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*Uncovers the essence of medieval mystical
reflection in Christian and Islamic writers*
Thomas Merton's lectures to the young monastics at
the Abbey of Gethsemani provide a good look at
Merton the scholar. A Course in Christian Mysticism
gathers together, for the first time, the best of these
talks into a spiritual, historical, and theological
survey of Christian mysticism—from St. John's gospel
to St. John of the Cross. Sixteen centuries are
covered over thirteen lectures. A general introduction
sets the scene for when and how the talks were
prepared and for the perennial themes one finds in
them, making them relevant for spiritual seekers
today. This compact volume allows anyone to learn
from one of the twentieth century's greatest Catholic
spiritual teachers. The study materials at the back of
the book, including additional primary source
readings and thoughtful questions for reflection and
discussion, make this an essential text for any
student of Christian mysticism.
Jewish Roots of Eastern Christian Mysticism
explores influences of Jewish apocalypticism and
mysticism on the development of Eastern Christian
theology, demonstrating that recent studies of
apocalyptic literature, the Qumran Scrolls,
Gnosticism, and later Jewish mysticism throw new
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and welcome light on the sources and continuities of
Orthodox spirituality and liturgy.
For many people, the word mysticism conjures up
occult, secretive rituals held after midnight in some
dark cave. But true mysticism isn’t at all sinister or
secretive, says author John Mabry, an Anglican-rite
Congregational minister. In fact, mysticism is at the
heart of an authentic Christian life. It is nothing more
and nothing less than the pursuit-and enjoyment-of
union with God, which is the goal of all Christian
spirituality. Christian mysticism is the discipline of
growing the soul into God—shedding illusory
identities, deepening prayer, seeing God in all
things, and acting as Christ in the world. Mabry’s
great passion is to bring theology to everyday life by
explaining complex ideas in everyday language that
anyone can understand and find useful. In Growing
into God, he “demystifies” mysticism, providing a
friendly and accessible entry point to some of the
teachings, practices, and experiences of the
Christian mystical tradition. Mabry explores the
classic mystical journey, which begins with the
Awakening of a unitive consciousness that
experiences everything as Divine and
interconnected. The journey continues with
Purgation, in which we empty ourselves of illusion;
Illumination, in which we begin to see God in all
things and all things in God; and, finally, Union, in
which we marry our lives with God’s life. Our hands
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become God’s hands, our lips become God’s lips,
our touch becomes God’s touch, in order to bring
help, comfort, and healing to the world. ,p>Along the
way, and with an entertaining teacher’s clarity,
Mabry recounts the stories of many Christian
mystics, including inspiring quotations. He also
enriches each chapter with questions and answers
to simplify points as well as experiential practices to
help readers embark upon the mystical journey
themselves
"In this work, Andrei A. Orlov examines the
apocalyptic profile of the angel Yahoel as the
mediator of the divine Name, demonstrating its
formative influence not only on rabbinic and
Hekhalot beliefs concerning the supreme angel
Metatron, but also on the unique aural ideology of
early Jewish mystical accounts."--Back of dust
jacket.
In The Theosis of the Body of Christ: From the early
British Apostolics to a Pentecostal Trinitarian
Ecclesiology Jonathan Black builds on the early
ecclesiology of the Apostolic Church to offer a
Pentecostal ecclesiology rooted in Trinitarian theosis
and Pentecostal Spirit-baptism.
Now available in paperback, this is the first volume
of the highly-praised landmark trilogy The Presence
of God: A History of Western Christian Mysticism. "A
book to be treasured".--Spiritual Life.
The Cambridge Companion to Christian Mysticism is
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a multi-authored interdisciplinary guide to the study
of Christian mysticism, with an emphasis on the 3rd
through the 17th centuries. Written by leading
authorities and younger scholars from a range of
disciplines, the volume both provides a clear
introduction to the Christian mystical life and
articulates a bold new approach to the study of
mysticism.
