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Learning Legal Skills And Reasoning
Confused by cases? Stuck on statutes? Or just unsure where to start with writing,
research or revision? The Insider’s Guide to Legal Skills will show you what you
need to succeed, applying skills in their real-world context and helping you get to
grips with legal method and thinking. Making use of problem-based learning and
examples throughout, this practical and accessible guide will provide you with a
clear guide to skills within the law degree and how to make the most of them in
assessment, but also help you to see their importance to a future legal career.
Designed for LLB/GDL students who want a clear overview of what a law degree
is all about, the book has been built on the skills curriculum, and is a suitable text
for Legal Skills, Methods and Reasoning courses as well as a general
introduction to law, or pre-reading for those considering a law degree.
Modeling Legal Argument provides a comprehensive treatment of case-based
reasoning and a detailed description of a computer program called Hypo, that
models the way attorneys argue with cases, real and hypothetical. The program
offers significant advantages over "keyword" case retrieval systems in the legal
field and demonstrates how to design expert systems that assist the user by
presenting reasonable alternative answers on all sides of an issue and by citing
case examples to explain their advice.Hypo analyzes problem situations dealing
with trade secrets disputes, retrieves relevant legal cases from its database and
fashions them into reasonable legal arguments about who should win. The
arguments demonstrate the program's ability to reason symbolically with past
cases, to draw factual analogies between cases, to cite them in arguments, to
distinguish them, and to pose counter-examples and hypotheticals based on past
cases.Modeling Legal Argument discusses the law as a paradigm of case-based
argument, introduces Hypo and its adversarial reasoning process, provides an
overview of the Hypo program, and gives extended examples of the model's
reasoning capabilities. It describes the case knowledge base, a dimensional
index, basic mechanisms of case-based reasoning, and offers a theory of casebased argument in Hypo. Ashley evaluates Hypo's performance and takes up
adversarial case-based reasoning beyond the law and extensions of the Hypo
model.Kevin D. Ashley is a Research Scientist at the Learning Research an
Development Center and Assistant Professor of Law at the University of
Pittsburgh. Modeling Legal Argument is included in the Artificial Intelligence and
Legal Reasoning series, edited by L. Thorne McCarty and Edwina L. Rissland.
Legal Reasoning, Research, and Writing for International Graduate Students,
Fifth Edition, helps international students understand and approach legal
reasoning and writing the way law students and attorneys do in the United
States. With concise and clear text, Professor Nedzel introduces the unique and
important features of the American legal system and American law schools.
Using clear instruction, examples, visual aids, and practice exercises, she
teaches practical lawyering skills with sensitivity to the challenges of ESL
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students. New to the Fifth Edition: Streamlined presentation makes the material
even more accessible. Chapters are short, direct, and to the point. Five chapters
on reasoning and writing, including exam skills, office memos, and rewriting. Full
chapters on contract drafting and scholarly writing. New flowcharts provide a
concise, visual overview for each chapter. Citation coverage updated to new 21st
edition of The Bluebook. Simplified examples and exercises. Three thoroughly
revised chapters on legal research, including non-fee legal research and
technological changes in the practice of U.S. law. Professors and student will
benefit from: Comparative perspective informs readers about the unique features
of American law as compared to civil law, Islamic law, and Asian traditions.
Explanations of practical skills assume no former knowledge of the American
legal system. U.S. law school necessary skills explained immediately: case
briefing, creating a course outline, time management, reading citations, and
writing answers to hypothetical exam questions. Short, lucid chapters that
reiterate major points to aid comprehension. Clear introductions to writing
hypothetical-based exams, legal memoranda, contract drafting and scholarly
writing. An integrated approach to proper citation format, with explanation and
instruction provided in context. Discussion of plagiarism and U.S. law school
honor codes. Practical skill-building exercises in each chapter. Research
exercises are primarily Internet-based Charts and summaries that are useful
learning aids and reference tools
The only title aimed directly at introducing students to the law that deals with
legal skills and methods in a comprehensive way, Holland and Webb's Learning
Legal Rules provides a clear and accessible treatment of research skills,
precedent and statutory interpretation. This new edition hasbeen extensively
rewritten and reorganized to fit the needs of today's law students, and contains
added guidance on interpreting statutes; an extended introductory chapter; more
diagrams; and a new clear layout and text design. It is accompanied by a new
Companion Website containing samplechapters; key questions and guidance;
diagrams; and useful legal links.
