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Shakespeare The Biography
Presents the life and works of Shakespeare. Includes
activities to introduce Elizabethan times, including
making costumes, making and using a quill pen, and
binding a book by hand.
OXFORD SHAKESPEARE TOPICS General Editors:
Peter Holland and Stanley Wells Oxford Shakespeare
Topics provide students and teachers with short books
on important aspects of Shakespeare criticism and
scholarship. Each book is written by an authority in its
field, and combines accessible style with original
discussion of its subject. Shakespeare and Biography is
not a new biography of Shakespeare. Instead, it is a
study of what biographers have said about Shakespeare,
from the first formal biography in the early 18th century
by Nicholas Rowe to Stephen Greenblatt, James
Shapiro, Jonathan Bate, Germaine Greer, Katherine
Duncan-Jones, Park Honan, René Weis, and others who
have written recent biographical accounts of England's
greatest writer. The emphasis is on what sort of issues
these biographers have found especially interesting in
relation to sex and gender, politics, religion, pessimism,
misanthropy, jealousy, aging, family relationships, the
end of a career, the end of life. How has Shakespeare's
contemplation of these issues changed and grown, and
in what ways do those changes reflect new cultural
developments in our world as it continues to reinterpret
Shakespeare?
Breathes new life into Shakespeare's story by
establishing fresh interpretations of his baptism;
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evidence pertaining to his father; his wedding; his home;
his will; and his monument.
“One man in his time plays many parts, His acts being
seven ages.” In this illuminating, innovative biography,
Jonathan Bate, one of today’s most accomplished
Shakespearean scholars, has found a fascinating new
way to tell the story of the great dramatist. Using the
Bard’s own immortal list of a man’s seven ages in As
You Like It, Bate deduces the crucial events of
Shakespeare’s life and connects them to his world and
work as never before. Here is the author as an infant,
born into a world of plague and syphillis, diseases with
which he became closely familiar; as a schoolboy, a
position he portrayed in The Merry Wives of Windsor, in
which a clever, cheeky lad named William learns Latin
grammar; as a lover, married at eighteen to an older
woman already pregnant, perhaps presaging Bassanio,
who in The Merchant of Venice won a wife who could
save him from financial ruin. Here, too, is Shakespeare
as a soldier, writing Henry the Fifth’s St. Crispin’s Day
speech, with a nod to his own monarch Elizabeth I’s
passionate addresses; as a justice, revealing his
possible legal training in his precise use of the law in
plays from Hamlet to Macbeth; and as a pantaloon, an
early retiree because of, Bate postulates, either illness or
a scandal. Finally, Shakespeare enters oblivion, with
sonnets that suggest he actively sought immortality
through his art and secretly helped shape his
posthumous image more than anyone ever knew. Equal
parts masterly detective story, brilliant literary analysis,
and insightful world history, Soul of the Age is more than
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a superb new recounting of Shakespeare’s experiences;
it is a bold and entertaining work of scholarship and
speculation, one that shifts from past to present, reality
to the imagination, to reveal how this unsurpassed artist
came to be.
A polemical attack on the ways recent Shakespeare
biographers have disguised their lack of information
The debate over the true author of the Shakespeare
canon has raged for centuries. Astonishingly little
evidence supports the traditional belief that Will
Shakespeare, the actor and businessman from Stratfordupon-Avon, was the author. Legendary figures such as
Mark Twain, Walt Whitman and Sigmund Freud have all
expressed grave doubts that an uneducated man who
apparently owned no books and never left England wrote
plays and poems that consistently reflect a learned and
well-traveled insider's perspective on royal courts and
the ancient feudal nobility. Recent scholarship has
turned to Edward de Vere, 17th Earl of Oxford-an
Elizabethan court playwright known to have written in
secret and who had ample means, motive and
opportunity to in fact have assumed the "Shakespeare"
disguise. "Shakespeare" by Another Name is the literary
biography of Edward de Vere as "Shakespeare." This
groundbreaking book tells the story of de Vere's actionpacked life-as Renaissance man, spendthrift, courtier,
wit, student, scoundrel, patron, military adventurer, and,
above all, prolific ghostwriter-finding in it the background
material for all of The Bard's works. Biographer Mark
Anderson incorporates a wealth of new evidence,
including de Vere's personal copy of the Bible (in which
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de Vere underlines scores of passages that are also
prominent Shakespearean biblical references).
