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Phillis Wheatley To His Excellency
General Washington
A collection of various pieces of poetry and prose.
African-American poet Phillis Wheatley (1753?-1784)
was kidnapped from West Africa and brought to New
England as a slave. While a slave, Wheatley was
encouraged to study and write poetry. She was freed in
1774. Gale Group, Inc., a division of the Thomson
Corporation, presents a biographical sketch of Wheatley
as part of Poet's Corner, a resource featuring
biographies of poets, poems, commentaries, poetry
activities, and more. Gale Group, Inc. provides access to
the full text of "To His Excellency, General Washington,"
a poem by Wheatley.
Phillis Wheatley (c. 1753–1784) was an American freed
slave and poet who wrote the first book of poetry by an
African-American. Sold into a slavery in West Africa at
the age of around seven, she was taken to North
America where she served the Wheatley family of
Boston. Phillis was tutored in reading and writing by
Mary, the Wheatleys' 18-year-old daughter, and was
reading Latin and Greek classics from the age of twelve.
Encouraged by the progressive Wheatleys who
recognised her incredible literary talent, she wrote "To
the University of Cambridge” when she was 14 and by
20 had found patronage in the form of Selina Hastings,
Countess of Huntingdon. Her works garnered acclaim in
both England and the colonies and she became the first
African American to make a living as a poet. This volume
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contains a collection of Wheatley's best poetry, including
the titular poem “Being Brought from Africa to America”.
Contents include: “Phillis Wheatley”, “Phillis Wheatley
by Benjamin Brawley”, “To Maecenas”, “On Virtue”,
“To the University of Cambridge”, “To the King’s Most
Excellent Majesty”, “On Being Brought from Africa to
America”, “On the Death of the Rev. Dr. Sewell”, “On
the Death of the Rev. Mr. George Whitefield”, etc.
Ragged Hand is proudly publishing this brand new
collection of classic poetry with a speciallycommissioned biography of the author.
This book is about the true history of black Americans,
which started about the seventeenth century with
indentured servitude in British America and progressed
on to the election of Barack Obama as the forty-fourth
president of the United States. Between those landmarks
were other events and issues, both resolved and
ongoing, that were faced by black Americans. Some of
these were slavery, reconstruction, development of the
black community, participation in the great military
conflicts of the United States, racial segregation, and the
civil rights movement. Black Americans make up the
single largest minority in the United States, the secondlargest group after whites in the United States. The Great
Migrations, Underground Railroad and Abolitionist,
Harlem Renaissance, the Civil Rights Movement, and
Women in Black-American History.
The first books to present specific guidance for teaching
the Common Core State Standards Forty-three states
plus the District of Columbia and the U.S. Virgin Islands
have signed on to adopt the Common Core State
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Standards (CCSS). The need for curriculum guides to
assist teachers in helping students meet these standards
has become imperative. Created by teachers, for
teachers, the research-based curriculum maps in this
book present a comprehensive, coherent sequence of
thematic units for teaching the skills outlined in the
CCSS for English language arts in Grades 9-12.
Teachers can use the maps to plan their year and craft
their own more detailed lesson plans. Each grade is
broken down into six units that include focus standards,
suggested works, sample activities and assessments,
lesson plans, and more The maps address every
standard in the CCSS, yet are flexible and adaptable to
accommodate diverse teaching styles Any teacher,
school, or district that chooses to follow the Common
Core maps can be confident that they are adhering to the
standards.
A biography of the former slave, Phillis Wheatley, who
became known as a poet and social commentator.
"Provides comprehensive information on the geography,
history, governmental structure, economy, cultural
diversity, peoples, religion, and culture of
Oman"--Provided by publisher.
The first African American to publish a book on any subject,
poet Phillis Wheatley (1753?-1784) has long been denigrated
by literary critics who refused to believe that a black woman
could produce such dense, intellectual work. In recent
decades, however, Wheatley's work has come under new
scrutiny as the literature of the eighteenth century and the
impact of African American literature have been reconceived.
Fourteen prominent Wheatley scholars consider her work
from a variety of angles, affirming her rise into the first rank of
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American writers. --from publisher description.
Contains the complete works of the first African-American to
publish a book of poetry
Carretta offers the first full-length biography of Phillis
Wheatley (1753? 1784), who became the first Englishspeaking person of African descent to publish a book and
only the second woman of any race or background to do so in
America."
