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Martin Luther remains a popular, oft-quoted, referenced, lauded historical figure. He is often
seen as the fulcrum upon which the medieval turned into the modern, the last great medieval
or the first great modern; or, he is the Protestant hero, the virulent anti-Semite; the destroyer of
Catholic decadence, or the betrayer of the peasant cause. An important but contested figure,
he was all of these things. Understanding Luther's context helps us to comprehend how a
single man could be so many seemingly contradictory things simultaneously. Martin Luther in
Context explores the world around Luther in order to make the man and the Reformation
movement more understandable. Written by an international team of leading scholars, it
includes over forty short, accessible essays, all specially commissioned for this volume, which
reconstruct the life and world of Martin Luther. The volume also contextualizes the scholarship
and reception of Luther in the popular mind.
The Reformation transformed Europe, and left an indelible mark on the modern world. It began
as an argument about what Christians needed to do to be saved, but rapidly engulfed society
in a series of fundamental changes. This Very Short Introduction provides a lively and up-todate guide to the process. It explains doctrinal debates in a clear and non-technical way, but is
equally concerned to demonstrate the effects the Reformation had on politics, society, art, and
minorities. Peter Marshall argues that the Reformation was not a solely European
phenomenon, but that varieties of faith exported from Europe transformed Christianity into a
truly world religion. The complex legacy of the Reformation is also assessed; its religious
fervour produced remarkable stories of sanctity and heroism, and some extraordinary artistic
achievements, but violence, holy war, and martyrdom were equally its products. A paradox of
the Reformation - that it intensified intolerance while establishing pluralism - is one we still
wrestle with today. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
What does it mean to be a Catholic in today's world? What distinguishes the modern Catholic
from anyone else? At a time when the Vatican provokes hostility by its opposition to
contraception, abortion and the use of condoms in fighting AIDS, how many Catholics share its
views? And if they don't, how can they in good conscience stay in the Church? These are
among the many questions that writer and broadcaster Peter Stanford is addressing here.
There is a whole spectrum of response in this entertaining and enlightening collection.
'Fascinating... a surprisingly uplifting book.' Sunday Telegraph 'A hard-hitting book which
criticizes as much as it praises... it should be read by anyone interested in the phenomenon of
organized religion.' Spectator
In Dante in Love, A. N. Wilson presents a glittering study of an artist and his world, arguing that
without an understanding of medieval Florence, it is impossible to comprehend the meaning of
Dante's great poem. He explains how the Italian States were at that time locked into violent
feuds, mirrored in the ferocious competition between the Holy Roman Empire and the papacy.
He explores Dante's preoccupations with classical mythology, numerology and the great
Christian philosophers which inform every line of the Comedy. Dante in Love also lays bare the
enigma of the man who never wrote about the mother of his children, yet immortalized the
mysterious Beatrice, whom he barely knew. With a biographer's eye for detail and a novelist's
comprehension of the creative process, A N Wilson paints a masterful portrait of Dante
Alighieri and unlocks one of the seminal works of literature for a new generation of readers.
In this 'thrilling. . .profoundly important book' (Christopher Hart, Sunday Times) and Sunday
Times Top Ten Bestseller, the acclaimed author of Rubicon gives a panoramic-and timelyPage 1/12

Read PDF Martin Luther Catholic Dissident
account of the rise of Islam In the 6th century AD, the Near East was divided between two
great empires: the Persian and the Roman. A hundred years on, and one had vanished for
ever, while the other was a dismembered, bleeding trunk. In their place, a new superpower had
arisen: the empire of the Arabs. So profound was this upheaval that it spelled, in effect, the end
of the ancient world. But the changes that marked the period were more than merely political or
even cultural: there was also a transformation of human society with incalculable
consequences for the future. Today, over half the world's population subscribes to one of the
various religions that took on something like their final form during the last centuries of
antiquity. Wherever men or women are inspired by belief in a single god to think or behave in a
certain way, they bear witness to the abiding impact of this extraordinary, convulsive age though as Tom Holland demonstrates, much of what Jews, Christians and Muslims believe
about the origins of their religion is open to debate. In the Shadow of the Sword explores how a
succession of great empires came to identify themselves with a new and revolutionary
understanding of the divine. It is a story vivid with drama, horror and startling achievement, and
stars many of the most remarkable rulers ever seen. 'A compelling detective story of the
highest order, In the Shadow of the Sword is also a dazzlingly colourful journey into the world
of late antiquity. Every bit as thrilling a narrative history as Holland's previous works, In the
Shadow of the Sword is also a profoundly important book. It makes public and popular what
scholarship has been discovering for several decades now; and those discoveries suggest a
wholesale revision of where Islam came from and what it is' (Christopher Hart, Sunday Times)
For the first time since the Profumo scandal of the 1960s, the Astors’ own version of the
events at Cliveden is told. Peter Stanford has been granted unprecedented access to Lady
Astor, her private papers and her friends, as well as to many family members and key players
in the drama.
