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Silent Spring Chapters
This comprehensive study examines the truth about
carcinogens and life-threatening substances in the
environment and reveals the political manipulation of
scientific data and methodology for ideological ends
Published more than three decades after Rachel
Carson's Silent Spring warned of the impact of
chemicals on the environment, this book offers a
critique of current thinking on cancer and its causes.
It argues that the evidence has been wilfully ignored,
and that the environment is still being poisoned.
Throughout her study, the author weaves two stories
- of Rachel Carson and her battle to be heard and of
her own cancer of the bladder, which she traces
back to agricultural and industrial contamination.
Environment: Why Read the Classics? presents six
important essays by some of the world's leading
environmental thinkers on six of the most
emblematic books ever written on the environment.
The books – Walden; A Sand County Almanac;
Small is Beautiful; Silent Spring; The Limits to
Growth; and Our Common Future – taken together
have been hugely important in the development of
global environmental awareness, activism and
policy. The essayists – Viriato Soromenho-Marques,
J. Baird Callicott, José Lima Santos, Tim O'Riordan,
Satish Kumar and Marina Silva – invite readers to
reflect on these ground-breaking works and examine
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their historical importance, as well as what they
should mean to us today and what relevance they
will have to future generations. More than just books
about the environment, these are also philosophical
treatises, in that they increase our understanding of
the natural world and of ourselves, calling us "to
weigh and consider", as Bacon put it. In particular,
they make us reflect on the need to constantly
redefine the purposes of progress, the economy and
society. How we relate to nature is a crucial aspect
in the plans we make as a species, and as
individuals; and every one of these books inspires a
more respectful relationship, both with nature and
humanity, and consequently with ourselves. The six
essays in this book are the result of a series of
conferences organised in Lisbon by the Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation with the support of the
American Embassy in Portugal. Its *raison d'être*
was to revisit the ideas that have shaped the
environmental movement, seeking inspiration to deal
with what looks like a very challenging future. The
significance of such timeless concepts is now more
apparent than ever; and these evergreen books are
full of ideas that retain their spark even in our difficult
times. This is what makes them classics.
Environment: Why Read the Classics? is a
provocative book and will be essential reading for all
those concerned about the state of the world.
100 Best Non Fiction Books has its origins in the
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recent 2 year-long Observer serial which every week
featured a work of non fiction). It is also a companion
volume to McCrum's very successful 100 Best
Novels published by Galileo in 2015. The list of
books starts in 1611 with the King James Bible and
ends in 2014 with Elizabeth Kolbert's The Sixth
Extinction. And in between, on this extraordinary
voyage through the written treasures of our culture
we meet Pepys' Diaries, Charles Darwin's The Origin
of Species, Stephen Hawking's A Brief History of
Time and a whole host of additional works.
An analysis of the relationship between African
Americans and the environment focuses on three
major themes: African Americans in the rural
environment, African Americans in the urban and
suburban environments, and African Americans and
the notion of environmental justice.
The chemical pollution that irrevocably damages
today's environment is, although many would like us
to believe otherwise, the legacy of conscious choices
made long ago. During the years before and just
after World War II, discoveries like leaded gasoline
and DDT came to market, creating new hazards
even as the expansion and mechanization of
industry exacerbated old ones. Dangers still felt
today--smog, pesticides, lead, chromium, chlorinated
solvents, asbestos, even global warming--were
already recognized by chemists, engineers, doctors,
and business managers of that era. A few
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courageous individuals spoke out without
compromise, but still more ignored scientific truth in
pursuit of money and prestige. The Polluters reveals
at last the crucial decisions that allowed
environmental issues to be trumped by political
agendas. It spotlights the leaders of the chemical
industry and describes how they applied their
economic and political power to prevent the creation
of an effective system of environmental regulation.
Research was slanted, unwelcome discoveries were
suppressed, and friendly experts were placed in
positions of influence, as science was subverted to
serve the interests of business. The story of The
Polluters is one that needs to be told, an unflinching
depiction of the onslaught of chemical pollution and
the chemical industry's unwillingness to face up to its
devastating effects.
Discusses the reckless annihilation of fish and birds
by the use of pesticides and warns of the possible
genetic effects on humans.
When Rachel Carson died of cancer in 1964, her
four books, including the environmental classic Silent
Spring, had made her one of the most famous
people in America. This trove of previously
uncollected writings is a priceless addition to our
knowledge of Rachel Carson, her affinity with the
natural world, and her life.
