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The Later Ghaznavids Splendour And Decay The
Dynasty In Afghanistan And Northern India 1040
1186
Presents a thematically indexed bibliography devoted to Afghanistan. Following the
pattern established by one of its major data sources, viz, the acclaimed Index
Islamicus, both journal articles and book publications are included and indexed.
During the eleventh to thirteenth centuries, Islamic conquest and trade laid the
foundation for a new type of Indo-Islamic society in which the organizational forms of
the frontier and of sedentary agriculture merged in a way that was uniquely successful
in the late medieval world at large, setting the Indo-Islamic world apart from the Middle
East and China in the same centuries.
"Offers readers a compelling picture of Babur's Central Asian world, one which is little
appreciated by most individuals who are either natives or students of South Asia
studies"--Provided by publisher.
A compelling look at the Fatimid caliphate's robust culture of documentation The lost
archive of the Fatimid caliphate (909–1171) survived in an unexpected place: the
storage room, or geniza, of a synagogue in Cairo, recycled as scrap paper and
deposited there by medieval Jews. Marina Rustow tells the story of this extraordinary
find, inviting us to reconsider the longstanding but mistaken consensus that before
1500 the dynasties of the Islamic Middle East produced few documents, and preserved
even fewer. Beginning with government documents before the Fatimids and paper’s
westward spread across Asia, Rustow reveals a millennial tradition of state record
keeping whose very continuities suggest the strength of Middle Eastern institutions, not
their weakness. Tracing the complex routes by which Arabic documents made their way
from Fatimid palace officials to Jewish scribes, the book provides a rare window onto a
robust culture of documentation and archiving not only comparable to that of medieval
Europe, but, in many cases, surpassing it. Above all, Rustow argues that the problem of
archives in the medieval Middle East lies not with the region’s administrative culture,
but with our failure to understand preindustrial documentary ecology. Illustrated with
stunning examples from the Cairo Geniza, this compelling book advances our
understanding of documents as physical artifacts, showing how the records of the
Fatimid caliphate, once recovered, deciphered, and studied, can help change our
thinking about the medieval Islamicate world and about premodern polities more
broadly.
This Encyclopedia covers the full range of Islamic thought. It takes substantial note of
contemporary trends across the Muslim world, and the material on historical Islam has
contemporary reference.
Vittorio Cotesta’s The Heavens and the Earth deals with the images of the world
peculiar to the Graeco-Roman, Ancient Chinese and Medieval Islamic civilisations,
each with its own way of conceiving the universe, life, death, society, power, humanity
and its destiny, while aspired by a shared universal form of life.
This book presents a comprehensive survey of warfare in India up to the point where
the British began to dominate the sub-continent. It discusses issues such as how far
was the relatively bloodless nature of pre-British Indian warfare the product of stateless
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Indian society? How far did technology determine the dynamics of warfare in India? Did
warfare in this period have a particular Indian nature and was it ritualistic? The book
considers land warfare including sieges, naval warfare, the impact of horses, elephants
and gunpowder, and the differences made by the arrival of Muslim rulers and by the
influx of other foreign influences and techniques. The book concludes by arguing that
the presence of standing professional armies supported by centralised bureaucratic
states have been underemphasised in the history of India.
Elephants have fought in human armies for more than three thousand years. This is the
largely forgotten tale of the credit they deserve and the sacrifices they endured.