“This is a brilliant book that I believe will make a very
valuable and original contribution to the way scholars
understand the use of language in the era of the American
Revolution and the origin and limited nature of Revolutionary
era anti-slavery sentiment.” —Robert Olwell, author of Master,
Slaves, and Subjects: The Culture of Power in the South
Carolina Low Country, 1740–1790 In the American
revolutionary era, the antislavery rhetoric of certain founding
fathers often took on a life of its own. The distinctions they
drew between the British imperial order and the bright dawn
of liberty in a new American republic seemed, at times, to
compel the freedom of the slaves as well as the freedom of
white colonists. But Peter A. Dorsey shows that this rhetoric
was often more strategic than principled, and he argues that
understanding this ploy helps to explain why an early
antislavery movement failed to achieve its goals once the
American Revolution was over. In Common Bondage, Dorsey
examines how patriots and those who opposed them
understood slavery within a broader tradition of revolutionary
thought. Especially prominent in the rhetoric and reality of the
eighteenth century, this fluid concept was applied to a wide
variety of events and values and was constantly being
redefined. Dorsey explains the classical meaning of rhetoric
as “to persuade” but notes that it can also mean “to mask”
or “to mislead.” He shows how these different senses of the
word merged, as revolutionary rhetoric was used to achieve
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limited ends. By examining the figurative extension of slavery
in revolutionary rhetoric, Dorsey recaptures the transforming
energy of the ideas it promoted and points toward a better
understanding of the regressive aftermath. The resulting
composite psychology of the slave-holding culture that
existed during the country's formative years allows us to
better trace the development of American racism. Peter A.
Dorsey is the chair of the English Department at Mt. Saint
Mary's University in Emmitsburg, Maryland. He is the author
of Sacred Estrangement: The Rhetoric of Conversion in
Modern American Autobiography.
In 1773, Phillis Wheatley published a book of poetry. It was a
great accomplishment that made her very famous. Only a
year before, Phillis had had to take a test to prove that she
was the actual author of these poems, because Phillis
Wheatley was a slave. Who would believe that an African girl
could be the author of such poetry? Phillis did! She believed
in herself, and took every opportunity she could to make her
life better. She believed in the power of her words, and her
writing to prove her talent, and used the power of words to
change a life.
Until fairly recently, critical studies and anthologies of African
American literature generally began with the 1830s and
1840s. Yet there was an active and lively transatlantic black
literary tradition as early as the 1760s. Genius in Bondage
situates this literature in its own historical terms, rather than
treating it as a sort of prologue to later African American
writings. The contributors address the shifting meanings of
race and gender during this period, explore how black identity
was cultivated within a capitalist economy, discuss the impact
of Christian religion and the Enlightenment on definitions of
freedom and liberty, and identify ways in which black
literature both engaged with and rebelled against AngloAmerican culture.
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Paper Doll book about African American poet Phillis
Wheatley. Features costumes from the time as she may have
worn to meet George Washington and the English royalty.
Born 1753 died 1784.

In 1773, the slave Phillis Wheatley literally wrote her
way to freedom. The first person of African descent
to publish a book of poems in English, she was
emancipated by her owners in recognition of her
literary achievement. For a time, Wheatley was the
most famous black woman in the West. But Thomas
Jefferson, unlike his contemporaries Ben Franklin
and George Washington, refused to acknowledge
her gifts as a writer a repudiation that eventually
inspired generations of black writers to build an
extraordinary body of literature in their efforts to
prove him wrong. In The Trials of Phillis Wheatley,
Henry Louis Gates Jr. explores the pivotal roles that
Wheatley and Jefferson played in shaping the black
literary tradition. Writing with all the lyricism and
critical skill that place him at the forefront of
American letters, Gates brings to life the characters,
debates, and controversy that surrounded Wheatley
in her day and ours.
