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If you love Jennifer Robson or The Crown you will love New York Times bestselling author Karen Harper’s novel about Elizabeth,
The Queen Mother. 1939. As the wife of the King George VI and the mother of the future queen, Elizabeth—“the queen
mother”—shows a warm, smiling face to the world. But it’s no surprise that Hitler himself calls her the “Most Dangerous Woman in
Europe.” For behind that soft voice and kindly demeanor is a will of steel. Two years earlier, George was thrust onto the throne
when his brother Edward abdicated, determined to marry his divorced, American mistress Mrs. Simpson. Vowing to do whatever it
takes to make her husband’s reign a success, Elizabeth endears herself to the British people, and prevents the former king and
his brazen bride from ever again setting foot in Buckingham Palace. Elizabeth holds many powerful cards, she’s also hiding
damaging secrets about her past and her provenance that could prove to be her undoing. In this riveting novel of royal secrets and
intrigue, Karen Harper lifts the veil on one of the world’s most fascinating families, and how its “secret weapon” of a matriarch
maneuvered her way through one of the most dangerous chapters of the century.
Eight generations of the greatest and worst kings and queens that this country has ever seen – from the White Ship to the
Lionheart, bad King John to the Black Prince and John of Gaunt – this is the dynasty that invented England as we still know it
today – great history to appeal to readers of Ken Follet, Bernard Cornwell, Tom Holland
Drawn from the secret, never-before-seen diaries, journals, and sexual records of the novelist, poet, and university professor
Samuel M. Steward, Secret Historian is a sensational reconstruction of one of the more extraordinary hidden lives of the twentieth
century. An intimate friend of Gertrude Stein, Alice B. Toklas, and Thornton Wilder, Steward maintained a secret sex life from
childhood on, and documented these experiences in brilliantly vivid (and often very funny) detail. After leaving the world of
academe to become Phil Sparrow, a tattoo artist on Chicago's notorious South State Street, Steward worked closely with Alfred
Kinsey on his landmark sex research. During the early 1960s, Steward changed his name and identity once again, this time to
write exceptionally literate, upbeat pro-homosexual pornography under the name of Phil Andros. Until today he has been known
only as Phil Sparrow—but an extraordinary archive of his papers, lost since his death in 1993, has provided Justin Spring with the
material for an exceptionally compassionate and brilliantly illuminating life-and-times biography. More than merely the story of one
remarkable man, Secret Historian is a moving portrait of homosexual life long before Stonewall and gay liberation. Secret Historian
is a 2010 National Book Award Finalist for Nonfiction.
The Secret History of Here is the story of a single place, a farm in the Scottish Borders. The site on which Alistair Moffat's farm
now stands has been occupied since pre-historic times. The fields have turned up ancient arrow heads, stone spindles, silver
pennies and a stone carved with the rune-like letters of Ogham. Walking this landscape you can feel the presence and see the
marks of those who lived here before. But it is also the story of everywhere. In uncovering the history of one piece of land, Moffat
shows how history is all around us, if only we have the eyes to see it. Under our feet, carved into the landscape, in the layout of
paths and roads, in the stories we pass down, our history leaves its trace on the land. Taking the form of a journal of a year, The
Secret History of Here is a walk through the centuries as much as the seasons. We hear the echo of battles long since fought, of
lives lived quietly or scandalously, of armies, of kings, of the common folk who mostly inhabited this land, and a little of those that
live here now.
The surprising, often fiercely feminist, always fascinating, yet barely known, history of home economics.
The Vengeful Wife and Other Blackfoot Stories by historian Hugh A. Dempsey presents tales from the Blackfoot tribe of the plains
of northern Montana and southern Alberta. Drawn from Dempsey’s fifty years of interviewing tribal elders and sifting through
archives, the stories are about warfare, hunting, ceremonies, sexuality, the supernatural, and captivity, and they reflect the
Blackfoot worldview and beliefs. This remarkable compilation of oral history and accounts from government officials, travelers, and
fur traders preserves stories dating from the late 1700s to the early 1900s. "The importance of oral history," Dempsey writes, "is
reflected in the fact that the majority of these stories would never have survived had they not been preserved orally from
generation to generation."
Life's Greatest Secret is the story of the discovery and cracking of the genetic code. This great scientific breakthrough has had farreaching consequences for how we understand ourselves and our place in the natural world. The code forms the most striking
proof of Darwin's hypothesis that all organisms are related, holds tremendous promise for improving human well-being, and has
transformed the way we think about life. Matthew Cobb interweaves science, biography and anecdote in a book that mixes
remarkable insights, theoretical dead-ends and ingenious experiments with the pace of a thriller. He describes cooperation and
competition among some of the twentieth century's most outstanding and eccentric minds, moves between biology, physics and
chemistry, and shows the part played by computing and cybernetics. The story spans the globe, from Cambridge MA to
Cambridge UK, New York to Paris, London to Moscow. It is both thrilling science and a fascinating story about how science is
done.
