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From Edward P. Jones comes one of the most acclaimed
novels in recent memory—winner of the Pulitzer Prize for
Fiction and the National Book Critics Circle Award for Fiction.
The Known World tells the story of Henry Townsend, a black
farmer and former slave who falls under the tutelage of
William Robbins, the most powerful man in Manchester
County, Virginia. Making certain he never circumvents the
law, Townsend runs his affairs with unusual discipline. But
when death takes him unexpectedly, his widow, Caldonia,
can't uphold the estate's order, and chaos ensues. Edward P.
Jones has woven a footnote of history into an epic that takes
an unflinching look at slavery in all its moral complexities. “A
masterpiece that deserves a place in the American literary
canon.”—Time
It is one of the least commonly known facts about the Civil
War: there were many, many free negroes living in
slaveholding states before the Emancipation Proclamation.
This monograph on that surprising reality, originally published
in 1913, draws on such firsthand documents as court records,
contemporary literature and newspaper accounts, and other
sources to create the first such portrait of this nearly forgotten
chapter of African-American history. From the various origins
of the "free negro" classes to their legal and social statusesregarding everything from their right of travel to their
relationship with their enslaved fellows-this "should supply
some of the facts upon which the history of the negro race in
the United States must be based," wrote author JOHN
HENDERSON RUSSELL (b. 1884) in his preface.
Abducted from her West African village at the age of eleven
and sold as a slave in the American South, Aminata Diallo
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thinks only of freedom - and of finding her way home
again.After escaping the plantation, torn from her husband
and child, she passes through Manhattan in the chaos of the
Revolutionary War, is shipped to Nova Scotia, and then joins
a group of freed slaves on a harrowing return odyssey to
Africa. Lawrence Hill's epic novel, winner of the
Commonwealth Writers' Prize, spans three continents and six
decades to bring to life a dark and shameful chapter in our
history through the story of one brave and resourceful
woman.
Most Americans, both black and white, believe that slavery
was a system maintained by whites to exploit blacks, but this
authoritative study reveals the extent to which African
Americans played a significant role as slave masters.
Examining South Carolina's diverse population of AfricanAmerican slaveowners, the book demonstrates that free
African Americans widely embraced slavery as a viable
economic system and that they--like their white
counterparts--exploited the labor of slaves on their farms and
in their businesses. Drawing on the federal census, wills,
mortgage bills of sale, tax returns, and newspaper
advertisements, the author reveals the nature of AfricanAmerican slaveholding, its complexity, and its rationales. He
describes how some African-American slave masters had
earned their freedom but how many others--primarily
mulattoes born of free parents--were unfamiliar with slavery's
dehumanization.
A vivid and moving history of the quarter of a million free
blacks who lived in the South before the Civil War. Copyright
© Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.
In this sensitively told tale of suffering, brutality, and
inhumanity, Worse Than Slavery is an epic history of race
and punishment in the deepest South from emancipation to
the civil rights era—and beyond. Immortalized in blues songs
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and movies like Cool Hand Luke and The Defiant Ones,
Mississippi’s infamous Parchman State Penitentiary was, in
the pre-civil rights south, synonymous with cruelty. Now,
noted historian David Oshinsky gives us the true story of the
notorious prison, drawing on police records, prison
documents, folklore, blues songs, and oral history, from the
days of cotton-field chain gangs to the 1960s, when
Parchman was used to break the wills of civil rights workers
who journeyed south on Freedom Rides.

"A remarkably fine work of creative scholarship." —C.
Vann Woodward, New York Review of Books In 1860,
when four million African Americans were enslaved, a
quarter-million others, including William Ellison, were
"free people of color." But Ellison was remarkable. Born
a slave, his experience spans the history of the South
from George Washington and Thomas Jefferson to
Robert E. Lee and Jefferson Davis. In a day when most
Americans, black and white, worked the soil, barely
scraping together a living, Ellison was a cotton-gin
maker—a master craftsman. When nearly all free blacks
were destitute, Ellison was wealthy and well-established.
