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In 2005, the Supreme Court ruled that the city of New London, Connecticut, could
condemn fifteen residential properties in order to transfer them to a new private
owner. Although the Fifth Amendment only permits the taking of private property
for “public use,” the Court ruled that the transfer of condemned land to private
parties for “economic development” is permitted by the Constitution—even if the
government cannot prove that the expected development will ever actually
happen. The Court’s decision in Kelo v. City of New London empowered the
grasping hand of the state at the expense of the invisible hand of the market. In
this detailed study of one of the most controversial Supreme Court cases in
modern times, Ilya Somin argues that Kelo was a grave error. Economic
development and “blight” condemnations are unconstitutional under both
originalist and most “living constitution” theories of legal interpretation. They also
victimize the poor and the politically weak for the benefit of powerful interest
groups and often destroy more economic value than they create. Kelo itself
exemplifies these patterns. The residents targeted for condemnation lacked the
influence needed to combat the formidable government and corporate interests
arrayed against them. Moreover, the city’s poorly conceived development plan
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ultimately failed: the condemned land lies empty to this day, occupied only by
feral cats. The Supreme Court’s unpopular ruling triggered an unprecedented
political reaction, with forty-five states passing new laws intended to limit the use
of eminent domain. But many of the new laws impose few or no genuine
constraints on takings. The Kelo backlash led to significant progress, but not
nearly as much as it may have seemed. Despite its outcome, the closely divided
5-4 ruling shattered what many believed to be a consensus that virtually any
condemnation qualifies as a public use under the Fifth Amendment. It also
showed that there is widespread public opposition to eminent domain abuse.
With controversy over takings sure to continue, The Grasping Hand offers the
first book-length analysis of Kelo by a legal scholar, alongside a broader history
of the dispute over public use and eminent domain and an evaluation of options
for reform.
This powerfully argued appraisal of judicial review may change the face of
American law. Written for layman and scholar alike, the book addresses one of
the most important issues facing Americans today: within what guidelines shall
the Supreme Court apply the strictures of the Constitution to the complexities of
modern life? Until now legal experts have proposed two basic approaches to the
Constitution. The first, “interpretivism,” maintains that we should stick as closely
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as possible to what is explicit in the document itself. The second, predominant in
recent academic theorizing, argues that the courts should be guided by what they
see as the fundamental values of American society. John Hart Ely demonstrates
that both of these approaches are inherently incomplete and inadequate.
Democracy and Distrust sets forth a new and persuasive basis for determining
the role of the Supreme Court today. Ely’s proposal is centered on the view that
the Court should devote itself to assuring majority governance while protecting
minority rights. “The Constitution,” he writes, “has proceeded from the sensible
assumption that an effective majority will not unreasonably threaten its own
rights, and has sought to assure that such a majority not systematically treat
others less well than it treats itself. It has done so by structuring decision
processes at all levels in an attempt to ensure, first, that everyone’s interests will
be represented when decisions are made, and second, that the application of
those decisions will not be manipulated so as to reintroduce in practice the sort of
discrimination that is impermissible in theory.” Thus, Ely’s emphasis is on the
procedural side of due process, on the preservation of governmental structure
rather than on the recognition of elusive social values. At the same time, his
approach is free of interpretivism’s rigidity because it is fully responsive to the
changing wishes of a popular majority. Consequently, his book will have a
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profound impact on legal opinion at all levels—from experts in constitutional law,
to lawyers with general practices, to concerned citizens watching the bewildering
changes in American law.
David, a young boy who lives in South Africa, describes the history, food,
schools, and cities of the country.
We live in an increasingly federalized world. This fact has generated interest in
how federal institutions shape politics, policy-making and the quality of life of
those living in federal systems. In this book, Edward L. Gibson brings together a
group of scholars to examine the Latin American experience with federalism and
to advance our theoretical understanding of politics in federal systems. questions
of how and when federal institutions matter for politics, policy-making and
democratic practice. They also offer conceptual approaches for studying federal
systems, their origins and their internal dynamics. The book provides case
studies on the four existing federal systems in Latin America - Argentina, Brazil,
Mexico and Venezuela - and their experiences in dealing with a variety of issues,
including federal system formation, democratization, electoral representation and
economic reform.
Petrarch, the Italian scholar, poet and humanist, was a major figure of the
Renaissance, whose poems addressed to Laura, his idealised beloved, were
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imitated throughout Europe and served as an enduring model for lyrical poetry.