‘A hugely enjoyable, eccentric account of clerical heroism in the face of evil.’ Observer
‘Comedy and tragedy run side by side… Bracing and lively.’ The Times ‘An admiring study of
priests and ministers who have put their lives on the line.’ BBC History Magazine Who says
you can't fight fascism in a cassock? Wherever fascism has taken root, it has met with
resistance. From taking a bullet for a frightened schoolgirl in Alabama to saving Greek Jews
from extermination by way of fake IDs, each of the fifteen hard-drinking, chain-smoking clerics
featured in this book were willing to risk their lives for what they believed.
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT CATHOLICISM, ALL IN ONE PLACE This is
your go-to guide to the Catholic faith. It covers the basics and history of Catholicism, the
Catholic Church today and teachings and traditions. It is your comprehensive and essential
account of Catholic doctrine, faith and history. On the world stage, Catholicism is the largest of
the branches of Christianity with over 1.2 billion followers. How has the Catholic Church's
message reached into every corner of the globe, and what challenges does it face now and in
the future? Catholicism: A Complete Introduction is a thorough and structured overview of the
subject, covering the basics of the faith, the history of Catholicism, the role of the papacy, and
teachings and traditions within the Church. It includes topics as diverse as the role of women in
the Catholic Church, the celebrity of the Pope, and how 2000-year-old traditions still shape
what it is to be a Catholic in the 21st century. Broken down into easy-to read parts, it includes
insights, topic summaries and case studies to encourage further study and reflection. This
edition also examines the 'Francis effect', the extraordinary global impact of the election of
Pope Francis in 2013, and the shift his arrival has caused within and outside of the Church.
Whether you simply want to expand your knowledge of the Catholic faith, or you're studying for
an exam or essay, Catholicism: A Complete Introduction is your essential guide. ABOUT THE
SERIES The Complete Introduction series is the ultimate one-stop guide for anyone wanting a
comprehensive and accessible entry point into subjects as diverse as philosophy,
mathematics, psychology and practical electronics. Loved by students and perfect for general
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readers who simply want to learn more about the world around them, these books are your first
choice for discovering something new.
For centuries following the spread of Islam, the Middle East was far ahead of Europe. Yet, the
modern economy was born in Europe. Why was it not born in the Middle East? In this book
Jared Rubin examines the role that Islam played in this reversal of fortunes. It argues that the
religion itself is not to blame; the importance of religious legitimacy in Middle Eastern politics
was the primary culprit. Muslim religious authorities were given an important seat at the
political bargaining table, which they used to block important advancements such as the
printing press and lending at interest. In Europe, however, the Church played a weaker role in
legitimizing rule, especially where Protestantism spread (indeed, the Reformation was
successful due to the spread of printing, which was blocked in the Middle East). It was
precisely in those Protestant nations, especially England and the Dutch Republic, where the
modern economy was born.
It is the evening of 18 July 1898 and the world-renowned novelist Émile Zola is on the run. His
crime? Taking on the highest powers in the land with his open letter 'J'accuse' and losing.
Forced to leave Paris, with nothing but the clothes he is standing in and a nightshirt wrapped in
newspaper, Zola flees to England with no idea when he will return. This is the little-known story
of his time in exile. Rosen has traced Zola's footsteps from the Gare du Nord to London,
examining the significance of this year. The Disappearance of Zola offers an intriguing insight
into the mind, the loves, the politics and the work of the great writer.
