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Purves proposes a thoughtful reading of early classical texts to provide insight into
contemporary pastoral work.
What does it mean to be engaged in Christian ministry in a shifting spiritual and
religious landscape? Stephen Burns invites readers to think anew about the
distinctiveness of public practices of pastoral presence. Rather than narrowly defining
pastoral care and pastoral theology (pastoral counseling, preaching, youth groups,
visits to elders, etc.) and theological academic categories (history, pastoral theology,
liturgy, ethics and contemporary sociology), he argues for a new imagination and
practice of pastoral presence - a presence that is representative, public, integrated, and
expansive. * Financial wellness book for individuals; views financial planning and
decision-making through the lens of personal spirituality * Respected workshop leader
and CREDO faculty member * Study guide included
Classic Pastoral Care provides a topical arrangement of passages from classic
Christian writings offering guidance on all major topics of pastoral theology. The fourvolume set features writings from more than two hundred notable Christian
authors--from Abelard and Ambrose to Isaac Watts and Zwingli--arranged in thirty
topical sections. Volume one, Becoming a Minister, is concerned with the person and
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self-understanding of the caregiver. It discusses the call to the caring office, the way
this inner sense of calling is affirmed in ordination, orders of ministry, set-apartness,
and the shepherding metaphor. This is followed by discussions of authorization to
servant ministry; the purpose of ministry; the relation of the general ministry of the
whole church to the sacred or ordained ministry; the orders of diakonos, presbuteros,
episkopos; women in ministry; and preparation for ministry through study and spiritual
formation.
What is the ultimate purpose of pastoral ministry? What emphases and priorities should
take precedence? In the day-to-day emphasis on various pastoral roles and pragmatic
concerns, what can sometimes get lost is the theological foundation for understanding
pastoral ministry. James Thompson is a New Testament scholar with a concern for
relating biblical studies to practical ministry. Here he does a careful study of several of
Paul's epistles in order to see what Paul's vision and purpose were for his own ministry.
He finds that Paul's aim was an ethical transformation of the communities (not just
individuals) with which he worked, so that they would live lives worthy of the gospel until
Christ's return. Using this as a framework, Thompson offers suggestions for practical
application to contemporary ministry.
It is often said that bioethics emerged from theology in the 1960s, and that since then it
has grown into a secular enterprise, yielding to other disciplines and professions such
as philosophy and law. During the 1970s and 1980s, a kind of secularism in
Page 2/17

Download Ebook Pastoral Theology Essentials Of Ministry
biomedicine and related areas was encouraged by the need for a neutral language that
could provide common ground for guiding clinical practice and research protocols. Tom
Beauchamp and James Childress, in their pivotal The Principles of Biomedical Ethics,
achieved this neutrality through an approach that came to be known as "principlist
bioethics." In Pastoral Aesthetics, Nathan Carlin critically engages Beauchamp and
Childress by revisiting the role of religion in bioethics and argues that pastoral
theologians can enrich moral imagination in bioethics by cultivating an aesthetic
sensibility that is theologically-informed, psychologically-sophisticated, therapeuticallyoriented, and experientially-grounded. To achieve these ends, Carlin employs Paul
Tillich's method of correlation by positioning four principles of bioethics with four images
of pastoral care, drawing on a range of sources, including painting, fiction, memoir,
poetry, journalism, cultural studies, clinical journals, classic cases in bioethics, and
original pastoral care conversations. What emerges is a form of interdisciplinary inquiry
that will be of special interest to bioethicists, theologians, and chaplains.
Through a series of essays contributed by leading experts in the field, The WileyBlackwell Companion to Practical Theology presents an introduction to practical
theology as a major area of Christian study and practice, including an overview of its
key developments, themes, methods, and future directions. The first comprehensive
reference work to provide a survey, description and analysis of practical theology as an
area of study A range of leading scholars in the field provide original contributions on
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the major areas, issues, and figures in practical theology Reviews an extensive range
of methods for studying theology in practice, along with sub-disciplines in theological
education such as pastoral care and preaching Covers developments in the discipline
in a range of global contexts and distinct Christian traditions Shows how practical
theology is relevant to everyday life
Drawing on a lifetime of pastoral experience, The Care of Souls is a beautifully written
treasury of proven wisdom which pastors will find themselves turning to again and
again. Harold Senkbeil helps remind pastors of the essential calling of the ministry:
preaching and living out the Word of God while orienting others in the same direction.