In Unchained Voices, Vincent Carretta has
assembled the most comprehensive anthology ever
published of writings by eighteenth-century people of
African descent, enabling many of these authors to
be heard for the first time in two centuries. Their
writings reflect the surprisingly diverse experiences
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of blacks on both sides of the Atlantic-America,
Britain, the West Indies, and Africa-between 1760
and 1798. Letters, poems, captivity narratives,
petitions, criminal autobiographies, economic
treatises, travel accounts, and antislavery arguments
were produced during a time of various and
changing political and religious loyalties. Although
the theme of liberation from physical or spiritual
captivity runs throughout the collection, freedom also
clearly led to hardship and disappointment for a
number of these authors. Briton Hammon, James
Albert Ukawsaw Gronniosaw, John Marrant, Ignatius
Sancho, Ottobah Cugoano, and Olaudah Equiano
told their stories as Afro-Britons who recognized the
sovereignty of George III; Johnson Green, Belinda,
Benjamin Banneker, and Venture Smith spoke and
wrote as African Americans n the United States;
Phillis Wheatley, initially an Afro-British poet, later
chose an African American identity; Francis Williams
and George Liele wrote in Jamaica; David George
and Boston King, having served with the British
forces in the American Revolution and later lived in
Canada, composed their narratives as British
subjects in the newly established settlement in Sierra
Leone, Africa. In his introduction, Carretta
reconstructs the historical and cultural context of the
works, emphasizing the constraints of the eighteenthcentury genres under which these authors wrote.
The texts and annotations are based on extensive
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research in both published and manuscript holdings
of archives in the United States and the United
Kingdom. Appropriate for undergraduates as well as
for scholars, Unchained Voices gives a clear sense
of the major literary and cultural issues at the heart
of African literature written in English.
The extraordinary writings of Phillis Wheatley, a
slave girl turned published poet In 1761, a young girl
arrived in Boston on a slave ship, sold to the
Wheatley family, and given the name Phillis
Wheatley. Struck by Phillis' extraordinary
precociousness, the Wheatleys provided her with an
education that was unusual for a woman of the time
and astonishing for a slave. After studying English
and classical literature, geography, the Bible, and
Latin, Phillis published her first poem in 1767 at the
age of 14, winning much public attention and
considerable fame. When Boston publishers who
doubted its authenticity rejected an initial collection
of her poetry, Wheatley sailed to London in 1773 and
found a publisher there for Poems on Various
Subjects, Religious and Moral. This volume collects
both Wheatley's letters and her poetry: hymns,
elegies, translations, philosophical poems, tales, and
epyllions--including a poignant plea to the Earl of
Dartmouth urging freedom for America and
comparing the country's condition to her own. With
her contemplative elegies and her use of the poetic
imagination to escape an unsatisfactory world,
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Wheatley anticipated the Romantic Movement of the
following century. The appendices to this edition
include poems of Wheatley's contemporary AfricanAmerican poets: Lucy Terry, Jupiter Harmon, and
Francis Williams. For more than seventy years,
Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more
than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a
global bookshelf of the best works throughout history
and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the
series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by
introductions and notes by distinguished scholars
and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date
translations by award-winning translators.
"A race, no less than a nation, is prosperous in
proportion to the intelligence of its women." (M.A.
Majors, 1893) Reconstruction after the Civil War was
a fraught with overwhelming new challenges for
millions of African Americans, not all of whom were
recently-emancipated slaves. The next 100 years
would see a struggle for American citizens to claim
full citizenship and to end the reign of terror that
accompanied emancipation. Yet flourishing in this
cauldron of oppression were people who, despite
being held down not only because of their race but
also because of their sex, succeeded beyond what
their birth circumstances would have predicted. They
were businesswomen, teachers, doctors, lawyers
poets, singers, agitators, scientists, and
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mathematicians. Dr. Monroe A. Majors wrote this
volume in 1893 to let the world know that women of
color were helping to lead the way to a new order.
Some of the names you'll be familiar with, like
Elizabeth Keckley and Sojourner Truth. But from
Octavia Albert to Anna Zinga, Majors presents
sketches of over 100 women of note whom most of
America no longer remembers. The significance of
Majors' contribution was not its breadth, detail, or
prose but the very fact that he saw the importance of
the accomplishments of these women for the future
of America itself. We have his record and from this
book, many single biographies could be researched
and written about a fascinating group of women who
succeeded against odds that most of us will never
know. Be sure to LOOK INSIDE or download a copy.