The Delphi Poets Series offers readers the works of literature's finest poets, with
superior formatting. This volume presents Petrarch’s collected poetical works,
with beautiful illustrations and the usual Delphi bonus material. (Version 1) *
Beautifully illustrated with images relating to Petrarch's life and works * Concise
introduction to Petrarch and his poetry * Excellent formatting of the poems *
Features the various translations from George Bell and Sons 1879 edition of
‘The Sonnets, Triumphs, and Other Poems of Petrarch’ * Special Italian first line
and alphabetical contents tables for the poetry * Easily locate the poems you
want to read * Includes a selection of Petrarch's prose, including PETRARCH’S
SECRET * Features a bonus biography - discover Petrarch's literary life *
Scholarly ordering of texts into chronological order and literary genres Please
visit www.delphiclassics.com to see our wide range of poet titles CONTENTS:
The Life and Poetry of Francesco Petrarch BRIEF INTRODUCTION:
FRANCESCO PETRARCH THE SONNETS, TRIUMPHS, AND OTHER POEMS
OF PETRARCH The Poems LIST OF POEMS BY ITALIAN FIRST LINE LIST OF
POEMS BY ITALIAN FIRST LINE (ALPHABETICAL) LIST OF POEMS IN
ALPHABETICAL ORDER The Prose LETTERS TO CLASSICAL AUTHORS
PETRARCH’S SECRET The Biography THE LIFE OF PETRARCH by Thomas
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Campbell Please visit www.delphiclassics.com to browse through our range of
poetry titles or buy the entire Delphi Poets Series as a Super Set
This document's purpose is to spell out the Church's understanding of the nature
of revelation--the process whereby God communicates with human beings. It
touches upon questions about Scripture, tradition, and the teaching authority of
the Church. The major concern of the document is to proclaim a Catholic
understanding of the Bible as the "word of God." Key elements include:
Trinitarian structure, roles of apostles and bishops, and biblical reading in a
historical context.
Guided by the belief that readers must first understand the origins of American
government to fully understand the issues facing the United States today, this marketleading text offers the strongest coverage of both history and current events of any
college textbook devoted to American politics. From hallmark features like “The Living
Constitution” to new features like the illustrated historical timelines,Essentials of
American Government: Continuity and Changeprovides the historical context readers
need to understand our government and the most crucial and controversial issues
affecting the nation in the 21st century. This Essentials edition includes the coverage
found in the comprehensive version of the text but in a condensed format. This
bestselling book has been extensively revised to provide in-depth coverage of the 2008
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presidential and congressional elections, President George W. Bush’s second
administration and the 110thCongress, continued controversies related to the wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan and the war on terrorism, and domestic concerns related to rising
gas and food prices and the subprime mortgage crisis.
From the $700 billion bailout of the banking industry to president Barack Obama’s
$787 billion stimulus package to the highly controversial passage of federal health-care
reform, conservatives and concerned citizens alike have grown increasingly fearful of
big government. Enter Nobel Prize–winning economist and political theorist F. A.
Hayek, whose passionate warning against empowering states with greater economic
control, The Road to Serfdom, became an overnight sensation last summer when it was
endorsed by Glenn Beck. The book has since sold over 150,000 copies. The latest
entry in the University of Chicago Press’s series of newly edited editions of Hayek’s
works, The Constitution of Liberty is, like Serfdom, just as relevant to our present
moment. The book is considered Hayek’s classic statement on the ideals of freedom
and liberty, ideals that he believes have guided—and must continue to guide—the growth
of Western civilization. Here Hayek defends the principles of a free society, casting a
skeptical eye on the growth of the welfare state and examining the challenges to
freedom posed by an ever expanding government—as well as its corrosive effect on the
creation, preservation, and utilization of knowledge. In opposition to those who call for
the state to play a greater role in society, Hayek puts forward a nuanced argument for
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prudence. Guided by this quality, he elegantly demonstrates that a free market system
in a democratic polity—under the rule of law and with strong constitutional protections of
individual rights—represents the best chance for the continuing existence of liberty.
Striking a balance between skepticism and hope, Hayek’s profound insights are
timelier and more welcome than ever before. This definitive edition of The Constitution
of Liberty will give a new generation the opportunity to learn from his enduring wisdom.