And he offers practical and fruitful adviceâe"born out of his five decades as a
pastorâe"that will benefit both new pastors and those with years in the pulpit. In a time
when many churches have lost sight of the real purpose of the church, The Care of
Souls invites a new generation of pastors to form the godly habits and practical wisdom
needed to minister to the hearts and souls of those committed to their care.
As Carl George and Bob Logan well know, this mentality is changing. Studies of
growing churches show that the leadership role of the pastor is a key to church vitality.
The ideal role of the church-growth pastor is now being described as an "equipper,"
rather than an "enabler." This implies pastoral initiative in setting goals, obtaining goal
ownership from the people, and mobilizing the laity for effective ministry aimed at
accomplishing the goals.
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Classifying pastoral care as an applied theology suggests that it stems from a separate
and pure theology. In this new volume, R. John Elford contends that pastoral concerns
and actions are not products of theology, but in fact are the catalysts that prompt and
necessitate it. Elford offers a detailed critical analysis of the relationship between
theology and pastoral care and compares how different faith traditions understand the
pastoral. He traces how shifting historical circumstances and perceptions of pastoral
need spurred changes in theological understanding, and he asserts the need for these
traditions to be in conversation with modern culture. In closing, The Pastoral Nature of
Theology considers the role of morality in pastoral care and how contemporary issues
often bring about profound theological problems.
Theological Reflection and Christian Ministry James & Evelyn Whitehead Topics
ranging from Tradition and the minister to the broad concerns of theology in
conversation with culture.
This important book on priestly identity embraces the many contemporary varieties of
priestly ministry: male and female, paid and unpaid, parish and work–based, catholic,
evangelical, charismatic. Examining the “root,” the “shape,” and the “fruit” of priestly
identity, On Being a Priest Today is essential reading for priests, priests in training, and
everyone considering the ministry. Part One “roots” a priest's human and church life in
the theological convictions derived from the Christian understanding of God as being for
and with others. Part Two explores the “shape” of priestly life in relation to worship,
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word, and prayer, each supported by the three key virtues of love, faith, and hope. Part
Three examines the “fruit” of priestly life by focusing on three fundamental features of
priestly identity: holiness, reconciliation, and blessing. With its applicability to various
denominations, this exciting book offers welcome new perspectives on what it means to
be a priest today.
Practical applications, theological foundations, and valuable information for the student
beginning a youth ministry.
In today's world the challenge of care is how to respond to people's emotional as well
as their economic circumstances. How can we be respectful of the individual and the
community in ways that affirm both? How are we to live respectfully with difference and
ambiguity? Where shall we find our models of life and care from--the dominant Western
or else some kind of global perspective that includes indigenous knowledge? In our
theologies do we continue to privilege the study of abstract, conceptual theory or do we
give place to pragmatic, aesthetic, and nonverbal forms? In the face of increasing
extremism, terrorism, and violence, is it possible to make a sensible choice between
radical relativism and absolute essentialism? Are we to be drawn towards the various
expressions of religion or to the opportunities and ambiguities of spirituality as it is
called upon in many societies today? With the scarce resources available or allocated
to health care in many national budgets across the world, shall we give greater
attention to the eradication of disease through increasingly advanced technologies and
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therapeutic strategies or to the promotion of health through primary health care and
public health education? Pastoral Theology in an Intercultural World presents practical
theological resources for the broad vision, deep passion, and thoughtful action needed
for pastoral care in the twenty-first century.
This much-needed book fully integrates principles of pastoral care, leadership, and theology to
restore to ministers a clearly defined pastoral identity. Moving from a critique of inadequate
models for ministry -- from community organizer to T. V. evangelist -- Oden develops a more
classical model, rich in its references to the past and compatible both with Christian faith and
theology through the ages and with current needs. Reconciling classical tradition with practice,
Pastoral Theology will be a standard resource and reference in the field. Oden distills the best
ideas of the two millennia of ecumenical Christian thinking concerning what pastors are and
do. Pastoral Theology provides the foundational knowledge of the pastoral office requisite to
the practice of ministry. It will be of interest to persons preparing for ordination in its review of
key issues; at the same time, Pastoral Theology will appeal to all those who have considered
entering the ministry, those who want to know more about what clergy do and why, and those
ministers who want to review their ongoing work in the light of a systematic reflection on the
pastoral gifts and tasks.