This book's purpose is to better prepare law students and lawyers for the practice
of law by providing them with a firm foundation in legal reasoning, showing them
how to apply legal reasoning skills to facts, and teaching them legal problem
solving. I will do this by focusing explicitly on the different types of legal reasoning
and the types of miniskills needed to develop the different types of legal
reasoning.The chapters in this book will present the different types of legal
reasoning, the miniskills that are related to the different types of legal reasoning,
and how to use these miniskills in combination. Chapter One discusses the five
types of legal reasoning. Chapter Two will teach you how to be a critical and
engaged reader and analyze cases, skills that are needed before you can learn
the other miniskills in detail. Chapter Three concerns reasoning by analogy,
which involves showing how your case is like a precedent case. Chapter Four
examines rule-based reasoning, and how to apply rules to facts. Chapter Five
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involves synthesizing cases into rules, which is an important skill in establishing
the law. Chapter Six investigates statutory interpretation. Chapter Seven brings
the prior chapters together, by demonstrating how the different types of legal
reasoning relate to the small-scale paradigm (how to organize a simple analysis).
Chapter Eight fills in this paradigm by examining how to respond to opposing
arguments and distinguish cases. Finally, Chapter Nine serves as a capstone to
this book with its presentation of advanced problem solving and creative thinking.
The appendices cover how the American legal system developed and canons of
statutory construction.One of the purposes of this book is to allow law students to
learn legal skills independently. I want students to be able to get immediate
feedback on their learning. Consequently, I have put answers to the exercises at
the end of each chapter.
Written to provide an integrated teaching tool for courses in legal method, this
book encourages debate and critical thinking in new students. It covers the "how
to" of language skills, study skills, argument skills and legal knowledge.
Written by leading authors with extensive experience in both teaching and
practice, this established and trusted title equips the student with all the
techniques of legal research, analysis, and argument they will need for their law
course and beyond. Holland & Webb take an engaging and practical approach
with examples and exercises throughout which allow students to develop their
knowledge and their reasoning skills making this an ideal text for first year
students. Online resources Learning Legal Rules is accompanied by online
resources, complete with 200 multiple choice questions with feedback for
students.
Political Ideologies provides a broad-ranging introduction to both the classical
and contemporary political ideologies. Adopting a global outlook, it introduces
readers to ideologies' increasingly global reach and the different national
versions of these ideologies. Importantly, ideologies arepresented as frameworks
of interpretation and political commitment, encouraging readers to evaluate how
ideologies work in practice, the problematic links between ideas and political
action, and the impact of ideologies. Regular learning features encourage
readers to think critically about ideologies, and view them as competing and
contestable ways of interpreting the world. A unique "stop and think" feature calls
for readers to reflect on their own ideological beliefs.Online Resources:Political
Ideologies is accompanied by comprehensive online resources, to support
political ideology courses.For students: * Further reading and resources for each
chapter to help students to undertake further research and deepen their
understanding and critical thinking;* Regular updates help students to keep up to
date with ideologies as frameworks of understanding and political action in the
real world.For lecturers:* Indicative answers to questions in the book provide a
framework for approaching these;* Powerpoint slides to support each chapter,
providing an overview and key points to help with planning;* Further discussion
and debate ideas, for use in seminars, encourage big picture thinking about the
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relationships between ideologies.