Interviews with people of faith including: Sara Maitland | Sister Wendy Beckett | Delia Smith |
The Revd Richard Coles | Dermot O'Leary | Cherie Blair | Archbishop Desmond Tutu |
Bronwen Astor | Amos Oz | Nick Cave Peter Stanford has been interviewing people of faith
during his thirty-five years as a journalist at national papers including the Daily Telegraph, the
Independent and The Guardian, as well as for the church press. What fascinates him in such
conversations is how creating a space to talk unguardedly about faith unlocks so much more:
what shaped and continues to shape the public and private lives of high-profile names; how
those values connect with the work they are best known for; and why they believe the search
for faith makes them who they are. This collection of the best of his interviews - some with
household names, others with those not so immediately familiar, but all people of achievement
with a resonant story to tell - aims to lift the lid on a topic that has become increasingly
marginalised in the public square of our increasingly secular and sceptical society, where to 'do
God' can feel like breaking a taboo. Put together, the 44 subjects collectively demonstrate that,
rather than being all about doctrine and dogma, there are as many ways of exploring faith as
there are individuals currently doing it. These intriguing interviews with activists, writers and
artists, politicians, rebels and those who have taken vows will appeal to committed believers,
those on the fringes of faith, and those who look in from the outside with curiosity.
In this new and substantially expanded Third Edition, Philip Jenkins continues to illuminate the
remarkable expansion of Christianity in the global South--in Africa, Asia, and Latin America.
Drawing upon the extensive new scholarship that has appeared on this topic in recent years,
he asks how the new Christianity is likely to affect the poor, among whom it finds its most
devoted adherents. How should we interpret the enormous success of prosperity churches
across the Global South? Politically, what will be the impact of new Christian movements? Will
Christianity contribute to liberating the poor, to give voices to the previously silent, or does it
threaten only to bring new kinds of division and conflict? Does Christianity liberate women, or
introduce new scriptural bases for subjection? Acclaim for previous editions of The Next
Christendom: Named one of the Top Religion Books of 2002 by USA Today Named One of the
Top Ten Religion Books of the Year by Booklist (2002) Winner of the Christianity Today Book
Award in the category of "Christianity and Culture" (2002) "Jenkins is to be commended for
reminding us, throughout the often gripping pages of this lively work...that the history of
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Christianity is the history of innovative--and unpredictable--adaptations." --The New York
Times Book Review "This is a landmark book. Jenkin's thesis is comprehensively researched;
his analysis is full of insight; and his projection of the future may indeed prove to be prophetic."
--Baptist Times "A valuable and provocative look at the phenomenon widely ignored in the
affluent North but likely to be of enormous importance in the century ahead.... The Next
Christendom is chillingly realistic about the relationship between Christianity and Islam."
--Russell Shaw, Crisis "If the times demand nothing less than a major rethinking of
contemporary global history from a Christian perspective, The Next Christendom will be one of
the significant landmarks pointing the way." --Mark Noll, Books & Culture
Frank Longford often said during his long life that he would like his epitaph to be 'the outcast's
outcast'. It summed up a long career as a politician, writer and campaigner on social and
prison policy. This biography reveals one of the twentieth century's most intriguing figures.
The story of Catholicism in Britain from the Reformation to the present day, from a master of
popular history – 'A first-class storyteller' The Times Throughout the three hundred years that
followed the Act of Supremacy – which, by making Henry VIII head of the Church, confirmed in
law the breach with Rome – English Catholics were prosecuted, persecuted and penalised for
the public expression of their faith. Even after the passing of the emancipation acts Catholics
were still the victims of institutionalised discrimination. The first book to tell the story of the
Catholics in Britain in a single volume, The Catholics includes much previously unpublished
information. It focuses on the lives, and sometimes deaths, of individual Catholics – martyrs
and apostates, priests and laymen, converts and recusants. It tells the story of the men and
women who faced the dangers and difficulties of being what their enemies still call ‘Papists’. It
describes the laws which circumscribed their lives, the political tensions which influenced their
position within an essentially Anglican nation and the changes in dogma and liturgy by which
Rome increasingly alienated their Protestant neighbours – and sometime even tested the
loyalty of faithful Catholics. The survival of Catholicism in Britain is the triumph of more than
simple faith. It is the victory of moral and spiritual unbending certainty. Catholicism survives
because it does not compromise. It is a characteristic that excites admiration in even a
hardened atheist.