Antonin Scalia and American Constitutionalism is an in-depth study of Justice Antonin
Scalia's jurisprudence, his work on the Supreme Court, and his significance in the
history of American constitutionalism. After tracing Scalia's rise to Associate Justice
and his subsequent emergence as a hero of the Republican Party and the political right,
this book reviews and criticizes his general jurisprudential theory, arguing that he failed
to produce either the objective method he claimed or the correct constitutional results
he promised. Focusing on his judicial performance over his thirty years on the Court, it
examines his decisions and opinions on virtually all of the constitutional issues he
addressed from the fundamentals of structure (federalism, separation of powers, and
the Article III judicial power) to specific interpretations of most major constitutional
provisions involving governmental powers and the rights of individuals under the Bill of
Rights and the Fourteenth Amendment. This book argues that Scalia applied his
jurisprudential theories in inconsistent and contradictory ways and often ignored,
distorted, or abandoned the interpretive methods he proclaimed to reach the results he
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sought, results that were aligned with and supported by the post-Reagan Republican
coalition. Scalia was far more consistent in enforcing such ideologically compatible
results than he was in following his proclaimed jurisprudential theories. Finally,
assessing Scalia's historical significance, Antonin Scalia and American
Constitutionalism argues that his jurisprudence and career are particularly illuminating
because they exemplify--contrary to his persistent claims--three paramount
characteristics of American constitutionalism: the inherent inadequacy of originalism
and other formal interpretive methodologies to produce consistent and correct answers
to controverted constitutional questions; the close relationship that exists, particularly so
in Scalia's case, between constitutional theories and interpretations on one hand and
substantive political goals and values on the other; and the unavoidably living nature of
American constitutionalism itself. All in all, Scalia stands as a towering figure of irony
because his judicial career deconstructed the central claims of his own jurisprudence.
The evolution of the battle for true equality in America seen through the men, ideas,
and politics behind the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments passed at the end of the Civil
War. On July 4, 1852, Frederick Douglass stood in front of a crowd in Rochester, New
York, and asked, “What to the slave is the Fourth of July?” The audience had invited
him to speak on the day celebrating freedom, and had expected him to offer a hopeful
message about America; instead, he’d offered back to them their own hypocrisy. How
could the Constitution defend both freedom and slavery? How could it celebrate liberty
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with one hand while withdrawing it with another? Theirs was a country which promoted
and even celebrated inequality. From the very beginning, American history can be seen
as a battle to reconcile the large gap between America’s stated ideals and the reality of
its republic. Its struggle is not one of steady progress toward greater freedom and
equality, but rather for every step forward there is a step taken in a different direction. In
Inventing Equality, Michael Bellesiles traces the evolution of the battle for true
equality—the stories of those fighting forward, to expand the working definition of what it
means to be an American citizen—from the Revolution through the late nineteenth
century. He identifies the systemic flaws in the Constitution, and explores through the
role of the Supreme Court and three Constitutional amendments—the 13th, 14th, and
15th—the ways in which equality and inequality waxed and waned over the decades.
Two-thirds of Shakespeare?s plays have trial scenes, and many deal specifically with
lawyers, courts, judges, and points of law. Daniel Kornstein, a practicing attorney, looks
at the legal issues and aspects of Shakespeare?s plays and finds fascinating parallels
with many legal and social questions of the present day. The Elizabethan age was as
litigious as our own, and Shakespeare was very familiar with the language and
procedures of the courts. Kill All the Lawyers? examines the ways in which
Shakespeare used the law for dramatic effect and incorporated the passion for justice
into his great tragedies and comedies and considers the modern legal relevance of his
work. ø This is a ground-breaking study in the field of literature and the law, ambitious
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and suggestive of the value of both our literary and our legal inheritance.
Legal scholars expect to resolve religious dilemmas according to principles of equality,
neutrality, or separation of church and state. But such abstractions fail to do justice to
the clashing values in today’s pluralistic society. Marc DeGirolami explains why
conflicts implicating religious liberty are so emotionally fraught and deeply contested.
The main theme of volume 6 of Eco-ethica is "Ethics and Justice" which focuses on the idea of
"justice" in a metaphysical, social, and personal sense. Justice is considered as a balance
between opposite ambitions in interdependent persons, and as equity in legislation, but not as
blind justice. Today it is valuable not only on the national, but also on the cosmopolitan level.
