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The Cossacks
The Cossacks by Leo Tolstoy Translated by Louise and Aylmer Maude The Cossacks
is a short novel by Leo Tolstoy, published in 1863 in the popular literary magazine The
Russian Messenger. It was originally called Young Manhood. The Cossacks is believed
to be somewhat autobiographical, partially based on Tolstoy's experiences in the
Caucasus during the last stages of the Caucasian War. Tolstoy had a morally corrupt
experience in his youth, engaging in numerous promiscuous partners, heavy drinking
and gambling problems; many argue Tolstoy used his own past as inspiration for the
protagonist Olenin. Disenchanted with his privileged life in Russian society, nobleman
Dmitri Olenin joins the army as a cadet, in the hopes of escaping the superficiality of his
daily life. On a quest to find "completeness," he naively hopes to find serenity among
the "simple" people of the Caucasus. In an attempt to immerse himself in the local
culture, he befriends an old man. They drink wine, curse, and hunt pheasant and boar
in the Cossack tradition, and Olenin even begins to dress in the manner of a Cossack.
He forgets himself and falls in love with the young Maryanka, in spite of her fiance
Lukashka. While spending life as a Cossack, he learns lessons about his own inner life,
moral philosophy, and the nature of reality. He also understands the intricacies of
human psychology and nature.
All is quiet in Moscow. The squeak of wheels is seldom heard in the snow-covered
street. There are no lights left in the windows and the street lamps have been
extinguished. Only the sound of bells, borne over the city from the church towers,
suggests the approach of morning. The streets are deserted. At rare intervals a nightcabman's sledge kneads up the snow and sand in the street as the driver makes his
way to another corner where he falls asleep while waiting for a fare. An old woman
passes by on her way to church, where a few wax candles burn with a red light
reflected on the gilt mountings of the icons. Workmen are already getting up after the
long winter night and going to their work-but for the gentlefolk it is still evening.
In the years following the Napoleonic Wars, a mysterious manuscript began to circulate
among the dissatisfied noble elite of the Russian Empire. Entitled The History of the
Rus', it became one of the most influential historical texts of the modern era. Attributed
to an eighteenth-century Orthodox archbishop, it described the heroic struggles of the
Ukrainian Cossacks. Alexander Pushkin read the book as a manifestation of Russian
national spirit, but Taras Shevchenko interpreted it as a quest for Ukrainian national
liberation, and it would inspire thousands of Ukrainians to fight for the freedom of their
homeland. Serhii Plokhy tells the fascinating story of the text's discovery and
dissemination, unravelling the mystery of its authorship and tracing its subsequent
impact on Russian and Ukrainian historical and literary imagination. In so doing he
brilliantly illuminates the relationship between history, myth, empire and nationhood
from Napoleonic times to the fall of the Soviet Union.
"The Cossacks: A Tale of 1852" by graf Leo Tolstoy (translated by Aylmer Maude,
Louise Maude). Published by Good Press. Good Press publishes a wide range of titles
that encompasses every genre. From well-known classics & literary fiction and nonfiction to forgotten?or yet undiscovered gems?of world literature, we issue the books
that need to be read. Each Good Press edition has been meticulously edited and
formatted to boost readability for all e-readers and devices. Our goal is to produce
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eBooks that are user-friendly and accessible to everyone in a high-quality digital format.
*Includes pictures *Includes footnotes, online resources and a bibliography for further
reading *Includes a table of contents "Had I just 10,000 Cossacks, I would have
conquered the whole world." - Napoleon Bonaparte "Save us Lord, from Cossacks." Sir Wilson, reporting the prayers of conquered Germans (1813) The modern myth of
the Cossack presents striking images of a stern warrior mounted on horseback, with a
long woolen coat, papakha (distinctive tall fur cap ) and fur-lined cloak, with bandoliers
holding large-caliber bullets crisscrossing his chest. The warrior is armed with a mixture
of rifle, lance, daggers and pistols, but he always has his signature weapons: the
shashka (a single-edged, guard-less, slightly curved saber originally designed by the
Circassian foes) and the nagyka (short, thick whip of braided leather with a heavy
weight worked into the end originally designed for fighting off wolves but more
commonly used in later years against enemies of the state in the streets of Moscow or
Odessa). As enemies conjured up the Cossack as semi-tamed steppe barbarian, a dog
of the state, and the fist of the Czar, it's no surprise they were terrified. Even as the
origins of these ferocious fighters remain murky and obscure, the Cossacks have
continued their growing international appearance with the outbreak of the RussianUkrainian conflict in 2014. The conflict over the Crimea and the southeastern Donbass
region has had thoroughly Cossack overtones; on the one hand, the Ukrainian
Nationalists view themselves as the descendants of the freedom minded Cossack
Republics and on the other hand, Russia has leaned heavily upon Cossack
"volunteers" to staff its informal militias in the Donbass and to seize and police Crimea .