A few weeks after the planes crashed into the World Trade Centre on 9/11, LA Times journalist Megan Stack was thrust into
Afghanistan and Pakistan, dodging gunmen and prodding warlords for information. She then travelled to other war ravaged
countries of the Middle East including Israel and Libya, witnessing and telling the stories of the changing Muslim world. Stack
relates her initial wild excitement and her slow disillusionment as the cost of violence outweighs the elusive promise of freedom
and democracy. She reports from under bombardment in Lebanon; records the raw pain of suicide bombings in Israel; and one by
one, marks the deaths and disappearance of those she interviews. Every Man in This Village is a Liar is a deeply human memoir
about the wars of the twenty first century. Beautiful, savage and unsettling, it is an indispensible book of our times.

This graphic novel "brings to light for the first time the existence of enslaved black women warriors, whose stories can be
traced by carefully scrutinizing historical records; and where the historical record goes silent, Wake reconstructs the likely
past of two female rebels, Adono and Alele, on the slave ship The Unity ... [The book] offers ... insight into the struggle to
survive whole as a black woman in today's America; it is a historiography that illuminates both the challenges and the
necessity of uncovering the true stories of slavery; and it is an overdue reckoning with slavery in New York City where
two of these armed revolts took place"-Page 1/7
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Includes all-new chapter about the 45th POTUS, Donald J. Trump. This updated and redesigned edition of Secret Lives
of the U.S. Presidents features outrageous and uncensored profiles of our commanders in chief—complete with hundreds
of little-known, politically incorrect, and downright wacko facts. You’ll discover that: • Teddy Roosevelt was blinded in a
White House boxing match • John Quincy Adams loved to skinny-dip in the Potomac River • Gerald Ford once worked
as a Cosmopolitan magazine cover model • Warren G. Harding gambled with White House china when he ran low on
cash • Jimmy Carter reported a UFO sighting in Georgia With chapters on everyone from George Washington to Donald
Trump, Secret Lives of the U.S. Presidents tackles all the tough questions that other history books are afraid to ask:
Which president claimed that God struck down Abraham Lincoln on purpose? How many of these folks were cheating on
their spouses? And are there really secret tunnels underneath the White House? American history was never this much
fun in school!
THE SUNDAY TIMES AND NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER A Guardian, Daily Telegraph, New Statesman and Daily
Express Book of the Year 'Hugely, highly and happily recommended' Stephen Fry 'You should read Humankind. You'll
learn a lot (I did) and you'll have good reason to feel better about the human race' Tim Harford 'The book we need right
now' Daily Telegraph 'Made me see humanity from a fresh perspective' Yuval Noah Harari It's a belief that unites the left
and right, psychologists and philosophers, writers and historians. It drives the headlines that surround us and the laws
that touch our lives. From Machiavelli to Hobbes, Freud to Dawkins, the roots of this belief have sunk deep into Western
thought. Human beings, we're taught, are by nature selfish and governed by self-interest. Humankind makes a new
argument: that it is realistic, as well as revolutionary, to assume that people are good. The instinct to cooperate rather
than compete, trust rather than distrust, has an evolutionary basis going right back to the beginning of Homo sapiens. By
thinking the worst of others, we bring out the worst in our politics and economics too. In this major book, internationally
bestselling author Rutger Bregman takes some of the world's most famous studies and events and reframes them,
providing a new perspective on the last 200,000 years of human history. From the real-life Lord of the Flies to the Blitz, a
Siberian fox farm to an infamous New York murder, Stanley Milgram's Yale shock machine to the Stanford prison
experiment, Bregman shows how believing in human kindness and altruism can be a new way to think – and act as the
foundation for achieving true change in our society. It is time for a new view of human nature.
There have been thousands of books on the Great War, but most have focused on commanders, battles, strategy, and
tactics. Less attention has been paid to the daily lives of the combatants, how they endured the unimaginable conditions
of industrial warfare: the rain of shells, bullets, and chemical agents. In The Secret History of Soldiers, Tim Cook,
Canada's foremost military historian, examines how those who survived trench warfare on the Western Front found
entertainment, solace, relief, and distraction from the relentless slaughter. These tales come from the soldiers
themselves, mined from the letters, diaries, memoirs, and oral accounts of more than five hundred combatants. Rare
examples of trench art, postcards, and even song sheets offer insight into a hidden society that was often irreverent,
raunchy, and anti-authoritarian. Believing in supernatural stories was another way soldiers shielded themselves from the
horror. While novels and poetry often depict the soldiers of the Great War as mere victims, this new history shows how
the soldiers pushed back against the grim war, refusing to be broken in the mincing machine of the Western Front. The
violence of war is always present, but Cook reveals the gallows humour the soldiers employed to get through it. Over the
years, both writers and historians have overlooked this aspect of the men's lives. The fighting at the front was
devastating, but behind the battle lines, another layer of life existed, one that included songs, skits, art, and soldierproduced newspapers. With his trademark narrative abilities and an unerring eye for the telling human detail, Cook has
created another landmark history of Canadian military life as he reveals the secrets of how soldiers survived the carnage
of the Western Front.
THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER As seen on The Joe Rogan Experience! A groundbreaking dive into the role
psychedelics have played in the origins of Western civilization, and the real-life quest for the Holy Grail that could shake
the Church to its foundations. The most influential religious historian of the 20th century, Huston Smith, once referred to it
as the "best-kept secret" in history. Did the Ancient Greeks use drugs to find God? And did the earliest Christians inherit
the same, secret tradition? A profound knowledge of visionary plants, herbs and fungi passed from one generation to the
next, ever since the Stone Age? There is zero archaeological evidence for the original Eucharist – the sacred wine said to
guarantee life after death for those who drink the blood of Jesus. The Holy Grail and its miraculous contents have never
been found. In the absence of any hard data, whatever happened at the Last Supper remains an article of faith for
today’s 2.5 billion Christians. In an unprecedented search for answers, The Immortality Key examines the archaic roots
of the ritual that is performed every Sunday for nearly one third of the planet. Religion and science converge to paint a
radical picture of Christianity’s founding event. And after centuries of debate, to solve history’s greatest puzzle. Before
the birth of Jesus, the Ancient Greeks found salvation in their own sacraments. Sacred beverages were routinely
consumed as part of the so-called Ancient Mysteries – elaborate rites that led initiates to the brink of death. The best and
brightest from Athens and Rome flocked to the spiritual capital of Eleusis, where a holy beer unleashed heavenly visions
for two thousand years. Others drank the holy wine of Dionysus to become one with the god. In the 1970s, renegade
scholars claimed this beer and wine – the original sacraments of Western civilization – were spiked with mind-altering
drugs. In recent years, vindication for the disgraced theory has been quietly mounting in the laboratory. The constantly
advancing fields of archaeobotany and archaeochemistry have hinted at the enduring use of hallucinogenic drinks in
antiquity. And with a single dose of psilocybin, the psychopharmacologists at Johns Hopkins and NYU are now turning
self-proclaimed atheists into instant believers. But the smoking gun remains elusive. If these sacraments survived for
thousands of years in our remote prehistory, from the Stone Age to the Ancient Greeks, did they also survive into the age
of Jesus? Was the Eucharist of the earliest Christians, in fact, a psychedelic Eucharist? With an unquenchable thirst for
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evidence, Muraresku takes the reader on his twelve-year global hunt for proof. He tours the ruins of Greece with its
government archaeologists. He gains access to the hidden collections of the Louvre to show the continuity from pagan to
Christian wine. He unravels the Ancient Greek of the New Testament with the world’s most controversial priest. He
spelunks into the catacombs under the streets of Rome to decipher the lost symbols of Christianity’s oldest monuments.
He breaches the secret archives of the Vatican to unearth manuscripts never before translated into English. And with
leads from the archaeological chemists at UPenn and MIT, he unveils the first scientific data for the ritual use of
psychedelic drugs in classical antiquity. The Immortality Key reconstructs the suppressed history of women consecrating
a forbidden, drugged Eucharist that was later banned by the Church Fathers. Women who were then targeted as witches
during the Inquisition, when Europe’s sacred pharmacology largely disappeared. If the scientists of today have
resurrected this technology, then Christianity is in crisis. Unless it returns to its roots. Featuring a Foreword by Graham
Hancock, the NYT bestselling author of America Before.
Aaron Gurevich has long been considered one of the world's leading medievalists and a pioneer in the field of historical
anthropology. This book brings together eleven of his most important essays—many difficult to find and some never
before available in English. Gurevich's writing, while informed by the history of mentalities as practiced by the French
school of Le Goff and Duby, reflects a broader view of European culture outside France. He rejects reductionist concepts
and operates with a total view of culture, using a wide range of sources—legal as well as ecclesiastical, popular as well as
learned, oral and visual as well as literary. This collection amply demonstrates this breadth of Gurevich's work and
highlights his ability to synthesize historical, anthropological, and semiotic approaches to culture. Especially valuable are
pieces such as Gurevich's essay Wealth and Gift-Bestowal Among the Ancient Scandinavians, about the importance of
gift exchange in the medieval world. One of the first studies for this practice, this classic essay has for years been
unavailable. Other pieces range from the deities and heroes of Germanic poetry to the image of the Beyond in the Middle
Ages.
