Download File PDF Gender And The Social Construction Of Illness Gender
Lens Series 2nd Second Edition By Judith Lorber Lisa Jean Moore
Published By Altamira Press 2002

Gender And The Social Construction Of Illness Gender
Lens Series 2nd Second Edition By Judith Lorber Lisa
Jean Moore Published By Altamira Press 2002

Oriented toward the introductory student, The Inequality Reader is the essential
textbook for today's undergraduate courses. The editors, David B. Grusky and
Szonja Szelenyi, have assembled the most important classic and contemporary
readings about how poverty and inequality are generated and how they might be
reduced. With thirty new readings, the second edition provides new materials on
anti-poverty policies as well as new qualitative readings that make the
scholarship more alive, more accessible, and more relevant. Now more than
ever, The Inequality Reader is the one-stop compendium of all the must-read
pieces, simply the best available introduction to the stratifi cation canon.
Published in Cooperation with Sociologists for Women in Society "Women are
women and men are men"--this old aphorism is being challenged with ever
increasing frequency as social researchers focus on the nature of constructed
gender roles. Much of the recent work in this area has appeared in the journal
Gender & Society, which is the genesis of most of the papers in The Social
Construction of Gender. In their collection, Lorber and Farrell present the best of
current research on how the constructivist approach has been applied to a
number of variables, including family structure, the work place, social class, racial
ethnic identity, and politics. Theoretical and methodological implications of the
constructed nature of gender roles are highlighted, as well as the existing
theories of gender deconstruction. The articles and introductory material in this
volume reflect feminist social science theory in concrete ways that make the text
accessible to scholars, professionals and students at both the undergraduate and
graduate levels. This resource is ideal for courses on feminist studies, sociology
of gender, and social theory construction. "One of the strengths of this book is
that it provides some conceptual tools that we may not have come across
elsewhere. . . . A second strength of the book is the welcome addition of
racial/ethnic identity and social class to the issue of gender. . . . All in all, the
book is a rich offering of ideas, research, and experience. Each article can stand
alone as a valuable contribution; as an anthology, the book insists that we look at
the realities of gender." --Smith College Studies in Social Work "A fine collection
of current research on one of the major topics of the day. Shows that sociology
can be both lively and intellectually illuminating." --R. W. Connell, Macquarie
University, Sydney "Psychologists have much to gain from attending to a
sociological perspective. The Social Construction of Gender provides that
perspective intertwined with an excellent integration of feminist theory and
relevant psychological literature. Judith Lorber and Susan Farrell have compiled
18 articles that, like sociology, continually challenge the reader to reflect upon the
broad structural issues that pervasively influence construction of reality. . . . well
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articulated. . . . chapters regarding masculinity consider points of view sometimes
overlooked by feminist theorists. . . .provides a solid knowledge base for those
feminists in psychology without a sociological background. The Social
Construction of Gender was a pleasure to read. Informative, clear, and concise, it
presents a view of women's position in Western society that bridges psychology,
sociology, economics, management, anthropology, history, politics, religion, and
public policy." --Association for Women in Psychology Newsletter
Since its initial publication in 1990, this book has become a key work of
contemporary feminist theory, and an essential work for anyone interested in the
study of gender, queer theory, or the politics of sexuality in culture. This is the
text where the author began to advance the ideas that would go on to take life as
"performativity theory," as well as some of the first articulations of the possibility
for subversive gender practices. Overall, this book offers a powerful critique of
heteronormativity and of the function of gender in the modern world.
Gender and the Social Construction of IllnessRowman Altamira
"Social Construction of the Past examines labour, race and gender and its
relationship to power and class. It includes chapters on a broad range of topics,
from the role of intellectuals in restructuring a non-apartheid South Africa, to
Haitian working-class women using sexuality to resist domination. It should be
essential reading for academics and students from a whole range of different
social and intellectual backgrounds, including anthropology, archaeology, history,
comparative literature, political science and sociology."--BOOK JACKET.Title
Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
This book investigates the complex strands that inextricably link gender and
power relations, demonstrating how gender is constructed through the practices
of power. The contributors argue that female' and male' are shaped not only at
the micro-level of everyday social interaction but also at the macro-level where
social institutions control and regulate the practice of gender. Power/Gender
explores: how theorizing on power is affected when gender is taken into account;
post-Foucauldian theory of gender and power; whether it is possible to separate
gender and power; the connections between gender and the practice of power in
political contexts, and how these connections work in the specific contexts of
women's lives; and whether the construction of sex or gender is an expression of
power relations.