The concept of learning to ‘think like a lawyer’ is one of the cornerstones of legal
education in the United States and beyond. In this book, Jeffrey Lipshaw provides a
critique of the traditional views of ‘thinking like a lawyer’ or ‘pure lawyering’ aimed at
lawyers, law professors, and students who want to understand lawyering beyond the
traditional warrior metaphor. Drawing on his extensive experience at the intersection of
real world law and business issues, Professor Lipshaw presents a sophisticated
philosophical argument that the "pure lawyering" of traditional legal education is
agnostic to either truth or moral value of outcomes. He demonstrates pure lawyering’s
potential both for illusions of certainty and cynical instrumentalism, and the
consequences of both when lawyers are called on as dealmakers, policymakers, and
counsellors. This book offers an avenue for getting beyond (or unlearning) merely how
to think like a lawyer. It combines legal theory, philosophy of knowledge, and doctrine
with an appreciation of real-life judgment calls that multi-disciplinary lawyers are called
upon to make. The book will be of great interest to scholars of legal education, legal
language and reasoning as well as professors who teach both doctrine and thinking
and writing skills in the first year law school curriculum; and for anyone who is
interested in seeking a perspective on ‘thinking like a lawyer’ beyond the litigation
arena.
Gunpowder studies are still in their infancy despite the long-standing civil and military
importance of this explosive since its discovery in China in the mid-ninth century AD. In
this second volume by contributors who meet regularly at symposia of the International
Committee for the History of Technology (ICOHTEC), the research is again rooted in
the investigation of the technology of explosives manufacture, but the fact that the
chapters range in scope from the Old World to the New, from sources of raw materials
in south-east Asia to the complications of manufacture in the West, shows that the story
is more than the simple one of how an intriguing product was made. This volume is the
first to develop the implications of the subject, not just in the sense of relating it to
changing military technologies, but in that of seeing the securing of gunpowder supplies
as fundamental to the power of the state and imperial pretensions.The search for
saltpetre, for example, an essential ingredient of gunpowder, became a powerful engine
of sea-going European trade from the early seventeenth century. Smaller states like
Venice were unable to form these distant connections, and so to sustain a gunpowder
army. Stronger states like France and Britain were able to do so, and became even
more powerful as the demand for improved explosives fostered national strengths leading to a development of the sciences, especially chemistry, in the former case, and
of manufacturing techniques in the latter.
This book considers the inherent complexities of private law; relevant to property, tort,
contract, legal method and legal theory.
Fully updated with all of the latest developments, this will give you a full understanding
of the English Legal System.
Introduction to Problem-based Learning teaches students how to work with the problembased learning method, which requires mainly self-directed learning. Particular attention
is given to the necessary skills to apply this method effectively. Why Introduction to
Problem-based Llearning? • comprehensible introduction in the problem-based learning
method • enables students to experience the full potential of this concept • discusses
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the use of digital devices Introduction to Problem-based learning provides students with
the necessary skills to operate within as well as outside problem-based groups. It
discusses issues like: How do you take on a problem? How do you collaborate with
others? How do you deal with cultural diversity? How do you lead a tutorial group? How
can you organize your studies best? Special attention is given to the use of computers,
tablets and internet in a problem-based environment.
The 'Anthem Short Revision Papers 11+ and 12+ Verbal Reasoning Book 1' features a
wide range of short revision tests, and is perfect for highlighting weak spots as well as
consolidating skills.
Law students, law professors, and lawyers frequently refer to the process of "thinking
like a lawyer," but attempts to analyze in any systematic way what is meant by that
phrase are rare. In his classic book, Kenneth J. Vandevelde defines this elusive phrase
and identifies the techniques involved in thinking like a lawyer. Unlike most legal
writings, which are plagued by difficult, virtually incomprehensible language, this book is
accessible and clearly written and will help students, professionals, and general readers
gain important insight into this well-developed and valuable way of thinking. Updated for
a new generation of lawyers, the second edition features a new chapter on
contemporary perspectives on legal reasoning. A useful new appendix serves as a
survival guide for current and prospective law students and describes how to apply the
techniques in the book to excel in law school.