This collection of new essays enters one of the most
topical and energetic debates of our time--the
subject of ethnicity. The recent vigorous debates
being waged over questions raised by the
phenomenon of multiculturalism in America highlight
the fact that American culture has arisen out of an
unusually rich and interactive ethnic mix. The essays
in A Mixed Race suggest that American society was
inescapably multicultural from its very beginnings
and that this representation of cultural differences
fundamentally defined American culture. While
recent scholarship has looked extensively at the
ethnic formation of modern American culture, this
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study focuses on the eighteenth century and colonial
American values that have been previously
overlooked in the debate, arguing that a culture
shaped by responses to ethnic and racial difference
is not merely a modern circumstance but one at the
base of American history. Written by a group of firstclass contributors, the essays in this collection
discuss the representation of cultural differences
between European immigrants and Native
Americans, the circumstances of the first AfricanAmerican autobiographical narratives, rhetorical
negotiations among different European-American
cultural groups, ethnic representation in the genre
literature of jest books and execution narratives, and
the ethnic conceptions of Michel de Crevecoeur,
Phillis Wheatley, and Thomas Jefferson. A Mixed
Race offers agile and original yet scholarly readings
of ethnicity and ethnic formation from some of our
best critics of early American culture. Moving from
questions of race and ethnicity to varieties of ethnic
representation, and finally to individual
confrontations, this volume sheds light on the
confrontations of ethnically diverse peoples, and
launches a timely, full-scale investigation of the
construction of American culture.
A Study Guide for Phillis Wheatley's "To His
Excellency, General Washington," excerpted from
Gale's acclaimed Poetry for Students. This concise
study guide includes plot summary; character
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analysis; author biography; study questions;
historical context; suggestions for further reading;
and much more. For any literature project, trust
Poetry for Students for all of your research needs.
"To His Excellency, General Washington" is a poem
by African-American poet Phillis Wheatley
(1753?-1784). Gale Group, Inc., a division of the
Thomson Corporation, presents the full text of this
poem as part of Poet's Corner, a resource featuring
biographies of poets, poems, commentaries, poetry
activities, and more. Access to biographical
information about Wheatley is also provided.
A refutation of virtually the entire historiography
surrounding the outcomes of the Revolution, this
epic narrative traces the shift from the ideas of liberty
to the politics of order during the difficult period
between 1783 and1800. 70 illustrations.
Until recently a "womanless" American history was
the norm. But without a history of women we neglect
gender dynamics, sex roles, and family relations--the
very fundamentals of human interaction. Here 24
short essays locate the histories of women--from
Pocahontas to Betty Friedan--and men together by
period and provide a sense of their continuities
through the whole gallery of the American past. 26
photos.
A biography of the African slave who was taken in
and educated by a Boston couple and became wellknown because of the poetry she wrote.
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Spanning from the fifthteenth century to the
beginning of the twenty-first century, offers a
compilation of events experienced by people of
African ancestry in America.
A Study Guide for Phillis Wheatley's ""To His
Excellency, General Washington""A Study Guide for
Phillis Wheatley's "To His Excellency, General
Washington"Gale, Cengage Learning
Chronicles the lives of African Americans during the
Revolutionary War and the early years of the nation.
Elizabeth Keckley's rise from slave to White House
confidante details the cruel and terrible life for those
in slavery, and the drive and determination of a
woman who would not let others destroy her will.
Rethinking the category of aesthetics in light of
recent developments in literary theory and social
criticism, the contributors to this volume showcase
the interpretive possibilities available to those who
bring politics, culture, ideology, and conceptions of
identity into their critiques. Essays combine close
readings of individual works and authors with more
theoretical discussions of aesthetic theory and its
relation to American literature. In their introduction,
Weinstein and Looby argue that aesthetics never left
American literary critique. Instead, the essay casts
the current "return to aesthetics" as the natural
consequence of shortcomings in deconstruction and
new historicism, which led to a reconfiguration of
aesthetics. Subsequent essays demonstrate the
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value and versatility of aesthetic considerations in
literature, from eighteenth-century poetry to twentiethcentury popular music. Organized into four groups -politics, form, gender, and theory -- contributors
revisit the canonical works of Henry James,
Nathaniel Hawthorne, and Stephen Crane, introduce
the overlooked texts of Constance Fenimore
Woolson and Earl Lind, and unpack the complexities
of the music of The Carpenters. Deeply rooted in an
American context, these essays explore literature's
aesthetic dimensions in connection to American
liberty and the formation of political selfhood.