A thought-provoking reflection on the practice and history of pilgrimage, and a compelling
exploration of its relevance today.
Hubert Anvil is a 10 year old boy blessed with the voice of an angel. The Church hierarchy
decrees that Hubert should be turned into a castrato - an alteration that could bring Hubert
fame and fortune, but would also cut him off from an adult world he is curious to discover. In a
dystopian world where Martin Luther never reformed and where the Holy Office's power is
absolute, where will Hubert turn if he decides to defy their wishes?

'A compelling biography of one of the greatest men of the modern age. Stanford
is particularly brilliant on the tensions inside Luther's private and spiritual life. This
is a very fine book, written with a flourish.' Melvyn Bragg The 31st of October
2017 marks the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther pinning his 95 'Theses' - or
reform proposals - to the door of his local university church in Wittenberg. Most
scholars now agree that the details of this eye-catching gesture are more legend
than hammer and nails, but what is certainly true is that on this day (probably in a
letter to his local Archbishop in Mainz), the Augustinian Friar and theologian
issued an outspokenly blunt challenge to his own Catholic Church to reform itself
from within - especially over the sale of 'indulgences' - which ultimately
precipitated a huge religious and political upheaval right across Europe and
divided mainstream Christianity ever after. A new, popular biography from
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journalist Peter Stanford, looking at Martin Luther from within his Catholic
context, examining his actual aims for Catholicism as well as his enduring legacy
- and where he might fit within the church today. 'Peter Stanford makes the life of
Luther into a thrilling narrative, told from a modern Catholic perspective' Antonia
Fraser
Following 9/11, increased attention has been given to the place of religion in the
public sphere. Across the world, Law and Religion has developed as a subdiscipline and scholars have grappled with the meaning and effect of legal texts
upon religion. The questions they ask, however, cannot be answered by
reference to Law alone therefore their work has increasingly drawn upon work
from other disciplines. This Research Handbook assists by providing introductory
but provocative essays from experts on a range of concepts, perspectives and
theories from other disciplines, which can be used to further Law and Religion
scholarship.
2,000 years of history in one riveting afternoon A country both admired and
feared, Germany has been the epicenter of world events time and again: the
Reformation, both World Wars, the fall of the Berlin Wall. It did not emerge as a
modern nation until 1871—yet today, Germany is the world’s fourth-largest
economy and a standard-bearer of liberal democracy. “There’s no point studying
the past unless it sheds some light on the present,” writes James Hawes in this
brilliantly concise history that has already captivated hundreds of thousands of
readers. “It is time, now more than ever, for us all to understand the real history
of Germany.”
Published to mark the 500th anniversary of the events of 1517, Reformation
Divided explores the impact in England of the cataclysmic transformations of
European Christianity in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. The religious
revolution initiated by Martin Luther is usually referred to as 'The Reformation', a
tendentious description implying that the shattering of the medieval religious
foundations of Europe was a single process, in which a defective form of
Christianity was replaced by one that was unequivocally benign, 'the midwife of
the modern world'. The book challenges these assumptions by tracing the ways
in which the project of reforming Christendom from within, initiated by Christian
'humanists' like Erasmus and Thomas More, broke apart into conflicting and often
murderous energies and ideologies, dividing not only Catholic from Protestant,
but creating deep internal rifts within all the churches which emerged from
Europe's religious conflicts. The book is in three parts: In 'Thomas More and
Heresy', Duffy examines how and why England's greatest humanist apparently
abandoned the tolerant humanism of his youthful masterpiece Utopia, and
became the bitterest opponent of the early Protestant movement. 'CounterReformation England' explores the ways in which post-Reformation English
Catholics accommodated themselves to a complex new identity as persecuted
religious dissidents within their own country, but in a European context, active
participants in the global renewal of the Catholic Church. The book's final section
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'The Godly and the Conversion of England' considers the ideals and difficulties of
radical reformers attempting to transform the conventional Protestantism of postReformation England into something more ardent and committed. In addressing
these subjects, Duffy shines new light on the fratricidal ideological conflicts which
lasted for more than a century, and whose legacy continues to shape the modern
world.
