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Understanding Land Warfare provides a thorough grounding in the vocabulary, concepts,
issues and debates associated with modern land warfare. The book is a thematic, debatedriven analysis of what makes land warfare unique; how it interacts with the other
environments; the key concepts that shape how it is executed; the trade-offs associated with
its prosecution; and the controversies that continue to surround its focus and development.
Understanding Land Warfare contains several key themes: the difficulty of conducting land
warfare the interplay between change and continuity the growing importance of co-operation
the variety of ways in which land warfare is fought; the competing theoretical debates; the
tensions and trade-offs. This book will be essential reading for military personnel studying on
cadet, intermediate and staff courses. In addition, it will also be of use to undergraduate and
postgraduate students of military history, war studies and strategic studies.
This book explores the idea of a ‘revolution in military affairs’ (RMA), which underpins the
transformational agenda of the US military, and examines its implications for smaller states.
The strategic studies literature on the RMA tends to be American-centric and directed towards
the strategic problems of the US military. This volume seeks to fill the gap in the literature and
establish an intellectual framework that can assist other, smaller powers in their respective
approaches to this issue. The book does so in three main sections; Part I focuses on questions
of transformations in strategy and war; Part II explores transformations in operations; while
Part III examines possible impediments to an RMA. This book will be of much interest to
students of Military Studies, Asian Studies, Strategic Studies and International Relations in
general.
This research collection provides a comprehensive study of important strategic, cultural, ethical
and philosophical aspects of modern warfare. It offers a refreshing analysis of key issues in
modern warfare, not only in terms of the conduct of war and the wider complexities and
ramifications of modern conflict, but also concepts of war, the crucial shifts in the structure of
warfare, and the morality and legality of the use of force in a post-9/11 age.
This volume provides the first geographically and thematically comprehensive study of the
evolution and current state of the national security and defence policies, strategies, doctrines,
capabilities, and military operations, as well as the alliances and security partnerships, of
European armed forces.
'One of the most provocative and startling books ever written by a British commander ... an
update of the two great thinkers on war and peace, Clausewitz and Sun Tsu, for our time ... it
is for anyone interested in the well-being of our world' Robert Fox, Evening Standard Why do
we try to use military force to solve our political problems? And why, when our forces win the
military battles does this still fail to solve those problems? It is because the force lacks utility.
From Iraq to the Balkans, and from Afghanistan to Chechneya, over the past fifteen years
there has been a steady stream of military interventions that have not delivered on their
promise for peace, or even political resolution. The Utility of Force explains this anomaly at the
heart of our current international system. 'Britain's outstanding soldier of modern times ... a
book that will assure his reputation as a serious and original thinker among soldiers and
strategists' Sir John Keegan, Daily Telegraph 'It is hard to overstate the devastating nature of
this book as an indictment of almost everything the West has done in recent years, and is
doing today' Sir Max Hastings, Sunday Telegraph
At a time when unprecedented change in international affairs is forcing governments, citizens,
and armed forces everywhere to re-assess the question of whether military solutions to political
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problems are possible any longer, Martin van Creveld has written an audacious searching
examination of the nature of war and of its radical transformation in our own time. For 200
years, military theory and strategy have been guided by the Clausewitzian assumption that war
is rational - a reflection of national interest and an extension of politics by other means.
However, van Creveld argues, the overwhelming pattern of conflict in the post-1945 world no
longer yields fully to rational analysis. In fact, strategic planning based on such calculations is,
and will continue to be, unrelated to current realities. Small-scale military eruptions around the
globe have demonstrated new forms of warfare with a different cast of characters - guerilla
armies, terrorists, and bandits - pursuing diverse goals by violent means with the most primitive
to the most sophisticated weapons. Although these warriors and their tactics testify to the end
of conventional war as we've known it, the public and the military in the developed world
continue to contemplate organized violence as conflict between the super powers. At this
moment, armed conflicts of the type van Creveld describes are occurring throughout the world.