Before it became personal justice, the idea of justice was considered metaphysical and social,
both in European and Chinese culture. However, in modern times, it is often reduced to a
moral duty without meta-ethical responsibility. The last section considers the importance of the
philosophy of Paul Ricoeur (1913-2005) for clarifying the idea of justice. (Series: Eco-Ethica,
Vol. 6) [Subject: Philosophy, Ethics]
The U.S. Constitution is a blueprint for a free society as well as a source of enduring conflict
over how that society must be governed. The competing ways of reading our founding
document shape the decisions of the Supreme Court, which acts as the final voice on
constitutional questions. This breezy, concise guide explains the central conflicts that frame
our constitutional controversies, written in clear non-academic language to serve as a resource
for engaged citizens, both inside and outside of an academic setting. After covering the main
points of conflict in constitutional law, Marietta gives readers an overview of the perspectives
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from the leading schools of constititional interpretation--textualism, common law
constitutionalism, originalism, and living constitutionalism. He then walks through the points of
conflict and competing schools of thought in the context of several landmark cases and ends
with advice to readers on how to interpret constitutional issues ourselves.
Classic Books Library presents this brand new edition of “The Federalist Papers”, a collection
of separate essays and articles compiled in 1788 by Alexander Hamilton. Following the United
States Declaration of Independence in 1776, the governing doctrines and policies of the States
lacked cohesion. “The Federalist”, as it was previously known, was constructed by American
statesman Alexander Hamilton, and was intended to catalyse the ratification of the United
States Constitution. Hamilton recruited fellow statesmen James Madison Jr., and John Jay to
write papers for the compendium, and the three are known as some of the Founding Fathers of
the United States. Alexander Hamilton (c. 1755–1804) was an American lawyer, journalist and
highly influential government official. He also served as a Senior Officer in the Army between
1799-1800 and founded the Federalist Party, the system that governed the nation’s finances.
His contributions to the Constitution and leadership made a significant and lasting impact on
the early development of the nation of the United States.
Your Next Government? From the Nation State to Stateless Nations reveals the revolution
quietly transforming governments bottom-up, inside-out, worldwide. It will attract scholars of
international law and trade, special jurisdictions, development policy, urban planning, and
political philosophy, as well as lay readers interested in these topics.
A unique contribution to the debate over the original intentions of the Framers of the U.S.
Constitutions.
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Only nineteen years old, Nameh is already one of the best Guardians in the Academy. No one
at the Academy, not even her best friend, knows about her dark past. Unsatisfied with her
challenges as a Guardian, she finds herself searching for ancient magic, forbidden to her.
Struggling to control the magic she now possesses, time is running short as the dark forces of
the Guild are gaining in power and there are those who say that open war between the Guild
and the Vine is just a matter of time. Knowing that something must be done to protect her
world, Nameh and her newfound friends set out on a journey to find the Vine to gain whatever
knowledge and protection from the Guild they may offer. The further they go, Nameh finds
herself not only in near constant battle, but also questioning her heart - perhaps she will find
more than friendship, but does she dare to confess that, even to herself? Approx. 21000 words

It is clear, relevant, and an essential text for the twenty-first century.--Mark E.
Chopko, Adjunct Professor of Law, Georgetown University and former General
Counsel of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops "First Things"
In his twenty terms as an associate justice of the Supreme Court of the United
States, Clarence Thomas has written nearly 450 opinions. Although they are
readily available to the American people, much of the public continues to base its
view of Thomas merely on the reporting by the media. This analysis of Thomas’s
most important majority, concurring, and dissenting opinions offers laypersons
and legal professionals alike the opportunity to understand in his own words
Thomas’s approach to constitutional decision-making and his understanding of
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the most important provisions of the Constitution. Thomas’s opinions, this work
shows, reveal his consistent adherence to the core principles of federalism,
separation of powers, and restrained judicial review, and to the regard for
individual rights and limited government embodied by the Founders in the
Constitution.
Guided by the belief that students must first understand the origins of American
government to fully understand the issues facing the United States today, this
market-leading text offers the strongest coverage of both history and current
events of any college textbook devoted to American politics. From hallmark
features like “The Living Constitution” to new features like the illustrated
historical timelines, American Government: Continuity and Change provides the
historical context students need to understand our government and the most
crucial and controversial issues affecting the nation in the 21st century. This
bestselling book has been extensively revised to provide in-depth coverage of the
2008 presidential and congressional elections, President George W. Bush's
second administration and the 110th Congress, continued controversies related
to the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and the war on terrorism, and domestic
concerns related to rising gas and food prices and the subprime mortgage crisis.