A New York Times columnist and one of America’s leading conservative thinkers
considers Pope Francis’s efforts to change the church he governs in a book that
is “must reading for every Christian who cares about the fate of the West and the
future of global Christianity” (Rod Dreher, author of The Benedict Option). Born
Jorge Mario Bergoglio in 1936, today Pope Francis is the 266th pope of the
Roman Catholic Church. Pope Francis’s stewardship of the Church, while
perceived as a revelation by many, has provoked division throughout the world.
“If a conclave were to be held today,” one Roman source told The New Yorker,
“Francis would be lucky to get ten votes.” In his “concise, rhetorically
agile…adroit, perceptive, gripping account (The New York Times Book Review),
Ross Douthat explains why the particular debate Francis has opened—over
communion for the divorced and the remarried—is so dangerous: How it cuts to
the heart of the larger argument over how Christianity should respond to the
sexual revolution and modernity itself, how it promises or threatens to separate
the church from its own deep past, and how it divides Catholicism along
geographical and cultural lines. Douthat argues that the Francis era is a crucial
experiment for all of Western civilization, which is facing resurgent external
enemies (from ISIS to Putin) even as it struggles with its own internal divisions,
its decadence, and self-doubt. Whether Francis or his critics are right won’t just
determine whether he ends up as a hero or a tragic figure for Catholics. It will
determine whether he’s a hero, or a gambler who’s betraying both his church
and his civilization into the hands of its enemies. “A balanced look at the struggle
for the future of Catholicism…To Change the Church is a fascinating look at the
church under Pope Francis” (Kirkus Reviews). Engaging and provocative, this is
“a pot-boiler of a history that examines a growing ecclesial crisis” (Washington
Independent Review of Books).
'This vivid and engaging book brings to life some of the most important moments
in ancient history, moments that have shaped not only the politics and culture of
bygone eras, but the institutions, thoughts and fantasies of our time.' Yuval Noah
Harari (Sapiens) 'A bold and imaginative page-turner that challenges ideas about
the world of antiquity.' Peter Frankopan (The Silk Roads) 'As panoramic as it is
learned, this is ancient history for our globalised world.' Tom Holland (Dynasty,
Rubicon) ________________________________________ Acclaimed historian
and TV presenter Michael Scott guides us through an epic story spanning ten
centuries to create a bold new reading of the classical era for our globalised
world. Scott challenges our traditionally western-focused perception of the past,
connecting Greco-Roman civilisation to the great rulers and empires that swept
Page 6/12

Read PDF Martin Luther Catholic Dissident
across Central Asia to India and China - resulting in a truly global vision of
ancient history. With stunning range and richness Ancient Worlds illustrates how
the great powers and characters of antiquity shared ambitions and crises, ways
of thinking and forms of governing: connections that only grew stronger over the
centuries as political systems evolved, mighty armies clashed, universal religions
were born and our modern world was foreshadowed. Scott focuses on three
epochal 'moments' across the ancient globe, and their profound wider
significance: from 509-8 BCE (birth of Athenian democracy and Rome's republic,
also the age of Confucius's teachings in China); to 218 BCE (when Hannibal of
Carthage challenged Rome and China saw its first emperor); to 312 CE, when
Constantine sought to impose Christianity on the Roman world even as
Buddhism was pervading China via the vast trading routes we now know as the
'Silk Roads.' A major work of global history, Michael Scott's enthralling journey
challenges the way we think about our past, re-draws the map of the classical
age to reveal its hidden connections, and shows us how ancient history has
lessons for our own times.
'An intriguing exploration of the many roles that angels have played in spiritual
life.' - The Sunday Times: Nick Rennison 'In a 2016 poll, one in 10 Britons
claimed to have experienced the presence of an angel, while one in three remain
convinced that they have a guardian angel. These are huge numbers and mean
that, on some counts, angels are doing better than God.' In the secular, sceptical,
post-Christian world of the West, continuing faith in angels is both anomaly and
comfort. But what exactly are angels, and why have so many in different times
and contexts around the globe believed in them? What is their history and role in
the great faiths and beyond their walls? Are angels something real, a
manifestation of divine concern? Or part of the poetry of religion? And can they
continue to illuminate a deeper truth about human existence and the cosmos?