The SCM Studyguide Pastoral Theology designed to support undergraduate courses for the
training of clergy and lay pastoral workers at an accessible introductory level. The book aims to
develop pastoral wisdom and integrity through a critical integration of theology and the human
sciences. Introducing key themes in theological anthropology and pastoral practice, it shapes a
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creative pastoral vision which is deeply rooted in a Christian vision of what it means to be
human and what it takes to care. Working with case studies, the book will introduce broad
frameworks of understanding of issues such as growth, loss, and sexuality, together with
critical perspectives on important aspects of practice such as language, power and boundaries.
The book provides an accessible overview of key concepts in pastoral theology, offering key
entry points for further discussion and study. Each chapter includes discussion questions
and/or reflective exercises at the end of each chapter together with a short bibliography.
Throughout the text, key summaries of learning will be indicated by boxed Practice Points.
If you have picked up this book, chances are you are a committed follower of Christ. Like many
searching Christians you are tired of religious busywork and showy piety. You long for
authentic worship and meaningful service. You came to Christ with deep expectations of
transformation and service, but those passions have been starved by shallow theology and
superficial relationships. You are looking for something more. You are ready to sink your mind
into what the Bible says about the call of God, the priesthood of all believers, and what it
means to live for Christ and his kingdom. The two-volume Living in Tension offers in-depth
spiritual direction on the crucial issues shaping a theology of ministry. This is not a book for
pastors only. Webster intentionally blurs the distinction between pastor and congregation. This
book is for all believers who take God's call to salvation, service, sacrifice, and simplicity
seriously. Living in Tension provides need-to-know insights for every congregation. Pastors will
find that this passionate and practical theology translates well into their own lives and into the
life of the church.
Leading us well beyond the niceties of self-help literature, Montana pastor David Hansen pulls
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back the veil on the actual pastorate—the one that emerges without your permission in the
midst of life and ministry. In this revised and expanded edition, Hansen expands on his view of
the pastor as a "parable of Jesus" and adds a new postlude.
From one pastor to another... No one is ever fully prepared for the ministry. For pastors just
starting out, those needing a little rebalancing, or those growing tired in the trenches, a short
guide to the basics is a welcome relief. In On Pastoring, H. B. Charles gives 30 instructive
reflections on the pastor’s heart, leadership, and public ministry, covering topics like:
Cultivating personal godliness Prioritizing your family Guarding your ministry effectiveness
Planning, preparing, and preaching sermons Balancing pastoral roles and duties Being a
pastor means wearing many hats, weathering lots of pressure, and bearing great responsibility.
Let H. B. Charles be a trusted advisor as you do the serious work of shepherding a flock of
God.
Pastors are tasked with the incredibly demanding job of caring for the spiritual, emotional, and,
at times‚ physical needs of their people. While seminary is helpful preparation for many of the
challenges pastors face, there’s far more to pastoral ministry than what can be covered in the
classroom. Designed as a reference guide for nearly every situation a pastor will face, this
comprehensive book by seasoned pastors Kent Hughes and Doug O’Donnell is packed full of
biblical wisdom and practical guidance related to the reality of pastoral ministry in the trenches.
From officiating weddings to conducting funerals to visiting the sick, this book will equip pastors
and church leaders with the knowledge they need to effectively minister to their flocks, both
within the walls of the church and beyond.
"With generative wisdom, Gerkin moves beyond the predominance of the psychotherapeutic
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paradigm in pastoral care to a dynamic, interactive process which balances faith, culture,
community, and individual well-being. . . . Gerkin's history of pastoral care is skillful. . . . His
analysis of the current transitions in the field of care will make this book a classic."--Jeanne
Stevenson Moessner, Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, and the Georgia Association
for Pastoral Care "Out of the abundance of his many years as a pastoral caregiver and
theologian, Gerkin introduces readers to the history, theory, and practice of pastoral care. This
book represents the best of Protestant liberal pastoral theology and fills a long-standing gap. . .
. The narrative-hermeneutical paradigm which Gerkin offers holds and works with many of the
complexities of pastoral care in postmodern times."--Carrie Doehring, School of Theology,
Boston University "Gerkin's Introduction to Pastoral Care breaks new ground for an
introductory text in its emphasis on care as 'the central metaphor of life in the Christian
community.' Thus the scope is much larger than the more usual focus only on individual and
family needs. He is deeply sensitive to both individual and community dimensions through his
quadrilateral nexus of tradition, individuals and family, community, and cultural
context."--James N. Lapsley, Princeton Theological Seminary "The formula appears simple:
take the very best of pastoral care theory and research of the past, build upon it the best of
contemporary literature and practice in the pastoral arts and sciences, season it with rich
experiences of a pioneer in the pastoral care, counseling, and education movement, and you
have a solid bridge to the 21st century. Gerkin has proven the formula. . . . [Gerkin] articulates
a pastoral care for the 21st century."--Orlo C. Strunk, Jr., Pastoral Psychotherapist at The
Coastal Samaritan Center, Myrtle Beach, South Carolina.

