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This highly acclaimed and provocative interdisciplinary study of the development of institutional censorship explores the
complexities of 20th-century American cultural politics through the protagonists of the Melville Revival. Spark addresses
the distinction between the radical and conservative Enlightenment and makes her way through Melville's often confusing
and contradictory texts, examining the disputes within Melville scholarship.
What the law did to and for Abraham Lincoln, and its important impact on his future presidency
Did Abraham Lincoln hate his father so much that he would not visit him on his deathbed or buy him a tombstone? Is it
true that Ann Rutledge, who died tragically young, was the real love of his life? Did he order the murder of thirty-eight
Dakota Sioux warriors because of his hatred of Native Americans? Noted historian and Lincoln expert Edward Steers Jr.
sets the record straight in this engaging and authoritative book, analyzing the facts and clarifying some of the most
prominent misconceptions about the sixteenth president's life. He investigates claims that have found a foothold in
mainstream lore, ranging from the contention that Lincoln had a troubled and perhaps scandalous early adulthood in
Springfield, to more serious attacks on his character, such as the accusation that he was reluctant to emancipate
enslaved people and held racist beliefs. Drawing on his background in health science, Steers also examines allegations
that Lincoln suffered numerous illnesses -- from endocrine disorders to syphilis. Much of the recent revisionist history
about Abraham Lincoln relies on selective sources that provide a false image of the man. His law partner of twenty-one
years, close friend, and early biographer William Herndon described Lincoln as "the most shut-mouthed man" he ever
knew, and yet volumes have been written on Lincoln's musings, beliefs, and private thoughts in general. His life and
deeds have been heavily researched, interpreted, and reinterpreted time and again until the interpretations themselves
have become untrustworthy. In this book, Steers relies on primary textual evidence to address each legend at the source
and maintains caution when reviewing the potentially biased reminiscences of historic figures close to the president. The
result is a fascinating forensic exploration of some of the persistent hoaxes and myths related to America's most revered
president.
Presents important people, places, events, movements, and organizations of American history in alphabetical arrangement.
" . . . [The] paperback edition of Professor Fehrenbacher's study, first published in 1962, of Lincoln in the 1850s is a welcome reminder of
what can be achieved by a fresh and searching investigation of often-asked questions. . . . The book is lucidly and soberly written, and full of
carefully considered argument. It is one more major contribution to the work of putting the slavery issue back where it has always
belonged--at the very centre--of any discussion of the origins of the Civil War."--Journal of American Studies "This is a brilliant book. With
thorough research . . . and a fresh point of view, we have a study that will shape Lincoln scholarship for many years."--The Journal of
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Southern History "To say that âe~this is just another Lincoln book' would be to demean a significant contribution with a well-worn cliche. This
is an outstanding book; we need more like it."--The American Historical Review "American historians generally, and Lincoln collectors and
scholars particularly, would do well to add to their own pleasure and knowledge by reading this book, one of the finest pieces of Lincolniana
yet written."--The Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography "This fascinating volume deserves a wide audience."--Mid-America
"Enjoyable reading for the general reader, student, and scholar of Lincoln literature."--The Booklist "This is a Lincoln book which belongs in
every library and Lincoln collection."--Lincoln Herald "Masterly little book."--The Times Literary Supplement "It is refreshing to discover once
again that a book does not have to be ponderous to be significant. . . . Fehrenbacher has added quantitatively to our knowledge, but more
especially to our understanding, of this exciting and fateful period in American history. . . . One of the finest contributions to Illinois history to
appear in a long, long time."--Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society "Professor Fehrenbacher has demonstrated that subjects even as
fully studied as the Lincoln theme can still benefit from diligent and judicious contemplation."--Civil War History
Offers a new perspective on the private life of the Civil War president through an examination of his few friendships and close associations,
which were marked by estrangements in the face of political differences.

Honest Abe. The rail-splitter. The Great Emancipator. Old Abe. These are familiar monikers of Abraham Lincoln. They
describe a man who has influenced the lives of everyday people as well as notables like Leo Tolstoy, Marilyn Monroe,
and Winston Churchill. But there is also a multitude of fictional Lincolns almost as familiar as the original: time traveler,
android, monster hunter. This book explores Lincoln's evolution from martyred president to cultural icon and the struggle
between the Lincoln of history and his fictional progeny. He has been Simpsonized by Matt Groening, charmed by Shirley
Temple, and emulated by the Lone Ranger. Devotees have attempted to clone him or to raise him from the dead.
Lincoln's image and memory have been invoked to fight communism, mock a sitting president, and sell products. Lincoln
has even been portrayed as the greatest example of goodness humanity has to offer. In short, Lincoln is the essential
American myth.
Elizabeth Keckley's rise from slave to White House confidante details the cruel and terrible life for those in slavery, and
the drive and determination of a woman who would not let others destroy her will.