"Learning Legal Rules brings together the theory, structure, and practice of legal
reasoning in a readily accessible style. The book explains how to find and make use of
legal materials, and offers an overview of the techniques of legal analysis and
argument, and the operation of precedent and statutory interpretation. The authors also
examine the permeating influence of EC Law and the legal method employed by
Continental legal systems." "This fifth edition has been extensively rewritten and
reorganized, with a new, clearer layout, to ensure that it continues to fit the needs of
law students. It contains more guidance on interpreting statutes, an extended
introductory chapter entitled 'What is Law?', and new material on the Human Rights
Act."--BOOK JACKET.
A vital book by industry thought leader and global AI expert, Dr. Lance Eliot, and based on his
popular AI Insider series and podcasts, this fascinating book provides pioneering advances for
the field of AI and Law, doing so with a focus on AI and Legal Reasoning (AILR). Included are
keen insights about the practical application of Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Machines
Learning (ML).
In the absence of a sound conception of the judicial role, judges at present can be said to be
'muddling along'. They disown the declaratory theory of law but continue to behave and think
as if it had not been discredited. Much judicial reasoning still exhibits an unquestioning
acceptance of positivism and a 'rulish' predisposition. Formalistic thinking continues to exert a
perverse influence on the legal process. This 2005 book dismantles these outdated theories
and seeks to bridge the gap between legal theory and judicial practice. The author propounds
a coherent and comprehensive judicial methodology for modern times. Founded on the truism
that the law exists to serve society, and adopting the twin criteria of justice and
contemporaneity with the times, a judicial methodology is developed which is realistic and
pragmatic and which embraces a revised conception of practical reasoning, including in that
conception a critical role for legal principles.
Language skills, study skills, argument skills and legal knowledge are vital to every law
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student, professional lawyer and academic. Legal Method, Skills and Reasoning suggests a
range of 'how-to' techniques for perfecting these academic and practical skills. It explains how
to work with legal texts; how to read and write about the law; how to acquire effective
disciplined study techniques; and how to construct legal arguments. Packed full of practical
examples and diagrams across the range of legal skills from language and research skills to
mooting and negotiation, this edition will be invaluable to law students seeking to acquire a
deeper understanding of how to apply each discreet legal skill effectively. This restructured
third edition is now additionally supported by a Companion Website offering a wealth of
additional resources for individual and group work for both students and lecturers. For
students, the Companion Website offers: workbooks for each part, containing guided practical
and reflective tasks a series of ‘how-to’ exercises, which help to provide real-life legal skills
examples and practice guidance on answering legal problem and essay-style questions selftest quizzes to consolidate learning for each individual legal skill. For lecturers, the Companion
Website hosts: a set of PowerPoint slides of the diagrams in the text specimen seminar plans,
with supplementary notes to provide support and inspiration for teaching legal skills sample
legal skills assessment, and accompanying answers.
Learning Legal Skills and ReasoningRoutledge
This pioneering study on environmental case-law examines how courts engage with science
and reviews legitimate styles of judicial reasoning.
A comprehensive and accessible guide to the academic and practical skills needed in the
study of law, including essential techniques for legal research, reasoning, writing, advocacy,
negotiation, interviewing and advising. Also features an extensive section on career
development.
Available individually by volume 1. Logic, Probability, and Presumption in Legal Reasoning
(0-8153-2655-6) 416 pages 2. Precedents, Statutes, and Analysis of Legal Concepts
(0-8153-2656-4) 400 pages 3. Moral Theory and Legal Reasoning (0-8153-2657-2) 408 pages
4. Evolution and Revolution in Theories of Legal Reasoning (0-8153-2658-0) 400 pages 5.
Scientific Models of Legal Reasoning (0-8153-2757-9) 424 pages
How can multilingualism and legal certainty be reconciled in EU law? Despite the importance
of multilingualism for the European project, it has attracted only limited attention from legal
scholars. This book provides a valuable contribution to this otherwise neglected area. Whilst
firmly situated within the field of EU law, the book also employs theories developed in
linguistics and translation studies. More particularly, it explores the uncertainty surrounding the
meaning of multilingual EU law and the impact of multilingualism on judicial reasoning at the
European Court of Justice. To reconceptualize legal certainty in EU law, the book highlights
the importance of transparent judicial reasoning and dialogue between courts and suggests a
discursive model for adjudication at the European Court of Justice. Based on both theory and
case law analysis, this interdisciplinary study is an important contribution to the field of
European legal reasoning and to the study of multilingualism within EU legal scholarship.