It is said that the US Constitution is a living document. A study guide that
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highlights cultural and language-born problems in understanding the Constitution,
is a great way to begin a truly significant and in-depth study of this important
document. Twenty-first century understanding of an Eighteenth century manifest
requires expert, guided tutorials from preamble to benediction. Constitutional law
study guides pinpoint relevant and timeless concepts from each Article, shows
how they have been interpreted in the past, and gives significant study points for
their possible affect in the future.
The Americans, Grades 9-12 WorkbookMcdougal Littell the AmericansMcDougal
Littell/Houghton MifflinThe Living ConstitutionOxford University Press
There is a great difficulty in the way of a writer who attempts to sketch a living
Constitution—a Constitution that is in actual work and power. The difficulty is that
the object is in constant change. An historical writer does not feel this difficulty:
he deals only with the past; he can say definitely, the Constitution worked in such
and such a manner in the year at which he begins, and in a manner in such and
such respects different in the year at which he ends; he begins with a definite
point of time and ends with one also. But a contemporary writer who tries to paint
what is before him is puzzled and a perplexed: what he sees is changing daily.
He must paint it as it stood at someone time, or else he will be putting side by
side in his representations things which never were contemporaneous in reality.
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The difficulty is the greater because a writer who deals with a living Government
naturally compares it with the most important other living Governments, and
these are changing too; what he illustrates are altered in one way, and his
sources of illustration are altered probably in a different way. This difficulty has
been constantly in my way in preparing a second edition of this book. It describes
the English Constitution as it stood in the years 1865 and 1866. Roughly
speaking, it describes its working as it was in the time of Lord Palmerston; and
since that time there have been many changes, some of spirit and some of detail.
In so short a period there have rarely been more changes. If I had given a sketch
of the Palmerston time as a sketch of the present time, it would have been in
many points untrue; and if I had tried to change the sketch of seven years since
into a sketch of the present time, I should probably have blurred the picture and
have given something equally unlike both. The best plan in such a case is, I
think, to keep the original sketch in all essentials as it was at first written, and to
describe shortly such changes either in the Constitution itself, or in the
Constitutions compared with it, as seem material. There are in this book various
expressions which allude to persons who were living and to events which were
happening when it first appeared; and I have carefully preserved these. They will
serve to warn the reader what time he is reading about, and to prevent his
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mistaking the date at which the likeness was attempted to be taken. I proceed to
speak of the changes which have taken place either in the Constitution itself or in
the competing institutions which illustrate it. It is too soon as yet to attempt to
estimate the effect of the Reform Act of 1867. The people enfranchised under it
do not yet know their own power; a single election, so far from teaching us how
they will use that power, has not been even enough to explain to them that they
have such power. The Reform Act of 1832 did not for many years disclose its real
consequences; a writer in 1836, whether he approved or disapproved of them,
whether he thought too little of or whether he exaggerated them, would have
been sure to be mistaken in them. A new Constitution does not produce its full
effect as long as all its subjects were reared under an old Constitution, as long as
its statesmen were trained by that old Constitution. It is not really tested till it
comes to be worked by statesmen and among a people neither of whom are
guided by a different experience.
What is the President, Congress, and the Supreme Court really allowed to do? This
unique and handy guide includes the documents that guide our government, annotated
with accessible explanations from one of America's most esteemed constitutional
scholars. Known across the country for his appearance on The Daily Show with Jon
Stewart, Professor Richard Beeman is one of the nation's foremost experts on the
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United States Constitution. In this book, he has produced what every American should
have: a compact, fully annotated copy of the Declaration of Independence, the
Constitution and amendments, all in their entirety. A marvel of accessibility and
erudition, the guide also features a history of the making of the Constitution with
excerpts from The Federalist Papers and a look at crucial Supreme Court cases that
reminds us that the meaning of many of the specific provisions of the Constitution has
changed over time. "Excellent . . . valuable and judicious." -Jill Lepore, The New Yorker
The principle of proportionality is currently one of the most discussed topics in the field
of comparative constitutional law. Many critics claim that courts use the proportionality
test as an instrument of judicial self-empowerment. Proportionality and Judicial Activism
tests this hypothesis empirically; it systematically and comparatively analyses the
fundamental rights jurisprudence of the Canadian Supreme Court, the German Federal
Constitutional Court and the South African Constitutional Court. The book shows that
the proportionality test does give judges a considerable amount of discretion. However,
this analytical openness does not necessarily lead to judicial activism. Instead, judges
are faced with significant institutional constraints, as a result of which all three
examined courts refrain from using proportionality for purposes of judicial activism.