Generations of clergy have been accustomed to assume that pastoral training is
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concerned with the practical side of their ministry: how to organize, how to visit, how to
hold the baby when baptizing. Ultimate questions of purpose and value were ignored.
Often this can still be the case, but such an approach inevitably seems superficial when
the question haunting any minister explicit or unspoken, is 'what am I for?' This is the
question which Frank Wright never allows to be forgotten. Without vision, he argues,
there can be no effective pastoral ministry. And vision means above all the refusal to
escape into clerical havens of parochial organization and liturgical reform and the
acceptance of the real demands made on anyone who tries to be a real pastor and
counsellor. This book is short, vivid, down-to-earth and easy to read; at the same time it
is demanding reading, because what it recognizes as the essentials of the ministry ask
so much: openness, insight, self-awareness, unlimited caring. Paradoxically, much of
what Frank Wright says stresses the essential humanness of the pastor and his
ministry, blurring yet further the lines between priesthood and the rest of the world; yet
as in so many other spheres, loss is gain, and what finally emerges is indeed a vision
which could give new purpose to pastoral care. `This is a very good book. In my opinion
it is a must for all clergy and ordinands, no matter of what denomination and
churchmanship. Because of its direct simplicity of style, combined with the depth and
insight of its message, I would also hope that it would reach a much wider readership
among all those who are concerned with pastoral ministry, ordained or lay' (Theology).
`If it were possible I would make a present of this book to all who are "called to minister"
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on the strict condition they read it again and again' (Methodist Recorder).
Through the course of their work with people engaged in ministries of various kinds spiritual directors, healthcare chaplains, local clergy, theological educators, youth
workers, the authors of this groundbreaking book have become convinced of the need
to provide a practical guide to the practice of pastoral supervision understood as a core
discipline of the Christian church and enriched by the best of what other supervision
disciplines have to offer. Each chapter focuses on a different aspect of pastoral
supervision, embedding it theologically and offering rooted examples from their own
practice. At the end of each chapter practical exercises are offered to help the reader
reflect on their own practice and tools are suggested for use with supervision groups
and in work with individuals.
This book draws on the combined experience of a located minister, pastoral scholar
and former hospital chaplain. First, it introduces the basic elements of pastoral care in a
clear and concise way….It then discusses the basic tenants of crisis theory and provide
guidelines for performing and effective intervention and referral. The first unit concludes
by focusing on some special issues that occur in pastoral care (e.g., grief and burnout).
Second, it introduces several tools and ideas that can be used practically in a number
of pastoral care and crisis situations….These are not offered as a “checklist” agenda for
a minister to follow when you visit someone in the hospital or are called upon to
intervene in a crisis. Yet they are offered as a way of easing our internal fears about
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sitting with someone in the midst of their pain and suffering.
In Pastoral Care in the Classical Tradition, Andrew Purves argued that pastoral care
and theology has long ignored Scripture and Christian doctrine, and pastoral practice
has become secularized in both method and goal, the fiefdom of psychology and the
social sciences. He builds further on this idea here, presenting a christological basis for
ministry and pastoral theology.
In this book, Rev. Dr. Samuel Ayete-Nyampong has revealed his passion for the good
quality of life for the ageing population in Africa and the development of Pastoral
Gerontology courses in Theological Institutions across Africa. This book is a resource
material for building the capacity of church leaders in the provision of care and support
for the ageing population in Africa. All who read this book will find it inspiring, full of
deep thoughts, and a challenge to the church and state, thereby provoking sensitivity to
the needs of the ageing population in Africa. This book is highly recommended for
church leaders, theological students, students of Gerontology and to all who have a
passion to promote the quality of life of the ageing population.
A veteran pastor answers the questions that today's pastors are asking In 40 Questions
about Pastoral Ministry, veteran pastor Phil Newton provides trustworthy answers to 40
of the most common and pressing questions relating to the life and work of the pastor.
Covering five major categories--such as development, practices, and
preaching--Newton equips pastors to successfully handle everyday duties and
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challenges, including: • Remaining spiritually healthy • Strengthening your marriage •
Dealing with discouragement • Avoiding pitfalls • Leading elders' meetings • Mentoring
future leaders • Preaching through books of the Bible • Conducting marriages and
funerals • Practicing church discipline • Leading change and revitalization, and much
more Basing his answers on Scripture, theological reflection, and personal experience,
Newton serves as a mentor and guide for pastors at every stage of ministry. The
questions and answers are self-contained, and topics of interest can be easily located.