Lost in the raging debate over the validity of social construction is the question of
what, precisely, is being constructed. Facts, gender, quarks, reality? Is it a
person? An object? An idea? A theory? Each entails a different notion of social
construction, Ian Hacking reminds us. His book explores an array of examples to
reveal the deep issues underlying contentious accounts of reality. Especially
troublesome in this dispute is the status of the natural sciences, and this is where
Hacking finds some of his most telling cases, from the conflict between biological
and social approaches to mental illness to vying accounts of current research in
sedimentary geology. He looks at the issue of child abuse—very much a reality,
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though the idea of child abuse is a social product. He also cautiously examines
the ways in which advanced research on new weapons influences not the
content but the form of science. In conclusion, Hacking comments on the “culture
wars” in anthropology, in particular a spat between leading ethnographers over
Hawaii and Captain Cook. Written with generosity and gentle wit by one of our
most distinguished philosophers of science, this wise book brings a much needed
measure of clarity to current arguments about the nature of knowledge.
This best-selling text continues to fill an existing gap in the literature taught in
applied ethics courses. As a growing number of courses that include the
perspectives of diverse cultures are being added to the university curriculum,
texts are needed that represent more multicultural and diverse histories and
backgrounds. This new edition enhances gender coverage, as nearly half of the
pieces are now authored by women. The new edition also increases the
percentage of pieces written by those who come from a non-Western
background. It offers twelve up-to-date articles (not found in previous editions) on
human rights, environmental ethics, poverty, war and violence, gender, race,
euthanasia, and abortion; all of these topics are addressed from Western and
non-Western perspectives.
This book explores the social construction of age in the context of EFL in Mexico. It is the first
book to address the age factor in SLA from a social perspective. Based on research carried out
at a public university in Mexico, it investigates how adults of different ages experience learning
a new language and how they enact their age identities as language learners. By approaching
the topic from a social constructionist perspective and in light of recent work in sociolinguistics
and cultural studies, it broadens the current second language acquisition focus on age as a
fixed biological or chronological variable to encompass its social dimensions. What emerges is
a more complex and nuanced understanding of age as it intersects with language learning in a
way that links it fundamentally to other social phenomena, such as gender, ethnicity and social
class.
This volume represents the strength as well as diversity of writings which discuss race and
feminism showing how these two areas, usually considered to be distinct and therefore
discrete from each other, have developed.
Gender, Branding, and The Modern Music Industry combines interview data with music
industry professionals with theoretical frameworks from sociology, mass communication, and
marketing to explain and explore the gender differences female artists experience. This book
provides a rare lens on the rigid packaging process that transforms female artists of various
genres into female pop stars. Stars -- and the industry power brokers who make their fortunes
-- have learned to prioritize sexual attractiveness over talent as they fight a crowded field for
movie deals, magazine covers, and fashion lines, let alone record deals. This focus on the
female pop star’s body as her core asset has resigned many women to being "short term
brands," positioned to earn as much money as possible before burning out or aging
ungracefully. This book, which includes interview data from music industry insiders, explores
the sociological forces that drive women into these tired representations, and the ramifications
on the greater social world. This book is for Sociology of Media and Sociology of Popular
Culture courses.