How did plague turn Shakespeare from a jobbing hack
into a courtly poet? How did Bottom's dream rewrite the
Bible? How did Shakespeare's plays lead to the deaths
of an earl and a king? And why was he the one dramatist
of his generation never to be imprisoned? Weaving a
dazzling tapestry of Elizabethan beliefs and obsessions,
private passions and political intrigues, Soul of the Age
leads us on an exhilarating tour of the extraordinary,
colourful and often violent world that shaped and
informed Shakespeare's thinking. Written by one of the
world's leading experts, it combines almost everything
there is to know about the man and his work in one
sensational narrative, and brings us closer than ever to
understanding what being Shakespeare was actually
like.
No estimate of Shakespeare’s genius can be adequate.
In knowledge of human character, in wealth of humour,
in depth of passion, in fertility of fancy, and in soundness
of judgement, he has no rival.' William Shakespeare was
one of the most influential dramatists and poets whose
plays are performed more often than those of any other
playwright till today. In this work Sidney Lee presents the
major facts of Shakespeare’s life and illustrates them
with numerous quotes of the sonnets and plays. Sidney
Lee was an editor of the Dictionary of National Biography
and several English classics. One of his special subjects
was the life and work of William Shakespeare.
The Life of William Shakespeare is a fascinating and
wide-ranging exploration of Shakespeare's life and works
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focusing on oftern neglected literary and historical
contexts: what Shakespeare read, who he worked with
as an author and an actor, and how these various
collaborations may have affected his writing. Written by
an eminent Shakespearean scholar and experienced
theatre reviewer Pays particular attention to
Shakespeare's theatrical contemporaries and the ways
in which they influenced his writing Offers an intriguing
account of the life and work of the great poet-dramatist
structured around the idea of memory Explores often
neglected literary and historical contexts that illuminate
Shakespeare's life and works
Discover the true story behind the greatest writer who
ever lived.
What accounts for Shakespeare’s transformation from
talented poet and playwright to one of the greatest
writers who ever lived? In this gripping account, James
Shapiro sets out to answer this question, "succeed[ing]
where others have fallen short." (Boston Globe) 1599
was an epochal year for Shakespeare and England.
During that year, Shakespeare wrote four of his most
famous plays: Henry the Fifth, Julius Caesar, As You
Like It, and, most remarkably, Hamlet; Elizabethans sent
off an army to crush an Irish rebellion, weathered an
Armada threat from Spain, gambled on a fledgling East
India Company, and waited to see who would succeed
their aging and childless queen. James Shapiro
illuminates both Shakespeare’s staggering achievement
and what Elizabethans experienced in the course of
1599, bringing together the news and the intrigue of the
times with a wonderful evocation of how Shakespeare
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worked as an actor, businessman, and playwright. The
result is an exceptionally immediate and gripping
account of an inspiring moment in history.
The year was 1569 And The place was Stratford-onAvon. A little boy watched a company of traveling actors
perform on a makeshift stage. No one could have known
that the child, whose name was William Shakespeare,
would one day become the most famous playwright in
history. This is the story of the man who wrote Hamlet,
Macbeth, Romeo and Juliet, and many other plays that
have been performed and enjoyed again and again for
more than four hundred years.
Explores the life of Shakespeare and his attitudes
towards women through his relationships with Anne
Hathaway and his daughters
Almost 400 years after his death, William Shakespeare is
still acclaimed as the world's greatest writer, and yet the
man himself remains shrouded in mystery. In this
absorbing historical detective story, the acclaimed
broadcaster and historian Michael Wood takes a fresh
approach to Shakespeare's life, brilliantly recreating the
turbulent times through which the poet lived: the age of
the Reformation, the Spanish Armada, the Gunpowder
Plot and the colonization of the Americas. Drawing on an
extensive range of sources, Michael Wood takes us back
into Elizabethan England to reveal a man who is the
product of his time - a period of tremendous upheaval
that straddled the medieval and modern worlds. Using a
wealth of unexplored archive evidence the author vividly
conjures up the neighbourhoods of the Elizabethan
London where Shakespeare lived and worked during his
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glittering career. Full of fresh insights and fascinating
new discoveries, this book presents us with a
Shakespeare for the twenty-first century: a man of the
theatre, a thinking artist, playful and cunning who held up
a mirror to his age, but who was also, as his friend Ben
Jonson said, 'not of an age, but for all time'.