From Lebanon to Cambodia, from Sri Lanka and the Philippines to El Salvador, the Persian
Gulf, and the strife-torn nations of Eastern Europe, violent confrontations confirm a new model
of warfare in which tribal, ethnic, and religious factions do battle without high-tech weapons or
state-supported armies and resources. This low-intensity conflict challenges existing
distinctions between civilian and solder, individual crime and organized violence, terrorism and
war. In the present global atmosphere, practices that for three centuries have been considered
uncivilized, such as capturing civilians or even entire communities for ransom, have begun to
reappear. Pursuing bold and provocative paths of inquiry, van Creveld posits the inadequacies
of our most basic ideas as to who fights wars and why and broaches the inevitability of man's
need to "play" at war. In turn brilliant and infuriating, this challenge to our thinking and planning
current and future military encounters is one of the most important books on war we are likely
to read in our lifetime.
Military transformation can be understood as comprising three overlapping and sometimes
competing layers--the conventional-force dominated revolution in military affairs, a more recent
irregular warfare emphasis, and a wider dimension including homeland defense, space and
nuclear policy. The Western world is currently focusing its attention on transformation's middle
layer, while China and Russia are focusing on the RMA and transformation's wider aspects.
This dynamic indicates the United States and its allies should continue to prepare for the full
range of conflicts. This book establishes the meaning of military transformation, assesses the
manner in which certain countries are transforming their military forces, discusses the
relevancy of transformation efforts to modern conflict and, in drawing out the key areas of
emphasis on the part of various countries, provides a window on the future global security
environment. It is divided into seven chapters, plus a conclusion. The first chapter focuses on
the meaning of military transformation, establishing a framework through which national
militaries can be examined. This comprises transformation's revolution in military affairs
components, its newer special operations forces, counterinsurgency, and stabilization and
reconstruction aspects, and its wider homeland defense, space and deterrence dimensions.
The book devotes two chapters to the United States and one each to China, Russia, and
NATO. It also has a chapter that looks individually at each of Australia, Britain, Canada, France
and Germany. An assessment of the relevancy of force transformation to modern warfare is
integrated into the discussion of what transformation means, how the United States is
responding, and the concluding chapter. The book contains a biographical sketch of Andrew
Marshall, Andrew Krepinevich, William Owens, Arthur Cebrowski, Donald Rumsfeld, and
Thomas Barnett, all of whom have been involved in some aspect of military transformation.

Impressed with the tactical lessons of the Boer War, the British Army reformed its
doctrine and training from 1899 to 1914, deploying a combat ready force, the
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“Old Contemptibles” of the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) in 1914. Because
of these changes, the BEF played a crucial role in Belgium and France in 1914.
The lessons of the Boer War guided the British Army and its interwar reforms.
The doctrine and training developed from 1902-1914 was a significant
improvement over the pre-Boer War British colonial warfare tactics. With
Haldane’s organizational reforms and Robert’s new doctrine, the British Army
built the Old Contemptibles of the BEF. The battles of 1914 showed the BEF was
the equal of any European contemporary in quality of its tactics and doctrine. The
comparison of the BEF to the other combatants in 1914 does not stand in stark
contrast. The BEF performed well but no better or worse than comparable
German or French units did. What does stand in stark contrast is the BEF in 1914
when compared with the expedition to South Africa in 1899. The years of reform
between these two expeditions were truly a crucible that built the Old
Contemptibles.
Military Transformation and Modern WarfareA Reference HandbookPraeger
Security International Reference
Are we prepared to meet the challenges of the next war? What should our
military look like? What lessons have we learned from recent actions in
Afghanistan and Iraq? Macgregor has captured the attention of key leaders and
inspired a genuine public debate on military reform. Macgregor's controversial
ideas, favored by the current Bush administration, would reduce timelines for
deployment, enhance responsiveness to crises, and permit rapid decisionmaking and planning.