This textbook presents theory and concepts in
integrated pest management, complemented by two
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award-winning websites covering more practical
aspects.
Environment and Society connects the core themes
of environmental studies to the urgent issues and
debates of the twenty-first century. In an era marked
by climate change, rapid urbanization, and resource
scarcity, environmental studies has emerged as a
crucial arena of study. Assembling canonical and
contemporary texts, this volume presents a
systematic survey of concepts and issues central to
the environment in society, such as: social
mobilization on behalf of environmental objectives;
the relationships between human population,
economic growth and stresses on the planet’s
natural resources; debates about the relative effects
of collective and individual action; and unequal
distribution of the social costs of environmental
degradation. Organized around key themes, with
each section featuring questions for debate and
suggestions for further reading, the book introduces
students to the history of environmental studies, and
demonstrates how the field’s interdisciplinary
approach uniquely engages the essential issues of
the present. Instructor's Guide
A social narrative documents the close ties between
chemical weapons development and â€œpeacefulâ€
applications in insect warfare, discussing the role of
chemists and chemistry in military history and the
changing attitude of war departments toward
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chemists.
A mother and midwife inadvertently threatens the
fortunes and livelihoods of her family and their
neighbors after noticing an increase in local
miscarriages and believes it's caused by the
pesticides used by the Sanderson Timber Company,
her husband's employer.
Silent Spring is a watershed moment in the history of
environmentalism. Credited with launching the
modern environmental movement, it provoked the
ban on DDT in the US ten years later and it has
been an inspiration for feminist health movements.
Yet the shift in public health paradigms that Silent
Spring enjoined is possibly its most important legacy;
one that is foundational for changing the ways in
which we think about the health effects of the
chemical immersion that constitutes modern life. In
synthesizing a jumble of scientific and medical
information into a coherent, readable argument
about health and environment, Carson successfully
challenged major chemical industries and the
prevailing paradigm that modern societies could and
should exert mastery over nature at any cost. This
book provides an in-depth analysis and
contextualisation of Silent Spring. It also surveys the
lasting impact the text has had on the
environmentalist movement in the last fifty years.
Carson's Silent Spring is the first book to provide a
full overview of what is a seminal work in the history
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of environmentalism.
Silent SpringHoughton Mifflin Harcourt
Widely credited with launching the modern
environmental movement when published 50 years
ago, Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring had a profound
impact on our society. As an iconic work, the book
has often been shielded from critical inquiry, but this
landmark anniversary provides an excellent
opportunity to reassess its legacy and influence. In
Silent Spring at 50: The False Crises of Rachel
Carson, a team of national experts explores the
book’s historical context, the science it was built on,
and the policy consequences of its core ideas. Their
findings: much of what Carson presented as fact was
slanted, and today we know much of it is simply
wrong.
Pesticides have contributed impressively to our
present-day agricultural productivity, but at the same
time they are at the center of serious concerns about
safety, health, and the environment. Increasingly, the
public wonders whether the benefits of pesticides `the perfect red apple' - outweigh the costs of
environmental pollution, human illness, and the
destruction of animals and our habitat. Scientists and
government officials are suspected of promoting
commercial interests rather than protecting human
welfare.
Craig Waddell presents essays investigating Rachel Carson's
influential 1962 book, Silent Spring. In his foreword, Paul
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Brooks, Carson's editor at Houghton Mifflin, describes the
process that resulted in Silent Spring. In an afterword, Linda
Lear, Carson's recent biographer, recalls the end of Carson's
life and outlines the attention that Carson's book and Carson
herself received from scholars and biographers, attention that
focused so minutely on her life that it detracted from a focus
on her work. The foreword by Brooks and the afterword by
Lear frame this exploration within the context of Carson's life
and work. Contributors are Edward P. J. Corbett, Carol B,
Gartner, Cheryll Glotfelty, Randy Harris, M. Jimmie
Killingsworth, Linda Lear, Ralph H. Lutts, Christine Oravec,
Jacqueline S. Palmer, Markus J. Peterson, Tarla Rai
Peterson, and Craig Waddell. Together, these essays explore
Silent Spring's effectiveness in conveying its disturbing
message and the rhetorical strategies that helped create its
wide influence.
