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Sociology For Everyone
This revised set of resources for Cambridge International AS and A Level Sociology
syllabus (9699) is thoroughly updated for the latest syllabus. Written by a highly
experienced author, the Coursebook provides comprehensive support for the syllabus.
Accessible language combined with the clear, visually-engaging layout makes this an
ideal resource for the course. Discussion of significant sociological research, case
studies, explanation of key terms and questions within the text reinforce knowledge.
Stimulating activities build interpretation and application as well as analytical and
evaluation skills. Revision checklists help in consolidating understanding. The book
provides complete exam support with each chapter culminating in exam-style questions
and a further chapter dedicated to revision, and examination skills and practice. A
Teacher's CD-ROM is also available.
This study, by a sociologist, provides the most rigorous and comprehensive review to
appear so far of R. D. Laing's work and theoretical development. Martin HowarthWilliams considers that Laing's insights into such controversial issues as the divided
self and the politics of the family are of an importance that transcends their basis in
clinical psychiatry and that they have a special significance for sociology. Using the
Progressive/Regressive Method of Jean-Paul Sartre, the author illuminates the internal
coherence of Laing's aims through the various stages of his work and shows how his
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ideas are shaped by consistent philosophic presuppositions and influences underlying
his work. To give as complete an account as possible of Laing's interests and to relate
them to the broad stream of his thought, the author explores Laing's involvement in
other non-psychiatric realms – especially politics, religion and eastern mysticism.
Material has been secured from a wide variety of recent sources which include
interviews, films, TV appearances and the author's own personal recollections of
informal talks given by Laing. In the final section of the book Martin Howarth-Williams
isolates the concept of 'Intelligibility', which he demonstrates to be the unifying theme
central to Laing's theory and shows how this can be used as the basis for a critique of
recent developments in sociological theory as well as a starting point towards a
genuinely dialectical sociology.
Widely assigned and taught in senior capstone and social theory courses, Sociology
After the Crisis offers the first systematic theory of social differences built on the
sociological traditions by embracing to Durkheim, Weber and other familiar figures. The
first edition was acclaimed for its nuanced and original rereading of Durkheim in relation
to the theoretical reasons he and his contemporaries neglected race and gender. This
new edition features two chapters of new material written in the summer of 2003, as the
new social structures of the 21st century became increasingly clear. The new Chapter
Ten draws upon 9-11, the "new world order" of two Bush presidencies, and
globalization to show how individuals' lives and sociologies must be thought about in
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new ways. These events also highlight how American society and sociology have
responded and sometimes failed in the struggle over the crisis of modernism. Reviews
for the First Edition: "[This] expansive reimagining of the historical roots of sociological
imagination - especially as it embraces voices and visions long lost to our most
important national debates - is balm to the fractured soul of American society. Lemert's
elegant and passionate volume will aid immeasurably in our nation's search for sane
solutions to the crises of purpose and perspective he so skillfully explores." Michael
Eric Dyson, author of Making Malcolm and Between God and Gangsta' Rap "Elegantly
crafted." Steven Seidman, State University of New York at Albany
First Published in 1983. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
P.M. Strong played a crucial role in the intellectual development of medical sociology as
a field. Twelve of his major essays are gathered together for the first time in this
volume, many of which are difficult to source or are out of print. This important
reference allows the reader to trace the development of Strong's thought, as well as the
more general progression of medical sociology as a whole.
Study faster, learn more -- with the next-generation power tool for everyone studying
sociology! Features student-tested Flash Summaries for every major topic -- plus
dozens of Flash Tests designed to help you master core concepts fast! Includes
exclusive, time-saving Correlation Charts linked to the field's leading textbooks!
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Includes free access to the Flash Review Online Study Center, with even more practice
help, tutorials, and test taking tips! With Flash Review on your side, studying sociology
is a snap! Designed by veteran educators, tested by real students for clarity and brevity,
Flash Review for Introduction to Sociology uses crisp, to-the-point language and easyto-remember summaries to lead you through every key concept and definition -- and
help you get primed for your exams, fast! Every step of the learning process has been
addressed to make learning easier -- and help you make the most of every minute you
spend studying! Targeted sample problems help you focus on the areas where you
need work. Time-saving Correlation Charts linked to the field's leading textbooks help
you find deeper coverage instantly. Addison Wesley's exclusive Flash Review Online
Study Center delivers even more interactive problems, study tips, and test taking help -the most robust online component available with any study guides! For everyone
interested in sociology, including college students, high school advanced placement
students, and others preparing for examinations in the subject.