This book examines the meaning and management of time as a facet of the art of
war in general but especially operational art. While force-time-place has for a
long time been considered to be the essential trinity of warfare, the aspect of time
remains largely under-researched. Relying on classic texts on art of war, the
author engages with some of the top theorists and practitioners of art of war from
the age of Sun Tzu to the network-centric warfare about the role of time and its
management in operational art. Relying on Alvin Toffler’s theory of the “three
waves,” the volume follows research into development of operational art through
cycles from the agrarian age to the industrial age and into the information age.
Hybrid warfare has been an integral part of the historical landscape since the
ancient world, but only recently have analysts - incorrectly - categorised these
conflicts as unique. Great powers throughout history have confronted opponents
who used a combination of regular and irregular forces to negate the advantage
of the great powers' superior conventional military strength. As this study shows,
hybrid wars are labour-intensive and long-term affairs; they are difficult struggles
that defy the domestic logic of opinion polls and election cycles. Hybrid wars are
also the most likely conflicts of the twenty-first century, as competitors use hybrid
forces to wear down America's military capabilities in extended campaigns of
exhaustion. Nine historical examples of hybrid warfare, from ancient Rome to the
modern world, provide readers with context by clarifying the various aspects of
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conflicts and examining how great powers have dealt with them in the past.
Michel Goya's Flesh and Steel during the Great War is one of the most
thoughtful, stimulating and original studies of the conflict to have appeared in
recent years. It is a major contribution towards a deeper understanding of the
impact of the struggle on the Western Front on the theory and practice of warfare
in the French army. In a series of incisive, closely argued chapters he explores
the way in which the senior commanders and ordinary soldiers responded to the
extraordinary challenges posed by the mass industrial warfare of the early
twentieth century. In 1914 the French army went to war with a flawed doctrine,
brightly-colored uniforms and a dire shortage of modern, heavy artillery How
then, over four years of relentless, attritional warfare, did it become the great,
industrialized army that emerged victorious in 1918? To show how this change
occurred, the author examines the pre-war ethos and organization of the army
and describes in telling detail how, through a process of analysis and innovation,
the French army underwent the deepest and fastest transformation in its history.
This thesis provides an explanation of one RMA issue: the effectiveness of
contemporary military technology against tough geography, based upon case
studies in the Korean peninsula. The originality of the thesis is that it will provide
a sound insight for potential foes' approach to the dominant US military power
(superior technology and sustenance of war). The North Korean defence strategy
- using their edge in geography and skill - tried to protect themselves from the
dominant US power, but it may be impossible to deter or defeat them with
technological superiority alone. This research also provides a valuable example,
through Stephen Biddle's technology and skill theory, which claims that, in the
future of war, the skills of the unit (tactical readiness) are as important as the
technology involved. By examining three case studies, the thesis aims to reveal
that technological superiority alone cannot guarantee military success against the
foe that possesses the geographic advantage and the capability to use its
benefits. The first case study of the Imjin Wars will examine the significance of
geography and capability to using the geographic edge in the Korean peninsula.
The second case study of the Korean War will examine how technology alone
failed to overcome the skilled and geographically advantageous defenders in
modern warfare. Finally, by examining possible conflict scenarios of US-ROK
alliance and North Korea, this research will seek to prove that contemporary
military technology alone would not guarantee military success and deterrence
against North Korea, which is both geographically advantaged and highly skilled.
Publication date not given on thesis.
This textbook provides a comprehensive introduction to post-Cold War military
theory for students of strategic studies. This second edition has been fully revised
and updated, including a new chapter on peacekeeping, and examines
contemporary strategic thought on the conduct of war in the sea, land, air,
nuclear, space and cyber domains, as well as irregular warfare. Each chapter
identifies contemporary strategic thinkers in a particular area, examines strategic
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thought through the lens of identifiable themes, and discusses the ideas of
classical strategists to provide historical context. Examples of the link between
the use of military force and the pursuit of political objectives are presented, such
as airpower against ISIS and in Libya, counterinsurgency in Afghanistan and
Iraq, counter-piracy operations off the coast of Africa, and the Stuxnet virus in
Iran. The chapters identify trends, statements and principles that indicate how
military power can best be employed to effect political ends, while the conclusion
paints an overall picture of the relationship between classic and contemporary
strategic thinking within each warfare domain. This book will be essential reading
for students of strategic studies, war studies and military history, and is highly
recommended for students of security studies and international relations in
general.
