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Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject English Language and Literature
Studies - Literature, grade: 2.3, University of Freiburg (Englisches Seminar), course:
Ethnic Literature, language: English, abstract: In this paper I am going to show the
differences and similarities between two major works of American ethnic literature,
namely Sandra Cisnero's The House on Mango Street and Toni Morrison's Jazz. In
order to compare the two books I will first analyze them separately before taking a look
at them side by side. To begin with, I would like to express some general thoughts on
the two books. The House on Mango Street and Jazz are first and foremost works of
fictional literature in the sense that their characters and the story itself are a product of
the authors' imagination. Yet, on another level, they are works that bear the power to
familiarize readers with their particular ethnic backgrounds, namely the Mexican- and
Afro-American. In other words, the two stories can be seen as some sort of guideline
for readers who are interested in the cultural and economic lives of minority groups in
the USA of today and the past. Even though the novels are very different in their form
as well as their content I think one can find some similarities beside all the differences.
In the following chapters of this paper I will first concentrate on The House on Mango
Street and afterwards on Jazz. At the end I will try to make a connection between the
two novels and show some of the main differences and similarities.
The House on Mango StreetVintage
Literacy & language teaching.
Challenges the prevailing notion that the work of all American writers reflects a sense of
determined individualism
Having Our Way is a collection of new essays on twentieth-century American women
writers who meet, manage, fail to manage, revise and rewrite, engage and enter a
literary tradition that has increasingly made way for and been altered by women - their
perceptions, issues, visions, and revisions. The collection considers the work of ten
women writers: Nella Larsen, Zelda Fitzgerald, Flannery O'Connor, Eudora Welty,
Sylvia Plath, Hisaye Yamamoto, Toni Morrison, Maxine Hong Kingston, Louise Erdrich,
and Sandra Cisneros.
From Chicago to Mexico, the places Sandra Cisneros has lived have provided
inspiration for her now-classic works of fiction and poetry. But a house of her own, a
place where she could truly take root, has eluded her. In this jigsaw autobiography,
made up of essays and images spanning three decades--and including never-beforepublished work--Cisneros has come home at last. Written with her trademark lyricism,
in these signature pieces the acclaimed author of The House on Mango Street shares
her transformative memories and reveals her artistic and intellectual influences.
Poignant, honest, and deeply moving, A House of My Own is an exuberant celebration
of a life lived to the fullest, from one of our most beloved writers.
Vintage Readers are a perfect introduction to some of the great modern writers
presented in attractive, accessible paperback editions. “Sandra Cisneros knows both
that the heart can be broken and that it can rise and soar like a bird. Whatever story
she chooses to tell, we should be listening for a long time to come.” —The Washington
Post Book World A winner of the PEN/Nabokov Award for Achievement in International
Literature and the prestigious MacArthur Fellowship, Sandra Cisneros evokes workingPage 1/7
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class Latino experience with an irresistible mix of realism and lyrical exuberance.
Vintage Cisneros features an excerpt from her bestselling novel The House on Mango
Street, which has become a favorite in school classrooms across the country. Also
included are a chapter from her novel, Caramelo; a generous selection of poems from
My Wicked Wicked Ways and Loose Woman; and seven stories from her awardwinning collection Woman Hollering Creek.
Popular images of women in Mexico—conveyed through literature and, more recently,
film and television—were long restricted to either the stereotypically submissive wife and
mother or the demonized fallen woman. But new representations of women and their
roles in Mexican society have shattered the ideological mirrors that reflected these
images. This book explores this major change in the literary representation of women in
Mexico. María Elena de Valdés enters into a selective and hard-hitting examination of
literary representation in its social context and a contestatory engagement of both the
literary text and its place in the social reality of Mexico. Some of the topics she
considers are Carlos Fuentes and the subversion of the social codes for women; the
poetic ties between Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz and Octavio Paz; questions of female
identity in the writings of Rosario Castellanos, Luisa Josefina Hernández, María Luisa
Puga, and Elena Poniatowska; the Chicana writing of Sandra Cisneros; and the
postmodern celebration—without reprobation—of being a woman in Laura Esquivel's Like
Water for Chocolate.