He owned a large plantation and more slaves than all but
the richest white planters. While Ellison was exceptional
in many respects, the story of his life sheds light on the
collective experience of African Americans in the
antebellum South to whom he remained bound by race.
His family history emphasizes the fine line separating
freedom from slavery.
Shows that the law of freedom, not slavery, determined
the way that race developed over time in three slave
societies.
Winner of the 2015 LGBT Studies award presented by
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the Lambda Literary Foundation Scholars of US and
transatlantic slavery have largely ignored or dismissed
accusations that Black Americans were cannibalized.
Vincent Woodard takes the enslaved person’s claims of
human consumption seriously, focusing on both the
literal starvation of the slave and the tropes of
cannibalism on the part of the slaveholder, and further
draws attention to the ways in which Blacks experienced
their consumption as a fundamentally homoerotic
occurrence. The Delectable Negro explores these
connections between homoeroticism, cannibalism, and
cultures of consumption in the context of American
literature and US slave culture. Utilizing many staples of
African American literature and culture, such as the slave
narratives of OlaudahEquiano, Harriet Jacobs, and
Frederick Douglass, as well as other less circulated
materials like James L. Smith’s slave narrative, runaway
slave advertisements, and numerous articles from Black
newspapers published in the nineteenth century,
Woodard traces the racial assumptions, political
aspirations, gender codes, and philosophical frameworks
that dictated both European and white American arousal
towards Black males and hunger for Black male flesh.
Woodard uses these texts to unpack how slaves
struggled not only against social consumption, but also
against endemic mechanisms of starvation and hunger
designed to break them. He concludes with an
examination of the controversial chain gang oral sex
scene in Toni Morrison’s Beloved, suggesting that even
at the end of the twentieth and beginning of the twentyfirst century, we are still at a loss for language with which
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to describe Black male hunger within a plantation culture
of consumption.
The present study is an attempt to place in historical
perspective the relationship between early capitalism as
exemplified by Great Britain, and the Negro slave trade,
Negro slavery and the general colonial trade of the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. It is strictly an
economic study of the role of Negro slavery and the
slave trade in providing the capital which financed the
Industrial Revolution in England and of mature industrial
capitalism in destroying the slave system.
Slaves achieved a degree of economic independence,
producing food, tending cash crops, raising livestock,
manufacturing furnished goods, marketing their own
products, consuming and saving the proceeds and
bequeathing property to their descendants. The editors
of this volume contend that the legacy of slavery cannot
be understood without a full appreciation of the slaves'
economy.
Three essays present an introduction and history of the
emancipation of the slaves during the Civil War.
My objective in writing this book on slavery is to keep alive
the memory of its history in order to learn from its mistakes.
People are in denial that the rituals and ceremonies of slavery
in America from 1619 to 1865 do not have long term effects
upon people. This little book is a reality check on myself
where I have to open my eyes to see everyone taking part in
the feast of slavery as a means to a happier life. One of the
first Americans to buy a slave was an black indentured
servant Anthony Johnson. The father of black history, Carter
G. Woodson, wrote Free Negro Owners of Slaves tracking
many Mulattoes from New Orleans and other states where
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free blacks owned slaves. This lead me to the conclusion that
if slavery was legal in 2017 many black elites would
participate in it. Just look at the homicide rate we have right
now which is an antidotal case of self-hate. Many have the
stereotype view that Slavery was kick-started by the
European Catholics whose Pope gave it its blessing because
they thought blacks didn't have a soul anyway. This flies in
the face of three black Popes we have acquired in the past.
However, it was the Arab slave traders who got a head start
of almost 900 years before Europe enslaved us. It's with great
pleasure I get to take a jab at the acrobatic and gymnastic
twist of history of Louis Farrakhan's assertion that the 400
year slavery of the Jews in Egypt was an allegory of Blacks
being slaves in America. He loves to take pokes in Jewish
eyeball in order to push their buttons so he can get some
publicity and attention of selling pseudo-history. He can get in
a capsule and load up into his spaceship and blast off at any
time now as far as I'm concerned. Nobody read the memo in
1 Timothy 1:10 that talked about not being a pervert and
engaging in the Slave Trade. We all know that when it came
to economics many souls lost their Christianity and virginity
when it came to the Black woman. We know they had a
"Good Time" on that slave ship called "Jesus"; in Alliyah
words "Rocking the boat." And that's the entire point: Their
pursuit of happiness was our misery. The Black Labor and the
Black bootie was their pursuit of happiness and our grief.