In Inherit the Holy Mountain, historian Mark Stoll introduces
us to the religious roots of the American environmental
movement. Religion, he shows, provided environmentalists
both with deeply-embedded moral and cultural ways of
viewing the world and with content, direction, and tone for the
causes they espoused. Stoll discovers that specific
denominational origins corresponded with characteristic sets
of ideas about nature and the environment as well as
distinctive aesthetic reactions to nature, as can be seen in
key works of art analyzed throughout the book. Stoll also
provides insight into the possible future of environmentalism
in the United States, concluding with an examination of the
current religious scene and what it portends for the future. By
debunking the supposed divide between religion and
American environmentalism, Inherit the Holy Mountain opens
up a fundamentally new narrative in environmental studies.
Under the Sea-Wind marks the beginnings of one of the most
significant careers in nature writing. In it Rachel Carson
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celebrates the mystery and beauty of birds and sea creatures
in their natural habitat, conjuring the atmosphere of the shore
and the open sea and the delicately balanced, fragile struggle
for life along the shoreline.
Aldo Leopold's A Sand County Almanac has enthralled
generations of nature lovers and conservationists and is
indeed revered by everyone seriously interested in protecting
the natural world. Hailed for prose that is "full of beauty and
vigor and bite" (The New York Times), it is perhaps the finest
example of nature writing since Thoreau's Walden. Now this
classic work is available in a completely redesigned and
lavishly illustrated gift edition, featuring over one hundred
beautiful full-color pictures by Michael Sewell, one of the
country's leading nature photographers. Sewell, whose work
has graced the pages of Audubon and Sierra magazines,
walked Leopold's property in Wisconsin and shot these
photographs specifically for this edition, allowing readers to
see Sand County as Leopold saw it. The resulting layout is
spectacular. But the heart of the book remains Leopold's
carefully rendered observations of nature. Here we follow
Leopold throughout the year, from January to December, as
he walks about the rural Wisconsin landscape, watching a
woodcock dance skyward in golden afternoon light, or spying
a rough-legged hawk dropping like a feathered bomb on its
prey. And perhaps most important are Leopold's trenchant
comments throughout the book on our abuse of the land and
on what we must do to preserve this invaluable treasure. This
edition also includes two of Leopold's most eloquent essays
on conservation, "The Land Ethic" and "Marshland Elegy."
With this gift edition of A Sand County Almanac, a new
generation of readers can walk beside one of America's most
respected naturalists as he conveys the beauty of a marsh
before sunrise or the wealth of history to be found in an
ancient oak.
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Published on the fiftieth anniversary of her seminal book,
Silent Spring, here is an indelible new portrait of Rachel
Carson, founder of the environmental movement She loved
the ocean and wrote three books about its mysteries,
including the international bestseller The Sea Around Us. But
it was with her fourth book, Silent Spring, that this
unassuming biologist transformed our relationship with the
natural world. Rachel Carson began work on Silent Spring in
the late 1950s, when a dizzying array of synthetic pesticides
had come into use. Leading this chemical onslaught was the
insecticide DDT, whose inventor had won a Nobel Prize for its
discovery. Effective against crop pests as well as insects that
transmitted human diseases such as typhus and malaria,
DDT had at first appeared safe. But as its use expanded,
alarming reports surfaced of collateral damage to fish, birds,
and other wildlife. Silent Spring was a chilling indictment of
DDT and its effects, which were lasting, widespread, and
lethal. Published in 1962, Silent Spring shocked the public
and forced the government to take action-despite a withering
attack on Carson from the chemicals industry. The book
awakened the world to the heedless contamination of the
environment and eventually led to the establishment of the
EPA and to the banning of DDT and a host of related
pesticides. By drawing frightening parallels between
dangerous chemicals and the then-pervasive fallout from
nuclear testing, Carson opened a fault line between the
gentle ideal of conservation and the more urgent new concept
of environmentalism. Elegantly written and meticulously
researched, On a Farther Shore reveals a shy yet passionate
woman more at home in the natural world than in the literary
one that embraced her. William Souder also writes sensitively
of Carson's romantic friendship with Dorothy Freeman, and of
her death from cancer in 1964. This extraordinary new
biography captures the essence of one of the great reformers
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of the twentieth century. A New York Times Notable Book of
2012 “A suspenseful tale of the literary life…utterly inspiring.”
