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In this compelling history of the men and ideas that radically changed the course
of world history, Lawrence James investigates and analyses how, within a
hundred years, Europeans persuaded and coerced Africa into becoming a
subordinate part of the modern world. His narrative is laced with the experiences
of participants and onlookers and introduces the men and women who, for better
or worse, stamped their wills on Africa. The continent was a magnet for the highminded, the philanthropic, the unscrupulous and the insane. Visionary proconsuls rubbed shoulders with missionaries, explorers, soldiers, adventurers,
engineers, big-game hunters, entrepreneurs and physicians. Between 1830 and
1945, Britain, France, Belgium, Germany, Portugal, Italy and the United States
exported their languages, laws, culture, religions, scientific and technical
knowledge and economic systems to Africa. The colonial powers imposed
administrations designed to bring stability and peace to a continent that seemed
to lack both. The justification for occupation was emancipation from slavery - and
the common assumption that late nineteenth-century Europe was the summit of
civilisation. By 1945 a transformed continent was preparing to take charge of its
own affairs, a process of decolonisation that took a mere twenty or so years. Yet
there remained areas where European influence was limited (Liberia, Abyssinia).
Through inertia and a desire for a quiet time, Africa's new masters left much
undisturbed, and so this magnificent history also pauses to ask: what did not
happen and why?
Shapiro, the author of "Black Wealth/White Wealth," blends personal stories,
interviews, empirical data, and analysis to illuminate how family assets produce
dramatic consequences in the everyday lives of ordinary citizens.
Sub-Saharan Africa faces three big inter-related challenges over the next
generation. It will double its population to two billion by 2045. By then more than
half of Africans will be living in cities. And this group of mostly young people will
be connected with each other and the world through mobile devices. Properly
harnessed and planned for, this is a tremendously positive force for change.
Without economic growth and jobs, it could prove a political and social
catastrophe. Old systems of patronage and of muddling through will no longer
work because of these population increases. Instead, if leaders want to continue
in power, they will have to promote economic growth in a more dynamic manner.
Making Africa Work is a first-hand account and handbook of how to ensure
growth beyond commodities and create jobs in the continent.
For too long Africa's mineral fortune has been lamented as a resource curse that
has led to conflict rather than development for much of the continent. Yet times
are changing and the opportunities to bring technical expertise on modern mining
alongside appropriate governance mechanisms for social development are
becoming more accessible in Africa. This book synthesizes perspectives from
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multiple disciplines to address Africa’s development goals in relation to its
mineral resources. The authors cover ways of addressing a range of policy
challenges, environmental concerns, and public health impacts and also consider
the role of globalization within the extractive industries. Academic research is
coupled with key field vignettes from practitioners exemplifying case studies
throughout. The book summarizes the challenges of natural resource
governance, suggesting ways in which mining can be more effectively managed
in Africa. By providing an analytical framework it highlights the essential
intersection between natural and social sciences, central to efficient and effective
harnessing of the potential for minerals and mining to be a contributor to positive
development in Africa. It will be of interest to policy makers, industry
professionals, and researchers in the extractive industries, as well as to the
broader development community.
Will he ever find his love again or will she always just be a memory?
The dictator who grew so rich on his country's cocoa crop that he built a
35-storey-high basilica in the jungles of the Ivory Coast. The austere,
incorruptible leader who has shut Eritrea off from the world in a permanent state
of war and conscripted every adult into the armed forces. In Equatorial Guinea,
the paranoid despot who thought Hitler was the saviour of Africa and waged a
relentless campaign of terror against his own people. The Libyan army officer
who authored a new work of political philosophy, The Green Book, and lived in a
tent with a harem of female soldiers, running his country like a mafia family
business. And behind these almost incredible stories of fantastic violence and
excess lie the dark secrets of Western greed and complicity, the insatiable taste
for chocolate, oil, diamonds and gold that have encouraged dictators to rule with
an iron hand, siphoning off their share of the action into mansions in Paris and
banks in Zurich and keeping their people in dire poverty.
Fresh off their vows of lifelong commitment and fidelity, Graham and Trish Wales
threw themselves into the unknown venture of what was destined to be a
classical African overland safari. Almost immediately, things began to go wrong.
Without any prior organization, knowledge, research, or planning (and being
guided only by a vague and somewhat arbitrary goal and end destination), the
chaos set in before even leaving their arrival city of Cape Town, South Africa. It
only got worse from there, as they made their way through a nearly infinite series
of unexpected and only sometimes controllable calamities brought on by their
hasty choice of car, Mother Nature, police, and their own poor decisions.