A breathtaking journey into the hidden history of medieval manuscripts, from the Lindisfarne Gospels to the ornate
Psalter of Henry VIII “A delight—immersive, conversational, and intensely visual, full of gorgeous illustrations and
shimmering description.” –Helen Castor, author of She-Wolves Medieval manuscripts can tell us much about power and
art, knowledge and beauty. Many have survived because of an author’s status—part of the reason we have so much of
Chaucer’s writing, for example, is because he was a London-based government official first and a poet second. Other
works by the less influential have narrowly avoided ruin, like the book of illiterate Margery Kempe, found in a country
house closet, the cover nibbled on by mice. Scholar Mary Wellesley recounts the amazing origins of these remarkable
manuscripts, surfacing the important roles played by women and ordinary people—the grinders, binders, and scribes—in
their creation and survival. The Gilded Page is the story of the written word in the manuscript age. Rich and surprising, it
shows how the most exquisite objects ever made by human hands came from unexpected places. “Mary Wellesley is a
born storyteller and The Gilded Page is as good as historical writing gets. This is a sensational debut by a wonderfully
gifted historian.” —Dan Jones, bestselling author of The Plantagenets and The Templars
SHORTLISTED FOR A JAMES TAIT BLACK PRIZE 2020 WINNER OF A NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD
WINNER OF A PUBLISHING TRIANGLE AWARD BY THE RECIPIENT OF A MACARTHUR GENIUS GRANT
'Ambitious, original... a beautiful experiment in its own right' Maggie Nelson 'A startling, dazzling act of resurrection'
Michelle Alexander, author of The New Jim Crow 'Exhilarating....A rich resurrection of a forgotten history' The New York
Times At the dawn of the twentieth century, black women in the US were carving out new ways of living. The first
generations born after emancipation, their struggle was to live as if they really were free. Their defeats were bitter, but
their triumphs became the blueprint for a world that was waiting to be born. These women refused to labour like slaves or
to accept degrading conditions of work. Wrestling with the question of freedom, they invented forms of love and solidarity
outside convention and law. These were the pioneers of free love, common-law and transient marriages, queer identities,
and single motherhood - all deemed scandalous, even pathological, at the dawn of the twentieth century, though they set
the pattern for the world to come. In Wayward Lives, Beautiful Experiments, Saidiya Hartman deploys both radical
scholarship and profound literary intelligence to examine the transformation of intimate life that they instigated. With
visionary intensity, she conjures their worlds, their dilemmas, their defiant brilliance. Wayward Lives recovers their radical
aspirations and insurgent desires, their unfinished revolution in a minor key.
Sunday Times Bestseller ‘A paradigm-smashing chronicle of joyous entanglement’ Charles Foster Waterstones NonFiction Book of the Month (September) Are trees social beings? How do trees live? Do they feel pain or have awareness
of their surroundings?
Travel under the streets of London with this lavishly illustrated exploration of abandoned, modified, and reused
Underground tunnels, stations, and architecture.
Secret HistorianThe Life and Times of Samuel Steward, Professor, Tattoo Artist, and Sexual RenegadeFarrar, Straus
and Giroux
In 2017 the Salvator Mundi was sold at auction for $450m. But is it a real da Vinci? In a thrilling narrative built on
formidable research, Ben Lewis tracks the extraordinary journey of a masterpiece lost and found, lied and fought over
across the centuries.
In June 2010 American mathematics, science and philosophy historian and Plato scholar, Jay Kennedy, based at
Manchester University, published a paper in a serious academic peer-reviewed journal that announced a seismic
departure from the way we have viewed Plato for the last 500 years. The paper was so revisionary that it was picked up
by the national newspapers such as the Telegraph and the Guardian, and was also reported in the US press. In the
paper, the author reveals that Plato had hidden in his The Republic and other works a musical code, based on his studies
Page 3/7

Acces PDF Secret Historian The Life And Times Of Samuel Steward Professor Tattoo Artist And Sexual Renegade
of the Pythagorean theory of the time. Pythagorean theory was highly revolutionary in that it dispensed with the gods and
instead suggested that the universe and nature could be understood through mathematics… a debate which still rages
today. Philosophers had lost their lives or been exiled for holding such beliefs, and so Plato was forced to encode it within
his manuscripts. The author was able to spot the code by laying the manuscripts out in the form in which they were
originally written in the Greek, something which hadn't been done since the times of the Greeks themselves. Drawn from
extensive research, The Plato Code is a controversial, exciting and triumphantly accurate story of Plato's life - a life which
included banishment, war, tyranny, slavery and sex.
Based on exclusive access to E. M. Forster's previously restricted diaries this scrupulously researched and sensitively
written biography is the first to put the fact that he was homosexual back at the heart of his story.
An overview of the ongoing methods used to understand African history.
A riveting work of historical detection, revealing that the origins of one of the world’s most iconic Superheroes hides
within it a fascinating family story — and a crucial history of twentieth-century feminism. Wonder Woman, created in 1941,
is the most popular female superhero of all time. Aside from Superman and Batman, no superhero has lasted as long or
commanded so vast and wildly passionate a following. Like every other superhero, Wonder Woman has a secret identity.