In this book Peter Smagorinsky and Joel Taxel analyze the ways in which the perennial
issue of character education has been articulated in the United States, both historically
and in the current character education movement that began in earnest in the 1990s.
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The goal is to uncover the ideological nature of different conceptions of character
education. The authors show how the current discourses are a continuation of
discourse streams through which character education and the national purpose have
been debated for hundreds of years, most recently in what are known as the Culture
Wars--the intense, often passionate debates about morality, culture, and values carried
out by politicians, religious groups, social policy foundations, and a wide range of
political commentators and citizens, in which the various stakeholders have sought
influence over a wide range of social and economic issues, including education. The
centerpiece is a discourse analysis of proposals funded by the United States
Department of Education's Office of Educational Research and Improvement (OERI).
Discourse profiles from sets of states that exhibit two distinct conceptions of character
are examined and the documents from particular states are placed in dialogue with the
OERI Request for Proposals. One profile reflects the dominant perspective promoted in
the U.S., based on an authoritarian view in which young people are indoctrinated into
the value system of presumably virtuous adults through didactic instruction. The other
reflects the well-established yet currently marginal discourse emphasizing attention to
the whole environment in which character is developed and enacted and in which
reflection on morality, rather than didactic instruction in morality, is the primary
instructional approach. By focusing on these two distinct regions and their conceptions
of character, the authors situate the character education movement at the turn of the
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twenty-first century in the context of historical notions about the nature of character and
regional conceptions regarding the nature of societal organization. This enlightening
volume is relevant to scholars, practitioners, policymakers, and students across the
field of education, particularly those involved in character education, moral
development, discourse analysis, history and cultural foundations of education, and
related fields, and to the wider public interested in character education.
The life force, also known as “spirit,” is the essence of being and the conscious and
most important form of energy. Living energy is personal and within our conscious
control, and by learning about it, we can use it to transform our life into vibrant and
meaningful expressions of who we really are. Consciousness is purely energetic and
therefore difficult to quantify in mechanistic terms. It is the characteristic of living energy
and is the foundation of awareness. Consciousness is the thread running through all
life. Living Energy is an introduction to the process of mystic spirituality. The reader is
encouraged to attain a deep and meaningful connection to the divine with expanded
awareness. The principles given in this book are equally relevant to the novice and the
advanced practitioner. Robert explains how we may reveal our hidden potential by
shifting our perception away from what is customary and comfortable to open the doors
to greater spiritual awareness.
When George Eastman decided to make photography his hobby, "simple" was hardly
the word to describe the pastime. He had to lug 50 pounds of camera equipment
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around with him, including the fragile glass plates that would become pictures. But
resourceful George wasn't one to put up with such inconvenience for long. Click! is the
story of how George Eastman developed a camera simple enough for anyone to
use—the Kodak, predecessor of today's pocket instamatics—and forever revolutionized
photography.
Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia once remarked that the theory of an evolving,
"living" Constitution effectively "rendered the Constitution useless." He wanted a "dead
Constitution," he joked, arguing it must be interpreted as the framers originally
understood it. In The Living Constitution, leading constitutional scholar David Strauss
forcefully argues against the claims of Scalia, Clarence Thomas, Robert Bork, and
other "originalists," explaining in clear, jargon-free English how the Constitution can
sensibly evolve, without falling into the anything-goes flexibility caricatured by
opponents. The living Constitution is not an out-of-touch liberal theory, Strauss further
shows, but a mainstream tradition of American jurisprudence--a common-law approach
to the Constitution, rooted in the written document but also based on precedent. Each
generation has contributed precedents that guide and confine judicial rulings, yet allow
us to meet the demands of today, not force us to follow the commands of the long-dead
Founders. Strauss explores how judicial decisions adapted the Constitution's text (and
contradicted original intent) to produce some of our most profound accomplishments:
the end of racial segregation, the expansion of women's rights, and the freedom of
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speech. By contrast, originalism suffers from fatal flaws: the impossibility of truly
divining original intent, the difficulty of adapting eighteenth-century understandings to
the modern world, and the pointlessness of chaining ourselves to decisions made
centuries ago. David Strauss is one of our leading authorities on Constitutional law--one
with practical knowledge as well, having served as Assistant Solicitor General of the
United States and argued eighteen cases before the United States Supreme Court.
Now he offers a profound new understanding of how the Constitution can remain vital to
life in the twenty-first century.
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