Sustained by the bonds of matrimony, God Almighty, and Africa's unrivaled
natural splendor, Graham and Trish pushed on through each trial and made it to
the end, either limping across the finish line or triumphantly conquering the
journey. They're not quite sure which. Either way, with all its African-sized twists
and turns, highs and lows, and predictable unpredictability, it was a honeymoon
never to be forgotten. For better or for worse. Author information Graham and
Trish Wales are born world travelers of their own breed, currently living a quiet
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suburban life in North Carolina with their two kids, biding their time until they can
head off on adventure again with their expanded family. For more information,
visit FortuneFollyand1000fates.com
"Africa has been coveted for its riches ever since the era of the Pharaohs. In past
centuries, it was the lure of gold, ivory, and slaves that drew fortune-seekers,
merchant-adventurers, and conquerors from afar. In modern times, the focus of
attention is on oil, diamonds, and other valuable minerals. Land was another
prize. The Romans relied on their colonies in northern Africa for vital grain
shipments to feed the population of Rome. Arab invaders followed in their wake,
eventually colonizing the entire region. More recently, foreign corporations have
acquired huge tracts of land to secure food supplies needed abroad, just as the
Romans did. In this vast and vivid panorama of history, Martin Meredith follows
the fortunes of Africa over a period of 5,000 years. With compelling narrative, he
traces the rise and fall of ancient kingdoms and empires; the spread of
Christianity and Islam; the enduring quest for gold and other riches; the exploits
of explorers and missionaries; and the impact of European colonization. He
examines, too, the fate of modern African states and concludes with a glimpse of
their future." -- Back cover.
SHORTLISTED FOR THE BOOKER PRIZE 2021 'Chilling and utterly compelling, The
Fortune Men shines an essential light on a much-neglected period of our national life'
Sathnam Sanghera, author of Empireland Mahmood Mattan is a fixture in Cardiff's
Tiger Bay, 1952, which bustles with Somali and West Indian sailors, Maltese
businessmen and Jewish families. He is a father, chancer, some-time petty thief. He is
many things, in fact, but he is not a murderer. So when a shopkeeper is brutally killed
and all eyes fall on him, Mahmood isn't too worried. It is true that he has been getting
into trouble more often since his Welsh wife Laura left him. But Mahmood is secure in
his innocence in a country where, he thinks, justice is served. It is only in the run-up to
the trial, as the prospect of freedom dwindles, that it will dawn on Mahmood that he is in
a terrifying fight for his life - against conspiracy, prejudice and the inhumanity of the
state. And, under the shadow of the hangman's noose, he begins to realise that the
truth may not be enough to save him. 'A writer of great humanity and intelligence.
Nadifa Mohamed deeply understands how lives are shaped both by the grand sweep of
history and the intimate encounters of human beings' Kamila Shamsie, author of Home
Fire 'A novel of tremendous power, compassion and subtlety, it feels unsettlingly timely'
Pankaj Mishra
This book showcases new research by emerging and established scholars on white
workers and the white poor in Southern Africa. Rethinking White Societies in Southern
Africa challenges the geographical and chronological limitations of existing scholarship
by presenting case studies from Angola, Mozambique, South Africa, Zambia and
Zimbabwe that track the fortunes of nonhegemonic whites during the era of white
minority rule. Arguing against prevalent understandings of white society as uniformly
wealthy or culturally homogeneous during this period, it demonstrates that social class
remained a salient element throughout the twentieth century, how Southern Africa’s
white societies were often divided and riven with tension and how the resulting social,
political and economic complexities animated white minority regimes in the region.
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Addressing themes such as the class-based disruption of racial norms and practices,
state surveillance and interventions – and their failures – towards nonhegemonic
whites, and the opportunities and limitations of physical and social mobility, the book
mounts a forceful argument for the regional consideration of white societies in this
historical context. Centrally, it extends the path-breaking insights emanating from
scholarship on racialized class identities from North America to the African context to
argue that race and class cannot be considered independently in Southern Africa. This
book will be of interest to scholars and students of southern African studies, African
history, and the history of race.
