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The platoon leader and platoon sergeant are two of the most
important leaders in the U.S. Army. The way platoon leaders
and sergeants work together as a team can cause the
success or failure of companies, battalions, brigades, and
divisions. They represent the leading edge of leadership on
and off the battlefield. On the battlefield, platoon leaders and
sergeants build their platoons, empower squad leaders,
integrate outside elements, and use troop-leading procedures
to plan and lead. Off the battlefield, platoon leaders and
sergeants prepare their platoon for combat through tough
training. The platoon leader and platoon sergeant's ability to
coach, teach, and mentor their Soldiers leads directly to the
readiness of our formations. World-wide, platoon leaders and
sergeants are personally leading the U.S. Army at the lowest
level. This handbook is a guide for new leaders to help
prepare them for a critical crucible of leadership that will
determine the U.S. Army's ability to fight and win our
country's wars.
'Powerful' Barack Obama 'Searing' New York Times How do
you comfort a man who has just lost his best friend? How
does it feel to see fear in your wife’s eyes? What does it
mean to come home? In one of the most acclaimed and
celebrated collections of stories for years, Redeployment
takes readers to the frontlines of the wars in Iraq, asking us to
understand what happened there, and what happened to the
soldiers who returned.
A New York Times Bestseller! From the racetrack to the
battlefield—dauntless, fearless, and exemplar of Semper
Fi—she was Reckless, "pride of the Marines." A Mongolian
mare who was bred to be a racehorse, Ah-Chim-Hai, or
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Flame-of-the-Morning, belonged to a young boy named KimHuk-Moon. In order to pay for a prosthetic leg for his sister,
Kim made the difficult decision to sell his beloved companion.
Lieutenant Eric Pedersen purchased the bodacious mare and
renamed her Reckless, for the Recoilless Rifles Platoon, AntiTank Division, of the 5th Marines she’d be joining. The fourlegged equine braved minefields and hailing shrapnel to
deliver ammunition to her division on the frontlines. In one
day alone, performing fifty-one trips up and down treacherous
terrain, covering a distance of over thirty-five miles, and
rescuing wounded comrades-in-arms, Reckless
demonstrated her steadfast devotion to the Marines who had
become her herd. Despite only measuring about thirteen
hands high, this pint-sized equine became an American hero.
Reckless was awarded two Purple Hearts for her valor and
was officially promoted to staff sergeant twice, a distinction
never bestowed upon an animal before or since. Author
Robin Hutton has reignited excitement about this nearly
forgotten legend, realizing the Sgt. Reckless Memorial
Monument at the National Museum of the Marine Corps,
completed in July 2013, and now spurring the creation of a
second memorial at Camp Pendleton, California, where
Reckless lived out the rest of her days. The paperback edition
includes a new foreword by General James F. Amos, 35th
Commandant of the U.S. Marine Corps. It will appeal to fans
of Laura Hillenbrand's Seabiscuit, Elizabeth Letts' The Eighty
Dollar Champion, and the feature film War Horse.
The Commandant's Planning Guidance (CPG) provides the
38th Commandant's strategic direction for the Marine Corps
and mirrors the function of the Secretary of Defense's
Defense Planning Guidance (DPG). It serves as the
authoritative document for Service-level planning and
provides a common direction to the Marine Corps Total
Force. It also serves as a road map describing where the
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Marine Corps is going and why; what the Marine Corps force
development priorities are and are not; and, in some
instances, how and when prescribed actions will be
implemented. This CPG serves as my Commandant's Intent
for the next four years. As Commandant Neller observed,
"The Marine Corps is not organized, trained, equipped, or
postured to meet the demands of the rapidly evolving future
operating environment." I concur with his diagnosis.
Significant change is required to ensure we are aligned with
the 2018 National Defense Strategy (NDS) and DPG, and
further, prepared to meet the demands of the Naval Fleet in
executing current and emerging operational naval concepts.
Effecting that change will be my top priority as your 38th
Commandant. This CPG outlines my five priority focus areas:
force design, warfighting, education and training, core values,
and command and leadership. I will use these focal areas as
logical lines of effort to frame my thinking, planning, and
decision-making at Headquarters Marine Corps (HQMC), as
well as to communicate to our civilian leadership. This
document explains how we will translate those focus areas
into action with measurable outcomes. The institutional
changes that follow this CPG will be based on a long-term
view and singular focus on where we want the Marine Corps
to be in the next 5-15 years, well beyond the tenure of any
one Commandant, Presidential administration, or Congress.