This 'SparkNote' delivers knowledge on 'The House on Mango Street' that you won't find in
other study guides. Including explanation of the key themes, motifs, symbols and summaries of
every chapter with thorough analysis and more.
Author Thomas McCann invites readers to rethink their approach to teaching writing by
capitalizing on students' instinctive desire to talk. Drawing on extensive classroom research, he
shows teachers how to craft class discussions that build students' skills of analysis, problemsolving, and argumentation as a means of improving student writing. McCann demonstrates
how authentic discussions immerse learners in practices that become important when they
write. Chapters feature portraits of teachers at work, including transcripts that reveal patterns
of talk across a set of lessons. Interviews with the teachers and samples of student writing
afford readers a deeper understanding of process. Students also report on how classroom
discussions supported their effort to produce persuasive, argument-driven essays.
Covers writers and illustrators for children and young adults. Entries consist of listings of major
works, awards, and critical excerpts from significant reviews and commentaries on the author's
or artist's works.
*Kazuo Ishiguro's new novel Klara and the Sun is now available to preorder* From the Nobel
Prize-winning author of Never Let Me Go Winner of the Booker Prize ONE OF THE BBC'S
'100 NOVELS THAT SHAPED OUR WORLD' A contemporary classic, The Remains of the
Day is Kazuo Ishiguro's beautiful and haunting evocation of life between the wars in a Great
English House. In the summer of 1956, Stevens, the ageing butler of Darlington Hall, embarks
on a leisurely holiday that will take him deep into the English countryside and into his past.
Narratives of Community draws together essays that examine short story sequences by
women through the lenses of Sandra Zagarell’s theoretical essay, “Narrative of Community.”
Reading texts from countries around the world, the collection’s twenty-two contributors expand
scholarship on the genre as they employ diverse theoretical models to consider how female
identity is negotiated in community or the roles of women in domestic, social and literary
community. Grouped into four sections based on these examinations, the essays demonstrate
how Zagarell’s theory can provide a point of reference for multiple approaches to women’s
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writing as they read the semiotic systems of community. While “narrative of community”
provides an organizing principle behind this collection, these essays offer critical approaches
grounded in a wide variety of disciplines. Zagarell contributes the collection’s concluding
essay, in which she provides a series of reflections on literary and cultural representations of
community, on generic categorizations of community, and on regionalism and narrative of
community as she returns to theoretical ground she first broke almost twenty years ago.
Overall, these essays bring their contributors and readers into a community engaged with a
narrative genre that inspires and affords a rich and growing tradition of scholarship. With
Narratives of Community, editor Roxanne Harde offers a wealth of critical essays on a wide
variety of women's linked series of short stories, essays that can be seen overall to explore the
genre as a kind of meeting house of fictional form and meaning for an inclusive sororal
community. The book itself joins a growing critical community of monographs and essay
collections that have been critically documenting the rise of the modern genre of the story cycle
to a place second only to the novel. But more than simply joining this critical venture,
Narratives of Community makes a major contribution to studies in the short story, feminist
theory, women's studies, and genre theory. Its introduction and essays should prove of
enduring interest to scholars and critics in these fields, as well as continue highly useful in the
undergraduate and graduate classrooms. — Gerald Lynch, Professor of English, University of
Ottawa The introduction, by Prof. Harde, and the 20 essays in the book dialogue with Sandra
Zagarell’s proposed paradigm “narratives of community”, which other scholars have called
“short story cycles” or “story sequences”. Zagarell’s proposal organically blends a generic
model with a thematic concern to explain how women writing community often turn to a
particular narrative style that itself supports the literary creation of that community. Harde and
the volume contributors appropriate this brilliant and engaging proposal in the context of other
crucial discussions of the genre—notably Forest Ingram’s germinal study, J. Gerald Kennedy’s
work, and those by Robert Luscher, Maggie Dunn and Anne Morris, James Nagel, Gerald
Lynch and (I’m honored to note), my own study on Asian American short story cycles—to