From Shakespeare’s religion to his wife to his
competitors in the world of early modern theatre,
biographers have approached the question of the
Bard’s life from numerous angles. Shakespeare &
Biography offers a fresh look at the biographical
questions connected with the famous playwright’s
life, through essays and reflections written by
prominent international scholars and biographers.
King John, a history play by William Shakespeare,
dramatises the reign of John, King of England (ruled
1199–1216), son of Henry II of England and Eleanor
of Aquitaine and father of Henry III of England. It is
believed to have been written in the mid-1590s but
was not published until it appeared in the First Folio
in 1623. Life of William Shakespeare is a biography
of William Shakespeare by the eminent critic Sidney
Lee. This book was one of the first major biographies
of the Bard of Avon. It was published in 1898, based
on the article contributed to the Dictionary of
National Biography. William Shakespeare (1564 –
1616) was an English poet and playwright, widely
regarded as the greatest writer in the English
language and the world's pre-eminent dramatist. He
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is often called England's national poet and the "Bard
of Avon". His extant works, including some
collaborations, consist of about 38 plays, 154
sonnets, two long narrative poems, and a few other
verses, the authorship of some of which is uncertain.
Sir Sidney Lee (1859 – 1926) was an English
biographer and critic. He was a lifelong scholar and
enthusiast of Shakespeare. His article on
Shakespeare in the fifty-first volume of the Dictionary
of National Biography formed the basis of his Life of
William Shakespeare. This full-length life is often
credited as the first modern biography of the poet.
This collection tells the life stories of the people
whom we know Shakespeare encountered, shedding
new light on Shakespeare's life and times.
OXFORD SHAKESPEARE TOPICSGeneral Editors:
Peter Holland and Stanley WellsOxford
Shakespeare Topics provide students and teachers
with short books on important aspects of
Shakespeare criticism and scholarship. Each book is
written by an authority in its field, and combines
accessible style with original discussion of its
subject.Shakespeare and Biography is not a new
biography of Shakespeare. Instead, it is a study of
what biographers have said about Shakespeare,
from the first formal biography in the early 18th
century by Nicholas Rowe to Stephen Greenblatt,
James Shapiro, Jonathan Bate, Germaine Greer,
Katherine Duncan-Jones, Park Honan, René Weis,
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and others who have written recent biographical
accounts of England's greatest writer. The emphasis
is on what sorts of issues these biographers have
foundespecially interesting in relation to sex and
gender, politics, religion, pessimism, misanthropy,
jealousy, aging, family relationships, the end of a
career, the end of life. How has Shakespeare's
contemplation of these issues changed and grown,
and in what ways do those changes reflect new
cultural developments inour world as it continues to
reinterpret Shakespeare?
Revisits the Shakespeare authorship controversy
with an arsenal of new information and powerful
arguments.
Stephen Greenblatt's Will in the World is widely
recognised to be the fullest and most brilliant
account ever written of Shakespeare's life, his work
and his age. Shakespeare was a man of his time,
constantly engaging with his audience's deepest
desires and fears, and by reconnecting with this
historic reality we are able to experience the true
character of the playwright himself. Greenblatt traces
Shakespeare's unfolding imaginative generosity - his
ability to inhabit others, to confer upon them his own
strength of spirit, to make them truly live as
independent beings as no other artist has ever done.
Digging deep into the vital links between the
playwright and his world, Will in the World provides
the fullest account ever written of the living,
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breathing man behind the masterpieces.
Examines current debates about the actual authors
of Shakespeare's plays, citing challenges from
famous historical figures while discussing the
sources of modern doubts and the author's own
beliefs.
International bestseller Bill Bryson brings us this
brilliantly readable biography of the world’s greatest
playwright, William Shakespeare.