'Is life worth living? Yes, a thousand times yes when the
world still holds such spirits as Professor James.' Gertrude Stein A classic of American thought, William
James’ The Varieties of Religious Experience is an
extraordinary study of human spirituality in all its forms
and one of the most profound works of Psychology ever
written. When the book was published in 1902 the study
of the human mind was a thrillingly new field of scientific
enquiry: James was one of the first to seriously examine
the psychology of religious faith and where he led, both
Jung and Freud would follow. Yet for all its historical
significance, this is a book full of humanity, wit and some
deeply personal stories of revelation, religious devotion
and mystical experience. The Routledge Classics edition
of The Varieties of Religious Experience makes available
in paperback for the first time the Centenary Edition
published by Routledge in 2002 with new introductions
on the historical and contemporary significance of
James’ work and a foreword by the author’s grandson,
Micky James.
In The Church as Paradise and the Way Therein,
Christopher A. Graham demonstrates how early
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Christian authors referenced Genesis 3:22–24 in order to
signify that, through the Church, humanity has access to
the divine truth and life lost at the expulsion.
Texts from the Patristic Era with Commentary displaying
the roots of the deeply mystical spirituality that has
flourished among Christians throughout the ages. By
linking together a series of brilliantly chosen texts from
the early centuries of the Church, the author lays bare
the roots of the deeply mystical spirituality that has
flourished among Christians throughout the ages. This
book will appeal to anyone who is interested in the field
of spirituality. It is a masterly contribution to Christian
scholarship, and this second edition includes an
extraordinarily useful Index.
Offers ecumenical meditations on love, perception,
forgiveness, eternal life, and theoretical concepts in
theology
By linking together a series of brilliantly chosen texts
from the early centuries of the Church, the author lays
bare the roots of the deeply mystical spirituality that has
flourished among Christians throughout the ages. This
book will appeal to anyone who is interested in the field
of spirituality. It is a masterly contribution to Christian
scholarship, and this second edition includes an
extraordinarily useful Index.
When the author of the widely-acclaimed Roots of
Christian Mysticism thinks about human nature, its
challenges, problems, joys and fulfillment, he does so
with originality. At the same time, his thought is rooted in
the experience of the early Christian centuries. The
result is a book that sees humanity in fundamentally
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spiritual terms. Clement begins by exploring a response
to the dysfunctional aspects of nature, and then looks at
how we are persons made in the image of the divine and
in communion with one another; in the light of what
emerges, the author discovers fresh understandings of
sexuality, politics, the role of humanity in the cosmos and
the power of beauty; his discussion ends with facing our
society's unmentionable question: death.
Examines concepts from world religions and explains
Christian mystics in history, in perspective, and through
art. Includes discussion of modern explorations of
mysticism conducted by psychologists like Jung and
Maslow.
This book introduces students to Christian mysticism and
modern critical responses to it. Christianity has a rich
tradition of mystical theology that first emerged in the
writings of the early church fathers, and flourished during
the Middle Ages. Today Christian mysticism is
increasingly recognised as an important Christian
heritage relevant to today's spiritual seekers. The book
sets out to provide students and other interested readers
with access to the main theoretical approaches to
Christian mysticism – including those propounded by
William James, Steven Katz, Bernard McGinn, Michael
Sells, Denys Turner and Caroline Walker-Bynum. It also
explores postmodern re-readings of Christian mysticism
by authors such as Jacques Derrida, Jean-Luc Marion
and Jean-François Lyotard. The book first introduces
students to the main themes that underpin Christian
mysticism. It then reflects on how modern critics have
understood each of them, demonstrating that stark
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delineation between the different theoretical approaches
eventually collapses under the weight of the complex
interaction between experience and knowledge that lies
at the heart of Christian mysticism. In doing so, the book
presents a deliberate challenge to a strictly perennialist
reading of Christian mysticism. Anyone even remotely
familiar with Christian mysticism will know that renewed
interest in Christian mystical writers has created a huge
array of scholarship with which students of mysticism
need to familiarise themselves. This book outlines the
various modern theoretical approaches in a manner
easily accessible to a reader with little or no previous
knowledge of this area, and offers a
philosophical/theological introduction to Christian
mystical writers beyond the patristic period important for
the Latin Western Tradition.