In the cataclysmic decade that is the focus of this book, Nigeria was subject to several
near-death experiences. These began when the country nearly tore itself apart after the
northern-led military government annulled the results of a 1993 presidential election
won by the southerner Moshood Abiola, and ended with former military ruler General
Olusegun Obasanjo being the unlikely conduit of democracy. This mini-history of a
nation's life also reflects on three mesmerizing protagonists who personified that era.
First up is Abiola: the multi-billionaire businessman who had his election victory voided
by the generals who made him rich, and who was later assassinated. General Sani
Abacha was the mysterious, reclusive ruler under whose watch Abiola was arrested
and pro-democracy activists (including Abiola's wife) were murdered. He also oversaw
a terrifying Orwellian state security operation. Although Abacha is today reviled as a
tyrant, the author eschews selective amnesia, reminding Nigerians that they goaded
him into seizing power. The third protagonist is Obasanjo, who emerged from prison to
return to power as an elected civilian leader. The penumbra of military rule still looms
over Nigeria nearly twenty years after the soldiers departed, and key personalities
featured in this book remain in government, including the current president.
Africa is forever on our TV screens, but the bad-news stories (famine, genocide,
corruption) massively outweigh the good (South Africa). Ever since the process of
decolonialisation began in the mid-1950s, and arguably before, the continent has
appeared to be stuck in a process of irreversible decline. Constant war, improper use of
natural resources and misappropriation of revenues and aid monies contribute to an
impression of a continent beyond hope. How did we get here? What, if anything, is to
be done? Weaving together the key stories and characters of the last fifty years into a
stunningly compelling and coherent narrative, Martin Meredith has produced the
definitive history of how European ideas of how to organise 10,000 different ethnic
groups has led to what Tony Blair described as the 'scar on the conscience of the
world'. Authoritative, provocative and consistently fascinating, this is a major book on
one of the most important issues facing the West today.
A novel on the evils of white colonialism in Africa. Set in French-ruled Mali, the hero is a
young teacher who plays the white man's idea of a good Black in order to advance his
career.
Overseas Press Club Award Winner 2016 A shocking investigative journey into the way
the resource trade wreaks havoc on Africa, ‘The Looting Machine’ explores the dark
underbelly of the global economy.
Africa has been coveted for its riches ever since the era of the Pharaohs. In past
centuries, it was the lure of gold, ivory, and slaves that drew fortune-seekers, merchantadventurers, and conquerors from afar. In modern times, the focus of attention is on oil,
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diamonds, and other valuable minerals. Land was another prize. The Romans relied on
their colonies in northern Africa for vital grain shipments to feed the population of
Rome. Arab invaders followed in their wake, eventually colonizing the entire region.
More recently, foreign corporations have acquired huge tracts of land to secure food
supplies needed abroad, just as the Romans did. In this vast and vivid panorama of
history, Martin Meredith follows the fortunes of Africa over a period of 5,000 years. With
compelling narrative, he traces the rise and fall of ancient kingdoms and empires; the
spread of Christianity and Islam; the enduring quest for gold and other riches; the
exploits of explorers and missionaries; and the impact of European colonization. He
examines, too, the fate of modern African states and concludes with a glimpse of their
future. His cast of characters includes religious leaders, mining magnates, warlords,
dictators, and many other legendary figures—among them Mansa Musa, ruler of the
medieval Mali empire, said to be the richest man the world has ever known. “I speak of
Africa,” Shakespeare wrote, “and of golden joys.” This is history on an epic scale.
A unique and fascinating look at Victorian society through the remarkable lives of an
enlightened and philanthropic aristocratic couple, the Marquess and Marchioness of
Aberdeen, who tried to change the world for the better but paid a heavy price. This is a
true tale of love and loss, fortune and misfortune. In the late 19th century, John and
Ishbel Gordon, the Marquess and Marchioness of Aberdeen, were the couple who
seemed to have it all: a fortune that ran into the tens of millions, a magnificent stately
home in Scotland surrounded by one of Europe’s largest estates, a townhouse in
London’s most fashionable square, cattle ranches in Texas and British Columbia, and
the governorships of Ireland and Canada where they lived like royalty. Together they
won praise for their work as social reformers and pioneers of women’s rights, and
enjoyed friendships with many of the most prominent figures of the age, from Britain’s
Prime Ministers to Oliver Wendell-Holmes and P.T. Barnum and Queen Victoria herself.