Contributors include Edward Cahill, Ivy G. Wilson,
June Ellison, Dorri Beam, Christopher Castiglia,
Christopher Looby, Wendy Steiner, Cindy Weinstein,
Trish Loughran, Jonathan Freedman, Elisa New,
Dorothy Hale, Mary Esteve, Eric Lott, Sianne Ngai
Draws on the Washington papers from archives at
the University of Virginia to chronicle George
Washington's military career and presidential years,
discussing his struggle to keep an emerging America
united and other accomplishments.
The history of the United States is the history of
people who migrated to America from all parts of the
world. As a result American society is composed of
many unique cultures and races. Unfortunately, the
uniqueness of these cultures is one of the underlying
causes of tension and conflict in America, resulting
in racism, religious intolerance, and class warfare. In
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spite of this, the multi-racial nature of American
society is an integral part of Americas strength as a
nation. Thousands of immigrants from unique
cultures who speak totally different languages came
to find a better life in America. But they were never
accepted by the dominate white Christians. The
immigrants had to fight for the right to be in America.
Racism, race riots, and genocide are integral parts of
the lives of immigrants. The racial complexion of
America is changing in the twenty-first century. In a
short time the non-white population will be the
majority. Social, economic, and political changes are
already taking place. Unfortunately, the dominate
power holders and white middle classes have not
adjusted to these changes. The unique system of
government and economics developed over the
years has reached a point that many believe will end
the American Empire. There is a certain bias in this
presentation and criticism is aimed at the extreme
beliefs and actions of a large segment of Americans,
particularly white Christians. They have been the
dominant political, social, and economic forces in the
country. Any assessment of the American system
becomes a criticism of that segment of Americans.
Their beliefs and actions represent the Dark Side of
America.
Teaching and learning through Hollywood, or
commercial, film productions is anything but a new
approach and has been something of a mainstay in
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the classroom for nearly a century. Purposeful and
effective instruction through film, however, is not
problem-free and there are many challenges that
accompany classroom applications of Hollywood
motion pictures. In response to the problems and
possibilities associated with teaching through film,
we have collaboratively developed a collection of
practical, classroom-ready lesson ideas that might
bridge gaps between theory and practice and assist
teachers endeavoring to make effective use of film in
their classrooms. We believe that film can serve as a
powerful tool in the social studies classroom and,
where appropriately utilized, foster critical thinking
and civic mindedness. The College, Career, and
Civic Life (C3) framework, represents a renewed and
formalized emphasis on the perennial social studies
goals of deep thinking, reading and writing. We
believe that as teachers endeavor to digest and
implement the platform in schools and classrooms
across the country, the desire for access to
structured strategies that lead to more active and
rigorous investigation in the social studies classroom
will grow increasingly acute. Our hope is that this
edited book might play a small role in the larger
project of supporting practitioners, specifically K-12
teachers of United States history, by offering a
collection of classroom-ready tools based on the
Hollywood or History? strategy and designed to
foster historical inquiry through the careful use of
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historically themed motion pictures. The book
consists of K-5 and 6-12 lesson plans addressing the
following historical eras (Adapted from: UCLA,
National Center for History in Schools).
In 1773, Poems on Various Subjects, Religious and
Moral became the first book of poetry by an AfricanAmerican author to be published. At the tender age
of seven, Phillis had been brought to Massachusetts
as a slave and sold to the well-to-do Wheatley
family. There, she threw herself into education, and
soon she was devouring the classics and writing
verse with whatever she had to hand – odes in chalk
on the walls of the house. Once her talent became
known, there was uproar, and in 1772 she was
interrogated by a panel of ‘the most respectable
characters in Boston’ and forced to defend the
ownership of her own words, since many believed
that it was an impossible that she, an AfricanAmerican slave, could write poetry of such high
quality. As related in the 1834 memoir by an
outspoken proponent of antislavery, B.B. Thatcher,
also included in this volume, the road to publication
was not straight, and while it became clear that such
a volume could not be published in America at the
time, Phillis was recommended to a London
publisher, who brought out the book – albeit with an
attestation as to her authorship, as well as a ‘letter
from her master’ and a short preface asking the
reader’s indulgence. This edition includes the
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attestation, the ‘letter from her master’ and notes
from the original publishers as an appendix, so that
the twenty-first-century reader can discover Phillis
Wheatley as she should have been read – as a poet,
not property. 'Elegant lines… the style and manner
exhibit a striking proof of your great poetical talents.'
— George Washington 'Quite too interesting to be
passed over by the historian in utter silence.' — B.B.
Thatcher
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