Unlike every other superhero, she also has a secret history. Harvard historian and New Yorker staff writer Jill Lepore has
uncovered an astonishing trove of documents, including the never-before-seen private papers of William Moulton
Marston, Wonder Woman’s creator. Beginning in his undergraduate years at Harvard, Marston was influenced by early
suffragists and feminists, starting with Emmeline Pankhurst, who was banned from speaking on campus in 1911, when
Marston was a freshman. In the 1920s, Marston and his wife, Sadie Elizabeth Holloway, brought into their home Olive
Byrne, the niece of Margaret Sanger, one of the most influential feminists of the twentieth century. The Marston family
story is a tale of drama, intrigue, and irony. In the 1930s, Marston and Byrne wrote a regular column for Family Circle
celebrating conventional family life, even as they themselves pursued lives of extraordinary nonconformity. Marston,
internationally known as an expert on truth — he invented the lie detector test — lived a life of secrets, only to spill them on
the pages of Wonder Woman. The Secret History of Wonder Woman is a tour de force of intellectual and cultural history.
Wonder Woman, Lepore argues, is the missing link in the history of the struggle for women’s rights — a chain of events
that begins with the women’s suffrage campaigns of the early 1900s and ends with the troubled place of feminism a
century later. PRAISE FOR JILL LEPORE ‘Few historians handle weirdness as deftly or thoughtfully as Lepore … [Her]
brilliance lies in knowing what to do with the material she has. In her hands, the Wonder Woman story unpacks not only a
new cultural history of feminism, but a theory of history as well.’ The New York Times Book Review ‘Ms Lepore’s lively,
surprising and occasionally salacious history is far more than the story of a comic strip. The author, a professor of history
at Harvard, places Wonder Woman squarely in the story of women’s rights in America — a cycle of rights won, lost and
endlessly fought for again … Her superb narrative brings that history vividly into the present, weaving individual lives into
the sweeping changes of the century.’ The Wall Street Journal
Bletchley Park was where one of the war’s most famous – and crucial – achievements was made: the cracking of
Germany’s “Enigma” code in which its most important military communications were couched. This country house in the
Buckinghamshire countryside was home to Britain’s most brilliant mathematical brains, like Alan Turing, and the scene of
immense advances in technology – indeed, the birth of modern computing. The military codes deciphered there were
instrumental in turning both the Battle of the Atlantic and the war in North Africa. But, though plenty has been written
about the boffins, and the codebreaking, fictional and non-fiction – from Robert Harris and Ian McEwan to Andrew
Hodges’ biography of Turing – what of the thousands of men and women who lived and worked there during the war?
What was life like for them – an odd, secret territory between the civilian and the military? Sinclair McKay’s book is the
first history for the general reader of life at Bletchley Park, and an amazing compendium of memories from people now in
their eighties – of skating on the frozen lake in the grounds (a depressed Angus Wilson, the novelist, once threw himself
in) – of a youthful Roy Jenkins, useless at codebreaking, of the high jinks at nearby accommodation hostels – and of the
implacable secrecy that meant girlfriend and boyfriend working in adjacent huts knew nothing about each other’s work.
'A manifesto for recalibrating' DAILY MAIL 'I can't think of many books where the reader feels so passionately on the side
of the narrator' Guardian 'Full of kindness, A Still Life will make you a better person' CLARE MACKINTOSH AN
EVENING STANDARD BOOK OF 2021 Josie George lives in a tiny terraced house in the urban West Midlands with her
son. Since her early childhood, she has lived with the fluctuating and confusing challenge of disabling chronic illness. Her
days are watchful and solitary, lived out in the same hundred or so metres around her home. But Josie's world is
surprising, intricate, dynamic. She has learned what to look for: the complex patterns of ice on a frozen puddle; the
routines of her friends at the community centre; the neighbourhood birds in flight; the slow changes in the morning light,
in her small garden, in her growing son, in herself. In January 2018, Josie sets out to tell the story of her still life, over the
course of a year. As the seasons shift, and the tides of her body draw in and out, Josie begins to unfurl her history: her
childhood bright with promise but shadowed by confinement; her painful adolescence and her hopeful coming of age; the
struggle of her marriage, and the triumph of motherhood. And then a most unexpected thing happens in Josie's quiet
present: she falls in love. A Still Life is a story of illness and pain that rarely sees the light: illness and pain with no end or
resolution; illness and pain that we must meet with courage, joy, ingenuity and hope. Against a world which values 'feel
good' progress and productivity above all else, Josie sets out a quietly radical alternative: to value and treasure life for life
itself, with all its defeats and victories, with all its great and small miracles. 'A beautiful memoir, A Still Life is joy-lit: vivid,
lovestruck, hopeful and wise ... I've never come across a new writer with more to offer the world' MELISSA HARRISON
'Josie George is the kind of writer I strive to be ... A tough, tender, beautiful book about existing in a body in the world. I
loved it' ELLA RISBRIDGER 'Could not be more timely ... An immensely talented writer' LINDA GRANT
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Explore the dark subculture of 1950s tattoos! In the early 1950s, when tattoos were the indelible mark of a lowlife, an
erudite professor of English--a friend of Gertrude Stein, Thomas Mann, Andre Gide, and Thornton Wilder--abandoned his
job to become a tattoo artist (and incidentally a researcher for Alfred Kinsey). Bad Boys and Tough Tattoos tells the story
of his years working in a squalid arcade on Chicago’s tough State Street. During that time he left his mark on a hundred
thousand people, from youthful sailors who flaunted their tattoos as a rite of manhood to executives who had to hide their
passion for well-ornamented flesh. Bad Boys and Tough Tattoos is anything but politically correct. The gritty, film-noir
details of Skid Row life are rendered with unflinching honesty and furtive tenderness. His lascivious relish for the young
sailors swaggering or staggering in for a new tattoo does not blind him to the sordidness of the world they inhabited.