Now in its third edition, this successful book introduces students to the area of social science
theory and research known as social constructionism. Using a variety of examples from
everyday experience and from existing research in areas such as personality, sexuality and
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debates, such as the nature and status of knowledge, truth, reality and the self are given indepth analysis in an accessible style. Drawing on a range of empirical studies, the book clearly
defines the various different approaches to social constructionist research and explores the
theoretical and practical issues involved. While the text is broadly sympathetic to social
constructionism, it also adopts a critical perspective to the material, addressing its weaknesses
and, in the final chapter, subjecting the theory itself to a more extensive critique. New to this
edition: Extended coverage of the relationship between 'mainstream' psychology and social
constructionism and how the two fields can engage with each other. An exploration of the rise
and popularity of neuroscience and the challenge it poses to social constructionism. New
material on the field of psychosocial studies. Updated coverage of existing key issues such as
age and sexuality, and inclusion of more recently emerging issues (e.g. status and role of
affect). Updated discussion of key social constructionist contributors, with revised references.
Updated chapter on research methods, including more on narrative and critical narrative
analysis, and personal construct methods. The third edition of Social Constructionism extends
and updates the material covered in previous editions and will be an invaluable and informative
resource for undergraduate and postgraduate students across the social and behavioural
sciences.
Judith Lorber and Lisa Jean Moore consider the interface between the social institutions of
gender and Western medicine in this brief, lively textbook. They offer a distinct feminist
viewpoint to analyze issues of power and politics concerning physical illness. SIGNS labeled
the first edition 'a rich and imaginative work.' In the extensively revised second edition of this
successful text, the authors add chapters on disability and genital surgeries. They also update
and expand their discussions of social epidemiology, AIDS, the health professions, PMS,
menopause, and feminist health care. For a creative, feminist-oriented alternative to traditional
texts on medical sociology, medical anthropology, and the history of medicine, this is an ideal
choice.
In Gender Inequality: Feminist Theories and Politics, Fifth Edition, internationally renowned
feminist Judith Lorber examines various evolving theories of gender inequality. Tightly
structured around Lorber's own paradigm of "reform, resistance, rebellion," this combination
text/reader acknowledges feminism's significant contributions to redressing gender inequality
and celebrates its enormous accomplishments over the last forty years. It also documents
feminism's ongoing political activism, and, with an awareness of postmodern and third-wave
trends, points toward its future. The fifth edition features eight new readings and five
significantly rewritten, reorganized, and updated chapters, including one on transnational
feminism, which encompasses Africa, Asia, and Latin America. Other rewritten chapters are
Psychoanalytic and Cultural Feminism, Social Construction Feminism, Postmodern Feminism
and Queer Theory, and Third Wave Feminism. As before, the bulleted lists introducing each
type of feminism include the feminism's theories of the sources of gender inequality, its politics,
its contributions, and a critique. An accessible, engaging classic written by one of sociology's
first feminists, Gender Inequality: Feminist Theories and Politics, Fifth Edition, is an ideal
undergraduate and graduate text for courses in introductory feminism, feminist theory, and
women's studies.
The Lancashire cotton industry doubtless counts among the most thoroughly researched
industries in Britain. Cotton processing has attracted attention both as the pioneer of
industrialization and the harbinger of industrial decline, in many ways typifying the
development of the British economy from unchallenged global leader to the demise of large
sectors of its manufacturing industry. Yet among the spate of book and articles published
about the industry, there is a conspicuous lacuna. Gender, though rarely addressed
specifically, permeates the industry's historiography nonetheless. This study tackles head-on
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industry during the period 1880-1914, not so much to
trace its effects on the industry itself, but instead concentrating on the ways gender radicalized
particularly the female workers in the Lancashire mills. In so doing, it promotes the view that it
was women weavers' experience of the way in which gender inequality in the labour process
clashed with varying degrees of inequality in the other spheres of their lives that caused many
of them to organize for the franchise. Their experience of equality in the labour process both
sensitized them to inequality elsewhere and empowered them to fight against it by showing it
to be a product of society rather than nature. 'Drawing on the examples provided by
disenfranchized working-class men and middle-class women alike, they accounted for
inequality in terms of their exclusion from the polity. In the process of holding their own against
male co-workers, supervisory staff, employers, labour activists, politicians, and even many
middle-class women, they evolved their own version of working-class femininity, which differed
in important ways from the female domesticity that had a vibrant existence in labour rhetoric,
but rarely beyond.