In popular usage, "mysticism" typically refers to New Age or
Eastern forms of spirituality. However, the mystical tradition is
also an important component of the Christian tradition. At its
heart--and much like its expression in other faith
traditions--Christian mysticism is an ancient practice that
incorporates meditation, contemplation, worship, philosophy,
the quest for personal enlightenment, and the experience of
Divine presence. This volume is a comprehensive
introduction and guide to Christian mysticism. It is a big book
about a big possibility: the hope of achieving real, blissful,
experiential unison with God. Among the topics covered here
are a general introduction to mysticism, the Bible and
mysticism, the history and types of Christian mysticism,
biographical sketches of leading Christian mystics, and
practical instructions about practicing mysticism today. This is
a breathtaking work that explores a form of spirituality that
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has changed lives over the course of 2,000 years. Learning
about Christian mysticism and how it has been articulated
through the centuries will prove inspirational for today's
seekers, regardless of the faith tradition. "The mystic is not a
special kind of person; every person is a special kind of
mytic." --William McNamara
This clear and comprehensive anthology, culled from the vast
corpus of Christian mystical literature by the renowned
theologian and historian Bernard McGinn, presents nearly
one hundred selections, from the writings of Origen of
Alexandria in the third century to the work of twentieth-century
mystics such as Thomas Merton. Uniquely organized by
subject rather than by author, The Essential Writings of
Christian Mysticism explores how human life is transformed
through the search for direct contact with God. Part one
examines the preparation for encountering God through
biblical interpretation and prayer; the second part focuses on
the mystics’ actual encounters with God; and part three
addresses the implications of the mystical life, showing how
mystics have been received over time, and how they practice
their faith through private contemplation and public actions. In
addition to his illuminating Introduction, Bernard McGinn
provides accessible headnotes for each section, as well as
numerous biographical sketches and a selected bibliography.
Praise for The Essential Writings of Christian Mysticism “No
one is better equipped than Bernard McGinn to provide a
thorough and balanced guide to this vast literature….This is an
anthology which deserves to be read not only by those who
study Christian history and theology, but by believers who
long to deepen their own lives of prayer and service.” -Anglican Theological Review “Bernard McGinn, a preeminent
historian and interpreter of the Christian mystical tradition,
has edited this fine collection of mystical writings, organizing
them thematically....McGinn offers helpful introductions to
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each thematic section, author and entry, as well as a brief
critical bibliography on mysticism. Published in the Modern
Library Classic series, this is a great value.” – Christian
Century "No-one is better equipped than Professor McGinn to
provide a thorough and balanced guide to this vast literature.
A first-class selection, by a first-class scholar." -- Rowan
Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury “This accessible
anthology by the scholarly world’s leading historian of the
Western Christian mystical tradition easily outstrips all others
in its comprehensiveness, the aptness of its selection of texts,
and in the intelligent manner of its organization.” -- Denys
Turner, Horace Tracy Pitkin Professor of Historical Theology,
Yale Divinity School "An immensely rich anthology,
assembled and introduced by our foremost student of
mysticism. Both the scholar and the disciple will find God’s
plenty here." -- Barbara Newman, Professor of English,
Religion, and Classics, John Evans Professor of Latin,
Northwestern University "An unusually clear and insightful
exposition of major texts selected by one of the greatest
scholars in the field of Christian mysticism, based on his vast
erudition and uniquely sensitive interpretation. Like his other
books, this one too is destined to become a classic.” -Professor Moshe Idel, Hebrew University, Jerusalem
TheSCM Studyguide: Christian Spiritualityis designed as an
introduction to spirituality for students of all religious
backgrounds coming to the subject for the first time.
Called in a special way to listen to God's whispers, the
mystics amplify not only what it means to be baptized into the
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ 'and to having the
Trinity living in them 'but also what is deepest in the human
spirit. Mystics experience themselves as an infinite question
to which only God is the answer; as an immense longing that
only Love can quench; as a nothing in the face of the NoThing. They are God's fools, troubadours 'the great artists
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and poets of the interior life whose learned ignorance"
articulates the art of loving God, neighbor, self, the Church,
and the world. In Soundings in the Christian Mystical Tradition
Harvey Egan draws on fifty years of reading and teaching the
mystics to sketch the varieties and passion of the mystical life
across more than two millennia. Through their stories and
words Egan reveals that all were conscious of the paradox of
human identity 'supremely and unsurpassably manifested in
the God-Man 'that the genuinely human is disclosed only
through surrender to God and that the search for God cannot
bypass the genuinely human.
This book investigates the problem of esoteric traditions in
early Christianity, their origin and their transformation in
Patristic hermeneutics, in the West as well as in the East. It
argues that these traditions eventually formed the basis of
nascent Christian mysticism in Late Antiquity. This publication
is a revised edition of the original hardback publication,
please click here for details.