Hundreds of years have passed since William
Shakespeare's time. He has left behind nearly a
million words of text, but his life is still a mystery.
This book is an engaging introduction to a subject
that students will certainly encounter many times
throughout their education—and their lives. Lucid
language and dramatic illustrations re-create the
Bard's world of kings and queens, fairies and
potions, and bloody beheadings. It imparts an
amazing amount of vivid, interesting material about
place, period and background of Shakespeare. This
sweeping account is a biography, a history, and a
retelling of some of Shakespeare’s most famous
plays—all in one approachable volume. Salient
Features: • Shakespeare's Early Life • Life as
Playwright and Actor • Theatre Companies • Style of
Presentation • Last Years of Life • England of
Shakespeare's Days • Drama in Shakespeare's
Days • Shakespeare's Greatness as a Poet •
Shakespeare's Influence • Works of Shakespeare in
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detail • Principal Facts of Shakespeare's Life
Publisher : General Press
William Shakespeare William Shakespeare is one of
the most recognizable names in the world.
Regardless of country, language, age, or gender,
people are familiar with the Bard's work and his
contributions to literature, theatre, art, and music. His
genius was so evident that he became famous and
respected throughout England in his own lifetime,
eventually earning the attention and patronage of the
king himself. Inside you will read about... - A Legend
is Born - The Lost Years - Early Career - The Golden
Years - Poetic Works - The Death of William
Shakespeare And much more! From his humble birth
to his sudden death, William Shakespeare's life is
traced through the theatrical legacy he left behind.
Peter Ackroyd's method is to position Shakespeare
in the close context of his world. In this way, he not
only conjures up the texture of Shakespeare's life,
but also imparts an amount of vivid, interesting
material about place, period and background.
Originally published: London: Chatto & Windus,
2005.
Bate presents an exhilarating, witty and original
account of how Shakespeare has come to be
accepted as the world genius of literature. He
includes an attack on the nationalistic interpretation
of Shakespeare.
Modern biographies of William Shakespeare
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abound; however, close scrutiny of the surviving
records clearly show that there is insufficient material
for a cradle to grave account of his life, that most of
what is written about him cannot be verified from
primary sources, and that Shakespearean biography
did not attain scholarly or academic respectability
until long after Samuel Schoenbaum published
William Shakespeare A Documentary Life in 1975.
This study begins with a short survey of the history
and practice of biography and then surveys the very
limited biographical material for Shakespeare.
Although Shakespeare gradually attained the status
as a national hero during the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries, there were no serious attempts
to reconstruct his life. Any attempt at an account of
his life or personality amounts, however, merely to
"biografiction". Modern biographers differ sharply on
Shakespeare’s apparent relationships with
Southampton and with Jonson, which merely
underlines the fact that the documentary record has
to be greatly expanded through contextual
description and speculation in order to appear like a
Life of Shakespeare.
The Tempest is a play by William Shakespeare,
believed to have been written in 1610–11, and
probably the last play that Shakespeare wrote alone.
It is set on a remote island, where Prospero, the
rightful Duke of Milan, plots to restore his daughter
Miranda to her rightful place using illusion and skillful
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manipulation. He conjures up a storm, the
eponymous tempest, to lure his usurping brother
Antonio and the complicit King Alonso of Naples to
the island. There, his machinations bring about the
revelation of Antonio's lowly nature, the redemption
of the King, and the marriage of Miranda to Alonso's
son, Ferdinand. Life of William Shakespeare is a
biography of William Shakespeare by the eminent
critic Sidney Lee. This book was one of the first
major biographies of the Bard of Avon. It was
published in 1898, based on the article contributed to
the Dictionary of National Biography. William
Shakespeare (1564 – 1616) was an English poet
and playwright, widely regarded as the greatest
writer in the English language and the world's preeminent dramatist. He is often called England's
national poet and the "Bard of Avon". His extant
works, including some collaborations, consist of
about 38 plays, 154 sonnets, two long narrative
poems, and a few other verses, the authorship of
some of which is uncertain. Sir Sidney Lee (1859 –
1926) was an English biographer and critic. He was
a lifelong scholar and enthusiast of Shakespeare.