expand the range of the critical discussion on the form. The quality and diversity of the essays
remind us that there is still much work that can be done in the area of genre studies. The
volume emphasizes an important caveat to one vital misconception: that although writers like
James Joyce or Sherwood Anderson are thought to be the precursors or, even, “inventors” of
the form, women’s sequences, by Sara Orne Jewett and Elizabeth Gaskell, among others,
actually predate the work of the male writers. This fact suggests that the development of the
form as a genre that attends to specific perspectives or creative formulations of and by women
needs to be considered in depth. The temporal scope of the volume is therefore a vital
contribution to scholarship on the form, as is the diversity of the writers analyzed. Indeed, the
examination of narratives by writers from different countries and that focus on characters from
different time periods, racial, religious, or ethnic communities, and social class impels a
multilayered reading of the texts that inevitably promotes a nuanced understanding of the
project of each of the writers, a project that connects issues of individuality and community in
varied and often surprising ways. The essays thus critically explore the notion of community in
its myriad associations with the individual and as a crucial site not only for women’s action
upon the world but also for her creative endeavors. The essays in the volume revisit familiar
texts—Naylor’s The Women of Brewster Place, Cisneros’s The House on Mango Street,
Kingston’s The Woman Warrior, Welty’s The Golden Apples, Munro’s The Lives of Girls and
Women, among others—but offer new perspectives on the way form interacts with issues of
women’s communities and women creating community in these works. Significantly, it also
offers readings on texts that have not been analyzed in detail from this perspective—Gaskell’s
Cranford or Woolf’s A Haunted House, for example—thus contributing to a continuing
conversation about the ways women write. The juxtaposition of the familiar and the new
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expand the paradigms of current criticism not only on the story cycle but also on women’s
writing in general. —Rocio Davis, Professor of Literature, University of Navarre "Roxanne
Harde’s forthcoming volume, Narratives of Community: Women’s Short Story Sequences,
provides an abundant collection of varied responses to Sandra Zagarell’s longstanding call for
further in-depth exploration of the genre that Zagarell christened “the narrative of community”
in her 1988 essay linking non-novelistic narrative form with representations of female
experience. As Harde observes, such narratives of community overlap significantly with the
growing canon of unified but discontinuous collections of autonomous stories that critics have
variously labeled as the short story cycle/ sequence/ composite . . . The essays in her
collection examine a rich variety of such works by women, extending the scholarship in this
area. . . Harde’s ample collection of essays presents a concerted and diverse exploration of
the implications of the short story sequence form as a representation of women’s lives as part
of and in conflict with membership in a community. . . . Overall, Harde’s volume is a welcome
addition to current scholarship on the short story sequence, bringing in a variety of new voices
and perspectives to the community of scholars who have engaged in the exploration of this
paradoxical, evolving, and increasingly popular genre." — Dr. Luscher
Shares the author's story of his brushes with the law and addictions to heroin and alcohol,
tracing his complicated journey toward a recovery marked by a run for political office and his
rise to an internationally respected gang interventionist.
Each year the three Reyes' families drive from Chicago via Route 66 to Mexico City. Awaiting
Lala there is a further intriguing journey through her family's legends, secrets and history, and
the puzzle as to why her Awful Grandmother's special treasure was left unfinished.
Published in 1984 to instantaneous acclaim, Sandra Cisneros draws on her own experience as
a Hispanic woman writer facing obstacles in a patriarchal Hispanic community to write The
House on Mango Street.
A girl describes how each person in the family has hair that looks and acts different, Papa's like
a broom, Kiki's like fur, and Mama's with the sweet smell of bread before it's baked.
A collection of verse by the late hip-hop star Tupac Shakur includes more than one hundred
poems confronting such wide-ranging topics as poverty, motherhood, Van Gogh, and Mandela.
A collection of stories by Sandra Cisneros, the winner of the 2019 PEN/Nabokov Award for
Achievement in International Literature. The lovingly drawn characters of these stories give
voice to the vibrant and varied life on both sides of the Mexican border with tales of pure
discovery, filled with moments of infinite and intimate wisdom.