Slavery reduced us to nothing so I thought it was necessary
in chapter 2 to explain our accomplishments prior to our
servitude. A very special treat is offered at the end as an
appendix of a short story/play called Reparations 101 for
Dummies. I aim to please and entertain and be educational at
all times. Slavery: The Pursuit of Happiness is in orbit to be a
controversial book to keep our eyes peeled and on alert.
Today most Americans, black and white, identify slavery with
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cotton, the deep South, and the African-American church. But
at the beginning of the nineteenth century, after almost two
hundred years of African-American life in mainland North
America, few slaves grew cotton, lived in the deep South, or
embraced Christianity. Many Thousands Gone traces the
evolution of black society from the first arrivals in the early
seventeenth century through the Revolution. In telling their
story, Ira Berlin, a leading historian of southern and AfricanAmerican life, reintegrates slaves into the history of the
American working class and into the tapestry of our nation.
Laboring as field hands on tobacco and rice plantations, as
skilled artisans in port cities, or soldiers along the frontier,
generation after generation of African Americans struggled to
create a world of their own in circumstances not of their own
making. In a panoramic view that stretches from the North to
the Chesapeake Bay and Carolina lowcountry to the
Mississippi Valley, Many Thousands Gone reveals the
diverse forms that slavery and freedom assumed before
cotton was king. We witness the transformation that occurred
as the first generations of creole slaves--who worked
alongside their owners, free blacks, and indentured
whites--gave way to the plantation generations, whose backbreaking labor was the sole engine of their society and whose
physical and linguistic isolation sustained African traditions on
American soil. As the nature of the slaves' labor changed with
place and time, so did the relationship between slave and
master, and between slave and society. In this fresh and vivid
interpretation, Berlin demonstrates that the meaning of
slavery and of race itself was continually renegotiated and
redefined, as the nation lurched toward political and
economic independence and grappled with the Enlightenment
ideals that had inspired its birth.
In 2007 English Heritage commissioned initial research into
links with transatlantic slavery or its abolition amongst families
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who owned properties now in its care. This was part of the
commitment by English Heritage to commemorate the
bicentenary of the abolition of the British transatlantic slave
trade with work that would make a real difference to our
understanding of the historic environment in the longer term.
The research findings and those of other scholars and
heritage practitioners were presented at the 'Slavery and the
British Country House' conference which brought together
academics, heritage professionals, country house owners and
community researchers from across Britain to explore how
country houses might be reconsidered in the light of their
slavery linkages and how such links have been and might be
presented to visitors. Since then the conference papers have
been updated and reworked into a cutting edge volume which
represents the most current and comprehensive
consideration of slavery and the British country house as yet
undertaken.
Free Negro Owners of Slaves in the United States in
1830Together with Absentee Ownership of Slaves in the
United States in 1830GreenwoodFree Negro Owners of
Slaves in the United States in 1830Free Negro Owners of
Slaves in the United States in 1830Together with Absentee
Ownership of Slaves in the United States in 1830Black
SlaveownersFree Black Slave Masters in South Carolina,
1790-1860McFarland
First published in 1829, Walker's Appeal called on slaves to
rise up and free themselves. The two subsequent versions of
his document (including the reprinted 1830 edition published
shortly before Walker's death) were increasingly radical.
Addressed to the whole world but directed primarily to people
of color around the world, the 87-page pamphlet by a free
black man born in North Carolina and living in Boston
advocates immediate emancipation and slave rebellion.