—San Francisco Chronicle “Captivating…Souder writes vividly
and with great empathy for his subject and her cause.” —New
York Times Book Review “A delightful, fascinating,
engrossing read about some of the most important insights of
modern science. You’ll find yourself thinking about Carson
whenever you take a walk in the woods.” —Slate.com
SuperSummary, a modern alternative to SparkNotes and
CliffsNotes, offers high-quality study guides for challenging
works of literature. This 42-page guide for "Silent Spring" by
Rachel Carson includes detailed chapter summaries and
analysis covering 17 chapters, as well as several more indepth sections of expert-written literary analysis. Featured
content includes commentary on major characters, 25
important quotes, essay topics, and key themes like The Web
of Life and Nature's Balance and Search for a Quick Fix.
The book that sparked the modern environmental movement,
with an unprecedented collection of letters, speeches, and
other writings that reveal the extraordinary courage and vision
of its author Library of America launches its Rachel Carson
edition with this deluxe illustrated volume presenting one of
the landmark books of the twentieth century together with
rare letters, speeches, and other writings that reveal the
personal courage and passionate commitment of its author. A
huge bestseller when published in September 1962, Silent
Spring led not only to many of the laws and government
agencies that protect our air, land, and water, but prompted a
revolution in environmental consciousness. Now for the first
time, in previously unpublished and newly collected letters to
biochemists, ecologists, cancer specialists, ornithologists, and
other experts, Carson's groundbreaking expose of the
unintended consequences of pesticide use comes together
piece-by-piece, like a puzzle or detective story. She makes
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common cause with conservationists and other allies to build
public awareness, hiding her private battle with cancer for
fear it might distract from her message. And in the wake of
her book's astonishing impact, as she becomes the target of
an organized campaign of disinformation by the chemical
industry, Carson speaks out in defense of her findings while
remaining a model of grace under pressure. Throughout the
collection, Carson's lifelong love of nature shines through. In
writings both lyrical and intensely moving, she conveys her
"sense of wonder" to her young nephew, dreams of
conserving old-growth forest in Maine for posterity, and
recounts her adventures and epiphanies as birdwatcher and
beachcomber. A future companion volume will gather
Carson's "sea trilogy": Under the Sea-Wind (1941), The Sea
Around Us (1951), and The Edge of the Sea (1955).
LIBRARY OF AMERICA is an independent nonprofit cultural
organization founded in 1979 to preserve our nation’s literary
heritage by publishing, and keeping permanently in print,
America’s best and most significant writing. The Library of
America series includes more than 300 volumes to date,
authoritative editions that average 1,000 pages in length,
feature cloth covers, sewn bindings, and ribbon markers, and
are printed on premium acid-free paper that will last for
centuries.
This book is a sound science report about the consequences
of pesticides to nature, health and environment. The book
shares essential insights into the use of pesticides in
agriculture, discusses the politics, rhetoric and profits
involved, addresses the potential health and ecological risks
of pesticides in our daily lives, and debates possible
solutions. Does sustainable agriculture exist, and is
agriculture without pesticides possible at all? Moreover, the
author gives insight into his scientific work, the set-up of the
experiments, and also writes about his very own experiences
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with the media and press after publication of his studies. For
many years, Johann G. Zaller, an ecologist at the University
of Natural Resources and Life Sciences in Vienna, and his
team, have been researching applied chemicals and their
effects on the environment. Their findings, together with
relevant literature and media reports, are presented in this
book, which offers a unique resource for anyone who wants
to know the nature and background of pesticides and how we
come into contact with them in our daily lives. Ever ate an
apple? Read this book!

This anthology provides an historical overview of the
scientific ideas behind environmental prediction and
how, as predictions about environmental change
have been taken more seriously and widely, they
have affected politics, policy, and public perception.
Through an array of texts and commentaries that
examine the themes of progress, population,
environment, biodiversity and sustainability from a
global perspective, it explores the meaning of the
future in the twenty-first century. Providing access
and reference points to the origins and development
of key disciplines and methods, it will encourage
policy makers, professionals, and students to reflect
on the roots of their own theories and practices.
Rachel Carson's Silent Spring antagonized some of
the most powerful interests in the nation--including
the farm block and the agricultural chemical
industry--and helped launch the modern
environmental movement. In The Gentle Subversive,
Mark Hamilton Lytle offers a compact biography of
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Carson, illuminating the road that led to this vastly
influential book. Lytle explores the evolution of
Carson's ideas about nature, her love for the sea,
her career as a biologist, and above all her
emergence as a writer of extraordinary moral and
ecological vision. We follow Carson from her
childhood on a farm outside Pittsburgh, where she
first developed her love of nature (and where, at age
eleven, she published her first piece in a children's
magazine), to her graduate work at Johns Hopkins
and her career with the Fish and Wildlife Service.