His article on Shakespeare in the fifty-first volume of
the Dictionary of National Biography formed the
basis of his Life of William Shakespeare. This fulllength life is often credited as the first modern
biography of the poet.
Shakespeare's intertwined love polygons begin to get
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complicated from the start—Demetrius and Lysander both
want Hermia but she only has eyes for Lysander. Bad
news is, Hermia's father wants Demetrius for a son-inlaw. On the outside is Helena, whose unreturned love
burns hot for Demetrius. Hermia and Lysander plan to
flee from the city under cover of darkness but are
pursued by an enraged Demetrius (who is himself
pursued by an enraptured Helena). In the forest,
unbeknownst to the mortals, Oberon and Titania (King
and Queen of the faeries) are having a spat over a
servant boy. The plot twists up when Oberon's head
mischief-maker, Puck, runs loose with a flower which
causes people to fall in love with the first thing they see
upon waking. Throw in a group of labourers preparing a
play for the Duke's wedding (one of whom is given a
donkey's head and Titania for a lover by Puck) and the
complications become fantastically funny.
Who was William Shakespeare? How did the 'rude
groom' from Stratford grow up to be the greatest poet the
world has known? Not for a generation, since the late
Anthony Burgess's SHAKESPEARE (1970), has there
been anything approaching a popular, mainstream
biography of the greatest and most celebrated writer. Yet
Shakespeare's life was as colourful, varied and dramatic
as his works: the Warwickshire country boy who
'disappeared' for seven years before fetching up in
London as an apprentice actor...whose fellow players
could scarcely keep up with the plays he turned out for
them...who rapidly became a favourite at the court of
Elizabeth I...and returned to Stratford a prosperous
'gentleman', proud to realise his father's dream of a
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family coat of arms, before his death at 52. Anthony
Holden brilliantly interleaves the poets own words with
the known facts to breathe new life into a story never
before told in such absorbing detail. 'The perfect blend of
erudition and accessibility' - the Daily Telegraph's verdict
on Holden's life of Tchaikovsky - applies equally to his
revealing, very human portrait of Shakespeare.
Looks at the life, career, works, and influence of William
Shakespeare.
This short biography of William Shakespeare by world
famous writer Bill Bryson brims with the author's
inimitable wit and intelligence.
In true Bryson style, in a study that manages to be witty,
amusing and anecdotal as well as informative, on one of
the greatest British dramatists that has ever lived, he
recounts his travels during which he discusses
Shakespeare and his life with expert academics, actors,
directors and theatre managers, while following the
Stratford route.
Antony and Cleopatra is a tragedy by William
Shakespeare, written in 1606. The play was first printed
in the First Folio of 1623. The plot is based on Thomas
North's translation of Plutarch's Lives and follows the
relationship between Cleopatra and Mark Antony from
the time of the Sicilian revolt to Cleopatra's suicide
during the Final War of the Roman Republic. Cleopatra,
the ambiguous Queen of Egypt, has bewitched the great
Mark Antony, soldier, campaigner and now one of the
three rulers of the Roman Empire. When Antony quarrels
with his fellow leaders and throws in his lot with
Cleopatra, his infatuation threatens to split the Empire in
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two. Life of William Shakespeare is a biography of
William Shakespeare by the eminent critic Sidney Lee.
This book was one of the first major biographies of the
Bard of Avon. It was published in 1898, based on the
article contributed to the Dictionary of National
Biography. William Shakespeare (1564 – 1616) was an
English poet and playwright, widely regarded as the
greatest writer in the English language and the world's
pre-eminent dramatist. He is often called England's
national poet and the "Bard of Avon". His extant works,
including some collaborations, consist of about 38 plays,
154 sonnets, two long narrative poems, and a few other
verses, the authorship of some of which is uncertain. Sir
Sidney Lee (1859 – 1926) was an English biographer
and critic. He was a lifelong scholar and enthusiast of
Shakespeare. His article on Shakespeare in the fifty-first
volume of the Dictionary of National Biography formed
the basis of his Life of William Shakespeare. This fulllength life is often credited as the first modern biography
of the poet.
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