Healing the Divide is a bold call to understand Jesus
according to the earliest lineage of Christian Mystics--a call to
transform our dualistic minds and heal a divided Church. This
book is a must-read if you find yourself -frustrated by the
fundamentalist and new age polarization of twenty-firstcentury Christianity; -bewildered by religious pluralism;
-searching for Christianity's elusive mystic core. Twenty-first
century Christianity is in crisis, careening toward
fundamentalism on the one hand and a rootless new age
Christianity on the other. Twenty-first century Christianity is
also reeling from the maze of religious pluralism. Smith
addresses and tempers these extremes by passionately and
succinctly revealing Jesus as understood by the Alexandrian
mystics. The Alexandrian mystics are the most long standing
lineage of early Christian mystics. Their perspective on Jesus
celebrates creative tensions, tempers extremes, and reveals
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Christian mysticism's definitive core.
Dr. Norman Golb's classic study on the origin of the Dead
Sea Scrolls is now available online. Since their earliest
discovery in 1947, the Scrolls have been the object of
fascination and extreme controversy. Challenging traditional
dogma, Golb has been the leading proponent of the view that
the Scrolls cannot be the work of a small, desert-dwelling
fringe sect, as various earlier scholars had claimed, but are in
all likelihood the remains of libraries of various Jewish groups,
smuggled out of Jerusalem and hidden in desert caves during
the Roman siege of 70 A. D. Contributing to the enduring
debate sparked by the book's original publication in 1995, this
digital edition contains additional material reporting on new
developments that have led a series of major Israeli and
European archaeologists to support Golb's basic conclusions.
In its second half, the book offers a detailed analysis of the
workings of the scholarly monopoly that controlled the Scrolls
for many years, and discusses Golb's role in the struggle to
make the texts available to the public. Pleading for an end to
academic politics and a commitment to the search for truth in
scrolls scholarship, Who Wrote the Dead Sea Scrolls? sets a
new standard for studies in intertestamental history "This
book is 'must reading'.... It demonstrates how a particular
interpretation of an ancient site and particular readings of
ancient documents became a straitjacket for subsequent
discussion of what is arguably the most widely publicized set
of discoveries in the history of biblical archaeology...." Dr.
Gregory T. Armstrong, 'Church History' Golb "gives us much
more than just a fresh and convincing interpretation of the
origin and significance of the Qumran Scrolls. His book is
also... a fascinating case-study of how an idee fixe, for which
there is no real historical justification, has for over 40 years
dominated an elite coterie of scholars controlling the
Scrolls...." Daniel O'Hara, 'New Humanist'
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The Jefferson Bible, or The Life and Morals of Jesus of
Nazareth as it is formally titled, was a book constructed by
Thomas Jefferson in the latter years of his life by cutting and
pasting numerous sections from various Bibles as extractions
of the doctrine of Jesus. Jefferson's composition excluded
sections of the New Testament containing supernatural
aspects as well as perceived misinterpretations he believed
had been added by the Four Evangelists. In 1895, the
Smithsonian Institution under the leadership of librarian Cyrus
Adler purchased the original Jefferson Bible from Jefferson's
great-granddaughter Carolina Randolph for $400. A
conservation effort commencing in 2009, in partnership with
the museum's Political History department, allowed for a
public unveiling in an exhibit open from November 11, 2011,
through May 28, 2012, at the National Museum of American
History.

From Christianity's earliest days, seekers have looked
for "theosis," or unity with God. This volume contains
three of the classic texts of medieval Christian mysticism,
Jacob Boehme's "The Signature of All Things," Meister
Eckhart's "Sermons," and the anonymous "The Cloud of
Unknowing." Introduction gives a brief history of
Christian Mysticism.
Scholars of the patristic era have paid more attention to
the dogmatic tradition in their period than to the
development of Christian mystical theology. Andrew
Louth aims to redress the balance. Recognizing that the
intellectual form of this tradition was decisively influenced
by Platonic ideas of the soul's relationship to God, Louth
begins with an examination of Plato and Platonism. The
discussion of the Fathers which follows shows how the
mystical tradition is at the heart of their thought and how
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the dogmatic tradition both moulds and is the reflection
of mystical insights and concerns. This new edition of a
classic study of the diverse influences upon Christian
spirituality includes a new Epilogue which brings the text
completely up to date.