This new textbook has been designed to accompany Ken Browne’s widely-used
Sociology for AS AQA. Ken Browne has teamed up with co-authors Jonathan Blundell,
Pamela Law and Margaret Whalley who have a wealth of classroom experience and all
share a passion for teaching sociology. In this book they combine sociological rigour
and accessibility for final-year A-level students. This exciting, full-colour textbook
includes: chapters on each topic covered in the A2 specification; special sections on
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research methods in the chapter on crime and deviance, and stratification and
differentiation; up-to-date discussions of a wide range of recent sociological data and
debates; lots of colour photographs and diagrams to bring ideas to life and fire students'
imaginations; a dedicated website, including resources for teachers and additional
material designed to help students revise or research themes in the book. Key
sociological terms are systematically highlighted throughout the text and are included in
a comprehensive glossary, with thoughtful questions and activities at important points
within the chapters to develop and test students' understanding further. Exam style
questions are also found in every chapter. Pitched at exactly the right level for the new
AQA A2 sociology specification, the book provides all the tools necessary to help
students achieve top grades and encourage them to take their study of sociology
further, whatever their needs, interests and abilities. You can also find pointers to new
contemporary resources for both AS and A2 Sociology by following @BrowneKen on
Twitter.
David Spurling believes that a sociology book should enable the reader to understand
social problems. Spurling uses his background, including research on the single
homeless to look at sociological perspectives and research methods. The book looks at
the variety of perspectives including Marxism, functionalism, feminism and neoliberalism. His transport background, as both a worker and a lecturer, is reflected in the
chapters on urbanism. A sociology book that claims to be comprehensive but ignores
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climate change would be nonsensical as it is the most important problem for current
and future generations; therefore this book discusses this issue and what to do about it.
Spurlings chapter on crime looks at the importance of crime to the victims, using
statistics, so that it presents a different perspective to many other books. The chapter
on race reflects the ways in which perceptions of immigration have little relationship to
the actual data available and also the way in which the media has a great influence on
public opinion. Spurling uses his examiner experience, as well as teaching experience,
to examine the different aspects of the educational system. The chapter on religion
reflects the wide variety of views on this subject. As a Quaker, Spurlings views on
religion have a Quaker perspective. The hatred towards people of other religions or no
religion is also examined in both contemporary and past societies. The influence of
education and attitudes towards it are examined. Spurling has also included a chapter
of questions and answers. This book would be ideal for first-year university students,
including the University of London International Degree, as well as for A-Level students
looking for different material. Learning Through Cooperation Ltd hopes that this book
will provide support to anyone sitting their exams. For more details on how Learning
Through Cooperation can help you, please visit www.davidjohnspurling.com.

Provides an introduction to core concepts in sociology. Presents both classic
studies and current references to illustrate sociological concepts. Examines what
sociology is, why sociology is important, and why we study it. Demonstrates how
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various social forces impact our lives and form our social experiences.
A2 Sociology for AQA is the definitive textbook for students following the AQA
specification.
'Sociology' is relevant to current teaching and courses dealing with sociology as a
living subject and incorporating the classic traditions of the discipline. This new
edition has been updated with a range of new case studies and additional
chapters.
The highly praised Fourth Edition of An Invitation to Environmental Sociology
brings out the sociology of environmental possibility, inviting students to delve
into this rapidly changing field. Written in a lively, engaging style, Bell covers the
broad range of topics in environmental sociology with a personal passion rarely
seen in sociology textbooks. With extensively updated material on the
environmental situation, this edition challenges readers with the complexity of
environmental puzzles.
Concise overview of the political and economic development of the world's cities,
with a cultural perspective and case studies throughout, including support
materials.
Sociology, the study of human behavior in social groups, is a relatively recent
discipline within the social sciences, which examine human behavior, culture, and
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society using scientific methodology in both research and analysis. This resource
explains the rise of the social sciences, in particular sociology, charting the
history of the discipline and its founders. The key principles and fundamental
theories are examined in detail, and the contemporary status of sociology and
today’s major players are noted. Readers will also learn the importance of
methodology in sociology and all social sciences.