Yet by the time they died in the 1930s, this gilded couple’s luck had long since run out:
they had faced family tragedies, scandal through their unwitting involvement in one of
the “crimes of the century” and, most catastrophically of all, they had lost both their
fortune and their lands. This fascinating family quest for the reason for their dramatic
downfall is also a moving and colorful exploration of society in Victorian Britain and
North America and an inspirational feast for history lovers.
A handful of Afrikaners have risen to the very top of the business world in South Africa
in the past three decades, some of them now dollar billionaires with vast global
business interests. With Koos Bekker at its helm, media group Naspers grew to
dominate the Johannesburg Stock Exchange and was transformed into a global
consumer internet group. Johann Rupert boldly extended Richemont’s share in the
upper-end market of luxury goods, while Christo Wiese and Whitey Basson at Pepkor
and Shoprite became Africa’s largest clothing and food retailers. Based predominantly
on personal interviews, Fortunes reveals why individuals such as Jannie Mouton,
Michiel le Roux, Douw Steyn, Johan van Zyl, GT Ferreira, Hendrik du Toit, and several
commercial farmers, turn whatever they touch to gold. Work ethic, astute alliances and
an appetite for risk have catapulted them to great heights. The rise of the Afrikaner
super-rich has coincided with the government’s black economic empowerment
programme, making it one of the unexpected features of the South African economy
today. Fortunes is an unrivalled work that explains who these tycoons are, how they
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built their empires and how the sensational collapse of Steinhoff International, led by
Markus Jooste, almost destroyed some of their fortunes. The book boldly interrogates
their spirit of enterprise, faults and follies, but also their vast philanthropic contributions
to the country.
SHORTLISTED FOR THE ORWELL PRIZE FOR POLITICAL WRITING A DAILY
TELEGRAPH BOOK OF THE YEAR For two hundred years, the abolition of slavery in
Britain has been a cause for self-congratulation - but no longer. In 1807, Parliament
outlawed the slave trade in the British Empire. But for the next 25 years more than
700,000 people remained enslaved, due to the immensely powerful pro-slavery group
the 'West India Interest'. This ground-breaking history discloses the extent to which the
'Interest' were supported by nearly every figure of the British establishment - fighting,
not to abolish slavery, but to maintain it for profit. Gripping and unflinching, The Interest
is the long-overdue exposé of one of Britain's darkest, most turbulent times. 'A critical
piece of history and a devastating exposé' Shashi Tharoor, author of Inglorious Empire
'Thoroughly researched and potent' David Lammy MP 'Essential reading' Simon Sebag
Montefiore
AFRICA IS FAILING. AFRICA IS SUCCEEDING. Africa is betraying its citizens. Africa
is a place of starvation, corruption, disease. African economies are soaring faster than
any on earth. Africa is squandering its bountiful resources. Africa is a roadmap for
global development. Africa is turbulent. Africa is stabilising. Africa is doomed. Africa is
the future. All of these pronouncements prove equally true and false, as South African
journalists Richard Poplak and Kevin Bloom discover on their 9-year roadtrip through
the paradoxical continent they call home. From pillaged mines in Zimbabwe to the
creation of an economic marketplace in Ethiopia; from Namibia's middle class to the
technological challenges facing Nollywood in the 21st Century; from China's investment
in Botswana to the rush for resources in the Congo; and from the birth of Africa's
newest country, South Sudan, to the worsening conflict in CAR, here are eight
adventures on the trail of a new Africa. Part detective story, part report from this
economic frontier, Continental Shift follows the money as it flows through Chinese
coffers to international conglomerates, to heads of state, to ordinary African citizens, all
of whom are intent on defining a metamorphosing continent.
In the twenty years after Ireland joined the UN in 1955, one subject dominated its
fortunes: Africa. The first detailed study of Ireland’s relationship with that continent, this
book documents its special place in Irish history. Adopting a highly original, and
strongly comparative approach, it shows how small and middling powers like Ireland,
Canada, the Netherlands and the Nordic states used Africa to shape their position in
the international system, and how their influence waned with the rise of the Afro-Asian
bloc. O’Sullivan chronicles Africa’s impact on Irish foreign policy; the link between
African decolonisation and Irish post-colonial identity; and the missionaries, aid
workers, diplomats, peacekeepers, and anti-apartheid protesters at the heart of Irish
popular understanding of the developing world. Offering a fascinating account of small
state diplomacy, and a unique perspective on African decolonisation, this book provides
essential insight for scholars of Irish history, African history, international relations, and
the history of NGOs, as well as anyone interested in Africa’s important place in the
Irish public imagination.