In this pathbreaking book, a well-known feminist and sociologist--who is also the Founding
Editor of Gender & Society--challenges our most basic assumptions about gender. Judith
Lorber views gender as wholly a product of socialization subject to human agency,
organization, and interpretation. In her new paradigm, gender is an institution comparable to
the economy, the family, and religion in its significance and consequences. Drawing on many
schools of feminist scholarship and on research from anthropology, history, sociology, social
psychology, sociolinguistics, and cultural studies, Lorber explores different paradoxes of
gender: --why we speak of only two "opposite sexes" when there is such a variety of sexual
behaviors and relationships; --why transvestites, transsexuals, and hermaphrodites do not
affect the conceptualization of two genders and two sexes in Western societies; --why most of
our cultural images of women are the way men see them and not the way women see
themselves; --why all women in modern society are expected to have children and be the
primary caretaker; --why domestic work is almost always the sole responsibility of wives, even
when they earn more than half the family income; --why there are so few women in positions of
authority, when women can be found in substantial numbers in many occupations and
professions; --why women have not benefited from major social revolutions. Lorber argues that
the whole point of the gender system today is to maintain structured gender inequality--to
produce a subordinate class (women) that can be exploited as workers, sexual partners,
childbearers, and emotional nurturers. Calling into question the inevitability and necessity of
gender, she envisions a society structured for equality, where no gender, racial ethnic, or
social class group is allowed to monopolize economic, educational, and cultural resources or
the positions of power.
Ron Mallon explores how thinking and talking about kinds of person can bring those kinds into
being. He considers what normative implications this social constructionism has for our
understanding of our practices of representing human kinds, like race, gender, and sexual
orientation, and for our own agency.
In this collection of previously published essays, Sally Haslanger draws on insights from
feminist and critical race theory and on the resources of contemporary analytic philosophy to
develop the idea that gender and race are positions within a structure of social relations.
Explicating the workings of these interlocking structures provides tools for understanding and
combatting social injustice.
“Heterosexuality,” assumed to denote a universal sexual and cultural norm, has been largely
exempt from critical scrutiny. In this boldly original work, Jonathan Ned Katz challenges the
common notion that the distinction between heterosexuality and homosexuality has been a
timeless one. Building on the history of medical terminology, he reveals that as late as 1923,
the term “heterosexuality” referred to a "morbid sexual passion," and that its current usage
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having sex for pleasure. Drawing on the works of
Sigmund Freud, James Baldwin, Betty Friedan, and Michel Foucault, The Invention of
Heterosexuality considers the effects of heterosexuality’s recently forged primacy on both
scientific literature and popular culture. “Lively and provocative.”—Carol Tavris, New York
Times Book Review “A valuable primer . . . misses no significant twists in sexual
politics.”—Gary Indiana, Village Voice Literary Supplement “One of the most important—if not
outright subversive—works to emerge from gay and lesbian studies in years.”—Mark Thompson,
The Advocate
"Gender" is used to classify humans and to explain their behaviour in predominantly social
rather than biological terms. But how useful is the concept of gender in social analysis? To
what degree does gender relate to sex? How does gender feature in shifts in familial structures
and demography? How should gender be conceived in terms of contemporary inequality and
injustice, and what is gender's function in the design and pursuit of political objectives? In this
volume a collection of international experts from the fields of political philosophy, political
theory, sociology, economics, law, psychoanalysis and evolutionary psychology scrutinize the
conceptual effectiveness of gender both as a mode of analysis and as a basis for envisioning
the transformation of society. Each contributor considers how gender might be conceived in
contemporary terms, offering a variety of (often conflicting) interpretations of the concept's
usefulness for the future.
First published in 1997, this volume recognises the issue of gender inequality in Hong Kong
housing. The invisibility of the housing problem is compounded by the dominant patriarchal
Chinese culture in Hong Kong. The issue remains marginal in Western countries as well,
despite increasing concern. Kam Wah Chan makes meaningful, insightful progress on the
housing issue in Hong Kong by focusing on the crucial issues of housing for lone mothers and
for women in new towns.