Language skills, study skills, argument skills and legal knowledge are vital to every law
student, professional lawyer and academic. Learning Legal Skills and Reasoning
discusses the main sources of English law and explains how to work with legal texts in
order to construct credible legal arguments which can be applied in coursework, exams
or presentations. Learning Legal Skills and Reasoning Discusses how to find and
understand sources of both domestic and European Union Law Develops effective
disciplined study techniques, including referencing, general reading, writing and oral
skills and explains how to make good use of the university print and e-library Contains
chapters on writing law essays, problem questions and examinations, and on oral skills
including presentations and mediation skills Packed full of practical examples and
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diagrams across the range of legal skills from language and research skills to mooting
and negotiation, this textbook will be invaluable to law students seeking to acquire a
range of discreet legal skills in order to use them together to produce competent
assessed work.
At least since plato and Aristotle, thinkers have pondered the relationship between
philosophical arguments and the "sophistical" arguments offered by the Sophists -- who
were the first professional lawyers. Judges wield substantial political power, and the
justifications they offer for their decisions are a vital means by which citizens can
assess the legitimacy of how that power is exercised. However, to evaluate judicial
justifications requires close attention to the method of reasoning behind decisions. This
new collection illuminates and explains the political and moral importance in justifying
the exercise of judicial power.
Bond Verbal Reasoning 11+ Multiple-choice Test Papers Pack 1 are realistic 11+ timed
test papers, with full answers included. Each mock test paper enables children to
simulate the test, developing critical exam techniques of following instructions, reading
the question carefully and time management that will build confidence ahead of the test.
Judicial Reasoning under the UK Human Rights Act is a collection of essays written by
leading experts in the field, which examines judicial decision-making under the UK's de
facto Bill of Rights. The book focuses both on changes in areas of substantive law and
the techniques of judicial reasoning adopted to implement the Act. The contributors
therefore consider first general Convention and Human Rights Act concepts – statutory
interpretation, horizontal effect, judicial review, deference, the reception of Strasbourg
case-law – since they arise across all areas of substantive law. They then proceed to
examine not only the use of such concepts in particular fields of law (privacy, family
law, clashing rights, discrimination and criminal procedure), but also the modes of
reasoning by which judges seek to bridge the divide between familiar common law and
statutory doctrines and those in the Convention.
Among the many new skills law students have to acquire, using legal materials and
solving legal problems are possibly the most important. It was with this in mind that the
authors wrote this book which could be used to support a course of study in legal
method, or be used as a self-teaching guide to the subject.
Language skills,study skills, argument skills and legal knowledge are vital to every law
student, professional lawyer and academic. Legal Method Reasoning offers a range of
'how to' techniques for acquiring these skills. It shows how to handle and use legal
texts, how to read and write about the law, how to acquire disciplined study techniques
and how to construct legal arguments. This new edition will be of value to both
undergraduate and postgraduate law students.