A sweeping history the fortune seekers, adventurers, despots, and thieves who have
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ruthlessly endeavored to extract gold, diamonds, and other treasures from Africa and its
people. Africa has been coveted for its rich natural resources ever since the era of the
Pharaohs. In past centuries, it was the lure of gold, ivory, and slaves that drew
merchant-adventurers and conquerors from afar. In modern times, the focus of
attention is on oil, diamonds, and other rare earth minerals. In this vast and vivid
panorama of history, Martin Meredith follows the fortunes of Africa over a period of
5,000 years. With compelling narrative, he traces the rise and fall of ancient kingdoms
and empires; the spread of Christianity and Islam; the enduring quest for gold and other
riches; the exploits of explorers and missionaries; and the impact of European
colonization. He examines, too, the fate of modern African states and concludes with a
glimpse of their future. His cast of characters includes religious leaders, mining
magnates, warlords, dictators, and many other legendary figures-among them Mansa
Musa, ruler of the medieval Mali empire, said to be the richest man the world has ever
known.
Drawing on many years of African experience, John Reader has written a book of
startling grandeur and scope that recreates the great panorama of African history, from
the primeval cataclysms that formed the continent to the political upheavals facing
much of the continent today. Reader tells the extraordinary story of humankind's
adaptation to the ferocious obstacles of forest, river and desert, and to the threat of
debilitating parasites, bacteria and viruses unmatched elsewhere in the world. He also
shows how the world's richest assortment of animals and plants has helped - or
hindered - human progress in Africa.
Shortlisted for the Financial Times and Goldman Sachs Business Book of the Year
Award 2012. Why are some nations more prosperous than others? Why Nations Fail
sets out to answer this question, with a compelling and elegantly argued new theory:
that it is not down to climate, geography or culture, but because of institutions. Drawing
on an extraordinary range of contemporary and historical examples, from ancient Rome
through the Tudors to modern-day China, leading academics Daron Acemoglu and
James A. Robinson show that to invest and prosper, people need to know that if they
work hard, they can make money and actually keep it - and this means sound
institutions that allow virtuous circles of innovation, expansion and peace. Based on
fifteen years of research, and answering the competing arguments of authors ranging
from Max Weber to Jeffrey Sachs and Jared Diamond, Acemoglu and Robinson step
boldly into the territory of Francis Fukuyama and Ian Morris. They blend economics,
politics, history and current affairs to provide a new, powerful and persuasive way of
understanding wealth and poverty.
“By telling the little-known stories of six pioneering African American entrepreneurs,
Black Fortunes makes a worthy contribution to black history, to business history, and to
American history.”—Margot Lee Shetterly, New York Times Bestselling author of Hidden
Figures Between the years of 1830 and 1927, as the last generation of blacks born into
slavery was reaching maturity, a small group of industrious, tenacious, and daring men
and women broke new ground to attain the highest levels of financial success. Mary
Ellen Pleasant, used her Gold Rush wealth to further the cause of abolitionist John
Brown. Robert Reed Church, became the largest landowner in Tennessee. Hannah
Elias, the mistress of a New York City millionaire, used the land her lover gave her to
build an empire in Harlem. Orphan and self-taught chemist Annie Turnbo-Malone,
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developed the first national brand of hair care products. Mississippi school teacher O.
W. Gurley, developed a piece of Tulsa, Oklahoma, into a “town” for wealthy black
professionals and craftsmen that would become known as “the Black Wall Street.”
Although Madam C. J Walker was given the title of America’s first female black
millionaire, she was not. She was the first, however, to flaunt and openly claim her
wealth—a dangerous and revolutionary act. Nearly all the unforgettable personalities in
this amazing collection were often attacked, demonized, or swindled out of their wealth.
Black Fortunes illuminates as never before the birth of the black business titan.
In 1880 the continent of Africa was largely unexplored by Europeans. Less than thirty
years later, only Liberia and Ethiopia remained unconquered by them. The rest - 10
million square miles with 110 million bewildered new subjects - had been carved up by
five European powers (and one extraordinary individual) in the name of Commerce,
Christianity, 'Civilization' and Conquest. The Scramble for Africa is the first full-scale
study of that extraordinary episode in history.
A collection of three novellas about Europeans in East Africa written by journalist and
former wife of Ernest Hemmingway, Martha Gellhorn.