Celebrado desde su publicación inicial como el relato clásico de una muchacha del barrio
latino de Chicago, La casa en Mango Street ha sido elogiado por los críticos, acogido por los
niños y sus padres y abuelos y estudiado por todas partes, desde escuelas primarias en las
grandes ciudades hasta universidades por todo el país. Ahora por primera vez en una edición
en español, traducido por una de las más reconocidas figures literarias de México, La casa en
Mango Street está a la disposición de los miles de lectores latinos a quien este libro ha dado
voz. A veces desgarrador, a veces intensamente alegre, La casa en Mango Street relata la
historia de Esperanza Cordero, en cuyo barrio conviven realidades crueles y una belleza
severa. Esperanza no quiere pertenecer —ni a su barrio ni a las bajas expectativas que el
mundo le ofrece. La historia de Esperanza es la de una joven intentando alcanzar su propio
poder e inventar su propio futuro.
The bestselling coming-of-age classic, acclaimed by critics, beloved by readers of all ages,
taught in schools and universities alike, and translated around the world—from the winner of the
2019 PEN/Nabokov Award for Achievement in International Literature. The House on Mango
Street is the remarkable story of Esperanza Cordero, a young Latina girl growing up in
Chicago, inventing for herself who and what she will become. Told in a series of vignettessometimes heartbreaking, sometimes deeply joyous-Sandra Cisneros' masterpiece is a classic
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story of childhood and self-discovery. Few other books in our time have touched so many
readers.
LitPlan Teacher Packs have a foundation of materials for teaching works of literature. Over one
hundred pages including short answer study questions, multiple choice quiz questions,
discussion questions, writing assignments, vocabulary worksheets, daily lessons, unit tests,
games, puzzles, review materials, bulletin board ideas, and much more.
First Published in 2002. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
A panorama of literature by Latinos, whether born or resident in the United States.

A collection of essays exploring various aspects of Sandra Cisneros' novel "The
House on Mango Street."
Have You Seen Marie? showcases the storytelling magic of Sandra Cisneros,
beloved author of The House on Mango Street and winner of the 2019
PEN/Nabokov Award for Achievement in International Literature. This lyrically
told, richly illustrated fable for adults is the tale of a woman's search, in the wake
of her mother's death, for a missing cat-and a reminder that love, even when it
goes astray, does not stay lost forever.
The essays in this volume discuss narrative strategies employed by international
writers when dealing with rape and sexual violence, whether in fiction, poetry,
memoir, or drama. In developing these new feminist readings of rape narratives,
the contributors aim to incorporate arguments about trauma and resistance in
order to establish new dimensions of healing. This book makes a vital
contribution to the fields of literary studies and feminism, since while other
volumes have focused on retroactive portrayals of rape in literature, to date none
has focused entirely on the subversive work that is being done to retheorize
sexual violence. Split into four sections, the volume considers sexual violence
from a number of different angles. 'Subverting the Story' considers how the
characters of the victim and rapist might be subverted in narratives of sexual
violence. In 'Metaphors for Resistance,' the essays explore how writers approach
the subject of rape obliquely using metaphors to represent their suffering and
pain. The controversy of not speaking about sexual violence is the focus of 'The
Protest of Silence,' while 'The Question of the Visual' considers the problems of
making sexual violence visible in the poetic image, in film and on stage. These
four sections cover an impressive range of world writing which includes
curriculum staples like Toni Morrison, Sarah Kane, Sandra Cisneros, Yvonne
Vera, and Sharon Olds.