This book examines how the US is dealing with the challenge of reconciling its
global interests with regional dynamics and how it is able to produce and sustain
order at the system level and within regional subsystems. The book comprises
four parts, the first of which addresses global issues such as nonproliferation,
trade, and freedom of the seas. US policies in these areas are carefully analyzed,
considering whether and how they have been differently implemented at the
regional level. The remaining parts of the book focus on the US posture toward
specific regions: Europe, the Middle East, and East Asia. The policies adopted by
the US to confront the most relevant challenges in each region are identified, and
the ways in which policies in a specific region influence or are influenced by
challenges in another region are explored. The book is a rich source of
knowledge on the nature of the balance that the US has pursued between global
and regional interests. It will be of much interest to scholars, to practitioners, to
postgraduate/PhD students of international relations theory and American foreign
policy, and to all with an interest in the ability of the US to produce international
order.
Todays warfare has moved away from being an event between massed national
populations and toward small numbers of combatants using high-tech weaponry.
The editors of and contributors to the timely collection Transformations of
Warfare in the Contemporary World show that this shift reflects changes in the
technological, strategic, ideological, and ethical realms. In his concluding
remarks, David Jacobson explores the extent to which the contemporary
transformation of warfare is a product of a shift in the character of the combatants
themselves. -- Amazon.com.
The period 1350–1750 saw major developments in European warfare, which not
only had a huge impact on the way wars were fought, but also are critical to longstanding controversies about state development, the global ascendancy of the
West, and the nature of 'military revolutions' past and present. However, the
military history of this period is usually written from either medieval or earlymodern, and either Western or Eastern European, perspectives. These
chronological and geographical limits have produced substantial confusion about
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how the conduct of war changed. The essays in this book provide a
comprehensive overview of land and sea warfare across Europe throughout this
period of momentous political, religious, technological, intellectual and military
change. Written by leading experts in their fields, they not only summarise
existing scholarship, but also present new findings and new ideas, casting new
light on the art of war, the rise of the state, and European expansion.
At no time since the end of the Cold War has interest been higher in Russian
security issues and the role played in this by the modernization of Russia’s
Armed Forces. The continued transformation of its Armed Forces from Cold War
legacy towards a modern combat capable force presents many challenges for the
Kremlin. Moscow’s security concerns domestically, in the turbulent North
Caucasus, and internationally linked to the Arab Spring, as well as its complex
relations with the US and NATO and its role in the aftermath of the Maidan
Revolution in Ukraine in 2014 further raises the need to present an informed
analytical survey of the country’s military, past, present and future. This
collection addresses precisely the nature of the challenges facing Russian
policymakers as they struggle to rebuild combat capable military to protect
Russian interests in the twenty-first century. This book was based on a special
issue of the Journal of Slavic Military Studies.
This book offers a substantial reconsideration of early modern warfare and its
relationship to the power of the state.
A comprehensive, up-to-date presentation of how children and young people are
affected by and respond to situations of armed conflict and postwar
reconstruction. * Includes biographical profiles of real young people caught up in
war and postwar reconstruction * Offers an annotated bibliography of key works,
plus chapter-by-chapter links to further reading
This book explores contemporary military innovation, with a particular focus on the balance
between anticipation and adaption. The volume examines contemporary military thought and
the doctrine that evolved around the thesis of a transformation in the character of war. Known
as the Information-Technology Revolution in Military Affairs (IT-RMA), this innovation served
as an intellectual foundation for the US defence transformation from the 1990s onwards. Since
the mid-1990s, professional ideas generated within the American defence milieu have been
further disseminated to military communities across the globe, with huge impact on the conduct
of warfare. With chapters written by leading scholars in this field, this work sheds light on
RMAs in general and the IT-RMA in the US, in particular. The authors analyse how military
practice and doctrines were developed on the basis of the IT-RMA ideas, how they were
disseminated, and the implications of them in several countries and conflicts around the world.