We cannot afford to retain outdated policies, doctrine,
organizations, or force development strategies. The coming
decade will be characterized by conflict, crisis, and rapid
change - just as every decade preceding it. And despite our
best efforts, history demonstrates that we will fail to
accurately predict every conflict; will be surprised by an
unforeseen crisis; and may be late to fully grasp the
implications of rapid change around us. The Arab Spring,
West African Ebola Outbreak, Scarborough Shoal standoff,
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Russian invasion of eastern Ukraine, and weaponization of
social media are but a few recent examples illustrating the
point. While we must accept an environment characterized by
uncertainty, we cannot ignore strong signals of change nor be
complacent when it comes to designing and preparing the
force for the future. What is abundantly clear is that the future
operating environment will place heavy demands on our
Nation's Naval Services. Context and direction is clearly
articulated in the NDS and DPG as well as testimony from our
uniformed and civilian leadership. No further guidance is
required; we are moving forward. The Marine Corps will be
trained and equipped as a naval expeditionary force-inreadiness and prepared to operate inside actively contested
maritime spaces in support of fleet operations. In crisis
prevention and crisis response, the Fleet Marine Force acting as an extension of the Fleet - will be first on the scene,
first to help, first to contain a brewing crisis, and first to fight if
required to do so. The Marine Corps will be the "force of
choice" for the President, Secretary, and Combatant
Commander - "a certain force for an uncertain world" as
noted by Commandant Krulak. No matter what the crisis, our
civilian leaders should always have one shared thought Send in the Marines.
I'm Staying with My Boys is a firsthand look inside the life of
one of the greatest heroes of the Greatest Generation. Sgt.
John Basilone held off 3,000 Japanese troops at Guadalcanal
after his 15-member unit was reduced to three men. At Iwo
Jima he single-handedly destroyed an enemy blockhouse,
allowing his unit to capture an airfield. Minutes later he was
killed by an enemy artillery round. He was the only Marine in
World War II to have received the Medal of Honor, the Navy
Cross, and a Purple Heart and is arguably the most famous
Marine of all time. I'm Staying with My Boys is the only familyauthorized biography of Basilone, and it features photographs
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never before published. Distinctive among military
biographies, the story is told in first person, allowing readers
to experience his transformation, forged in the horrors of
battle, from aimless youth to war hero known as "Manila
John".
The Sunday Times Bestseller that inspired BBC drama Danny
Boy At the age of 23, Brian Wood was thrust into the front line
in Iraq, in the infamous Battle of Danny Boy. Ambushed, he
led a charge across open ground with insurgents firing at just
five soldiers. On his return, he was awarded the Military
Cross. But Brian's story had only just begun. Struggling to reintegrate into family life, he suffered from PTSD. Then, five
years later, a letter arrived: it summoned him to give evidence
at the Al-Sweady Inquiry into allegations of war crimes by
British soldiers during the Iraq invasion of 2003. After years of
public shame, Brian took the stand and delivered a powerful
testimony, and following the tense inquiry room scenes,
justice was finally served. Phil Shiner, the lawyer who made
the false accusations, was struck off and stripped of an
honorary doctorate. In this compelling memoir, Brian speaks
powerfully and movingly about the three battles in his life,
from being ambushed with no cover, to the mental battle to
adjust at home, to being falsely accused of hideous war
crimes. It's a remarkable and dark curve which ends with his
honour restored but, as he says, it was too little, too late.
"Readers who choose the book for the attraction of Navajo
code talking and the heat of battle will come away with more
than they ever expected to find."—Booklist, starred review
Throughout World War II, in the conflict fought against Japan,
Navajo code talkers were a crucial part of the U.S. effort,
sending messages back and forth in an unbreakable code
that used their native language. They braved some of the
heaviest fighting of the war, and with their code, they saved
countless American lives. Yet their story remained classified
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for more than twenty years. But now Joseph Bruchac brings
their stories to life for young adults through the riveting
fictional tale of Ned Begay, a sixteen-year-old Navajo boy
who becomes a code talker. His grueling journey is eyeopening and inspiring. This deeply affecting novel honors all
of those young men, like Ned, who dared to serve, and it
honors the culture and language of the Navajo Indians. An
ALA Best Book for Young Adults "Nonsensational and
accurate, Bruchac's tale is quietly inspiring..."—School Library
Journal

Final report of the National Commission on Terrorist
Attacks upon the United States.
Full color publication with photographs. A first of its kind,
this book-of, by, and for the noncommissioned officer
and petty officer-is a comprehensive explanation of the
enlisted leader across the U.S. Armed Services. It
complements The Armed Forces Officer, the latest
edition of which was published by NDU Press in 2007, as
well as the Services' NCO/PO manuals and handbooks.
Written by a team of Active, Reserve, and retired senior
enlisted leaders from all Service branches, this book
defines and describes how NCOs/POs fit into an
organization, centers them in the Profession of Arms,
explains their dual roles of complementing the officer and
enabling the force, and exposes their international
engagement. As Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
General Martin E. Dempsey writes in his foreword to the
book, "We know noncommissioned officers and petty
officers to have exceptional competence, professional
character, and soldierly grit-they are exemplars of our
Profession of Arms." Aspirational and fulfilling, this book
helps prepare young men and women who strive to
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become NCOs/POs, re-inspires serving enlisted leaders,
and stimulates reflection by those who have retired from
or left active service. It also gives those who have never
worn the uniform a better understanding of who these
exceptional men and women are, and why they are
properly known as the "Backbone of the Armed Forces."