Objects of Translation offers a nuanced approach to the entanglements of
medieval elites in the regions that today comprise Afghanistan, Pakistan, and
north India. The book--which ranges in time from the early eighth to the early
thirteenth centuries--challenges existing narratives that cast the period as one of
enduring hostility between monolithic "Hindu" and "Muslim" cultures. These
narratives of conflict have generally depended upon premodern texts for their
understanding of the past. By contrast, this book considers the role of material
culture and highlights how objects such as coins, dress, monuments, paintings,
and sculptures mediated diverse modes of encounter during a critical but
neglected period in South Asian history. The book explores modes of
circulation--among them looting, gifting, and trade--through which artisans and
artifacts traveled, remapping cultural boundaries usually imagined as stable and
static. It analyzes the relationship between mobility and practices of cultural
translation, and the role of both in the emergence of complex transcultural
identities. Among the subjects discussed are the rendering of Arabic sacred texts
in Sanskrit on Indian coins, the adoption of Turko-Persian dress by Buddhist
rulers, the work of Indian stone masons in Afghanistan, and the incorporation of
carvings from Hindu and Jain temples in early Indian mosques. Objects of
Translation draws upon contemporary theories of cosmopolitanism and
globalization to argue for radically new approaches to the cultural geography of
premodern South Asia and the Islamic world.
Sir Martin Ewans, former Head of the British Chancery in Kabul, puts into an
historical and contemporary context the series of tragic events that have
impinged on Afghanistan in the past fifty years. The book examines the roots of
these developments in Afghanistan's earlier history and external relationships, as
well as their contemporary relevance, internally, regionally, and globally. The
book also reviews in details the emergence of the Taliban, their ideology and
their place within Islam, and examines Afghanistan's relevance in global issues,
notably the nature of Islamic extremism, the international drugs trade and
international terrorism. It ends with an analysis of the country post-Taliban.
Muslims have been present in South Asia for 14 centuries. Nearly 40% of the
people of this vast land mass follow the religion of Islam, and Muslim contribution
to the cultural heritage of the sub-continent has been extensive. This textbook
provides both undergraduate and postgraduate students, as well as the general
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reader, with a comprehensive account of the history of Islam in India,
encompassing political, socio-economic, cultural and intellectual aspects. Using a
chronological framework, the book discusses the main events in each period
between c. 600 CE and the present day, along with the key social and cultural
themes. It discusses a range of topics, including: How power was secured, and
how was it exercised The crisis of confidence caused by the arrival of the West in
the sub-continent How the Indo-Islamic synthesis in various facets of life and
culture came about Excerpts at the end of each chapter allow for further
discussion, and detailed maps alongside the text help visualise the changes
through each time period. Introducing the reader to the issues concerning the
Islamic past of South Asia, the book is a useful text for students and scholars of
South Asian History and Religious Studies.
This is the second of a projected series of five volumes dealing with the
expansion of Islam in "al-Hind," or South and Southeast Asia. It analyses the
conquest of the eleventh-thirteenth centuries, the migration of Muslim groups into
the subcontinent, and maritime developments in the same period.
In the years covered by this volume, 1250-1450, the production patterns, in both
the European precious and base metal industries, first established in the twelfth
century, and described in volume two, continued to be played out. This now took
place however in the context of a continuous process of increasingly acute
resource depletion, which finally culminated in the terminal mining crisis of the
1450s. Even as European silver production declined, however, compensatory
supplies of precious metals became for the first time available as a countercyclical production pattern came to characterise a newly emergent European
gold industry which by 1450 had displaced African gold as the main source of
supply to European mints. African gold increasingly was supplied to African and
Asiatic markets. Vol. I: Asiatic Supremacy, 425-1125 Vol. 2: Afro-European
Supremacy, 1125-1225 .
Jamal Malik provides new insights into the social and intellectual history of the
complex forms of cultural articulation among Muslims in South Asia from the
seventh to twenty-first century, elaborating on various trends and tendencies in a
highly plural setting.
The Chronicle of Ibn al-Athir (1160-1233AD), entitled al-Kamil fi'l-Ta'rikh, is one
of the outstanding sources for the history of the medieval world. It covers the
whole sweep of Islamic history almost up to the death of its author; events in Iraq,
Iran and further East run in counterpoint with those involving North Africa and
Spain. From the time of the arrival of the Crusaders in the Levant, their activities
and the Muslim response become the focus of the work. This part covers the
establishment of the Crusader states and the initial weak and divided response of
Muslim regimes in the area.
Turko-Mongol Rulers,Cities and City-life studies dynasties of Turkic, Mongol or
Turko-Mongol origin from a spatial perspective.