Lytle describes the genesis of her first book, Under
the Sea-Wind, the incredible success of The Sea
Around Us (a New York Times bestseller for over a
year), and her determination to risk her fame in order
to write her "poison book": Silent Spring. The author
contends that despite Carson's demure, lady-like
demeanor, she was subversive in her thinking and
aggressive in her campaign against pesticides.
Carson became the spokeswoman for a network of
conservationists, scientists, women, and other
concerned citizens who had come to fear the
mounting dangers of the human assault on nature.
What makes this story particularly compelling is that
Carson took up this cause at the very moment when
she herself faced a losing battle with cancer.
Succinct and engaging, The Gentle Subversive is a
story of success, celebrity, controversy, and
vindication. It will inspire anyone interested in
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protecting the natural world or in women's struggle to
find a voice in society.
From the author of the international bestseller, IF I
STAY, now a major film starring Chloe Grace
Moretz. When sheltered American good girl Allyson
"LuLu" Healey first meets laid-back Dutch actor
Willem De Ruiter at an underground performance of
Twelfth Night in England, there’s an undeniable
spark. After just one day together, that spark bursts
into a flame, or so it seems to Allyson, until the
following morning, when she wakes up after a
whirlwind day in Paris to discover that Willem has
left. Over the next year, Allyson embarks on a
journey to come to terms with the narrow confines of
her life, and through Shakespeare, travel, and a
quest for her almost-true-love, to break free of those
confines. Perfect for fans of John Green, Just One
Day is the first in a sweepingly romantic duet of
novels. Willem’s story – Just One Year – is out now.
In The Edge of the Sea Rachel Carson introduces us
to the 'strange and beautiful place' where the sea
meets the land. She explores a tide pool, an
inaccessible cave, and watches a lone crab on the
shore at midnight. From these, and other,
encounters she offers us not just a scientifically
accurate study of the ecology of the seashore, but
also a hauntingly beautiful account of the fragile
balance of life found at the edge of the sea.The
Edge of the Sea, like all her writing, sounds a
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prophetic alarm for the damage mankind is doing to
the natural world, but also offers us inspiration: here
is beauty, here is something worth saving.
Though she grew up in rural Pennsylvania, Rachel
Carson dreamed of the sea. In 1936 she began work
with the Bureau of Fisheries and soon after
published Under the Sea Wind, her first of many
nature books. Her 1962 bestseller, Silent Spring,
sent shockwaves through the country and warned of
the dangers of DDT and other pesticides. A
pioneering environmentalist, Rachel Carson helped
awaken the global consciousness for conservation
and preservation.
The Sea Around Us reveals the science and poetry
of the sea while ranging from its primeval beginnings
to the latest scientific probings. Often described as
poetic, it is Carsons second published book and the
one that launched her into the public eye and a
second career as a writer and conservationist. The
book was awarded both the 1952 National Book
Award for Nonfiction and a Burroughs Medal in
nature writing.
Pollution, resource depletion, habitat management,
and climate change are all issues that necessarily
transcend national boundaries. Accordingly, they
and other environmental concerns have been a
particular focus for international organizations from
before the First World War to the present day. This
volume is the first to comprehensively explore the
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environmental activities of professional communities,
NGOs, regional bodies, the United Nations, and
other international organizations during the twentieth
century. It follows their efforts to shape debates
about environmental degradation, develop binding
intergovernmental commitments, and—following the
seminal 1972 Conference on the Human
Environment—implement and enforce actual
international policies.
Draws on more than forty interviews with Steve
Jobs, as well as interviews with family members,
friends, competitors, and colleagues to offer a look at
the co-founder and leading creative force behind the
Apple computer company.
Rachel Carson was always curious about the world
around her. As a girl, she loved being outside,
exploring and learning more about the universe. As
an adult, Rachel wrote books, including Silent
Spring, considered to be the start of today's
environmental movement. An epilogue highlights on
Rachel Carson's work and life.
Over the past 20 years dramatic declines have taken
place in UK insect populations. Eventually, such
declines must have knock-on effects for other
animals, especially high profile groups such as birds
and mammals. This authoritative, yet accessible
account details the current state of the wildlife in
Britain and Ireland and offers an insight into the
outlook for the future. Written by a team of the
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country's leading experts, it appraises the changes
that have occurred in a wide range of wildlife species
and their habitats and outlines urgent priorities for
conservation. It includes chapters on each of the
vertebrate and major invertebrate groups, with the
insects covered in particular depth. Also considered
are the factors that drive environmental change and
the contribution at local and government level to
national and international wildlife conservation.