Gain an insight into the issues that matter today, such as who owns the media,
who decides what is news, and the super-rich. This is the ultimate tool to help
you get to grips with sociology in time for exams, from gender and identity to
welfare and consumerism. Sociology is the study of how societies are organised
and what helps them function or go wrong. Why do people commit crimes? Who
decides if someone has a mental illness? What's work for? Does aid do any
good? Heads Up Sociology explores these fascinating questions plus all the key
sociology topics, including poverty, gender, class, and crime. Fascinating
biographies give you insights into the lives and work of key players such as
Judith Butler and Howard Becker, and case studies and real-life scenarios bring
the ideas to life. Heads Up Sociology is an essential read for anyone keen to ask
the big questions about the society we live in today.
This carefully edited companion anthology provides provocative, eye-opening
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examples of the practice of sociology in a well-edited, well-designed, and
affordable format. It includes short articles, chapters, and excerpts that examine
common everyday experiences, important social issues, or distinct historical
events that illustrate the relationship between the individual and society. The new
edition will provide more detail regarding the theory and/or history related to each
issue presented. The revision will also include more coverage of global issues
and world religions.
Sociology's goals are ambitious. Their pursuit is exciting. Covering the development of
sociology from its origins to the present day as well as identifying the strengths and limitations
of all sociology's main research methods, this book provides a lucid introduction for students
who are embarking on or considering taking-up sociology. It explains the jargon in all
sociology's main theories and methods. Sociology's core subject matter has always been the
major transformations as societies have modernised. These transformations include
industrialisation, urbanisation and democratisation; the building of social market economies
and welfare states after the Second World War; and the ongoing transformation into a postindustrial era. Sociology's parallel core interest is in social divisions, by class, gender and race
among others, thereby identifying change-makers and how the effects of transformations have
varied by social position. The book introduces sociology's perpetual debates: the senses in
which its methods can be scientific; the relationship between theory and research; and the role
of sociology in society. It stresses how sociology addresses questions that are simply not
posed elsewhere. The answers consistently challenge everyday common sense and the views
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of the world offered by politicians and the media. Succinct and comprehensive, this book
welcomes and challenges sociology students.
The simple act of going to work every day is an integral part of all societies across the globe. It
is an ingrained social contract: we all work to survive. But it goes beyond physical survival.
Psychologists have equated losing a job with the trauma of divorce or a family death, and
enormous issues arise, from financial panic to sinking self-esteem. Through work, we build our
self-identity, our lifestyle, and our aspirations. How did it come about that work dominates so
many parts of our lives and our psyche? This multi-disciplinary encyclopedia covers curricular
subjects that seek to address that question, ranging from business and management to
anthropology, sociology, social history, psychology, politics, economics, and health. Features &
Benefits: International and comparative coverage. 335 signed entries, A-to-Z, fill 2 volumes in
print and electronic formats. Cross-References and Suggestions for Further Readings guide
readers to additional resources. A Chronology provides students with historical perspective of
the sociology of work. In the electronic version, the comprehensive Index combines with the
Cross-References and thematic Reader's Guide themes to provide robust search-and-browse
capabilities.
At the beginning of the twentieth century, Britain stood at the forefront of science and statistics
and had a long and respected tradition of social investigation and reform. But it still did not yet
have a ‘science of society.’ When, in the early 1900s, a small band of enthusiasts got
together to address this situation, the scene was set for a grand synthesis. No such synthesis
ever took place and, instead, British sociology has followed a resolutely non-statistical path.
Sociology and Statistics in Britain, 1833-1979 investigates how this curious situation came
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about and attempts to explain it from an historical perspective. It uncovers the prevalence of a
deep and instinctive distrust within British sociology of the statistical methodology and mindset,
resulting in a mix of quiet indifference and active hostility, which has persisted from its
beginnings right up to the present day. While British sociology has thrived institutionally since
the post-war expansion of higher education, this book asks whether or not it is poorer for
having failed to recognise that statistics provides the foundations for the scientific study of
society and for having missed opportunities to build upon those foundations. Ultimately, this
important, revealing and timely book is about British sociology’s refusal to come to grips with a
modern scientific way of thinking which no discipline that aspires to an effective study of
society can afford to ignore.
Written by award-winning scholar Jonathan Turner, Theoretical Sociology: 1830 to the Present
covers new and emerging aspects of sociological theory and examines the significant
contributions of both modern and founding theorists. Nine sections present detailed analyses
of key theories and paradigms, including functionalism, evolutionary theory, conflict theory,
critical theory, exchange theory, interactionist theory, and structuralism. Despite the in-depth
discussions of theorists and their contributions to the field, the text is concise and focused, a
perfect resource for readers seeking to develop a deeper understanding of contemporary and
classical sociological theory.