Walker asks the slaves among his readers whether they
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wouldn't prefer to "be killed than to be a slave to a tyrant." He
advises them not to "trifle" if they do rise up, but rather to kill
those who would continue to enslave them and their wives
and children. Copies of the pamphlet were smuggled by ship
in 1830 from Boston to Wilmington, North Carolina, Walker's
childhood home, causing panic among whites. In 1830,
members of North Carolina's General Assembly had the
Appeal in mind as they tightened the state's laws dealing with
slaves and free black citizens. The resulting stricter laws led
to more policies that repressed African Americans, freed and
slave alike. A DOCSOUTH BOOK. This collaboration
between UNC Press and the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill Library brings classic works back into print.
DocSouth Books editions are selected from the digital library
of Documenting the American South and are unaltered from
the original publication. The DocSouth series uses digital
technology to offer e-books and print-on-demand
publications, providing affordable and accessible editions to a
new generation of scholars, students, and general readers.
Traces the migration north and westward of southern blacks,
from colonial era through early 20th century. Documented
with information from newspapers, letters, academic journals,
this study recounts decades of harassment, hope,
achievement.
A Pulitzer Prize-winning history of the mistreatment of black
Americans. In this 'precise and eloquent work' - as described
in its Pulitzer Prize citation - Douglas A. Blackmon brings to
light one of the most shameful chapters in American history an 'Age of Neoslavery' that thrived in the aftermath of the Civil
War through the dawn of World War II. Using a vast record of
original documents and personal narratives, Blackmon
unearths the lost stories of slaves and their descendants who
journeyed into freedom after the Emancipation Proclamation
and then back into the shadow of involuntary servitude
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thereafter. By turns moving, sobering and shocking, this
unprecedented account reveals these stories, the companies
that profited the most from neoslavery, and the insidious
legacy of racism that reverberates today.
Free blacks in antebellum America lived in a twilight world of
oppressive laws and customs designed to suppress their
mobility and their integration into civil society. Free blacks
were free only to the extent of white tolerance in their
community or town. They were at the mercy of the lowest
members of the dominant race who could punish them on a
whim. They were, in the words of a 19th century European
traveler to America, "masterless slaves." Nonetheless, many
successful and even prominent blacks emerged from the mire
of oppressive laws and general public disdain to realize major
achievements. Though excluded from the political process,
from education, and from most professions they became
preachers, teachers, missionaries, contractors, artisans, boat
captains, and wealthy entrepreneurs. Members of this twilight
social and legal class, which numbered nearly a half million
by 1860, made great accomplishments against strong
opposition in the first half of the 19th century. The history of
America and of American slavery is woefully incomplete
without their story.
The author of this title integrates the history of slavery into the
larger story of American life. He demonstrates how enslaved
black people, by adapting to changing circumstances,
prepared for the moment when they could seize liberty and
declare themselves the 'Freedom Generation'.
By: Carter G. Woodson, Pub. 1924, reprinted 2021, 86
pages, soft cover, ISBN #978-1-63914-008-4. This book will
make a great addition to any ones collection of research
books especially when it concerns Afro-American Genealogy.
This book contains the names of the Head of Household
along with their approximate age, gender, and number of
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persons within his or her family. Information is broken down
by state and then into counties.
Winner of the 2015 Avery O. Craven Prize from the
Organization of American Historians Winner of the 2015
Sidney Hillman Prize A groundbreaking history demonstrating
that America's economic supremacy was built on the backs of
slaves Americans tend to cast slavery as a pre-modern
institution -- the nation's original sin, perhaps, but isolated in
time and divorced from America's later success. But to do so
robs the millions who suffered in bondage of their full legacy.
As historian Edward E. Baptist reveals in The Half Has Never
Been Told, the expansion of slavery in the first eight decades
after American independence drove the evolution and
modernization of the United States. In the span of a single
lifetime, the South grew from a narrow coastal strip of wornout tobacco plantations to a continental cotton empire, and
the United States grew into a modern, industrial, and
capitalist economy. Told through intimate slave narratives,
plantation records, newspapers, and the words of politicians,
entrepreneurs, and escaped slaves, The Half Has Never
Been Told offers a radical new interpretation of American
history.