From studly nineteen-year-olds who traded blow jobs for tattoos to hard-bitten dykes who scared the sailors out of the
shop, the clientele was seedy at best: sailors, con men, drunks, hustlers, and Hells Angels. These days, when tattoo art
is sported by millionaires and the middle class as well as by gang members and punk rockers, the sheer squalor of Bad
Boys and Tough Tattoos is a revelation. However much tattoo culture has changed, the advice and information is still
sound: how to select a good tattoo artist what to expect during a tattooing session how to ensure the artist uses sterile
needles and other safety precautions how to care for a new tattoo why people get tattoos--25 sexual motivations for body
art More than a history of the art or a roster of famous--and infamous--tattoo customers and artists, Bad Boys and Tough
Tattoos is a raunchy, provocative look at a forgotten subculture.
William Golding's Lord of the Flies is a dystopian classic: 'exciting, relevant and thought-provoking' (Stephen King). When
a group of schoolboys are stranded on a desert island, what could go wrong? 'One of my favorite books - I read it every
couple of years.' (Suzanne Collins, author of The Hunger Games) A plane crashes on a desert island. The only survivors
are a group of schoolboys. By day, they discover fantastic wildlife and dazzling beaches, learning to survive; at night,
they are haunted by nightmares of a primitive beast. Orphaned by society, it isn't long before their innocent childhood
games devolve into a savage, murderous hunt ... 'Stands out mightily in my memory ... Such a strong statement about
the human heart.' (Patricia Cornwell) 'Terrifying and haunting.' (Kingsley Amis) 'Beautifully written, tragic and
provocative.' (E. M. Forster) ONE OF THE BBC'S ICONIC 'NOVELS THAT SHAPED OUR WORLD' What readers are
saying: 'Every real human being should read this ... This is what we are.' 'It's brilliant, it's captivating, it's thought
provoking and brutal and for some, its truly terrifying.' 'It can be read and re-read many times, and every time something
new will appear.' 'There is a reason why this is studied at school ... Excellent read.' 'This is one of the few books I've read
that I keep on my Kindle to read again.' 'I revisit this every few years and it's always fresh and impressive ... One of the
best books I've ever read.'
THE SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER 'A mind-expanding tour of the world without leaving your paintbox. Every colour
has a story, and here are some of the most alluring, alarming, and thought-provoking. Very hard painting the hallway
magnolia after this inspiring primer.' Simon Garfield The Secret Lives of Colour tells the unusual stories of the 75 most
fascinating shades, dyes and hues. From blonde to ginger, the brown that changed the way battles were fought to the
white that protected against the plague, Picasso's blue period to the charcoal on the cave walls at Lascaux, acid yellow to
kelly green, and from scarlet women to imperial purple, these surprising stories run like a bright thread throughout history.
In this book Kassia St Clair has turned her lifelong obsession with colours and where they come from (whether Van
Gogh's chrome yellow sunflowers or punk's fluorescent pink) into a unique study of human civilisation. Across fashion
and politics, art and war, The Secret Lives of Colour tell the vivid story of our culture.
'Outstanding... This is the royals as we have never seen them before' Kate Vigurs, author of Mission France For the first
time, The Secret Royals uncovers the remarkable relationship between the Royal Family and the intelligence community,
from the reign of Queen Victoria to the death of Princess Diana. In an enthralling narrative, Richard J. Aldrich and Rory
Cormac show how the British secret services grew out of persistent attempts to assassinate Victoria and then operated
on a private and informal basis, drawing on close personal relationships between senior spies, the aristocracy, and the
monarchy. This reached its zenith after the murder of the Romanovs and the Russian revolution when, fearing a similar
revolt in Britain, King George V considered using private networks to provide intelligence on the loyalty of the armed
forces - and of the broader population. In 1936, the dramatic abdication of Edward VIII formed a turning point in this
relationship. What originally started as family feuding over a romantic liaison with the American divorcee Wallis Simpson,
escalated into a national security crisis. Fearing the couple's Nazi sympathies as well as domestic instability, British spies
turned their attention to the King. During the Second World War, his successor, King George VI gradually restored trust
between the secret world and House of Windsor. Thereafter, Queen Elizabeth II regularly enacted her constitutional right
to advise and warn, raising her eyebrow knowingly at prime ministers and spymasters alike. Based on original research
and new evidence, The Secret Royals presents the British monarchy in an entirely new light and reveals how far their
majesties still call the shots in a hidden world.