In 1978, six Vietnamese refugees were pulled from the sea just off California. In
San Diego, a little girl's matter-of-fact innocence masks the ghostly traumas that
still haunt her: the cataclysm that engulfed her homeland; the memory of a
brother who drowned; the heartbreaking spectacle of her parents trying to make
a new home, their struggle backlit by the memory of a forbidden love when they
were young. lê thi diem thúy has revealed a world of great beauty and enormous
sorrows. The Gangster We Are All Looking For is an authentically original novel
about remembering and forgetting, about home and family, and about trying to
find a place - and voice - in a new world. 'A beautiful, deeply moving story of a
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family. The more I read, the more I felt the family was mine' Jonathan Safran
Foer, author of Everything is Illuminated 'lê's novel flows in luminous paragraphs
that mingle past and present' VOGUE
James Nagel offers the first systematic history and definition of the short-story
cycle as exemplified in contemporary American fiction, bringing attention to the
format's wide appeal among various ethnic groups. He examines in detail eight
recent manifestations of the genre, all praised by critics while uniformly
misidentified as novels. Nagel proposes that the short-story cycle, with its
concentric as opposed to linear plot development possibilities, lends itself
particularly well to exploring themes of ethnic assimilation, which mirror some of
the major issues facing American society today.
"An introduction to Sandra Cisneros's novel The House on Mango Street for high
school students, which includes biographical background on the author,
explanations of various literary devices and techniques, and literary criticism for
the novice reader"--Provided by publisher.
Discusses the writing of The house on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros.
Includes critical essays on the work and a brief biography of the author.
Seminar paper from the year 2003 in the subject American Studies - Literature,
grade: 2 (B), University of Potsdam (Anglistics/ American Studies), course:
Feminist Chicana Writing, 9 entries in the bibliography, language: English,
abstract: Sandra Cisneros is one of the most popular feminist Chicana writers.
She was born in Chicago in 1954 as the only daughter among six brothers of a
Mexican - American mother and a Mexican father. In her early childhood the
family moved a lot between Chicago and Mexico City, where her grandparents
lived, so Cisneros never felt at home anywhere. Hence, she spent most of her
time reading for the family's mobility prevented the development of friendships.
When she attended college in 1974 she started writing poetry and prose in a
creative writing class. There she created a style of writing that was intentionally
opposite to those of her classmates. After receiving her M.A. at the University of
Iowa she worked in a Chicano barrio in Chicago teaching high school dropouts
and later on as an administrative assistant at Loyola University Chicago. Today
she lives in San Antonio and is working on a new novel. In the following the
depiction of women in her novel "The House on Mango Street" will be examined.
This novel consists of a series of vignettes describing the growing up of the
young girl Esperanza in a barrio in Chicago as she herself reflects it with her
youthful naivety. She characterises different people, particularly women
respectively girls surrounding her in various situations and depicts the living
conditions of the barrio in general. The different female characters appearing in
the novel will be analysed in reference to their deprived situation concerning
race, gender and class. To that end the author will initially give an insight into the
image and role of women in the Mexican - American culture. Accordingly the
analysis of the different characters acting in various situations against the
background of this will follow. The li
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Following Common Core Standards, this lesson plan for Sandra Cisneros', "The House
on Mango Street" is the perfect solution for teachers trying to get ideas for getting
students excited about a book. BookCaps lesson plans cover five days worth of
material. It includes a suggested reading schedule, discussion questions, essay topics,
homework assignments, and suggested web resources. This book also includes a
study guide to the book, which includes chapter summaries, overview of characters,
plot summary, and overview of themes. Both the study guide and the lesson plan may
be purchased individually; buy as a combo, however, and save.
In a riveting firsthand account, Emy Cajipe recounts her experience surviving Super
Typhoon Haiyan, which devastated the city of Tacloban and surrounding areas in
November 2013. Beginning with a snapshot of her childhood in the Philippines, Emy
paints a picture of the country she knew when it was still whole and beautiful, with its
social complexities and lush landscape. Her spellbinding story parallels her struggle in
the days following Haiyan with the experience of her family in the United States as they
search and wait for her return. Visible Darkness is a gripping tale that fills in the gaps
left by the media after a catastrophe and provides insight into the lives of those who
have experienced natural disaster. This will change the way you see the world.
Unsettling the Bildungsroman combines genre and cultural theory and offers a crossethnic comparative approach to the tradition of the female novel of development and
the American coming-of-age narrative. Examines the work of Jamaica Kincaid, Sandra
Cisneros, Maxine Hong Kingston, and Audre Lorde.
The work of one of the earliest Mexican American women writers who focused on life
lived between two cultures and nations is the subject of this new literary study.
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