Exploring the role of legal discourse in shaping sexual experience, sexual expression, and
sexual identity this book focuses on three topics: anti-gay hate crime laws, same-sex sexual
harassment, and same-sex marriage.
Gender, Branding, and the Modern Music Industry combines interview data with music industry
professionals with theoretical frameworks from sociology, mass communication, and marketing
to explain and explore the gender differences female artists experience. This book provides a
rare lens on the rigid packaging process that transforms female artists of various genres into
female pop stars. Stars—and the industry power brokers who make their fortunes—have learned
to prioritize sexual attractiveness over talent as they fight a crowded field for movie deals,
magazine covers, and fashion lines, let alone record deals. This focus on the female pop
star’s body as her core asset has resigned many women to being "short term brands,"
positioned to earn as much money as possible before burning out or aging ungracefully. This
book, which includes interview data from music industry insiders, explores the sociological
forces that drive women into these tired representations, and the ramifications for the greater
social world.
Threshold Concepts in Women’s and Gender Studies: Ways of Seeing, Thinking, and
Knowing is a textbook designed primarily for introduction to Women’s and Gender Studies
courses with the intent of providing both a skills- and concept-based foundation in the field.
The text is driven by a single key question: "What are the ways of thinking, seeing, and
knowing that characterize women’s and gender studies and are valued by its practitioners?"
Rather than taking a topical approach, Threshold Concepts in Women’s and Gender Studies
develops the key concepts and ways of thinking that students need in order to develop a deep
understanding and to approach material like feminist scholars do, across disciplines. This book
illustrates four of the most critical concepts in women’s and gender studies: the social
construction of gender; privilege and oppression; intersectionality; and feminist praxis, and
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Developed from an edited series of journal articles into a larger collection with a clear
identity and emphasis all its own-one need only browse through the Table of Contents.
"The divided lives of women in literature ," "Case studies of agency and communion in
women's lives," "A sense of humor," "Dialogue with Guatemalan Indian women,"
"Coping with rape," "Earliest memories: Sex differences and the meaning of
experience," "Women's explanations for job changes," "Androgyny and the life cycle:
The Bacchae of Euripides" -these are but a few of the topics represented in this diverse
and interesting collection. What, then, binds these essays together? First and foremost,
this is a book of stories about women, about the conflicts, choices, and opportunities
that are present in the lives of women, both real and imagined.
Building workers constitute between five and ten per cent of the total labour market in
almost every country of the world. They construct, repair and maintain the vital physical
infrastructure of our societies, and we rely upon and trust their achievements every day.
Yet we know surprisingly little about builders, their cultures, the organization of their
work or the business relations that constitute their industry. This book, based on oneyear’s participant observation on a London construction site, redresses this gap in our
knowledge by taking a close-up look at a section of building workers and businessmen.
By examining the organizational features of the building project and describing the skill,
sweat, malingering, humour and humanity of the building workers, Thiel illustrates how
the builders were mostly autonomous from formal managerial control, regulating their
own outputs and labour markets. This meant that the men’s ethnic, class and genderbound cultural activities fundamentally underpinned the organization of their work and
the broader construction economy, and thereby highlights the continuing centrality of
class-bound culture and social stratification in a post-industrial, late modern world. Thiel
outlines the on-going connections and intersections between economy, state, class and
culture, ultimately showing how these factors interrelated to produce the building
industry, its builders, and its buildings. Based predominately on cultural and economic
sociology, this book will also be of interest to those working in the fields of gender and
organizational studies; social class and inequality; migration and ethnicity; urban
studies; and social identities.