'A searingly passionate book' - Bettany Hughes In The
Darkening Age, Catherine Nixey tells the little-known –
and deeply shocking – story of how a militant religion
deliberately tried to extinguish the teachings of the
Classical world, ushering in unquestioning adherence to
the 'one true faith'. The Roman Empire had been
generous in embracing and absorbing new creeds. But
with the coming of Christianity, everything changed. This
new faith, despite preaching peace, was violent, ruthless
and intolerant. And once it became the religion of
empire, its zealous adherents set about the destruction
of the old gods. Their altars were upturned, their temples
demolished and their statues hacked to pieces. Books,
including great works of philosophy and science, were
consigned to the pyre. It was an annihilation. A Book of
the Year in the Daily Telegraph, the Spectator, the
Observer, and BBC History Magazine A New York Times
Book Review Editors' Choice Winner of the Royal
Society of Literature Jerwood Award for Nonfiction
Thou Art That is a compilation of previously uncollected
essays and lectures by Joseph Campbell that focus on
the Judeo-Christian tradition. Campbell explores
common religious symbols, reexamining and
reinterpreting them in the context of his remarkable
knowledge of world mythology. Campbell believed that
society often confuses the literal and metaphorical
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interpretations of religious stories and symbols. In this
collection, he eloquently reestablishes these symbols as
a means to enhance spiritual understanding and mystical
revelation. With characteristic verve, he ranges from rich
storytelling to insightful comparative scholarship.
Included is editor Eugene Kennedy's classic interview
with Campbell in the New York Times Magazine, which
originally brought the scholar to the attention of the
public.
Clément's Transfiguring Time is an early work, written
when he was 37. It carries all the excitement of his fresh
encounter with Orthodoxy and the Fathers of the
Christian Church. He draws on his deep study of
Hinduism, Buddhism and Indian myths to differentiate
the understanding of time and eternity in archaic
religions, in Hinduism and in Buddhism, from the
Christian and specifically Orthodox understanding of time
and eternity. This new translation – the first one in
English - wants to bring Clément's early work to a new
generation of readers.
Mystics are path-breaking religious practitioners who
claim to have experience the infinite, word-defying
Mystery that is God. Many have been gifted writers with
an uncanny ability to communicate the great realities of
life with both a theologian's precision and a poet's
lyricism. They use words to jolt us into recognizing
ineffable mysteries surging beneath the surface of our
lives and within the depths of our hearts and, by their
artistry, can awaken us to see and savor fugitive
glimpses of a God-drenched world.In Mystics, William
Harmless, S.J., introduces readers to the scholarly study
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of mysticism. He explores both mystics' extraordinary
lives and their no-less-extraordinary writings using a
unique case-study method centered on detailed
examinations of six major Christian mystics: Thomas
Merton, Bernard of Clairvaux, Hildegard of Bingen,
Bonaventure, Meister Eckhart, and Evagrius Ponticus.
Rather than presenting mysticism as a subtle web of
psychological or theological abstractions, Harmless's
case-study approach brings things down to earth,
restoring mystics to their historical context.Harmless
highlights the pungent diversity of mystical experiences
and mystical theologies. Stepping beyond Christianity,
he also explores mystical elements within Islam and
Buddhism, offering a chapter on the popular Sufi poet
Rumi and one on the famous Japanese Zen master
Dogen. Harmless concludes with an overview of the
century-long scholarly conversation on mysticism and
offers a unique, multifaceted optic for understanding
mystics, their communities, and their writings. Geared
toward a wide audience, Mystics balances state-of-theart scholarship with accessible, lucid prose.
During the early middle ages, Europe developed
complex and varied Christian cultures, and from about
1100 secular rulers, competing factions and inspired
individuals continued to engender a diverse and everchanging mix within Christian society. This volume
explores the wide range of institutions, practices and
experiences associated with the life of European
Christians in the later middle ages. The clergy of this
period initiated new approaches to the role of priests,
bishops and popes, and developed an ambitious project
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to instruct the laity. For lay people, the practices of parish
religion were central, but many sought additional ways to
enrich their lives as Christians. Impulses towards reform
and renewal periodically swept across Europe, led by
charismatic preachers and supported by secular rulers.