The Cossacks in Luhansk (southeastern Ukraine) and Crimea had been swearing
loyalty to Russia since the 1990s and were enthusiastic supporters of the Russian
campaign. The Cossacks: The History and Legacy of the Legendary Slavic Warriors
traces the history of the Cossacks over the centuries. Along with pictures of important
people, places, and events, you will learn about the Cossacks like never before, in no
time at all.
In 1851, at the age of twenty-two, Tolstoy joined the Russian army and travelled to the
Caucasus as a soldier. The four years that followed were among the most significant in
his life, and deeply influenced the stories collected here. Begun in 1852 but unfinished
for a decade, The Cossacks describes the experiences of Olenin, a young cultured
Russian who comes to despise civilization after spending time with the wild Cossack
people. Sevastopol Sketches, based on Tolstoy's own experiences of the siege of
Sevastopol in 1854-55, is a compelling consideration of the nature of war, while Hadji
Murat, written towards the end of his life, returns to the Caucasus of Tolstoy's youth to
explore the life of a great leader torn apart by a conflict of loyalties. Written at the end of
the nineteenth century, it is amongst the last and greatest of Tolstoy's shorter works.
THE level plains and steppes of South Russia were known to the ancients as the broad
channel followed by the ebb and flow of every fresh wave of conquest or migration
passing between Europe and Asia. The legions of Rome and Byzance found this
territory as impossible to occupy by military force as the high seas...
This book examines the uniforms and badges of an almost forgotten group of soldiers
Don, Kuban, Terek and Siberian Cossack units that fought with the German Wehrmacht
during World War II. With the cooperation of former members of many Cossack units
the authors have collected a great deal of material much of the information I this book
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appears in print here for the first time. Among the subjects covered are: Cossacks in
the Imperial Russian Army; the uniforms and badges of the Cossacks in the Wehrmacht
in World War II, including collar insignia, Cossack headgear, sleeve badges (arm
shields), Cossack qualification badges, decorations awarded to Cossacks; flags and
command symbols of the Cossack units.
This interesting and informative book presents a picture of warriors quite different from
today's flyover heroes and values diametrically opposed to the 'didn't inhale' crowd. Mr
Feodoroff, a Cossack himself, offers us a detailed history of his people, including their
politics, military afflictions, culture, ideology and philosophy, as well as their typical
personality characteristics. A picture emerges quite at variance with the image
projected by the media in the West. We are presented with rare illustrations and
descriptions of a lifestyle filled with adventure and faith.
This book covers 500 years of the history of the Cossacks -- the recklessly brave, wild
horsemen, or the romantic hero of the steppe, or the brutal mounted policemen, as they
have been remembered throughout history. A lucid and engaging book that conveys the
passion, exuberance and tragedy of these extraordinary people, it will be enjoyed by
students, scholars and general readers interested in Russian history.
Fourteen-year-old Mitya leaves his home to join the Cossack chieftain and adventurer
Yermak in his campaign across the Urals to take Siberia from the Tartars.
The Ukrainian Cossacks, often compared in historical literature to the pirates of the
Mediterranean and the frontiersmen of the American West, constituted one of the
largest Cossack hosts in the European steppe borderland. They became famous as
ferocious warriors, their fighting skills developed in their religious wars against the
Tartars, Turks, Poles, and Russians. By and large the Cossacks were Orthodox
Christians, and quite early in their history they adopted a religious ideology in their
struggle against those of other faiths. Their acceptance of the Muscovite protectorate in
1654 was also influenced by their religious ideas. In this pioneering study, Serhii Plokhy
examines the confessionalization of religious life in the early modern period, and shows
how Cossack involvment in the religious struggle between Eastern Orthodoxy and
Roman Catholicisim helped shape not only Ukrainian but also Russian and Polish
cultural identities.