"Children’s literature is a contested terrain, as is multicultural education. Taken
together, they pose a formidable challenge to both classroom teachers and
academics.... Rather than deny the inherent conflicts and tensions in the field, in Critical
Multicultural Analysis of Children’s Literature: Mirrors, Windows, and Doors, Maria
José Botelho and Masha Kabakow Rudman confront, deconstruct, and reconstruct
these terrains by proposing a reframing of the field.... Surely all of us – children,
teachers, and academics – can benefit from this more expansive understanding of what
it means to read books." Sonia Nieto, From the Foreword Critical multicultural analysis
provides a philosophical shift for teaching literature, constructing curriculum, and taking
up issues of diversity and social justice. It problematizes children’s literature, offers a
way of reading power, explores the complex web of sociopolitical relations, and
deconstructs taken-for-granted assumptions about language, meaning, reading, and
literature: it is literary study as sociopolitical change. Bringing a critical lens to the study
of multiculturalism in children’s literature, this book prepares teachers, teacher
educators, and researchers of children’s literature to analyze the ideological
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literature. Each chapter includes recommendations
for classroom application, classroom research, and further reading. Helpful end-of-book
appendixes include a list of children’s book awards, lists of publishers, diagrams of the
power continuum and the theoretical framework of critical multicultural analysis, and
lists of selected children’s literature journals and online resources.
We are women, we are men. We are refugees, single mothers, people with disabilities,
and queers. We belong to social categories and they frame our actions, selfunderstanding, and opportunities. But what are social categories? How are they created
and sustained? How does one come to belong to them? Ásta approaches these
questions through analytic feminist metaphysics. Her theory of social categories centers
on an answer to the question: what is it for a feature of an individual to be socially
meaningful? In a careful, probing investigation, she reveals how social categories are
created and sustained and demonstrates their tendency to oppress through examples
from current events. To this end, she offers an account of just what social construction
is and how it works in a range of examples that problematize the categories of sex,
gender, and race in particular. The main idea is that social categories are conferred
upon people. Ásta introduces a 'conferralist' framework in order to articulate a theory of
social meaning, social construction, and most importantly, of the construction of sex,
gender, race, disability, and other social categories.
Judith Lorber and Lisa Jean Moore consider the interface between the social
institutions of gender and Western medicine in this brief, lively textbook. They offer a
distinct feminist viewpoint to analyze issues of power and politics concerning physical
illness. For a creative, feminist-oriented alternative to traditional texts on medical
sociology, medical anthropology, and the history of medicine, this is an ideal choice.
Are scientific 'facts' about body image enough to define conceptions of normality?
Reassessing Experimental Psychology from a critical perspective, Sylvia Blood
demonstrates how its research into Body Image can be misused and prone to misuse.
Classifying women who experience distress and anxiety with food, eating and body size
as suffering 'body image disturbance' or 'body image dissatisfaction', it can reproduce
dominant assumptions about language, meaning and subjectivity. Experimental
psychology's discourse about body image has recently become more widely influential,
becoming popularised through domains such as women’s magazines, in which
psychological experts provide 'facts' about women's 'body image problems', and offer
advice and psychological treatments. With acute cross-disciplinary awareness Body
Work: The Social Construction of Women's Body Image exposes the assumptions at
work in the methods and status of experimental approaches. Penetrating beyond the
usual dichotomy between experimental and popular psychology, this book illuminates
some of the ways in which women's magazines have embraced experimental
psychology's treatment of the issue. Drawing on her experience in Clinical Psychology,
Sylvia Blood highlights the damaging effects of uncritically experimental views of body
image. She goes on to elaborate not only an alternative model of discursive
construction but also the implications of such a theory for clinical practice. Merging
theory and clinical experience, Sylvia Blood exposes the fallacies about women’s
bodies that underpin experimental psychology's body image research. She
demonstrates the dangerous consequences of these fallacies being accepted as truths
in popular texts and in the talk of 'everyday' women.
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reevaluates
place of eunuchs in Byzantium. Kathryn Ringrose
uses the modern concept of gender as a social construct to identify eunuchs as a
distinct gender and to illustrate how gender was defined in the Byzantine world. At the
same time she explores the changing role of the eunuch in Byzantium from 600 to
1100. Accepted for generations as a legitimate and functional part of Byzantine
civilization, eunuchs were prominent in both the imperial court and the church. They
were distinctive in physical appearance, dress, and manner and were considered
uniquely suited for important roles in Byzantine life. Transcending conventional notions
of male and female, eunuchs lived outside of normal patterns of procreation and
inheritance and were assigned a unique capacity for mediating across social and
spiritual boundaries. This allowed them to perform tasks from which prominent men and
women were constrained, making them, in essence, perfect servants. Written with
precision and meticulously researched, The Perfect Servant will immediately take its
place as a major study on Byzantium and the history of gender.
