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The book covers the most important historical events
of the twentieth century and the new millennium,
from a very special standpoint, that one of the
judgments of the European Court of Human Rights.
In this respect, we have both a reading of history and
a brief legal analysis, almost a “divertissement” that
combines two different areas of the humanities.
After storming the beaches on D-Day, June 6, 1944,
the Allied invasion of France bogged down in seven
weeks of grueling attrition in Normandy. On July 25,
U.S. divisions under Gen. Omar Bradley launched
Operation Cobra, an attempt to break out of the
hedgerows and begin a war of movement across
France. Despite a disastrous start, with misdropped
bombs killing hundreds of GIs, Cobra proved to be
one of the most pivotal battles of World War II,
successfully breaking the stalemate in Normandy
and clearing a path into occupied France.
John Birch was better known in death than life. Shot
and killed by Communists in China, he posthumously
became the namesake for an anti-communist
organization. This is the remarkable story of an
American missionary-turned-soldier who wanted to
save China, but became a victim instead.
In July 1944, the 9,000-man Japanese garrison on
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the island of Tinian listened warily as the thunder of
the United States Navy and Marine Corps, Army and
Air Corps, descended on their neighboring island,
Saipan, just three miles away. There were 20,000
Japanese troops on Saipan, but the US obliterated
the opposition after a horrific all-arms campaign. The
sudden silence only indicated it was now TinianÕs
turn. By the time the US 2nd and 4th Marine
Divisions switched their sights to Tinian, the island
had already been bombarded for a month; meantime
both sides had learned their lessons from the
previous island-hopping invasions. The Americans
had learned the arts of recon, deception, plus
preliminary firepower so as not to suffer the huge
casualties theyÕd suffered at Saipan, Guadalcanal,
and Tarawa; the Japanese, for their part, had
learned not to contest US strength on beaches but to
draw it further inland where terrain and bomb-proof
fortifications could assist. When the battle for Tinian
finally took place the US acted with great skill.
Historian Samuel Elliot Morrison called it Òthe most
perfectly executed amphibious operation of the
entire war.Ó Nevertheless, the Japanese resisted
with their usual stubbornness, and the already
decimated US Marines suffered hundreds of more
casualties. During the battle Japanese shore
batteries were able to riddle the battleship Colorado,
killing scores, plus make multiple hits on a destroyer,
killing its captain. On the island itself the US used
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napalm for the first time, paving the way for Marines
painstakingly rooting out strongpoints. One last
Banzai attack signaled the end to enemy resistance,
as Marines fought toe-to-toe with their antagonists in
the dark. In the end some 8,000 Japanese were
killed, with only 300 surrenders, plus some others
who hid out for years after the war. But those
Japanese who resisted perhaps performed a greater
service than they knew. After Tinian was secured the
US proceeded to build the biggest airport in the
world on that islandÑhome to hundreds of B-29
Superfortresses. Among these, just over a year later,
were the Enola Gay and Boxcar, which with their
atomic bombs would quickly bring the Japanese
homeland itself to its knees.
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Punjab RegimentA Short History, 1939-1945The History of
the 105th Regiment of EngineersDivisional Engineers of the
"Old Hickory" (30th) DivisionAfter D-DayOperation Cobra and
the Normandy BreakoutStackpole Books
The War Diaries for the Great War, held under WO95,
represent one of the most popular record collections held at
the National Archives, Kew, London. For researchers and
family historians, the War Diaries contain a wealth of
information of far greater interest than the army could ever
have predicted. They provide unrivalled insight into daily
events on the front line and are packed with fascinating detail.
They contain no modern editing, opinions or poorly judged
comments, just the war day by day, written by the men who
fought this 'War to end all Wars. They are without question,
the most important source of information available on the war
on the Western Front. Full colour facsimile of each page with
specially created chronological index. What is a War Diary?
The headquarters of each unit and formation of the British
Army in the field was ordered to maintain a record of its
location, movements and activities. For the most part, these
details were recorded on a standard army form headed 'War
diary or intelligence summary'. What details are given?
Details given vary greatly, depending on the nature of the
unit, what it was doing and, to some extent, the style of the
man writing it. The entries vary from very simple and
repetitive statements like 'Training' up to many pages of
description when a unit was in battle. Production of the diary
was the responsibility of the Adjutant of the headquarters
concerned. Is there any other information or documents with
the diaries? Some diaries have other documentation
attached, such as maps, operational orders and after-action
reports.
Once I Had a Comrade is the story of the author's German
father-in-law, Karl Roth, who grew up during the tumultuous
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1930s in the Franconian town of Schweinfurt, located in
northern Bavaria, and of his regiment, 36th Panzer Regiment.