Sociology Through Film uses feature films to teach central areas in sociology such as culture,
race/ethnicity, social class, and gender/sexuality. By using Film to introduce the sociological
imagination, students will 'experience' social context being studied, and reinforce critical
thinking skills. An introductory chapter includes a discussion of the significance of film in
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modern society, a consideration of the ways that film both reflects and shapes social reality, an
explanation of how sociologists analyze film, and coverage of sociological tools for 'reading'
film as text. Films will provide an illustrative framework for understanding the social world, and
therefore the films discussed will not go 'out of date'.
A collection of 16 essays by sociologists who believe that their discipline faces very serious
problems which must be overcome if it is to prosper. The contributors represent diverse views
and there is substantial disagreement among them over what the problems are and their
remedies.
The first authoritative yet accessible guide to this broad and popular topic Sociology is the
study of human and societal interaction, and because society is constantly changing, sociology
will always remain a crucial and relevant subject. Sociology For Dummies helps you
understand this complex field, serving as the ideal study guide both when you're deciding to
take a class as well as when you are already participating in a course. Provides a general
overview of what sociology in as well as an in-depth look at some of the major concepts and
theories Offers examples of how sociology can be applied and its importance to everyday life
Avoiding jargon, Sociology For Dummies will get you up to speed on this widely studied topic in
no time.
The second edition of Ken Browne?s highly successful Introducing Sociology for AS–level
provides in–depth and up–to–date coverage of the complete specification for AQA AS–level
sociology. The first edition of this book was widely praised for its comprehensive coverage, and
student–friendly style. In this second edition, all of the chapters have been revised to include
new studies, reports and statistics. Key sociological terms are now systematically highlighted
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all the way through the book, and included in a comprehensive glossary, with fresh questions
and activities added to develop and test students? understanding further. Fuller consideration
of issues of identity has been given throughout the text. More detailed advice has been
provided on coursework, including a top–mark example to show students exactly what they
have to do to achieve the highest grades. What?s more, two authentic exam questions are now
included on every topic. Pitched at exactly the right level for AS sociology, the book provides
all the tools necessary to help students achieve top grades, and a sound basis for progression
to A2. A host of cartoons, photographs, graphs, tables, and spider diagrams help to enliven the
text, as well as reinforcing key issues. Web sites and web–based activities are included
throughout, encouraging students to engage with the most recent social changes, and
developments in sociology. Although it assumes no previous knowledge of sociology, its
dedicated and in–depth coverage of all the AQA?s AS topics provides a useful reference tool
for the synoptic elements at A2. The second edition of Introducing Sociology for AS Level
combines sociological rigour and accessibility in a way unrivalled by any other book at this
level. It will be an invaluable resource to anyone following the AQA specifications.

This book reexamines Chinese sociology's point of departure and boundaries of
western sociology from a new academic perspective, and offers a new definition of the
essence and mission of sociology, drawing and critically reflecting on the ideological
and theoretical theories of the classic sociologists. On this basis, it makes a careful
study of the origin of Confucian classics and western sources of Chinese sociology and
analyses the origin and evolution of Chinese sociology at the intersection of Chinese
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and western academic history. Further, it provides a deep and thorough discussion of
the social theories of Chinese sociology pioneers and founders (such as Fu Yan,
Youwei Kang, and Qichao Liang) and comments on Shuming Liang’s sociological
theory, which emphasizes the Chinese culture and tradition as well as the particularity
of the Chinese social structure. In addition, it also offers an in-depth analysis of
Xiaotong Fei’s advocacy of the idea of expanding the traditional boundaries of
sociology in his later years. With regard to promoting the development of a new
Chinese sociology, the book is particularly important in terms of expanding academic
research and promoting discipline construction.
Offering instructors complete flexibility, SEEING SOCIOLOGY: AN INTRODUCTION,
3rd Edition combines up-to-the-minute coverage with an easy-to-manage approach
featuring brief, self-contained modules in each chapter that instructors can assign
based on the needs of their class. The Third Edition includes such contemporary topics
as globalization’s connection to technology and gay rights, the anti-aging industry, and
The Affordable Care Act, and many others, reflecting the latest developments in the
field. Extremely student-friendly and engaging, the text continues to make photos an
integral part of the learning process-resulting in a stronger, more memorable learning
experience for students. The new “What Do Sociologists See?” feature includes a
sociologist's insights on everyday images, showing students how sociological concepts
can be applied to daily life. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the
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product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.