Men Against Fire, first published in 1947 (and updated in
1961), is an in-depth analysis of military leadership and
infantry tactics, with numerous recommendations to
improve the effectiveness of ground troops in combat
situations. The psychology of combat (e.g., chapters
“Why Men Fight” and “Men Under Fire”) is also
examined by Marshall, himself a veteran of World War I
and a combat historian during World War II. S.L.A.
"Slam" Marshall was a veteran of World War I and a
combat historian during World War II. He startled the
military and civilian world in 1947 by announcing that, in
an average infantry company, no more than one in four
soldiers actually fired their weapons while in contact with
the enemy. His contention was based on interviews he
conducted immediately after combat in both the
European and Pacific theaters of World War II.
Our nation faces daunting challenges. Sometimes the
threat of terrorism or disaster comes from within. 1) Have
you ever wondered who terrorists really are and what
motivates them? 2) Are you aware of the measures our
government has taken to prevent terrorism? 3) What are
the protocols in place to assist when disaster strikes? 4)
What part has racism and racial profiling played in
antiterrorism? 5) What is Posse Comitatus? The Current
Fight Within is a resource for anyone interested in the
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many facets of how terrorism affects America. It provides
answers to many difficult questions to improve readers
basic knowledge of major concerns our country faces.
America only becomes as strong as the people
defending it. You do not have to be in the military, lawenforcement, emergency services or in politics to make
America strong. We can all make a difference to protect
our nation simply by becoming more educated in
antiterrorism. Edward Ackley draws on years of personal
experience in antiterrorism, law enforcement, and
infantry from his career in the Marine Corps as well as
his dedicated service to firefighting, and combines it with
sound research to provide this informative, fascinating,
easy to read book.
Thayer Soule couldn't believe his orders. As a junior
officer with no military training or indoctrination and less
than ten weeks of active duty behind him, he had been
assigned to be photographic officer for the First Marine
Division. The Corps had never had a photographic
division before, much less a field photographic unit. But
Soule accepted the challenge, created the unit from
scratch, established policies for photography, and led his
men into combat. Soule and his unit produced films and
photos of training, combat action pictures, and later,
terrain studies and photographs for intelligence
purposes. Though he had never heard of a photo-litho
set, he was in charge of using it for map production,
which would prove vital to the division. Shooting the
Pacific War is based on Soule's detailed wartime
journals. Soule was in the unique position to interact with
men at all levels of the military, and he provides
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intriguing closeups of generals, admirals, sergeants, and
privates -everyone he met and worked with along the
way. Though he witnessed the horror of war firsthand, he
also writes of the vitality and intense comradeship that
he and his fellow Marines experienced. Soule recounts
the heat of battle as well as the intense training before
and rebuilding after each campaign. He saw New
Zealand in the desperate days of 1942. His division was
rebuilt in Australia following Guadalcanal. After a stint
back in Quantico training more combat photographers,
he went to Guam and then to the crucible of Iwo Jima. At
war's end he was serving as Photographic Officer, Fleet
Marine Force Pacific, at Pearl Harbor.
The manual describes the general strategy for the U.S.
Marines but it is beneficial for not only every Marine to
read but concepts on leadership can be gathered to lead
a business to a family. If you want to see what make
Marines so effective this book is a good place to start.
Leading Marines, first published in 1995 and updated in
2014, is the US Marines' main publication describing its
leadership philosophy.
The United States Marine Corps is the largest such force
on the planet, and yet it is the smallest, most elite section
of the U.S. military, one with a long and storied history.
Here, in the most current version of the manual used by
the Corps itself, is the basic guidebook used by all rifle
platoon squad leaders. Discover: . the organization,
weapons, capabilities, and limitations of the Marine rifle
squad . the squad's role within a platoon and that of the
fire teams within the rifle squad . offensive and defensive
tactics and techniques . the various patrols squads
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conduct . numerous charts and illustrations . and much,
much more. Military buffs, war-gamers, and anyone
seeking to understand how American armed services are
being deployed in the ever-changing arena of modern
warfare will find this a fascinating and informative
document.
From American Grit co-star, former Marine Gunnery
Sergeant Tee Marie Hanible comes the story of how she
became a warrior...and how you can do it, too. In The
Warrior Code, entrepreneur, philanthropist, reality star,
and retired Gunnery Sergeant Tee Marie Hanible serves
up eleven principles to awaken your inner badass and
thrive in the face of adversity. After surviving the death of
her father, enduring foster care, and being expelled from
school, Tee joined military reform school, where she
began uncovering her inner warrior. As part of one of the
first female classes of recruits to complete the Marine
Corps Crucible and the Marine Combat Training, and as
the only woman to deploy with her unit to Iraq in 2003,
Tee tested her mettle and learned the key to becoming
an unbreakable woman. With insightful honesty and
wisdom, and set against the backdrop of Tee’s life, The
Warrior Code will help you understand that things can
beat us back from realizing our true potential...but the
key is finding the way to realize one’s own innate
strength.
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