Ibn al-Athir, who died in the 13th century, is one of the most important historians of Islam. His
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major chronicle, the Kamil fi'l-Ta'rikh, is one of the greatest achievements of Muslim
historiography for the range and comprehensiveness of the sources it assembled and for its
narrative, covering the whole sweep of Islamic history up to his own lifetime. This volume of
D.S. Richards' translation covers the early years of conquest and the period of the 'great
sultanate'. With its copious annotations, the translation will open a direct window into this
period of history for non-Arabic readers and will be an invaluable aid and resource for students
and scholars.
In Far?marz, the Sist?ni Hero Marjolijn van Zutphen discusses the role played by the legendary
warrior Far?marz in the shorter and the longer Far?marzn?me, compared to his appearances
in several other later epic poems and in Ferdowsi’s Sh?hn?me.
The Akhbar al-dawla al-saljuqiyya is one of the key primary documents on the history of
Western Persia and Iraq in the 11th and 12th centuries. This book provides an accessible
English translation and commentary on the text, making available to a new readership this
significant work on the pre-modern history of the Middle East and the Turkish peoples. The text
is a chronicle of the Seljuq dynasty as it emerged within the Iranian lands in the 11th and 12th
centuries, dominating the Middle Eastern lands, from Turkey and Syria to Iran and eastern
Afghanistan. During this formative period in the central and eastern Islamic lands, they
inaugurated a pattern of Turkish political and military dominance of the Middle East and
beyond, from Egypt to India, in some cases well into the 20th century. Shedding light on many
otherwise obscure aspects of the political history of the region, the book provides a more
detailed context for the political history of the wider area. As such, it will be of great interest to
scholars of Middle Eastern history and is an important addition to the existing literature on the
Seljuq dynasty.
One Of The Earliest Persian Poets In India, Masud Sad Remains An Important And Influential
Poet Across India, Pakistan And Iran. In This First Substantial Critical Study Of The Poets Life
And Works, The Author Weaves A Rich Tapestry That Includes Literary Anecdotes, History
And Poetry.
The Chronicle of Ibn al-Athir (1160-1233AD), entitled al-Kamil fi'l-Ta'rikh, is one of the
outstanding sources for the history of the mediaeval world. It covers the whole sweep of
Islamic history almost up to the death of its author; events in Iraq, Iran and further East run in
counterpoint with those involving North Africa and Spain. From the time of the arrival of the
Crusaders in the Levant, their activities and the Muslim response become the focus of the
work. A focus of this third part is the internal rivalries of Saladin's Ayyubid successors, their
changing relations with the Crusader states, the Damietta Crusade, and the first incursions of
the Mongols.
Shahnama Studies III offers new insights into the reception of the Shahnama or Book of Kings,
composed by the Persian poet Firdausi in the 10th-11th century in eastern Iran.
This is the fourth volume in the Indian history series From Indus to Independence: A Trek
through Indian History. Its title ‘The Onslaught of Islam’ is apt, since the book covers the initial
period in which the newly founded religion of Islam started to move eastwards. Islam, almost
immediately after its inception, had subdued large parts of the western regions of the MiddleEast and stemmed the eastward movement of the Byzantine Empire. In ancient and medieval
times all invaders of the Indian sub-continent came through the Khyber Pass in the Hindu Kush
mountain ranges. The book examines the different invading armies starting with the Persian
army of Darius the Great, the invasions of the Kushans and the White Huns, the repeated
assaults by Mahmud of Ghazni ‘The Hammer of the Idolaters’, and the arrival of Muhammad
of Ghur into the Indian sub-continent. While describing the military successes and failures of
the Islamic armies the book also analyses the philosophical intermingling of cultural and
religious ideas. This volume brings the narrative of Indian history to the establishment of the
Delhi Sultanate.