The aim of this book is the understanding and appreciation of sociology, and sociology
of education. It is about the theory and practice of sociology, not a treatise in sociology.
Thus, its perspective is broader, eclectic and more general than that of a textbook on
sociology. It is intended to be an introduction to other literature of sociology. Because
no one work could cover all the literature in this field, my intent was to select the theory
and practice that is most relevant and useful in understanding and analyzing behaviour,
action and activities in society. The selection also takes into account those practices,
processes and problems that are commonly met by students in tertiary institutions, in
particular, at the undergraduate, graduate and post graduate levels. It is hoped this
audience finds in this book useful applicable methods of description and analysis of
social and contemporary issues. It is specially designed as a sensitizing, teaching and
learning vehicle. Thus, it is a source book on the many dimensions of sociology as a
discipline. Social phenomena and reality, being of diverse nature, cannot be grasped
except through a multi dimensional approach in which concepts and ideas prove useful
at different stages of development. This is especially true of the contemporary world
which is witnessing rapid and comprehensive processes of social transformation. I hope
to convey a sense of the significance of sociology both as a human activity and as an
intellectual discipline. It is also intended to introduce important concepts involved in the
study of sociology. The book tries to establish the interrelations of sociology as a
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process with other social processes. There is great need today in the field of sociology,
and sociology of education, for adequate, relevant and user friendly books whose
conceptual tools can realistically and significantly describe concepts and processes
which must provide the basis for effective observation and analysis. Included in the
book are relevant topics on figures and statistics in sociology and education. There is a
relevant section on information, technology and communication as they relate to
sociological studies. All these are relevant and topical to the student, and reader.
Included at the end is a comprehensive, instructing and elaborate glossary of terms
used, and implied, in the book. The glossary, in itself, is intended to act as a quick
reference teaching and learning unit. Technical or new terms in the book are also
explained within the text. Possible questions for reflection are included towards the end
of a chapter. The over all intention is to make this book, a one stop, one shop text for
the student of sociology. In writing this book I owe debts of gratitude to many people
and institutions. First, to the generations of my teachers who initiated me into the
academic world. Secondly, there are the generations of students to whom I have taught
courses on theory and applied sociology. They have therefore, been some form of
guinea pigs for many of the ideas expressed in this book. Thirdly, there are many of my
colleagues who have inspired me to immortalize my many years of teaching
experiences into a book. It is tempting to name them, but that can create problems
except if it is possible to name all. All the same I am indebted to all who have assisted
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in various ways in the preparation and publication of this book. In a special category
stands my life partner, Laura MazilaNkata Tshambiwa waMashu, who has been my
constant companion and a source of inspiration throughout my academic and
professional odyssey.
Thoroughly revised and fully updated, An Introduction to Sociology gives concise yet
comprehensive coverage of all the topics specified by the GCSE examining boards.
The second edition was described by the AQA?s Chief Examiner for GCSE Sociology
as establishing ?the standard for textbooks at this level? – this new edition builds on the
book?s existing achievements. New material is found throughout the book, including
substantive new sections on gender, identity, citizenship, education, new social
movements, poverty and the welfare state, religion, the mass media, work and leisure,
and population. The book has been carefully designed to support and extend students?
learning. Each chapter begins with a summary of the key issues to be covered, and
goes on to highlight important terms, which are then explained in a clear glossary.
Summaries at the end of each chapter, a lively range of new activities and discussion
points, the use of websites, as well as helpful suggestions for coursework, all add to the
book?s value as a learning and teaching resource. Student–friendly cartoons, tables,
diagrams, and photographs – and the re–designed internal lay–out – also enliven the
text, making sociology seem exciting and relevant to students of all interests and
abilities. The new edition of this highly successful textbook will prove invaluable to
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anyone taking an introductory sociology course, especially at GCSE and related levels.
Students taking AS and A–level – as well as Access, nursing, and health and social
care courses – will also find the book provides an easy and fun introduction to studying
sociology.
A notable contribution to our understanding of ourselves. This book explores the realm
of human behavior in social situations and the way that we appear to others. Dr.
Goffman uses the metaphor of theatrical performance as a framework. Each person in
everyday social intercourse presents himself and his activity to others, attempts to
guide and cotnrol the impressions they form of him, and employs certain techniques in
order to sustain his performance, just as an actor presents a character to an audience.
