heartfelt love and unscrupulous and manipulative adoration. It portrays a deep
understanding of human sentiment and is undeniably one of Hardy's greatest love stories.
Seminar paper from the year 2017 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies Literature, grade: 1,0, University of Augsburg, language: English, abstract: Despite having
been written a few decades after the romantic period, several elements of Romanticism appear
in Hardy's novel "Far from the Madding Crowd." However, the concept of romantic love is
strongly criticized in the novel. While playing an important role in the novel and characterizing
many relationships, romantic love is always depicted in a negative light. This paper will begin
with a definition of the term Romanticism. Following the definition, the paper will deal with how
several elements of Romanticism are incorporated in the novel. The next part will examine the
concept of romantic love and how it is criticized in Far from the Madding Crowd. After a
definition of what is meant by romantic love, two different characters of the novel, who both
suffer because of their romantic love towards another person, will be focused on. Finally, the
ending of the novel, where the two protagonists are united, will be analysed and the type of
love that characterizes their relationship will be discussed.
Tells the story of Bathsheba Everdene, who must choose among three suitors in Wessex in the
1840s.

This classic tale has been formatted to make it more dyslexia-friendly, with larger text
(font size 14), larger line spacing (1.5 lines), an easy to read font (Ariel) and is also
printed on cream paper. For more on our growing collection of large print, extra large
print, and dyslexia-friendly books visit: firestonebooks.com
Thomas Hardy wrote some of the most moving and personal poems in his era and this
collection brings together the best of his verse on life and love. Hardy's poems are by
turn haunting, intense, songlike humerous and tender. From snatched lovers' meetings
to the wreck of the Titanic from the death of a Dorest drummer boy in the Boer War to
memories of his dead wife Emma, from ghosts, loss and longing to pleasure in
landscape and weather, they tell the story of one of our best-loved writers, and the
people and places that inspired him.
Edited with an Introduction and Notes by Rosemarie Morgan with Shannon Russell.
Seminar paper from the year 2017 in the subject English Language and Literature
Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0, University of Augsburg, language: English, abstract:
Despite having been written a few decades after the romantic period, several elements
of Romanticism appear in Hardy’s novel “Far from the Madding Crowd”. However, the
concept of romantic love is strongly criticized in the novel. While playing an important
role in the novel and characterizing many relationships, romantic love is always
depicted in a negative light. This paper will begin with a definition of the term
Romanticism. Following the definition, the paper will deal with how several elements of
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Romanticism are incorporated in the novel. The next part will examine the concept of
romantic love and how it is criticized in Far from the Madding Crowd. After a definition
of what is meant by romantic love, two different characters of the novel, who both suffer
because of their romantic love towards another person, will be focused on. Finally, the
ending of the novel, where the two protagonists are united, will be analysed and the
type of love that characterizes their relationship will be discussed.
Far from the Madding Crowd (Hungarian edition)
A pioneer of the Romantic movement, William Wordsworth wrote about the natural
world and human emotion with a clarity of language which revolutionized poetry. Part of
the Macmillan Collector’s Library; a series of stunning, clothbound, pocket-sized
classics with gold foiled edges and ribbon markers. These beautiful books make perfect
gifts or a treat for any book lover. This edition has an introduction by Peter Harness.
Selected Poems brings together some of Wordsworth’s most acclaimed and influential
works, including an extract from his magnus opus, The Prelude, alongside shorter
poems such as ‘I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud’, ‘To a Skylark’ and ‘Tintern Abbey’.
Wordsworth’s poems, often written at his home in Grasmere in the beautiful English
Lake District, are lyrical evocations of nature and of spirituality. They have a force and
clarity of language akin to everyday speech which was truly groundbreaking.
Far from the Madding Crowd by Thomas Hardy from Coterie Classics All Coterie
Classics have been formatted for ereaders and devices and include a bonus link to the
free audio book. “I shall do one thing in this life - one thing certain - that is, love you,
and long for you, and keep wanting you till I die.” ? Thomas Hardy, Far from the
Madding Crowd Far From the Madding Crowd is a romance novel featuring a strong,
convention defying heroine, a smart and gentle farmer, and a society in the midst of
change during the Victorian era. Recently made into an award-winning film, Far From
the Madding Crowd is a hidden gem of a novel.
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