The term "Cossack" was originally applied to the Tartar raiders who roamed the
Southern Plain, the word coming from the Turko-Tartar, meaning at first "free
adventurer." In the 15th century when it began to refer to a people ditinguished
by their own tongue and customs who formed separate communities. These
strong, free Cossack communities were seen as a threat to the Tsar until in 1671
they were obliged to swear fealty. From that date onwards Cossacks served in all
of Russia's wars, most famously when 50,000 Don Cossacks fought against
Napoleon of which nearly half died in battle or on campaign. The Cossacks
eventually developed their own military structure with rank titles, uniforms and
equipment all of which are detailed in in this volume.
The Cossacks is the story of a disillusioned Russian nobleman, Dmitri Olenin,
who attempts to find fulfilment among the wild and free Cossack people of the
Caucasus. As Olenin begins to lose himself in the Cossack way of life, he starts
to discover many things, the most important of which is his own sense of self.To
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read Tolstoy's early sketch, The Raid, and his first novel, The Cossacks, is to
enter the workshop of a great writer and thinker. In The Raid Tolstoy explores the
nature of courage itself, a theme central to War and Peace. In The Cossacks he
sets forth all the motifs of his whole future life and his work. The hero is a young
man-about-town who has squandered half his fortune - and his life - and retires to
the desultory existence of a regiment stationed in mountainous Cossack country,
where he takes part in the daily life of a Cossack village. But his love for the
beautiful Maryanka precipitates a conflict between the belief that "Happiness lies
in living for others" and a passion that sweeps self-abnegation aside. As Romain
Roland says, "The full force of Tolstoy's descriptive powers is already expressed
in this splendid [novel] and Tolstoy's realism shows itself with equal force in
depicting human nature."
'He said that Shamil had ordered Hadji Murat to be taken dead or alive....' Two
masterly Russian tales of freedom, fighting and great warriors in the majestic
mountains of the Caucasus, inspired by Tolstoy's years as a soldier living amid
the Cossack people. A new series of twenty distinctive, unforgettable Penguin
Classics in a beautiful new design and pocket-sized format, with coloured jackets
echoing Penguin's original covers.
A young man, Olenin, is stationed in the Caucasus, where he falls in love with the
place, the people, and the simple way of life. Though he has fallen in love with
the betrothed of a man he has befriended, he believes that he can be selfsacrificing, until a fellow Russian brings the complexity of Moscow-thinking back
to Olenin.
Love, adventure, and male rivalry of Cossack life on the frontiers of nineteenthcentury Russia.
Brings to life the many adventures and exploits of the great warriors from the
steppes of Asia known as the Cossacks.
This novel of love, adventure, and male rivalry on the frontiers of nineteenth-century Russia -completed in 1862, when Tolstoy was in his early thirties -- has always surprised readers who
know Tolstoy best through the vast, panoramic fictions of his middle years. Unlike those works,
The Cossacks is lean and supple, economical in design and execution.
Using a wide range sources, this book explores the ways in which the Russians governed their
empire in Siberia from 1598 to 1725. Paying particular attention to the role of the Siberian
Cossaks, the author takes a thorough assessment of how the institutions of imperial
government functioned in seventeenth century Russia. It raises important questions
concerning the nature of the Russian autocracy in the early modern period, investigating the
neglected relations of a vital part of the Empire with the metropolitan centre, and examines
how the Russian authorities were able to control such a vast and distant frontier given the
limited means at its disposal. It argues that despite this great physical distance, the
representations of the Tsar’s rule in the symbols, texts and gestures that permeated Siberian
institutions were close at hand, thus allowing the promotion of political stability and favourable
terms of trade. Investigating the role of the Siberian Cossacks, the book explains how the
institutions of empire facilitated their position as traders via the sharing of cultural practices,
attitudes and expectations of behaviour across large distances among the members of
organisations or personal networks.
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Inspired by Tolstoy’s own experiences in the Caucasian War, ‘The Cossacks’ is a
suspenseful tale of murder and misfortune as well as being a menas for the young author to
clear his gambling debts. Tolstoy’s undying love for the Russian landscape and his incessant
exploration of the meaning of life shine through in this novel and make it a must-read for fans
of all Russian literature, culture and history. Leo Tolstoy (1828-1910) was a Russian author.