This book provides accessible accounts of these
complex historical processes and entices the reader
towards further enquiry.
Some books on mysticism offer New Age syncretism.
Others propose simplistic methods of producing spiritual
experiences. Still others deconstruct religious
experience. The Roots of Christian Mysticism by Oliver
Clement, however, avoids these pitfalls. Clement
presents the mysticism of the early fathers themselves,
from whose writings he offers exceptionally rich
selections that are not readily available. In so doing, he
introduces the reader to Christian mysticism through the
words of those who were Â“drunk with God,Â” but
whose religious experience was firmly rooted in Christ.
Most importantly, given the modern propensity for bogus
spirituality, Clement shows the indissoluble unity
between mysticism and doctrine. The Fathers speak
doctrine in voices radiant with the dark vision of God and
their doctrine is both the fruit of prayer and the form of
spirituality. From this perspective, the ChurchÂ’s
teachings about God, Christ, Church, Sacrament and
Christian vocation become the objects of contemplation
and the personal quest for God finds its way within, not
apart from the Church, ecclesia. Christian mysticism,
therefore, always occurs within the womb of the Church,
particularly within the locus of the liturgy and thus, is
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prevented at the outset from becoming merely a
freewheeling and self-authenticating form of emotional
exuberance. Mysticism, thus firmly rooted, is considered
the normal spiritual life of all Christians. All the faithful
are called to realize fully the grace of their baptism, that
is, to fulfill their humanity by being divinized through
grace. These words might be disconcerting or raise the
specter of Â“enthusiasm,Â” but some proper
understanding of this calling, however embryonic, is
indispensable to spiritual growth, to the life of the Church
and to the transformation of culture. Why, for example,
when so many Americans claim to be Christian does
their faith have so little impact on our culture? Or why are
the ChurchÂ’s moral teachings found to be so
excessively burdensome? Perhaps Christians have
seldom been directed toward a spirituality that would
open them to a fuller vision of their true destiny in Christ.
A recent classroom experience illustrates the point. A
young Christian father of two vigorously proposed many
practical reasons for using contraception. His
understanding of fatherhood operated on a purely
naturalistic level; his concern to provide for his children
likewise revolved around material goods. But once he
glimpsed the ultimate destiny in Christ to which he and
his children were called, he saw his fatherhood as a
participation in a sacred mission and trust. Only then did
the ChurchÂ’s teaching and the sacrifices it entails
make sense enough to follow. Such illumination is an
essential component in the birth of mystical life from
which, for the fathers, the moral life flows. To use
ClementÂ’s terms, Â“only when the beauty-goodness of
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the truth captures the spirit-heart is the person able to
engage in Christian praxis and to make the sacrifices
necessary not merely to be good but to be transformed
into Christ.Â” This transformation entails strenuous
spiritual combat with a fallen human nature that the
Fathers understand with exquisite perception. But even
here the patristic thrust is basically positive, an attraction
to the beauty and goodness of God that calls forth virtue,
rather than an emphasis on the direct destruction of sin.
Clement aptly describes asceticism as Â“an awakening
from the sleep-walking of daily life. It enables the Word
to clear the silt away in the depth of the soul, freeing the
spring of living waters.... It is the Word who acts but we
have to co-operate with him, not so much be exertion of
will-power as by loving attentiveness.Â” Although
spiritual growth naturally encompasses the activities of
prayer, fasting and so forth. Clement never discusses
this apart from Christ and Trinity. Salvation is not
achieved through Pelagian self-development but in
Christ and through his Church. The FathersÂ’
theological center prevents their mysticism from
collapsing into self-centered or naturalistic forms. The
beauty that attracts is never separated from her sisters
truth and goodness. The Roots of Christian Mysticism
needs to be read by Christians seeking spiritual depth
and by anyone wanting to taste doctrine as a living word.
It is an excellent introduction to patristic thought and
offers not only extensive selections of their writings but
an appendix of about seventy pages of biographical
material. Only one criticism of the book is offered:
references to modern writers need to be noted so the
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reader can pursue them. Otherwise, this book is a gem.