These are not new questions. They have been asked over millennia, right up to
the present day, as writer, journalist and broadcaster Peter Stanford explores in
Angels, his latest investigation into the history, theology and cultural significance
of religious ideas. 'There is no better navigator through the space in which art,
culture and spirituality meet than Peter Stanford' Cole Moreton, Independent on
Sunday
'A heavenly book, elegant and thoughtful. Get one for yourself and one for the
church-crawler in your life!' Lucy Worsley Christianity has been central to the
lives of the people of Britain and Ireland for almost 2,000 years. It has given us
laws, customs, traditions and our national character. From a persecuted minority
in Roman Britannia through the 'golden age' of Anglo-Saxon monasticism, the
devastating impact of the Vikings, the alliance of church and state after the
Norman Conquest to the turmoil of the Reformation that saw the English
monarch replace the Pope and the Puritan Commonwealth that replaced the
king, it is a tangled, tumultuous story of faith and achievement, division and
bloodshed. In If These Stones Could Talk Peter Stanford journeys through
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England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland to churches, abbeys, chapels and
cathedrals, grand and humble, ruined and thriving, ancient and modern, to
chronicle how a religion that began in the Middle East came to define our past
and shape our present. In exploring the stories of these buildings that are still so
much a part of the landscape, the details of their design, the treasured objects
that are housed within them, the people who once stood in their pulpits and those
who sat in their pews, he builds century by century the narrative of what
Christianity has meant to the nations of the British Isles, how it is reflected in the
relationship between rulers and ruled, and the sense it gives about who we are
and how we live with each other. 'There is no better navigator through the space
in which art, culture and spirituality meet than Peter Stanford' Cole Moreton,
Independent on Sunday
Barry Jones? Dictionary of World Biography weaves historical facts with
perspective on the subjects and the influence they had on theirs and on modern
times. Gain a unique insight into the life and times of important identities, cultural
icons and controversial characters.
Pope Francis, Politics and the Mabanta Boy is Sheka Tarawalie’s autobiography
tracing his early life in Sierra Leone, through imprisonment and being declared a
‘wanted man’, before his exile to the UK. The book also remembers his political
appointment. Working through continual conflict and confrontation with his
government colleagues and the President who appointed him, Sheka still
managed to be within the system for several years and at the same time make
landmark inputs. In addition – while recounting the circumstances of his meeting
with Pope Francis at the Vatican in his official capacity – Sheka delves into the
history of the Church, the powers of the Pope, the child sex abuse scandals –
even the historical ‘sins’ of the Crusades, the Transatlantic slave trade and the
sale of indulgences which led to the Reformation. A book that is likely to stir
debate, Pope Francis, Politics and the Mabanta Boy goes on to confront the
many delicate issues around contemporary Islamic fundamentalism, Al Qaeda
and Islamic State.
SHORTLISTED FOR THE WOLFSON HISTORY PRIZE 2017 SHORTLISTED
FOR THE ELIZABETH LONGFORD PRIZE 2017 'A magnificent study of one of
history's most compelling and divisive figures' Richard J. Evans When Martin
Luther nailed a sheet of paper to the church door of a small university town in
1517, he set off a process that changed the Western world for ever. Within a few
years Luther’s ideas had spread like wildfire. His attempts to reform Christianity
by returning it to its biblical roots split the Western Church, divided Europe and
polarised people’s beliefs, leading to religious persecution, social unrest and
war; and in the long run his ideas would help break the grip of religion on every
sphere of life. Yet Luther was a deeply flawed human being: a fervent believer
tormented by spiritual doubts; a prolific writer whose translation of the Bible
would shape the German language yet whose attacks on his opponents were
vicious and foul-mouthed; a married ex-monk who liberated human sexuality from
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the stigma of sin but who insisted that women should know their place; a religious
fundamentalist, Jew-hater and political reactionary who called ‘for the private
and public murder of the peasants’ who had risen against their lords in response
to his teaching. And perhaps surprisingly, the man who helped create in the
modern world was not modern himself: for him the devil was not a figure of
speech but a real, physical presence. As an acclaimed historian, Lyndal Roper