Discover the exhilarating diversity of the African continent in storyteller Atinuke's
kaleidoscopic nonfiction guide to the people, flora, and fauna of all fifty-five countries. A
Nigerian storyteller explores the continent of Africa country by country: its geography,
peoples, animals, history, resources, and cultural diversity. The book is divided into five
distinct sections--South, East, West, Central, and North--and each country is
showcased on its own bright, energetic page brimming with friendly facts on science,
industry, food, sports, music, wildlife, landscape features, even snippets of local
languages. The richest king, the tallest sand dunes, and the planet's largest waterfall all
make appearances along with drummers, cocoa growers, inventors, balancing stones,
salt lakes, high-tech cities, and nomads who use GPS! Atinuke's lively and
comprehensive introduction to all fifty-five African countries--a celebration scaled to
dazzle and delight even very young readers--evokes the continent's unique blend of
modern and traditional. Complete with colorful maps, an index, and richly patterned and
textured illustrations by debut children's book artist Mouni Feddag, Africa, Amazing
Africa is both a beautiful gift book and an essential classroom and social studies
resource.
John Boyes (1875-1951) was a British born ivory trader and soldier of fortune in Africa.
If true, and it is declared to be authentic, this is certainly one of the most remarkable
stories of adventure told in many a year. The author describes how he, a young
Englishman, entered East Africa as a trader, gained such ascendency over the wild
tribe of the Kikuyu that they made him their king, continuing thus until the English
captured him and let him barely escape with his life. The descriptions are vivid, and
bring to light the Kikuyu country. From inside the book: "THE following pages describe
a life of adventure in the more remote parts of Africa- adventures such as the explorer
and sportsmen do not generally encounter. The man to whom the episodes narrated in
this book refer has been personally known to me for ten years. We have hunted big
game and explored together many a time in the African jungle; and as it is principally at
my instigation that he has put the following account of his experiences into writing, I
think it is due to him and to the public that I should make known my responsibility in the
matter. It seemed to me that the adventures John Boyes underwent were something
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quite out of the common; in these matter-of-fact days they may be said to be almost
unique. In the of exploration and discovery, when Captain Cook and such heroes lived
and thrived, they were perhaps common enough; but every year the opportunities of
such adventure get more and more remote, and as the uttermost parts, of the earth are
brought under the influence of civilization will become ever more impossible. For this
reason alone a story such as told here seems to be worth recording. "There is no
attempt at literary style. The man tells his tale in a simple, matter-of-fact way, and, as
his Editor, I have thought it better from every point of view to leave his words as he has
written them. "The reader will judge for himself as to the interest of the adventures here
related, but I think any one will admit that no ordinary force of character was necessary
to carry them through to a successful issue. The whole life of the author during the time
he was a wanderer in the Kikuyu country, and later while he was practically supreme
ruler of the tribe-a tribe numbering half a million of people- was one of imminent daily
risk. "Each hour he went about with his life in his hands, and if he came out scatheless
from the melee, he has only to thank his courage, nerve, and resource. All these
qualities he obviously possessed in a high degree. "He appears to have been harshly
treated by the British East Africa authorities. Doubtless much that he did was grossly
misrepresented to them by more or less interested parties. He certainly did yeoman's
service to the colony in its early days by opening up an unknown and hostile country
which lay right on the border land of the Uganda Railway, at that time in course of
construction. His energetic action enabled the coolies on the line to work safe from
many hostile attacks. He supplied them with the food without which they would have
starved- all for a very small reward, and at great personal risk to himself. But the love of
adventure was in him, and such people do not work for profit alone. The life itself brings
its own reward. An impartial observer will perhaps be able to understand the point of
view of the British Administration, and will appreciate their difficulty, indeed their ability,
to allow an independent white power to rule beside their own; but the public will judge
for themselves whether they set about to do what they did with regard to John Boyes in
the most tactful way, or whether they treated a brave fellow-country man in the manner
he deserved."