Pastors will want to consult this volume often for authoritative advice on all aspects of
pastoral ministry.
Only a few decades past, academia tended to scoff at the very idea of serious
Pentecostal theology. Today profound and variegated theological implications of this
dynamic movement are the object of exploration and development across the entire
spectrum of the Christian theological corpus. Arguably, an acute need has arisen for
identification and evaluation of the Pentecostal movement's original and ongoing
theological ""essentials."" What is Pentecostal theology really all about anyway? This
volume realizes that Pentecostal theology is at its heart a working theology
undergirding and energizing believers' worship of God in prayer and praise, in holy
living, and in witness to a personal experience of the risen Lord and Savior manifested
in the continuing power of the Holy Spirit. Authentic implementation, if not explicit
articulation, of fervent Pentecostal theology often occurs in the vitality of local churches,
Page 14/17

Download Ebook Pastoral Theology Essentials Of Ministry
house fellowships, and various mission settings in America and around the world.
Birthed in the fires of revival movements, essential Pentecostalism, including
Pentecostal theology, continues to burn brightest wherever it is fueled most directly.
Too often pastoral care is uninformed by historical practice and is overly influenced by
psychological theory and practice, according to Andrew Purves. At least one
consequence of this is that it is often disaffiliated from the church's theological heritage.
Purves examines Christian writers from the past who represent the classical tradition in
pastoral theology--classical in the sense that they and their texts have shaped the
minds and practices of pastors in enduring ways. He reflects on texts from Gregory
Nazianzus, John Chrysostom, Gregory the Great, Martin Bucer, and Richard Baxter. He
includes a brief biography of each author, introduces the major themes in the writer's
theology, and discusses the issues arising for pastoral work.
This introduction to psychology has been devised for those training for and working in
the clergy. Ideal both as a professional handbook and a textbook, it covers social,
developmental, educational, occupational and counselling psychology, as well as the
psychology of religion. It carefully considers the processes of personal change and
growth central to religion.
While many pastoral ministry books focus on the practical duties of the pastor, few
works actually consider how theological truth defines the pastor’s role and
responsibilities. These pragmatic ministry tools, though instructionally beneficial,
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essentially divorce biblical doctrine from ministerial practice. As a result, pastors’ lives
and ministries often lack the theological roots that provide the stability and nourishment
necessary to sustain them. Pastoral Theology constructs a theological framework for
pastoral ministry that is biblically derived, historically informed, doctrinally sound,
missionally engaged, and contextually relevant. By using traditional theological
categories the authors explore the correlation between evangelical doctrine and
pastoral practice. Through careful theological integration they formulate a ministry
philosophy that defines the pastoral office and determines its corresponding
responsibilities in light of theological truth. The authors provide a theological
understanding of the pastorate that will equip aspiring pastors to discern and pursue
their calling, challenge younger pastors to build on ministerial truth instead of ministerial
trends, and inspire seasoned pastors to be reinvigorated in their passion for Christ and
his church.
Offers insights into pastors' personal and devotional lives, legal affairs, counseling,
resumes, and other aspects of pastoring.
Eugene Peterson issues a provocative call for pastors to abandon their preoccupation
with image and standing, administration, success, and economic viability, and to return
to the three basic acts critical to the pastoral ministry: praying, reading Scripture, and
giving spiritual direction.
The essentials of pastoral care involve the pastor's distinctive task of caring for those
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who are estranged--the lost sheep. Taken from the biblical image of the shepherd, the
pastor by virtue of his or her professional calling cultivates wise judgment in order to
hear the hurting and offer guidance, reconciliation, healing, sustaining presence, and
empowerment to those in need. This book will outline the quintessential elements
pastors need to wisely minister in today's context by discussing four major kinds of
lostness: grief, illness, abuse, and family challenges. The purpose of the Abingdon
Essential Guides is to fulfill the need for brief, substantive, yet highly accessible
introductions to the core disciples in biblical, theological, and religious studies. Drawing
on the best in current scholarship, written with the need of students foremost in mind,
addressed to learners in a number of contexts, Essential Guides will be the first choice
of those who wish to acquaint themselves or their students with the broad scope of
issues, perspectives, and subject matters within biblical and religious studies.
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