explains how Luther’s impact can only be understood against the background of
the times. As a brilliant biographer, she gives us the flesh-and-blood figure. She
reveals the often contradictory psychological forces that drove Luther forward
and the dynamics they unleashed, which turned a small act of protest into a
battle against the power of the Church. A New Statesman, Spectator, History
Today, Guardian and Sunday Times Book of the Year
A thought-provoking reflection on the practice and history of pilgrimage, and a
compelling exploration of its relevance today. Pilgrimage, a global ritual
embraced by nearly all faiths, is one of civilization’s most enduring traditions. In
this compelling book, author and journalist Peter Stanford reflects on the reasons
people have walked along the same sacred paths through the ages. Through this
history, Stanford explores how the experiences of the first pilgrims to Jerusalem,
Mecca, and Santiago de Compostela compare to the millions of people who
embark on life-changing physical and spiritual journeys today. Pilgrimage
traverses sacred landscapes around the world, from the Basilica of Our Lady of
Guadalupe in Mexico City to the monolithic rock-cut churches of Lalibela,
Ethiopia and the riverbanks of the Kumbh Mela in India. Stanford explores the
historical and spiritual significance of these places of healing and reflection and
discusses their roles as crossroads., Although pilgrimage is usually viewed as an
individual’s escape from the everyday to refocus the mind and soul, institutional
and national struggles for power have always had an impact on the way pilgrims
experience their own personal journey. Guiding readers through the global
history of pilgrimage, this thought- provoking book educates a new generation
that may seek solace, clarity, and wonder by following in the footsteps of
travelers from the past.
Martin LutherCatholic DissidentHachette UK
In this fascinating historical and cultural biography, writer and broadcaster Peter
Stanford deconstructs that most vilified of Bible characters: Judas Iscariot, who
famously betrayed Jesus with a kiss. Beginning with the gospel accounts, Peter
explores two thousand years of cultural and theological history to investigate how
the very name Judas came to be synonymous with betrayal and, ultimately,
human evil. But as Peter points out, there has long been a counter-current of
thought that suggests that Judas might in fact have been victim of a terrible
injustice: central to Jesus' mission was his death and resurrection, and for there
to have been a death, there had to be a betrayal. This thankless role fell to
Judas; should we in fact be grateful to him for his role in the divine drama of
salvation? 'You'll have to decide,' as Bob Dylan sang in the sixties, 'Whether
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Judas Iscariot had God on his side'. An essential but doomed character in the
Passion narrative, and thus the entire story of Christianity, Judas and the betrayal
he symbolises continue to play out in much larger cultural histories, speaking as
he does to our deepest fears about friendship, betrayal and the problem of evil.
Judas: the ultimate traitor, or the ultimate scapegoat? This is a compelling portrait
of Christianity's most troubling and mysterious character.
One of the key foundation books of the English Reformation, The Obedience of a
Christian Man (1528) makes a radical challenge to the established order of the allpowerful Church of its time. Himself a priest, Tyndale boldly claims that there is
just one social structure created by God to which all must be obedient, without
the intervention of the rule of the Pope. He argues that Christians cannot be
saved simply by performing ceremonies or by hearing the Scriptures in Latin,
which most could not understand, and that all should have access to the Bible in
their own language - an idea that was then both bold and dangerous. Powerful in
thought and theological learning, this is a landmark in religious and political
thinking.
THE EXTRAORDINARY STORY OF THE ENGLISH WOMAN WHO FOOLED
THE VATICAN. The legend of Pope Joan - the woman who, dressed as a man,
headed the Catholic church in the early ninth century - has always been a subject
of fascinated speculation but rarely, until now, the subject of serious research. As
the future over women in the catholic priesthood continues, and the Church,
which once took her story as gospel, now tries to play down the rumours, it is
time for a reappraisal. Here Peter Stanford, author of The Devil: A Biography,
reveals what can, and cannot, be known of this incredible story, and of the
extraordinary woman behind it. In this fascinating account, ranging from secret
histories to conspiracy theories, medieval carvings to tarot cards, women priests
to cross-dressing clerics, and from romantic fiction to hard facts, he delivers a
major study of historical detective work.