A definitive history of the race to unravel DNA's structure, by one of our most prominent medical historians.
In this internationally bestselling novel, the author of The Swan Thieves has 'refashioned the vampire myth into a
compelling...late-night page-turner' - San Francisco Chronicle Late one night, exploring her father's library, a young
woman finds an ancient book and a cache of yellowing letters addressed ominously to 'My dear and unfortunate
successor'. Her discovery plunges her into a world she never dreamed of - a labyrinth where the secrets of her father's
past and her mother's mysterious fate connect to an evil hidden in the depths of history. In those few quiet moments, she
unwittingly assumes a quest she will discover is her birthright - a hunt for the truth about Vlad the Impaler, the medieval
ruler whose barbarous reign formed the basis of the Dracula myth. Deciphering obscure signs and hidden texts, reading
codes worked into the fabric of medieval monastic traditions, and evading terrifying adversaries, one woman comes ever
closer to the secret of her own past and a confrontation with the very definition of evil. Elizabeth Kostova's debut novel is
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an adventure of monumental proportions - a captivating tale that blends fact and fantasy, history and the present with an
assurance that is almost unbearably suspenseful - and utterly unforgettable. 'Quite extraordinary....Kostova is a natural
storyteller....She has refashioned the vampire myth into a compelling contemporary novel, a late-night page-turner' - San
Francisco Chronicle 'Filled with fascinating details of archaic vampire lore, the splendours of the Ottoman Empire and the
beauty of the Romanian countryside' - Times Literary Supplement
The tenth-anniversary edition of the book that changed lives in profound ways, now with a new foreword and afterword.
In 2006, a groundbreaking feature-length film revealed the great mystery of the universe—The Secret—and, later that year,
Rhonda Byrne followed with a book that became a worldwide bestseller. Fragments of a Great Secret have been found in
the oral traditions, in literature, in religions and philosophies throughout the centuries. For the first time, all the pieces of
The Secret come together in an incredible revelation that will be life-transforming for all who experience it. In this book,
you’ll learn how to use The Secret in every aspect of your life—money, health, relationships, happiness, and in every
interaction you have in the world. You’ll begin to understand the hidden, untapped power that’s within you, and this
revelation can bring joy to every aspect of your life. The Secret contains wisdom from modern-day teachers—men and
women who have used it to achieve health, wealth, and happiness. By applying the knowledge of The Secret, they bring
to light compelling stories of eradicating disease, acquiring massive wealth, overcoming obstacles, and achieving what
many would regard as impossible.
In Secret Life, Professor David M. Jacobs of Temple University takes us into the private world of those abducted by
aliens, letting them describe in their own words what it is like to be abducted. Based on interviews with sixty individuals
and more than 300 independently corroborated accounts, Secret Life presents the most complete and accurate picture of
alien abductions ever compiled. Dr. Jacobs takes the reader on a minute-by-minute journey through a typical abduction
experience and describes in detail the bizarre physical, mental and reproductive procedures that abductees claim have
been administered by small alien beings. Jacobs draws from these interviews a profoundly unsettling reason behind the
abductions: aliens are conducting a complex reproductive experiment involving the conception, gestation. or incubation of
human and alien hybrid beings.
"He was history's most creative genius. What secrets can he teach us? The [bestselling biographer] brings Leonardo da
Vinci to life in this exciting new biography. Drawing on thousands of pages from Leonardo's astonishing notebooks and
new discoveries about his life and work, Walter Isaacson weaves a narrative that connects his art to his science. He
shows how Leonardo's genius was based on skills we can improve in ourselves, such as passionate curiosity, careful
observation, and an imagination so playful that it flirted with fantasy. His creativity, like that of other great innovators,
came from standing at the intersection of the humanities and technology. He peeled flesh off the faces of cadavers, drew
the muscles that move the lips, and then painted history's most memorable smile on the Mona Lisa. He explored the
math of optics, showed how light rays strike the cornea, and produced illusions of changing perspectives in The Last
Supper. Isaacson also describes how Leonardo's lifelong enthusiasm for staging theatrical productions informed his
paintings and inventions. His ability to combine art and science, made iconic by his drawing of what may be himself
inside a circle and a square, remains the enduring recipe for innovation. His life should remind us of the importance of
instilling, both in ourselves and our children, not just received knowledge but a willingness to question it; to be
imaginative and, like talented misfits and rebels in any era, to think different."--Jacket.