A rich history of Antwerp from the author of the acclaimed bestseller The Edge of the
World Even before Amsterdam there was a dazzling North Sea port at the hub of the
known world: the city of Antwerp. Antwerp was sensational like nineteenth-century
Paris or twentieth-century New York, somewhere anything could happen or at least be
believed: killer bankers, easy kisses, a market in secrets and every kind of heresy. For
half the sixteenth century, it was the place for breaking rules - religious, sexual,
intellectual. In Antwerp, things changed. One man cornered all the money in the city
and reinvented ideas of what money meant. Another gave Antwerp a new shape purely
out of his own ambition. Jews fleeing the Portuguese Inquisition needed Antwerp for
their escape, thanks to the remarkable woman at the head of the grandest banking
family in Europe. Thomas More opened Utopia there, Erasmus puzzled over money
and exchanges, William Tyndale sheltered there and smuggled out his Bible in English
until he was killed. Pieter Bruegel painted the town as The Tower of Babel. But when
Antwerp rebelled with the Dutch against the Spanish and lost, all that glory was buried
and its true history rewritten. The city that unsettled so many now became conformist.
Mutinous troops burned the city records. Michael Pye sets out to rediscover the city that
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was lost and bring its wilder days to life using every kind of clue: novels, paintings,
songs, schoolbooks, letters and the archives of Venice, London and the Medici. He
builds a picture of a city haunted by fire, plague and violence, but learning how to be a
power in its own right in the world after feudalism. This is the Antwerp which was the
proud 'exception' to all of Europe.
The classic work of political, economic, and historical analysis, powerfully introduced by
Angela Davis In his short life, the Guyanese intellectual Walter Rodney emerged as one
of the leading thinkers and activists of the anticolonial revolution, leading movements in
North America, South America, the African continent, and the Caribbean. In each
locale, Rodney found himself a lightning rod for working class Black Power. His
deportation catalyzed 20th century Jamaica's most significant rebellion, the 1968
Rodney riots, and his scholarship trained a generation how to think politics at an
international scale. In 1980, shortly after founding of the Working People's Alliance in
Guyana, the 38-year-old Rodney would be assassinated. In his magnum opus, How
Europe Underdeveloped Africa, Rodney incisively argues that grasping "the great
divergence" between the west and the rest can only be explained as the exploitation of
the latter by the former. This meticulously researched analysis of the abiding
repercussions of European colonialism on the continent of Africa has not only informed
decades of scholarship and activism, it remains an indispensable study for grasping
global inequality today.
In 1960, the GDP per capita of Southeast Asian countries was nearly half of that of
Africa. By 1986 the gap had closed and today the trend is reversed, with more than half
of the world's poorest now living in sub Saharan Africa. Why has Asia developed while
Africa lagged? The Asian Aspiration chronicles the stories of explosive growth and
changing fortunes: the leaders, events and policy choices that lifted a billion people out
of abject poverty within a single generation, the largest such shift in human history. The
relevance of Asia's example comes as Africa is facing a population boom, which can
either lead to crisis or prosperity, and as Asia is again transforming, this time out of lowcost manufacturing into hi-tech, leaving a void that is Africa's for the taking. Far from
the optimistic determinism of Africa Rising, this book calls for unprecedented
pragmatism in the pursuit of African success.
First published in 2005, The Fate of Africa was hailed by reviewers as "A
masterpiece....The nonfiction book of the year" (The New York Post); "a magnificent
achievement" (Weekly Standard); "a joy," (Wall Street Journal) and "one of the
decade's most important works on Africa" (Publishers Weekly, starred review). Now
Martin Meredith has revised this classic history to incorporate important recent
developments, including the Darfur crisis in Sudan, Robert Mugabe's continued
destructive rule in Zimbabwe, controversies over Western aid and exploitation of
Africa's resources, the growing importance and influence of China, and the democratic
movement roiling the North African countries of Tunisia, Egypt, and Jordan.
Africa does not give up its secrets easily. Buried there lie answers about the origins of
humankind and the dawn of civilisation. Through a century of archaeological
investigation, scientists have transformed our understanding of the beginnings of
human life, although vital clues still remain hidden. In Born in Africa, Martin Meredith
follows the trail of discoveries about our human origins made by scientists over the last
hundred years, as well as describing the history of scholarship in this incredibly exciting
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field. He relates the intense rivalries, personal feuds and fierce controversies that
shaped the study and perception of Africa, and recounts the feats of skill and
endurance that have illuminated thousands of years of human evolution. The results
have been momentous. Scientists have identified more than twenty species of extinct
humans and firmly established Africa as the birthplace not only of humankind, but also
of our own species: homo sapiens, the modern human. Scientific study has revealed
how early technology, language ability and artistic endeavour all originated in Africa,
and scientists have shown how, in an exodus sixty thousand years ago, small groups of
Africans left their birthplace to populate the rest of the world. We all have an African
legacy, and in this fascinating and informative book Martin Meredith leads us back to
the place where we have rediscovered our common human heritage.