In October 2010, Ai Weiwei's Sunflower Seeds appeared in the Turbine Hall in
the Tate Modern. Six months later, he was arrested in China and held for over
two months in terrible conditions. The most famous living Chinese artist and
activist, Ai Weiwei is a figure of extraordinary talent, courage and integrity. From
the beginning of his career, he has spoken out against the world's greatest
totalitarian regime, in part by creating some of the most beautiful and mysterious
artworks of our age, works which have touched millions around the world. After
Weiwei's release, Barnaby Martin dodged the secret police to interview him about
his imprisonment and his intentions. Based on these interviews and Martin's own
intimate connections with China, Hanging Man is an exploration of Ai Weiwei's
life, art and activism. It is a rich picture of the man and his beliefs, what he is
trying to communicate with his art, and of his campaign for democracy and
accountability in China. It is a book about courage and hope found in the
absence of freedom and justice. 'Hanging Man is the most detailed,
comprehensive and eloquent English-language account of what happens these
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days to Chinese political prisoners . . . [an] invaluable book' Literary Review
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “Metaxas is a scrupulous chronicler and has
an eye for a good story. . . . full, instructive, and pacey.” —The Washington Post
From #1 New York Times bestselling author Eric Metaxas comes a brilliant and
inspiring biography of the most influential man in modern history, Martin Luther,
in time for the 500th anniversary of the Reformation On All Hallow’s Eve in 1517,
a young monk named Martin Luther posted a document he hoped would spark an
academic debate, but that instead ignited a conflagration that would forever
destroy the world he knew. Five hundred years after Luther’s now famous Ninetyfive Theses appeared, Eric Metaxas, acclaimed biographer of the bestselling
Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy and Amazing Grace: William
Wilberforce and the Heroic Campaign to End Slavery, paints a startling portrait of
the wild figure whose adamantine faith cracked the edifice of Western
Christendom and dragged medieval Europe into the future. Written in riveting
prose and impeccably researched, Martin Luther tells the searing tale of a
humble man who, by bringing ugly truths to the highest seats of power, caused
the explosion whose sound is still ringing in our ears. Luther’s monumental faith
and courage gave birth to the ideals of liberty, equality, and individualism that
today lie at the heart of all modern life.
Talk of the Devil has become distinctly unfashionable. Our sceptical age has
pensioned off Satan, for centuries the face and name put to the abstract reality of
evil. However, the creation of Popes, archbishops and priests will not so easily
accept his fate, and Satan continues to serve as a metaphor for evil throughout
society. His scaly black skin, horns, cloven hoof and red eyes have become
embedded in popular psyche. In The Devil: A Biography, Peter Stanford traces
the development of the character and role of Satan through the ages and
examines how we tackle evil today.
Catholicism - an Introduction is a comprehensive guide to the history, key beliefs
and practices of the Catholic faith.
This is a complete guide to the oldest institution in the Western world - the
Catholic Church. Explore the essential beliefs and practices of the religion and
delve into its long and fascinating history. From the significance of Rome and the
importance of the Papacy, to current issues such as science, contraception and
new movements within the faith, learn what it means to be Catholic today. NOT
GOT MUCH TIME? One, five and ten-minute introductions to key principles to
get you started. AUTHOR INSIGHTS Lots of instant help with common problems
and quick tips for success, based on the author's many years of experience.
TEST YOURSELF Tests in the book and online to keep track of your progress.
EXTEND YOUR KNOWLEDGE Extra online articles at www.teachyourself.com
to give you a richer understanding of psychology. FIVE THINGS TO REMEMBER
Quick refreshers to help you remember the key facts. TRY THIS Innovative
exercises illustrate what you've learnt and how to use it.
The need to understand religion and the role it plays in our world has never been
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more pressing. The beliefs and actions of the planet's 2 billion Christians, 1.2
billion Muslims, 800 million Hindus and 700 million followers of other religions has
an impact on every aspect of war and peace, ethics, politics, reproduction, family
and social structure across every civilization and continent. 50 Religion Ideas
You Really Need to Know aims to lift the clouds of confusion surrounding religion
and to address its key issues. What is the 'Golden Rule' and how does it unite
religious people? How did the divisions arise between Catholics and Protestants
and what do they mean for us today? What are the differences between
Anglicanism, Methodism, Baptism and Presbyterianism? What separates Sunni
Muslims from Shi'a Muslims? What does it mean to be Jewish? Award-winning
writer Peter Stanford answers these and a myriad other questions in 50 Religion
Ideas You Really Need to Know. Both readable and informative, it will appeal to
anyone who wants to understand one of the most powerful and enduring forces
shaping our world.
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