"Examines six of Lincoln's key opponents (states' rights constitutionalists Alexander H. Stephens, John C. Calhoun, and
George Fitzhugh; and abolitionists Henry David Thoreau, William Lloyd Garrison, and Frederick Douglass) to illustrate
the broad significance of the slavery question and to highlight the importance of political considerations in public decision
making"--Provided by publisher.
Lincoln the LawyerUniversity of Illinois Press
A nuanced psychological portrait of Abraham Lincoln that finds his legendary political strengths rooted in his most
personal struggles. Giving shape to the deep depression that pervaded Lincoln's adult life, Joshua Wolf Shenk’s
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Lincoln’s Melancholy reveals how this illness influenced both the President’s character and his leadership. Mired in
personal suffering as a young man, Lincoln forged a hard path toward mental health. Shenk draws on seven years of
research from historical record, interviews with Lincoln scholars, and contemporary research on depression to
understand the nature of Lincoln’s unhappiness. In the process, Shenk discovers that the President’s coping
strategies—among them, a rich sense of humor and a tendency toward quiet reflection—ultimately helped him to lead the
nation through its greatest turmoil. A New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice SELECTED AS A BEST BOOK OF
THE YEAR: Washington Post Book World, Atlanta Journal-Constituion, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
As Featured on the History Channel documentary Lincoln “Fresh, fascinating, provocative.”—Sanford D. Horwitt, San
Francisco Chronicle “Some extremely beautiful prose and fine political rhetoric and leaves one feeling close to Lincoln, a
considerable accomplishment.”—Andrew Solomon, New York Magazine “A profoundly human and psychologically
important examination of the melancholy that so pervaded Lincoln's life.”—Kay Redfield Jamison, Ph.D., author of An
Unquiet Mind
This intimate collection of family photographs provides a rare glimpse into the personal life of one of the greatest figures
in American history, Abraham Lincoln. This expanded edition provides both new pictures and new introductory materials
by renowned Lincoln scholars Mark E. Neely Jr. and Harold Holzer.
Alphabetical entries provide information on Lincoln's life, ideas, contemporaries, and presidency
One of the Wall Street Journal's Ten Best Books of the Year | A Washington Post Notable Book | A Christian Science
Monitor and Kirkus Reviews Best Book of 2020 Winner of the Gilder Lehrman Abraham Lincoln Prize and the Abraham
Lincoln Institute Book Award "A marvelous cultural biography that captures Lincoln in all his historical fullness. . . . using
popular culture in this way, to fill out the context surrounding Lincoln, is what makes Mr. Reynolds's biography so
different and so compelling . . . Where did the sympathy and compassion expressed in [Lincoln's] Second
Inaugural--'With malice toward none; with charity for all'--come from? This big, wonderful book provides the richest
cultural context to explain that, and everything else, about Lincoln." --Gordon Wood, Wall Street Journal From one of the
great historians of nineteenth-century America, a revelatory and enthralling new biography of Lincoln, many years in the
making, that brings him to life within his turbulent age David S. Reynolds, author of the Bancroft Prize-winning cultural
biography of Walt Whitman and many other iconic works of nineteenth century American history, understands the
currents in which Abraham Lincoln swam as well as anyone alive. His magisterial biography Abe is the product of fullbody immersion into the riotous tumult of American life in the decades before the Civil War. It was a country growing up
and being pulled apart at the same time, with a democratic popular culture that reflected the country's contradictions.
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Lincoln's lineage was considered auspicious by Emerson, Whitman, and others who prophesied that a new man from the
West would emerge to balance North and South. From New England Puritan stock on his father's side and Virginia
Cavalier gentry on his mother's, Lincoln was linked by blood to the central conflict of the age. And an enduring theme of
his life, Reynolds shows, was his genius for striking a balance between opposing forces. Lacking formal schooling but
with an unquenchable thirst for self-improvement, Lincoln had a talent for wrestling and bawdy jokes that made him
popular with his peers, even as his appetite for poetry and prodigious gifts for memorization set him apart from them
through his childhood, his years as a lawyer, and his entrance into politics. No one can transcend the limitations of their
time, and Lincoln was no exception. But what emerges from Reynolds's masterful reckoning is a man who at each stage
in his life managed to arrive at a broader view of things than all but his most enlightened peers. As a politician, he moved
too slowly for some and too swiftly for many, but he always pushed toward justice while keeping the whole nation in mind.
Abe culminates, of course, in the Civil War, the defining test of Lincoln and his beloved country. Reynolds shows us the
extraordinary range of cultural knowledge Lincoln drew from as he shaped a vision of true union, transforming, in Martin
Luther King Jr.'s words, "the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood." Abraham Lincoln
did not come out of nowhere. But if he was shaped by his times, he also managed at his life's fateful hour to shape them
to an extent few could have foreseen. Ultimately, this is the great drama that astonishes us still, and that Abe brings to
fresh and vivid life. The measure of that life will always be part of our American education.
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