The classic work that redefined the sociology of knowledge and has inspired a
generation of philosophers and thinkers In this seminal book, Peter L. Berger and
Thomas Luckmann examine how knowledge forms and how it is preserved and altered
within a society. Unlike earlier theorists and philosophers, Berger and Luckmann go
beyond intellectual history and focus on commonsense, everyday knowledge—the
proverbs, morals, values, and beliefs shared among ordinary people. When first
published in 1966, this systematic, theoretical treatise introduced the term social
construction,effectively creating a new thought and transforming Western philosophy.
This book reconsiders the dominant Western understandings of freedom through the lens of
women's real-life experiences of domestic violence, welfare, and Islamic veiling. Nancy
Hirschmann argues that the typical approach to freedom found in political philosophy severely
reduces the concept's complexity, which is more fully revealed by taking such practical issues
into account. Hirschmann begins by arguing that the dominant Western understanding of
freedom does not provide a conceptual vocabulary for accurately characterizing women's
experiences. Often, free choice is assumed when women are in fact coerced--as when a
battered woman who stays with her abuser out of fear or economic necessity is said to make
this choice because it must not be so bad--and coercion is assumed when free choices are
made--such as when Westerners assume that all veiled women are oppressed, even though
many Islamic women view veiling as an important symbol of cultural identity. Understanding
the contexts in which choices arise and are made is central to understanding that freedom is
socially constructed through systems of power such as patriarchy, capitalism, and race
privilege. Social norms, practices, and language set the conditions within which choices are
made, determine what options are available, and shape our individual subjectivity, desires, and
self-understandings. Attending to the ways in which contexts construct us as "subjects" of
liberty, Hirschmann argues, provides a firmer empirical and theoretical footing for
understanding what freedom means and entails politically, intellectually, and socially.
This book provides selections from the seminal works of Karl Marx, Max Weber, W.E.B. Du
Bois, and Charlotte Perkins Gilman that reveal some of the reasons why class, race, and
gender inequalities have proven very adaptive and can flourish even today in the 21st century.
This book shows how the social constructions of time, space, race, gender and class intersect
with each other to produce particular social phenomena that are enduring and significant for
our society. Leading the reader through examples drawn from around the world, the author
shows how these categories are social constructions; historically formed, ideologically loaded,
and subject to change.
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The Routledge
Feminist
Philosophy is an outstanding guide and reference
source to the key topics, subjects, thinkers, and debates in feminist philosophy. Fifty-six
chapters, written by an international team of contributors specifically for the Companion, are
organized into five sections: (1) Engaging the Past; (2) Mind, Body, and World; (3) Knowledge,
Language, and Science; (4) Intersections; (5) Ethics, Politics, and Aesthetics. The volume
provides a mutually enriching representation of the several philosophical traditions that
contribute to feminist philosophy. It also foregrounds issues of global concern and scope;
shows how feminist theory meshes with rich theoretical approaches that start from transgender
identities, race and ethnicity, sexuality, disabilities, and other axes of identity and oppression;
and highlights the interdisciplinarity of feminist philosophy and the ways that it both critiques
and contributes to the whole range of subfields within philosophy.
An inquiry into women's agency—how it is developed and deployed and how it can be
increased.
This anthology examines the social construction of race, class, gender, and sexuality and the
institutional bases for these relations. While other texts discuss various forms of stratification
and the impact of these on members of marginalized groups, Ore provides a thorough
discussion of how such systems of stratification are formed and perpetuated and how forms of
stratification are interconnected. The anthology supplies sufficient pedagogical tools to aid the
student in understanding how the material relates to her/his own life and how her/his own
attitudes, actions, and perspectives may serve to perpetuate a stratified system.
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