He was a prolific author of large literary works, but he also wrote many short stories, alongside
the essays and plays written in his later life. Deemed the master of realistic fiction, his novel
‘Anna Karenina’ (1875-77) is considered by many to be the greatest novel of all time. Some of
his other notable works include ‘War and Peace' (1865-69), ‘The Kingdom of God is Within
You’ (1894), and his final novel ‘Resurrection’ (1899). His frank examinations of the world
around him are unmissable for fans of Fyodor Dostoyevsky, Anton Chekhov, and Virginia
Woolf, who was openly inspired by Tolstoy’s ideas about social class.
The CossacksLindhardt og Ringhof
This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually
download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1848 edition. Excerpt: ... Batukhan--xne Tatars--(Difference
betweenTJussian and Polish Cossacks--The Cossacks of the Don--Their Arms and Mode of
Warfare--The first Chief a the Cossacks of the Dnieper--Union of the Cossacks with
Poland--Baory--His Policy respecting the Cossacks--Their IncursionsVBoats1--Cruises on the
Black Sea--Dissensions between the Cossacks and the Poles--Revolt of the Cossacks--Their
Defeat--Sahaydatchny--Decline of the Cossacks--History of Khmielnitski--Andrew Firley--His
Defence of Zbaraz--Horrors of the Siege--The friendly Arrow--Battle of Zborof--Convention of
Khmielnitski with the Poles--His treacherous conduct--Deliverance of Khmielnitski--His
Invasion of Moldavia--Battle of Beresteczko--Defection of Khmielnitski--The Convention with
Russia--The two wild Bulls--The dying words of Khmielnitski. The immense solitudes which
spread between the Volga, the Don, and the Dnieper, between the Caspian Sea and the Black
Sea, appear to have been, from time immemorial, the fatherland of those wandering nations
and barbarian hordes who, subsisting by rapine and THE POLISH COSSACKS. Origin of the
Cossacks; terivation of the Name)--Invasion of B pillage, thundered down upon civilized
Europe like an avalanche; leaving in the rear of their destructive and fearful track nought save
carnage, conflagration, ruin, and despair. Confounded and intermixed, as regards their origin,
the one with the other, these predatory tribes have passed, ever since the ancient Scythians,
under different names; but all bear one peculiar, distinctive, and forcibly-impressed character,
both individually and in common, too indel.ib.le to be either obliterated or mistakes: ' whilst.-the
' general resemblance observable amongst them is so decided and striking, as to preclude...
Ukrainian Cossacks used icon painting to investigate their relationship not only with God but
also their relationship with the Russian tsar. In this groundbreaking study, Serhii Plokhy
examines the political and religious culture of Ukrainian Cossackdom, as reflected in the
Cossack-era paintings, icons, and woodcuts.

A panoramic view of Cossack history from the 15th to the 20th centuries begins with an
exploration of the Cossacks' complex origins, describes their role as border guards and
their frontier way of life, chronicles struggles with Turks and Tatars, and traces their
loss of collective identity.
During the Napoleonic Wars (1799-1815), the Cossacks were Russia's unique and
plentiful supply of irregular cavalry. They were employed as skirmishers, raiders and
scouts, and their tactics of harassment and harrying caused great problems for
Napoleon's Grand Armée as it retreated through Russia in 1812. This title shows how,
although labelled as rapacious, lascivious, mercenary and ill-disciplined on the field by
their detractors, they laid claim to being the finest light cavalry in Europe. This book
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also details the various tribes that made up the Cossack nation, the social structure of
Cossack life, and how they were organised and employed in war.
Hal and Chester undertake the delivery of a message advancing the allied cause to
Grand Duke Nicholas, who is leading Russian armies against the Germans, and
subsequently serve with the Russian army.
In 'The Cossacks, ' historian William Penn Cresson traces the history and culture of
these legendary Slavic warriors
A beautiful narrative, The Cossacks reveals a story about soldiers deployed at frontiers
of Russia in the nineteenth century. Tolstoy skilfully presents circumstances of a young
Russian combatant who falls in love with a Cossack girl, about to wed a local man. This
novel is a superb blend of love and adventure expressing varying sentiments and
feelings in a delicate manner. Engrossing!
This edition of Tolstoy's earlier works includes The Cossacks, together with other
examples which demonstrate the quality of his writing in the years before War and
Peace and Anna Karenina.
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