By: Carter G. Woodson, Phd., Pub. 1925, Reprinted 2021,
354 pages, Index, soft cover, ISBN #0-89308-668-1. This
book will make a great addition to any ones collection of
research books especially when it concerns Afro-American
Genealogy. This book contains the names of the Head of
Household along with their approximate age, gender, and
number of persons within his or her family. Information is
broken down by state and then into counties. The 53 page
introduction includes sections devoted to preventing the
increase of the Free Negroes, the Free Negro before the
Law, economic achievement along with other information
concerning the Free Negro. The index for this book identifies
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over 40,000 individuals.

In Interracial Intimacies, Randall Kennedy hits a nerve at
the center of American society: race relations and our
most intimate ties to each other. Writing with the same
piercing intelligence he brought to his national bestseller
Nigger: The Strange Career of a Troublesome Word,
Kennedy here challenges us to examine how prejudices
and biases still fuel fears and inform our sexual, marital,
and family choices. Analyzing the tremendous changes
in the history of America’s racial dynamics, Kennedy
takes us from the injustices of the slave era up to presentday battles over race matching adoption policies, which
seek to pair children with adults of the same race. He
tackles such subjects as the presence of sex in racial
politics, the historic role of legal institutions in policing
racial boundaries, and the real and imagined pleasures
that have attended interracial intimacy. A bracing, muchneeded look at the way we have lived in the past,
Interracial Intimacies is also a hopeful book, offering a
potent vision of our future as a multiracial democracy.
This statistical report on the free Negro ownership of
slaves was made possible in 1921 when the Director of
the Association for the Study of Negro Life and History
obtained from the Laura Spelman Rockefeller Memorial
an appropriation for the support of research into certain
neglected aspects of Negro History. This special report,
however, was not the objective of the Research
Department of the Association. It developed rather as a
by-product. In compiling statistics for the much larger
report on Free Negro Reads of Families in the United
States in 1830, the investigators found so many cases of
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Negroes owning slaves that it was decided to take
special notice of this phase of the History of the free
Negro. The report on the Absentee Ownership of Slaves
in the United States in 1830 attached hereto developed
in a similar way. The investigators were impressed also
with the frequent occurrence of such wide separation of
the master from the slave. In noting ihe cases of free
Negro ownership it was a simple matter, then, to record
also the cases of absentee ownership, and it was done
accordingly.
“A masterwork [by] the preeminent historian of the Civil
War era.”—Boston Globe Selected as a Notable Book of
the Year by the New York Times Book Review, this
landmark work gives us a definitive account of Lincoln's
lifelong engagement with the nation's critical issue:
American slavery. A master historian, Eric Foner draws
Lincoln and the broader history of the period into perfect
balance. We see Lincoln, a pragmatic politician
grounded in principle, deftly navigating the dynamic
politics of antislavery, secession, and civil war. Lincoln's
greatness emerges from his capacity for moral and
political growth.
John Hope Franklin has devoted his professional life to
the study of African Americans. Originally published in
1943 by UNC Press, The Free Negro in North Carolina,
1790-1860 was his first book on the subject. As Franklin
shows, freed slaves in the antebellum South did not
enjoy the full rights of citizenship. Even in North Carolina,
reputedly more liberal than most southern states,
discriminatory laws became so harsh that many
voluntarily returned to slavery.
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". . . no American can be pleased with the treatment of
Negro Americans, North and South, in the years before
the Civil War. In his clear, lucid account of the Northern
phase of the story Professor Litwack has performed a
notable service."—John Hope Franklin, Journal of Negro
Education "For a searching examination of the North
Star Legend we are indebted to Leon F. Litwack. . . ."—C.
Vann Woodward, The American Scholar
The Slave Bible was published in 1807. It was
commissioned on behalf of the Society for the
Conversion of Negro Slaves in England. The Bible was
to be used by missionaries and slave owners to teach
slaves about the Christian faith and to evangelize slaves.
The Bible was used to teach some slaves to read, but
the goal first and foremost was to tend to the spiritual
needs of the slaves in the way the missionaries and
slave owners saw fit.
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