When the Second World War began, he found himself
conscripted into the army and assigned as maintenance
private to the headquarters company of Schweinfurt's new
branch of service, the 36th Panzer Regiment, assigned to 4th
Panzer Division until November 1940, 14th Panzer Division
thereafter. They participated in the campaigns in Poland
1939, France 1940 and Yugoslavia 1941, before serving on
the Eastern Front (southern sector) until destruction at
Stalingrad 1943. The division was then rebuilt and again
served in the southern sector of Russia before being
transferred to Kurland in late 1944, where it saw out the rest
of the war serving with 18th Army. During these campaigns,
Karl Roth repaired nearly every type of tank in the German
arsenal, holding the rank of master sergeant by the end of the
war. After six years of conflict he survived being blown off his
tank, dysentery, malaria, weeks separated behind enemy
lines, a possible court-martial, and was awarded the Gold
Tank Destruction Badge. As Richard Byrd began to research
the story, several questions arose about the unit and his
father-in-law, including: What kind of man was he? Where did
he fight and what tactics were used? Why wasn't a regimental
history written after the war? What was their strength and
what strategic events affected them? Many of the answers to
these questions were supplied by books, but more important
than all the numbers and statistics gathered for the research
were the first hand accounts related to him by his mother-inlaw and survivors of the regiment, who have provided a host
of original photographs and anecdotes explaining the human
aspect of the 36th Panzer Regiment's history. This book then
is a tribute to Roth and his comrades, and to all soldiers who
aspire to commendable and honorable action during time of
war. Key sales points: Provides the first history of 36th
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Panzer Regiment yet published in any language / Combines
operational details with fascinating personal accounts telling
the story of Karl Roth and his comrades / Features over 150
b/w photos, many previously unpublished / A major
contribution to the history of the Panzertruppen.
During World War II, in the skies over Rangoon, Burma, a
handful of American pilots met and bloodied the "Imperial
Wild Eagles" of Japan and won immortality as the Flying
Tigers. One of America's most famous combat forces, the
Tigers were recruited to defend beleaguered China for $600 a
month and a bounty of $500 for each Japanese plane they
shot down--fantastic money in an era when a Manhattan hotel
room cost three dollars a night. To bring his prize-winning
history of the American Volunteer Group up to date, Daniel
Ford has twice rewritten his original text, drawing on the most
recent U.S., British, and Japanese scholarship, along with
new information about AVG pilots and crewmen, their Royal
Air Force colleagues, and their Japanese opponents.
"Admirable," wrote Chennault biographer Martha Byrd of
Ford's original text. "A readable book based on sound
sources. Expect some surprises." Flying Tigers won the
Aviation/Space Writers Association Award of Excellence in
the year of its first publication. Keywords: Flying Tigers, Claire
Chennault, Tex Hill, Pappy Boyington, Curtiss P-40

This book contains the lineages, honors, and
illustrations of the coats of arms and distinctive
insignia of Army and Calavry units of the Active
Army and Army Reserve.
Jerry Thigpen's study on the history of the Combat
Talon is the first effort to tell the story of this
wonderfully capable machine. This weapons system
has performed virtually every imaginable tactical
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event in the spectrum of conflict and by any measure
is the most versatile C-130 derivative ever produced.
First modified and sent to Southeast Asia (SEA) in
1966 to replace theater unconventional warfare
(UW) assets that were limited in both lift capability
and speed the Talon I quickly adapted to theater UW
tasking including infiltration and resupply and
psychological warfare operations into North Vietnam.
After spending four years in SEA and maturing into a
highly respected UW weapons system the Joint
Chief of Staff (JCS) chose the Combat Talon to lead
the night low-level raid on the North Vietnamese
prison camp at Son Tay. Despite the outcome of the
operation the Talon I cemented its reputation as the
weapons system of choice for long-range
clandestine operations. In the period following the
Vietnam War United States Air Force (USAF) special
operations gradually lost its political and financial
support which was graphically demonstrated in the
failed Desert One mission into Iran. Thanks to
congressional supporters like Earl Hutto of Florida
and Dan Daniel of Virginia funds for aircraft
upgrades and military construction projects
materialized to meet the ever-increasing threat to our
nation. Under the leadership of such committed harddriven officers as Brenci Uttaro Ferkes Meller and
Thigpen the crew force became the most disciplined
in our Air Force. It was capable of penetrating hostile
airspace at night in a low-level mountainous
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environment covertly to execute any number of
unconventional warfare missions.
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