Drawn from the secret, never-before-seen diaries, journals, and sexual records of the novelist, poet, and university
professor Samuel M. Steward, Secret Historian is a sensational reconstruction of one of the more extraordinary hidden
lives of the twentieth century. An intimate friend of Gertrude Stein, Alice B. Toklas, and Thornton Wilder, Steward
maintained a secret sex life from childhood on, and documented these experiences in brilliantly vivid (and often very
funny) detail. After leaving the world of academe to become Phil Sparrow, a tattoo artist on Chicago’s notorious South
State Street, Steward worked closely with Alfred Kinsey on his landmark sex research. During the early 1960s, Steward
changed his name and identity once again, this time to write exceptionally literate, upbeat pro-homosexual pornography
under the name of Phil Andros. Until today he has been known only as Phil Sparrow—but an extraordinary archive of his
papers, lost since his death in 1993, has provided Justin Spring with the material for an exceptionally compassionate and
brilliantly illuminating life-and-times biography. More than merely the story of one remarkable man, Secret Historian is a
moving portrait of homosexual life long before Stonewall and gay liberation. Secret Historian is a 2010 National Book
Award Finalist for Nonfiction.
In the eighteenth century, the palace's most elegant assembly room was in fact a bloody battlefield. This was a world of
skulduggery, politicking, wigs and beauty-spots, where fans whistled open like flick-knives. Ambitious and talented people
flocked to court of George II and Queen Caroline in search of power and prestige, but Kensington Palace was also a
gilded cage. Successful courtiers needed level heads and cold hearts; their secrets were never safe. Among them, a Vice
Chamberlain with many vices, a Maid of Honour with a secret marriage, a pushy painter, an alcoholic equerry, a Wild
Boy, a penniless poet, a dwarf comedian, two mysterious turbaned Turks and any number of discarded royal mistresses.
An eye-opening portrait of a group of royal servants, Courtiers also throws new light on the dramatic life of George II and
Queen Caroline at Kensington Palace.
"An Obscene Diary The Visual World of Sam Steward" chronicles the extraordinary visual world of a talented and largely
unknown, writer, artist, photographer, and sexual outlaw. The edition, limited to 1,000 copies presents a diverse and
powerful collection of drawings, paintings, sculptures, decorative objects, illustrations and photographs that are
remarkably varied in style, and often quite contradictory in mood and tone.
The birth of the modern world as told through the remarkable story of one eighteenth-century family They were
abolitionists, speculators, slave owners, government officials, and occasional politicians. They were observers of the
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anxieties and dramas of empire. And they were from one family. The Inner Life of Empires tells the intimate history of the
Johnstones--four sisters and seven brothers who lived in Scotland and around the globe in the fast-changing eighteenth
century. Piecing together their voyages, marriages, debts, and lawsuits, and examining their ideas, sentiments, and
values, renowned historian Emma Rothschild illuminates a tumultuous period that created the modern economy, the
British Empire, and the philosophical Enlightenment. One of the sisters joined a rebel army, was imprisoned in Edinburgh
Castle, and escaped in disguise in 1746. Her younger brother was a close friend of Adam Smith and David Hume.
Another brother was fluent in Persian and Bengali, and married to a celebrated poet. He was the owner of a slave known
only as "Bell or Belinda," who journeyed from Calcutta to Virginia, was accused in Scotland of infanticide, and was the
last person judged to be a slave by a court in the British isles. In Grenada, India, Jamaica, and Florida, the Johnstones
embodied the connections between European, American, and Asian empires. Their family history offers insights into a
time when distinctions between the public and private, home and overseas, and slavery and servitude were in constant
flux. Based on multiple archives, documents, and letters, The Inner Life of Empires looks at one family's complex story to
describe the origins of the modern political, economic, and intellectual world.
The definitive work on Stalin's purges, the author's The Great Terror was universally acclaimed when it first appeared in
1968. It was "hailed as the only scrupulous, nonpartisan, and adequate book on the subject". And in recent years it has
received equally high praise in the Soviet Union, where it is now considered the authority on the period, and has been
serialized in Neva, one of their leading periodicals. Of course, when the author wrote the original volume two decades
ago, he relied heavily on unofficial sources. Now, with the advent of glasnost, an avalanche of new material is available,
and he has mined this enormous cache to write a substantially new edition of his classic work. It is remarkable how many
of the most disturbing conclusions have born up under the light of fresh evidence. But the author has added enormously
to the detail, including hitherto secret information on the three great "Moscow Trials," on the fate of the executed
generals, on the methods of obtaining confessions, on the purge of writers and other members of the intelligentsia, on life
in the labor camps, and many other key matters. Both a leading Sovietologist and a highly respected poet, the author
blends research with prose, providing not only an authoritative account of Stalin's purges, but also a compelling chronicle
of one of this century's most tragic events. A timely revision of a book long out of print, this is the updated version of the
author's original work.
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