Jerrilyn Szelle Crisis April, 1996
Farmer, poet, essayist, and environmental writer Wendell
Berry is acclaimed for his ideas regarding the values inherent
in an agricultural society. Place, community, good work, and
simple pleasures are but a few of the values that form the
bedrock of Berry's thought. While the notion of reverence is
central to Berry, he is not widely known as a religious writer.
However, the moral underpinnings of his work are rooted in
Christian tradition, articulating the tenet that faith and
stewardship of the land are not mutually exclusive. In Wendell
Berry and Religion, editors Joel J. Shuman and L. Roger
Owens probe the moral and spiritual implications of Berry's
work. Chief among them are the notions that the earth is
God's provisional gift to mankind and that studying how we
engage material creation reflects important truths. This
collection reveals deep, thoughtful, and provocative
conversations within Berry's writings, illuminating the
theological inspirations inherent in his work.
The Roots of Christian MysticismText and Commentary
This book investigates the problem of esoteric traditions in
early Christianity, their origin and their transformation in
Patristic hermeneutics, in the West as well as in the East. It
argues that these traditions eventually formed the basis of
nascent Christian mysticism in Late Antiquity. These esoteric
traditions do not reflect the influence of Greek Mystery
religions, as has often been claimed, but rather seem to stem
from the Jewish background of Christianity. They were
adopted by various Gnostic teachings, a fact which helps
explaining their eventual disappearance from Patristic
literature. The eleven chapters study each a different aspect
of the problem, including the questions of Gnostic and
Manichaean esotericism. This book will be of interest to all
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students of religious history in Late Antiquity. Revised and
extended paperback edition. Originally published in 1996.
Please click here for details.
This book provides the reader for the first time with a history
of pre-kabbalistic Jewish mysticism. It covers the period from
the Hebrew Bible (Ezekiel) up to Merkavah mysticism, the
first full-fledged mystical movement in late antiquity. Many
scholars have dealt with Merkavah mysticism proper and its
ramifications for classical rabbinic Judaism, but very few have
paid full attention to the evidence of the Hebrew Bible, the
apocalyptic literature, Qumran, and Philo. It is this gap
between the Hebrew Bible and Merkavah mysticism that
Peter Schafer wishes to fill in a systematic and reflective
manner. In addressing the question of the origins of Jewish
mysticism, he asks whether we can rightfully and sensibly
speak of Jewish mysticism as a uniform and coherent
phenomenon that started some time in the mythical past of
the Hebrew Bible and later developed into what would
become Merkavah mysticism and ultimately the Kabbalah.
Instead of imposing a preconceived notion of mysticism on a
great variety of relevant literatures, belonging to different
communities at different times and on different places, the
author proceeds heuristically and asks what these literatures
wish to convey about the age-old human desire to get close
to and communicate with God. Peter Schafer has dedicated
much of his scholarly life to the history of Jewish mysticism.
The Origins of Jewish Mysticism summarizes his views in an
accessible way, directed at specialists as well as at a broader
audience.
This is a short, accessible analysis of Christianity that focuses
on its social and cultural diversity as well as its historical
dimensions.
This friendly, accessible book is about the age-old hunger in
human hearts to open, and deepen, and grow towards faithful
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intimacy with the Source of all that is. This spiritual journey is
radically personal, but it is not meant to be entirely solitary. It
can be supported at crucial times by friendship with someone
who has learned how to listen, through a life of prayer, for the
guidance of God’s Spirit in their own soul and in the soul of
another. Long ago, in Celtic Christian Ireland, such a person
was called an anam cara—a soul friend. “Every soul, from
time to time on its mysterious trek towards union with God,
needs a human friend for encouragement on the way.” In
Discovering the Art of Soul Friending, Carolyn Gratton invites
us to say “yes” to the ability to share with another and to
disclose something of oneself on each seeker’s journey
towards union with God. Enriched by a lifetime of insights
gained from educating groups around the world, she guides
aspiring spiritual companions to: -a discernment of their own
level of spiritual maturity; -sensitivity in the art of spiritual
guidance and to a seeker’s desires, the soil from which their
truest love can spring; -a commitment to prayer and the
transformation of consciousness it makes possible;
-rootedness in their own faith tradition and, throughout life, an
openness to the expanded perceptions possible in our
multicultural world. Carolyn completes each chapter with what
she calls a “Book Providence” section—an annotated
bibliography of resources that can expand the discernment
skills and contextual awareness of potential soul friends.
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