This book will be of much interest to students of strategic studies, defence studies, war and
technology, and security studies in general.
Through extensive primary source analysis and independent analysis, this report seeks to
answer a number of important questions regarding the state of China’s armed forces. The
authors found that the PLA is keenly aware of its many weaknesses and is vigorously striving
to correct them. Although it is only natural to focus on the PLA’s growing capabilities,
understanding the PLA’s weaknesses—and its self-assessments—is no less important.
The Bolshevik leaders who built the Red Army from the shattered remnants of the Imperial
Russian Army after World War I were far more innovative and pragmatic than usually believed.
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These men had a clear vision of what they needed from their armed forces and sustained that
vision through years of sustained combat. Many of their efforts were squandered, however,
when they attacked an enemy that was far different from the forces they had built their Army
against. In the end, a force that had triumphed against incredible odds to dominate a
substantial portion of the earth's landmass was thrown back and humiliated by a second-rate
power. This case study illuminates the dangers inherent in simultaneously conducting
sustained combat operations and military transformation. Ominously, many of these same
trends are currently manifesting themselves in American military transformation efforts.
Michel Goyas Flesh and Steel during the Great War is one of the most thoughtful, stimulating
and original studies of the conflict to have appeared in recent years. It is a major contribution
towards a deeper understanding of the impact of the struggle on the Western Front on the
theory and practice of warfare in the French army. In a series of incisive, closely argued
chapters he explores the way in which the senior commanders and ordinary soldiers
responded to the extraordinary challenges posed by the mass industrial warfare of the early
twentieth century.In 1914 the French army went to war with a flawed doctrine, brightly-colored
uniforms and a dire shortage of modern, heavy artillery How then, over four years of relentless,
attritional warfare, did it become the great, industrialized army that emerged victorious in
1918?To show how this change occurred, the author examines the pre-war ethos and
organization of the army and describes in telling detail how, through a process of analysis and
innovation, the French army underwent the deepest and fastest transformation in its history.
Surrogate Warfare explores the emerging phenomenon of “surrogate warfare” in twenty-first
century conflict. The popular notion of war is that it is fought en masse by the people of one
side versus the other. But the reality today is that both state and non-state actors are
increasingly looking to shift the burdens of war to surrogates. Surrogate warfare describes a
patron's outsourcing of the strategic, operational, or tactical burdens of warfare, in whole or in
part, to human and/or technological substitutes in order to minimize the costs of war. This
phenomenon ranges from arming rebel groups, to the use of armed drones, to cyber
propaganda. Krieg and Rickli bring old, related practices such as war by mercenary or proxy
under this new overarching concept. Apart from analyzing the underlying sociopolitical drivers
that trigger patrons to substitute or supplement military action, this book looks at the intrinsic
trade-offs between substitutions and control that shapes the relationship between patron and
surrogate. Surrogate Warfare will be essential reading for anyone studying contemporary
conflict.
Transforming NATO: New Allies, Missions and Capabilities, by Ivan Dinev Ivanov, reveals that
in order to understand the complexity of NATO's transformation, one must explore the
management of allied relations through two mutually reinforcing theoretical lenses: club goods
theory and the concept of complementarities. The findings of this research have implications
for international security, alliance management, NATO politics, transatlantic relations, and
broader international relations theory.
As a result of new strategic threats, Europe's land forces are currently undergoing a historic
transformation which may reflect wider processes of European integration. Europe's mass,
mainly conscript armies are being replaced by smaller, more capable, professionalised
militaries concentrated into new operational headquarters and rapid reaction brigades, able to
plan, command, and execute global military interventions. At the same time, these
headquarters and brigades are co-operating with each other across national borders at a level
which would have been inconceivable in the twentieth century. As a result, a transnational
military network is appearing in Europe, the forces in which are converging on common forms
of military expertise. This book is a groundbreaking study of the military dimensions of
European integration, which have been largely ignored until now. It will appeal to scholars
across the social sciences interested in the progress of the European project, and the nature of
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the military today.