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The Later GhaznavidsSplendour and Decay: The Dynasty in Afghanistan and Northern India
1040-1186The Later GhaznavidsSplendour and Decay?aznawiy?n-i muta?ak?k?ir?ur?? wa
i?mi?l?l-i sul?la-yi ?aznaw? dar Af??nist?n wa Hind-i šum?l? 1040-1186M, transl. into Dari
[from] The later Ghaznavids : splendour and decay : the dynasty in Afghanistan and northern
India, 1040-1186Al-Hind: The Slavic Kings and the Islamic conquest, 11th-13th centuriesBRILL

A study of Perso-Islamic kingship in India, as a way to understanding the political and
cultural history of Muslim courts in India and their legacy.
This book discusses the origin and growth of Indo-Persian historiography with specific
emphasis on India's contribution to the literary heritage of the Persian world. Besides
examining 'Awfi's Jawami'ul-Hikayat-wa-Livam'ul-Rivayat as a source of history, the
volume also assesses the history of history writing by immigrant and Indian scholars,
and is a pioneering attempt insofar as it attempts to study the social background and
the religious and political ideals of each of the writers included in this book.
"In 2012, the year 1433 of the Muslim calendar, the Islamic population throughout the
world was estimated at approximately a billion and a half, representing about one-fifth
of humanity. In geographical terms, Islam occupies the center of the world, stretching
like a big belt across the globe from east to west."--P. vii.
This book contains articles on historic cities of the Islamic world, ranging from West
Africa to Malaysia, which over the centuries have been centres of culture and learning
and of economic and commercial life, and which have contributed much to the
consolidation of Islam as a faith and as a social and political institution. The articles
have been taken from the second edition of the Encyclopaedia of Islam, completed in
2004, but in many cases expanded and rewritten. All have been updated to include
fresh historical information, with note of contemporary social developments and
population statistics. The book thus delineates the urban background of Islam has it has
evolved up to the present day, highlighting the role of such great cities as Cairo,
Istanbul, Baghdad and Delhi in Islamic history, and also brings them together in a rich
panorama illustrating one of mankind's greatest achievements, the living organism of
the city.
Combining scholarship from a range of disciplines, this collection of essays is a
comprehensive examination of the role of women in Iranian society and culture, from
pre-Islamic times to 1800. The contributors challenge common assumptions about
women in Iran and Islam. Sweeping away modern myths, these essays show that
women have had significant influence in almost every area of Iranian life. Focusing on a
region wider than today's nation-state of Iran, this book explores developments in the
spheres that most affect women: gender constructs, family structure, community roles,
education, economic participation, Islamic practices and institutions, politics, and artistic
representations. The contributors to this volume are prominent international scholars
working in this field, and each draws on decades of research to address the history of
Iranian women within the context of his or her area of expertise. This broad framework
allows for a thorough and nuanced examination of the history of a complex society.
The Chronicle of Ibn al-Athir (1160-1233 AD), entitled "al-Kamil fi'l-Ta'rikh", is one of the
outstanding sources for the history of the mediaeval world. It covers the whole sweep of
Islamic history almost up to the death of its author and, with the sources available to
him, he attempted to embrace the widest geographical spread; events in Iraq, Iran and
further East run in counterpoint with those involving North Africa and Spain. From the
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time of the arrival of the Crusaders in the Levant, their activities and the Muslim
response become the focus of the work. While continuing with the aim of
comprehensive coverage, the years in this part are dominated by the careers of Nur alDin and Saladin, the champions of the Jihad, sometimes called the 'counter-crusade'.
Of special interest is the historian's partiality for the House of the former, and his
perceived hostility to Saladin.
This book is the result of a conference held at the University of California, Irvine,
covering the contacts between Iran and India from antiquity to the modern period.