The discussions of these social techniques offered here are based upon detailed
research and observation of social customs in many regions.
I The Reemerging Field of Clinical Sociology.- 1. Clinical Sociology: Defining the Field.Toward a Definition.- Distinctiveness of the Sociological Approach.- The Sociological
Perspective.- Theory.- Sociological Methods.- Roles for Clinical Sociologists.Organizational Consultant/Organizational Development.- Social Impact Assessment.Community Organization.- Mediation/Conflict Resolution.- Program
Development/Program Evaluation.- Counselor/Sociotherapy.- Trainer/Teacher.Broker.- Advocate.- Group Facilitator.- Conclusion.- References.- 2. The Emergence of
American Clinical Sociology.- The.
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Building upon the success of previous editions, this fully revised edition of Sociology
lays the foundations for understanding sociology in Australia. The depth and breadth of
the book ensures its value not only for first-year students, but for sociology majors
requiring on-going reference to a range of theoretical perspectives and current debates.
This fifth Australian edition continues to build on the book’s reputation for coverage,
clarity and content, drawing upon the work of leading Australian sociologists as well as
engaging with global social trends and sociological developments.
Sociology For Dummies helps you understand the complex field of sociology, serving
as the ideal study guide both when you're deciding to take a class as well as when you
are already participating in a course. Avoiding jargon, Sociology For Dummies will get
you up to speed on this widely studied topic in no time. Sociology For Dummies, UK
Edition: Provides a general overview of what sociology is as well as an in-depth look at
some of the major concepts and theories. Offers examples of how sociology can be
applied and its importance to everyday life Features an in-depth look at social
movements and political sociology Helps you discover how to conduct sociological
research Offers advice and tips for thinking about the world in an objective way
This unique Research Handbook maps the historical, theoretical, and methodological
concepts in sociology of law, exploring the rich and complex nature of this area of
research. It argues that sociology of law flourishes due to its strong capacity for
interdisciplinary engagement and links to other scientific concepts, methodologies and
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research fields.
Unlike most other sociology or social science dictionaries, in this translation of the
Critical Dictionary of Sociology, taken from the second French edition of the Dictionary
and edited by the English sociologist Peter Hamilton, the critical value of this distinctive
work is at last made available for a wider audience. Each entry grapples directly with an
issue, whether theoretical, epistemological, philosophical, political or empirical, and
provides a strong statement of what the authors think about it. The discussions are
considered but argumentative. By reaffirming that a non-marxist style of critique is still
possible, Boudon and Bourricaud have presented a distinctive approach to the key
issues which confront the societies of the Twentieth and Twenty-First centuries. For
some this work will be a textbook, for others an indispensable sourcebook of
sociological concepts, and for most a way of opening our eyes to new dimensions in
our understanding of the great ideas and theories of sociology.
Sociology for EveryoneWiley-BlackwellSociology for EveryoneA2 Sociology for AQA
The Blackwell Companion to Sociology of Religion is presented in three comprehensive
parts. Written by a range of outstanding academics, the volume explores the current
status of the sociology of religion, and how it might look in future. Explores the current
status of the sociology of religion, and how it might look at the beginning of the next
millennium. Traces the boundaries between sociology and other closely related
disciplines, such as theology and social anthropology. Edited by one of the best known
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and most widely respected sociologists of religion Accessibly presented in three
comprehensive parts.
Published social science rarely gives real attention to the actual doing of research,
making the process appear magical, or at least self-evident and simple. This book is
intended to right the balance by illuminating the craft and the choices made as the
research process unfolds for the sociologist. The metaphorical image of going
"backstage" speaks to the reader’s experience with each of the seventeen interviews,
which illuminate the choices and constraints of researchers as well as unanticipated
developments, good and bad. The volume represents a range of interests, themes,
research philosophies and approaches from a diverse group of contributors. Particularly
suited for advanced undergraduate and graduate research methods students, the
volume addresses virtually all of the most vexing methods questions through accessible
and compelling first-hand descriptions of sociological research. The volume is an
invaluable addition to the library of all social science researchers. From the Foreword
by Howard Becker: "The stories in Sociologists Backstage tell how the contributors,
who differ in so many ways, dealt with the situations they found themselves in as they
did their research, and how who they were and what they had become in their lives
intersected with those situations. The stories will fascinate you, and give you a lot to
think about as you go ahead with your own research adventure."
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