"Language skills, study skills, argument skills and the skills associated with dispute
resolution are vital to every law student, professional lawyer and academic. The fifth
edition of Learning Legal Skills and Reasoning discusses the main sources of English
law and explains how to work with legal texts in order to construct credible legal
arguments which can be applied in coursework, exams or presentations. This book:
Discusses how to find and understand sources of both domestic and European Union
Law. Develops effective disciplined study techniques, including referencing, general
reading, writing and oral skills and explains how to make good use of the university
print and e-library. Contains chapters on writing law essays, problem questions and
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examinations, and on oral skills including presentations and mediation skills. Packed
full of practical examples and diagrams across the range of legal skills from language
and research skills to mooting and negotiation, this textbook will be invaluable to law
students seeking to acquire a range of discrete legal skills in order to use them together
to produce competent assessed work"-This book is a selection of articles and chapters published over Martin Golding's
academic career. Golding's approach to the philosophy of law is that it contains
conceptual and normative issues and in this volume logical issues in legal reasoning
are examined, and various theories of law are critically discussed. Normative questions
are dealt with regarding the rule of law and criminal law defenses, and the concept of
rights and the terminology of rights are analyzed. Much of Golding's work is criticalhistorical as well as constructive. This volume will prove an informative and useful
collection for scholars and students of the philosophy of law.
Employability Skills for Law Students is designed to help you: * identify the academic,
practical and transferable skills that can be developed whilst studying for a law degree;
* recognise the value of those skills to employers (within both law and non-law
professions); * identify any gaps in your skills portfolio; * maximise opportunities to
develop new skills through participation in a range of activities; * effectively
demonstrate your skills to potential employers; * improve your employability prospects
on graduation from university. Whether you are in your first year or your last, this book
will ensure you make the most of your time at university, developing skills inside and
outside the lecture theatre, so that you are in the best possible position to pursue your
chosen career on graduation - as a solicitor, barrister, or a completely different
profession. An interactive Online Resource Centre provides a range practical activities
designed to give you opportunities to practise and receive feedback upon the skills you
are developing.
The best-selling legal skills textbook in the market, Legal Skills is the essential guide for
law students, encompassing all the academic and practical skills in one manageable
volume.
This book attempts to demonstrate how the problems of understanding legal reasoning
replicate difficulties encountered in the philosophy of language. At the same time, it
challenges the attempts that have been made to harness approaches from within that
discipline to illuminate legal reasoning. An introductory section deals with some
preliminary matters in considering the nature of the relationship between legal theory
and the practice of law, the scope of legal reasoning, and the role of the judge. Then
the suggestion is made that the practice at the heart of legal reasoning is itself a
manifestation of the way in which the limitations of language and the incompleteness of
human experience at the same time provide the opportunity for coherent development,
as well as displaying an inherent instability. The final section considers some of the
implications of this suggestion for the practice of legal definition, an institutional
approach to law, the general possibility of providing a theoretical model of law, and the
nature of law's critical aperture.
The field of artificial intelligence (AI) and the law is on the cusp of a revolution that
began with text analytic programs like IBM's Watson and Debater and the open-source
information management architectures on which they are based. Today, new legal
applications are beginning to appear and this book - designed to explain computational
Page 8/9

Read PDF Learning Legal Skills And Reasoning
processes to non-programmers - describes how they will change the practice of law,
specifically by connecting computational models of legal reasoning directly with legal
text, generating arguments for and against particular outcomes, predicting outcomes
and explaining these predictions with reasons that legal professionals will be able to
evaluate for themselves. These legal applications will support conceptual legal
information retrieval and allow cognitive computing, enabling a collaboration between
humans and computers in which each does what it can do best. Anyone interested in
how AI is changing the practice of law should read this illuminating work.
Language skills, study skills, argument skills and the skills associated with dispute
resolution are vital to every law student, professional lawyer and academic. The 5th
edition of Learning Legal Skills and Reasoning draws on a range of areas of law to
show how these key skills can be learnt and mastered, bridging the gap between
substantive legal subjects and the skills required to become a successful law student.
The book is split into four sections: Sources of law: Including domestic, European and
international law. Working with the law: Featuring advice on how to find and understand
the most appropriate legislation and cases. Applying your research: How to construct a
legal argument, answer a problem question and present orally (mooting). Skills for
solving disputes: From negotiation to mediation and beyond. Packed full of practical
examples and diagrams to illustrate each legal skill, this new edition has been fully
updated and now includes a new chapter on drafting. It will be an essential companion
for any student wishing to acquire the legal skills necessary to become a successful law
student.
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