A generation after the First Gulf War, and in the wake of a decade of
counterinsurgency operations and irregular warfare, this book explores how the
concept of the Revolution in Military Affairs continues to shape the way modern
militaries across the globe think about, plan and fight wars.
Rarely have an army's fortunes shifted so much in such a short period. At the
end of 1917, the Imperial Russian Army, bled dry and exhausted from the twin
blows of tsarist incompetence and prolonged modern warfare, essentially ceased
to exist. The military situation in 1920 could scarcely have been more different.
The Red Army's military supremacy over the territory of the soon-to-be Soviet
Union was unchallenged and acknowledged by the world's major powers. All of
this made what happened next even more shocking. Later that same year, the
Soviets would find themselves utterly defeated and thrown back by the Polish
Army, an organization nearly one-tenth the size of the Red Army fielded by a
state that had been obliterated from existence for 120 years and reconstituted
only 2 years prior. This paper illustrates the hazards inherent in transforming a
military under fire, and provides some cautionary lessons for the current U.S.
efforts at military transformation. The outbreak of civil war in June 1918
galvanized the creation of the fledgling Workers' and Peasants' Red Army,
authorized by the Congress of Soviets only 6 months before. Specific focus areas
for the Supreme Military Council, the chief military body of the new force,
included leader development, new organizations and doctrine for the force, and a
logistical system capable of supporting warfare across the vast distances of
Russia. All of these were shaped by the pressures of transformation under fire,
and those transformations would have great impact later. The most significant
outcome of these pressures was the permanency of supposedly temporary
institutions like the commissars and the limited role of the noncommissioned
officer (NCO) corps. Although the Bolsheviks showed real innovation and a
healthy pragmatism in constructing their new force, their transformational efforts
were ultimately doomed by a stubborn refusal to recognize their own limitations.
Flush with victory, the Soviets drove west to settle old scores with the Poles, only
to discover that their force was overmatched and incapable of adjusting to the
new terrain and enemy. In a very real sense, the Red Army never really knew
who it was fighting in Poland, and thus could not bring any of its strengths to
bear. Additionally, its methods of logistics and command and control were all
shaped by the long fight with the Whites and were wholly unsuitable for battle
against a very different enemy. The parallels and warning signs for U.S. efforts at
transformation while simultaneously prosecuting a Global War on Terror are
striking and ominous. Specific lessons offered include: 1. Armies at war, and the
governments who oversee them, must be willing to accept a limited amount of
compromise between the ideological designs of the government in power and the
practical imperatives of war. 2. Armies that create "temporary" military institutions designed to meet only the exigencies of the current conflict should be aware
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that such organizations may rapidly achieve a state of permanency. 3. Armies at
war are dynamic institutions subject to constant stresses of varying forms and
degrees. Such institutions must possess reactive and responsive organs capable
of rapidly assimilating lessons learned and current trends and putting them into
practice. 4. The greatest danger inherent in transformation under fire is the
hazard of creating a force geared towards defeating a specific enemy at the
expense of more broad-based capabilities.
This book brings together, for the first time, the classic articles that began and
have shaped the debate about the Military Revolution in early modern Europe,
adding important new essays by eminent historians of early modern Europe to
further this important scholarly interchange.
A fully revised and updated new edition of this leading introduction to the theory
and conduct of warfare in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. The book
combines analysis of key concepts, theory and military doctrine with reference to
relevant examples from history, and integrates the land, sea and air
environments.
Recent history is replete with powerful military forces being tied up by seemingly
weaker opponents. Recommendations for prescriptive answers are found in
Thomas Hammes' insightful book on the strengths and weaknesses of
conventional military power in which he describes fourth generation warfare, the
means by which Davids can beat Goliaths.
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