Essential reading for anyone who is interested in,
and concerned about, UK wildlife.
Neuroendocrine Regulation of Animal Vocalization:
Mechanisms and Anthropogenic Factors in Animal
Communication examines the underpinning
neuroendocrine (NE) mechanisms that drive animal
communication across taxa. Written by international
subject experts, the book focuses on the importance
of animal communication in survival and
reproduction at an individual and species level, and
the impact that increased production and
accumulation of endocrine-disrupting chemicals
(EDCs) can have on these regulatory processes.
This book discusses sound production, perception,
processing, and response across a range of animals.
This includes insects, fish, bats, birds, nonhuman
primates, infant humans, and many others. Some
chapters analyze how neuroactive substances,
endocrine control, and chemical pollution affect the
physiology of the animal’s perceptive and soundPage 18/21
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producing organs, as well as their auditory and vocal
receptors and pathways. Other chapters address the
recent approaches governments have taken to
protect against the endocrine disruption of animal
(vocal) behaviors. The book is a valuable resource
for researchers and advanced students seeking firstrate material on neuroendocrinological effects on
animal behavior and communication. Serves as the
most comprehensive cross-taxa study of its kind,
revolutionary in its focus on the impacts of EDCs on
the processes guiding animal communication
Emphasizes the importance of production,
perception and processing of acoustic vocalization
for survival Analyzes recent governmental policies
and protections against the effects of EDCs on
humans and wildlife
National Book Award Winner and New York Times
Bestseller: Explore earth’s most precious,
mysterious resource—the ocean—with the author of
Silent Spring. With more than one million copies
sold, Rachel Carson’s The Sea Around Us became
a cultural phenomenon when first published in 1951
and cemented Carson’s status as the preeminent
natural history writer of her time. Her inspiring,
intimate writing plumbs the depths of an enigmatic
world—a place of hidden lands, islands newly risen
from the earth’s crust, fish that pour through the
water, and the unyielding, epic battle for survival.
Firmly based in the scientific discoveries of the time,
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The Sea Around Us masterfully presents Carson’s
commitment to a healthy planet and a fully realized
sense of wonder. This ebook features an illustrated
biography of Rachel Carson including rare photos
and never-before-seen documents from the
Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library at Yale
University.
The authoritative biography of the marine biologist
and nature writer whose book Silent Spring inspired
the global environmentalist movement. In a career
that spanned from civil service to unlikely literary
celebrity, Rachel Carson became one of the world’s
seminal leaders in conservation. The 1962
publication of her book Silent Spring was a
watershed event that led to the banning of DDT and
launched the modern environmental movement.
Growing up in poverty on a tiny Allegheny River
farm, Carson attended the Pennsylvania College for
Women on a scholarship. There, she studied
science and writing before taking a job with the
newly emerging Fish and Wildlife Service. In this
definitive biography, Linda Lear traces the evolution
of Carson’s private, professional, and public lives,
from the origins of her dedication to natural science
to her invaluable service as a brilliant, if reluctant,
reformer. Drawing on unprecedented access to
sources and interviews, Lear masterfully explores
the roots of Carson’s powerful connection to the
natural world, crafting a “fine portrait of the
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environmentalist as a human being” (Smithsonian).
“Impressively researched and eminently readable . .
. Compelling, not just for Carson devotees but for
anyone concerned about the environment.” —People
“[A] combination of meticulous scholarship and
thoughtful, often poignant, writing.” —Science “A
sweeping, analytic, first-class biography of Rachel
Carson.” —Kirkus Reviews
For years, scientists have noticed disruptions in
animal breeding cycles, accompanied by increases
in birth defects, sexual abnormalities and
reproductive failure. Humans are not immune either,
with sperm counts dropping by as much as 50% in
recent decades and with women seeing a rise in
hormone-related cancers, endometriosis and other
disorders. This book traces the cause of these
aberrations and diseases to the pervasive presence
in the environment of chemicals that mimic
hormones and trick the reproductive system. The
conclusions are as obvious as they are inescapable unless we make vital changes in the way we
manufacture and employ the artefacts of our good
life , there will be no life at all.
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