Winner of the Nayef Al-Rodhan Prize for Global Cultural Understanding 2019
Shortlisted for the Cundill History Prize and the Pius Adesanmi Memorial Award
'Astonishing, staggering' Ben Okri, Daily Telegraph A groundbreaking new history that
will transform our view of West Africa By the time of the 'Scramble for Africa' in the late
nineteenth century, Africa had already been globally connected for many centuries. Its
gold had fuelled the economies of Europe and Islamic world since around 1000, and its
sophisticated kingdoms had traded with Europeans along the coasts from Senegal
down to Angola since the fifteenth century. Until at least 1650, this was a trade of
equals, using a variety of currencies - most importantly shells: the cowrie shells
imported from the Maldives, and the nzimbu shells imported from Brazil. Toby Green's
groundbreaking new book transforms our view of West and West-Central Africa. It
reconstructs the world of kingdoms whose existence (like those of Europe) revolved
around warfare, taxation, trade, diplomacy, complex religious beliefs, royal display and
extravagance, and the production of art. Over time, the relationship between Africa and
Europe revolved ever more around the trade in slaves, damaging Africa's relative
political and economic power as the terms of monetary exchange shifted drastically in
Europe's favour. In spite of these growing capital imbalances, longstanding contacts
ensured remarkable connections between the Age of Revolution in Europe and
America and the birth of a revolutionary nineteenth century in Africa. A Fistful of Shells
draws not just on written histories, but on archival research in nine countries, on art,
praise-singers, oral history, archaeology, letters, and the author's personal experience
to create a new perspective on the history of one of the world's most important regions.
A revelatory history of how postcolonial African Independence movements were
systematically undermined by one nation above all: the US. In 1958 in Accra, Ghana,
the Hands Off Africa conference brought together the leading figures of African
independence in a public show of political strength and purpose. Led by the charismatic
Kwame Nkrumah, who had just won Ghana’s independence, his determined call for
Pan-Africanism was heeded by young, idealistic leaders across the continent and by
African Americans seeking civil rights at home. Yet, a moment that signified a new era
of African freedom simultaneously marked a new era of foreign intervention and control.
In White Malice, Susan Williams unearths the covert operations pursued by the CIA
from Ghana to the Congo to the UN in an effort to frustrate and deny Africa’s new
generation of nationalist leaders. This dramatically upends the conventional belief that
the African nations failed to establish effective, democratic states on their own accord.
As the old European powers moved out, the US moved in. Drawing on original
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research, recently declassified documents, and told through an engaging narrative,
Williams introduces readers to idealistic African leaders and to the secret agents,
ambassadors, and even presidents who deliberately worked against them, forever
altering the future of a continent.
The Fortunes of AfricaA 5000-Year History of Wealth, Greed, and
EndeavorPublicAffairs
In this vast and vivid panorama of history, Martin Meredith, bestselling author of The
State of Africa, follows the fortunes of Africa over a period of 5,000 years. With
compelling narrative, he traces the rise and fall of ancient kingdoms and empires; the
spread of Christianity and Islam; the enduring quest for gold and other riches; the
exploits of explorers and missionaries; and the impact of European colonisation. He
examines, too, the fate of modern African states and concludes with a glimpse into their
future. This is history on an epic scale.
"An enthralling story . . . A work of history that reads like a novel." — Christian Science
Monitor “As Hochschild’s brilliant book demonstrates, the great Congo scandal
prefigured our own times . . . This book must be read and reread.” — Los Angeles
Times Book Review In the late nineteenth century, as the European powers were
carving up Africa, King Leopold II of Belgium carried out a brutal plundering of the
territory surrounding the Congo River. Ultimately slashing the area’s population by ten
million, he still managed to shrewdly cultivate his reputation as a great humanitarian. A
tale far richer than any novelist could invent, King Leopold’s Ghost is the horrifying
account of a megalomaniac of monstrous proportions. It is also the deeply moving
portrait of those who defied Leopold: African rebel leaders who fought against hopeless
odds and a brave handful of missionaries, travelers, and young idealists who went to
Africa for work or adventure but unexpectedly found themselves witnesses to a
holocaust and participants in the twentieth century’s first great human rights
movement. A National Book Critics Circle Award Finalist A New York Times Notable
Book
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