Part One: The Historical, Social and Economic SettingDuring the eight centuries
covered in this volume, the new faith of Islam arose in Arabia and gradually spread
eastwards and northwards, eventually affecting much of Central Asia, the southern
fringes of Siberia and the eastern regions of China. These were also the centuries in
which nomadic and military empires arose in the heart of Asia, impinging on the history
of adjacent, well-established civilizations and cultures (China, India, Islamic Western
Asia and Christian eastern and central Europe) to an unparalleled extent. Lamaist
Buddhism established itself inthe Mongolian region and in Tibet and Islam among the
Turkish people of Transoxania, southern Siberia and Xinjiang. It was in Eastern Europe,
above all in Russia, that the Turco-Mongol Golden Horde was to have a major,
enduring influence on the course of the region's history.
From 1985 to 2001, the collaborative research initiative known as the Bannu
Archaeological Project conducted archaeological explorations and excavations in the
Bannu region, in what was then the North West Frontier Province (NWFP) of Pakistan,
now Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa. This Project involves scholars from the Pakistan Heritage
Society, the British Museum, the Institute of Archaeology (UCL), Bryn Mawr College
and the University of Cambridge. This is the third in a series of volumes that present the
final reports of the exploration and excavations carried out by the Bannu Archaeological
Project. This volume presents the first synthesis of the archaeology of the historic
periods in the Bannu region, spanning the period when the first large scale empires
expanded to the borders of South Asia up until the arrival of Islam in the subcontinent at
the end of the first and beginning of the second millennium BC. The Bannu region
provides specific insight into early imperialism in South Asia, as throughout this
protracted period, it was able to maintain a distinctive regional identity in the face of
recurring phases of imperial expansion and integration.
Translating a collection of the most important descriptions of the Turks found in
medieval Arabic texts into English, this book aims at delineating the coming of the
Turkic people in the eleventh century, their military successes in Iran and Iraq, and the
emergence of the sultanate. The book introduces the reader to the history of the Islamic
Caliphate and the Turkic people. This introduction is followed by annotated translated
sources which illuminate; the view of the Eurasian steppes in Muslim-Arabic
geographical writing from the pre-Salj?q period, the self-image and ideology of the
victorious Salj?qs and their fundamental claim to legitimacy, and the conventional
narrative of the coming of the Salj?qs in later Arabic historiography. Illustrating the
variety of sources available on the history of Turkic tribes in the Eurasian steppes and
in central Islamic lands, ranging from geographical writing, to chronicles, to
mythological legends, this book will be an essential resource for students and scholars
with an interest in Turks and image, History, and Middle East Studies.
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The iconic minaret of J?m stands in a remote mountain valley in central Afghanistan,
the finest surviving monument of the enigmatic 12th-century Gh?rid dynasty. The rediscovery of the minaret half a century ago prompted renewed interest in the Gh?rids,
and this has intensified since their summer capital at J?m became Afghanistan’s first
World Heritage site in 2002. Two seasons of archaeological fieldwork at J?m, the
detailed analysis of satellite images and the innovative use of Google Earth as a
cultural heritage management tool have resulted in a wealth of new information about
known Gh?rid sites, and the identification of hundreds of previously undocumented
archaeological sites across Afghanistan. Drawing inspiration from the Annales School
and the concept of an ‘archipelagic landscape’, Thomas has used these data to reassess the Gh?rids and generate a more nuanced understanding of this significant
Early Islamic polity. In addition to complementing the événements which form the focus
of the urban-based historical sources, the new archaeological data are used by Thomas
to reconsider the urban characteristics of the Gh?rids’ summer capital. Throughout The
Ebb and Flow of the Gh?rid Empire, Thomas uses this to explore the issues of Gh?rid
identity, ideology and the sustainability of their polity.
Focuses attention on the role of geography and, more specifically, on the interplay of
nomadic, settled and maritime societies. In doing so, it presents a picture of the world of
India and the Indian Ocean on the eve of the Portuguese discovery of the sea route.
The Chronicle of Ibn al-Athir (1160-1233 AD), entitled al-Kamil fi'l-Ta'rikh, is one of the
outstanding sources for the history of the mediaeval world. It covers the whole sweep of
Islamic history almost up to the death of its author. The years in this part are dominated
by the careers of Nur al-Din and Saladin, the champions of the Jihad, sometimes called
the 'counter-crusade'.
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