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The state has no greater power over its own citizens than that of killing them. This remarkable and disturbing history of
capital punishment in Germany deals with the politics of the death penalty and the experience and cultural significance of
executions. Richards Evans casts new light on the history of German attitudes to law, deviance, cruelty, suffering and
death, illuminating many aspects of Germany's modern political development. He has made a formidablecontribution not
only to scholarship on German history but also to the social theory of punishment, and to the current debate on the death
penalty.
The contributions in this volume offer a comprehensive analysis of transitional justice from 1945 to the present. They
focus on retribution against the leaders and agents of the autocratic regime preceding the democratic transition, and on
reparation to its victims. Part I contains general theoretical discussions of retribution and reparation. The essays in Part II
survey transitional justice in the wake of World War II, covering Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Hungary,
the Netherlands, and Norway. In Part III, the contributors discuss more recent transitions in Argentina, Chile, Eastern
Europe, the former German Democratic Republic, and South Africa, including a chapter on the reparation of injustice in
some of these transitions. The editor provides a general introduction, brief introductions to each part, and a conclusion
that looks beyond regime transitions to broader issues of rectifying historical injustice.
Through previously unpublished documents, this volume revisits the public furore 40 years ago when the British
Academy chose not to expel from its Fellowship the eminent art historian, Anthony Blunt, who had been exposed as a
former Soviet spy. David Cannadine portrays the main characters in this episode which rocked the academic
establishment.
Against the backdrop of rising populism around the world and democratic backsliding in countries with robust, multiparty
elections, this book asks why ordinary people favor authoritarian leaders. Much of the existing scholarship on illiberal
regimes and authoritarian durability focuses on institutional explanations, but Tsai argues that, to better understand these
issues, we need to examine public opinion and citizens' concerns about retributive justice. Government authorities uphold
retributive justice - and are viewed by citizens as fair and committed to public good - when they affirm society's basic
values by punishing wrongdoers who act against these values. Tsai argues that the production of retributive justice and
moral order is a central function of the state and an important component of state building. Drawing on rich empirical
evidence from in-depth fieldwork, original surveys, and innovative experiments, the book provides a new framework for
understanding authoritarian resilience and democratic fragility.
The increase in the number of countries that have abolished the death penalty since the end of the Second World War
shows a steady trend towards worldwide abolition of capital punishment. This book focuses on the political and legal
issues raised by the death penalty in "countries in transition", understood as countries that have transitioned or are
transitioning from conflict to peace, or from authoritarianism to democracy. In such countries, the politics that surround
retaining or abolishing the death penalty are embedded in complex state-building processes. In this context, Madoka
Futamura and Nadia Bernaz bring together the work of leading researchers of international law, human rights, transitional
justice, and international politics in order to explore the social, political and legal factors that shape decisions on the
death penalty, whether this leads to its abolition, reinstatement or perpetuation. Covering a diverse range of transitional
processes in Asia, Africa, Latin America, Europe, and the Middle East, The Politics of the Death Penalty in Countries in
Transition offers a broad evaluation of countries whose death penalty policies have rarely been studied. The book would
be useful to human rights researchers and international lawyers, in demonstrating how transition and transformation,
‘provide the catalyst for several of interrelated developments of which one is the reduction and elimination of capital
punishment’.
Golash addresses the value of punishment in contemporary society.
Chronicling the British pursuit of the legendary El Dorado, Masters of All They Surveyed tells the fascinating story of
geography, cartography, and scientific exploration in Britain's unique South American colony, Guyana. How did
nineteenth-century Europeans turn areas they called terra incognita into bounded colonial territories? How did a tenderfooted gentleman, predisposed to seasickness (and unable to swim), make his way up churning rivers into thick jungle,
arid savanna, and forbidding mountain ranges, survive for the better part of a decade, and emerge with a map? What did
that map mean? In answering these questions, D. Graham Burnett brings to light the work of several such explorers,
particularly Sir Robert H. Schomburgk, the man who claimed to be the first to reach the site of Ralegh's El Dorado.
Commissioned by the Royal Geographical Society and later by the British Crown, Schomburgk explored and mapped
regions in modern Brazil, Venezuela, and Guyana, always in close contact with Amerindian communities. Drawing
heavily on the maps, reports, and letters that Schomburgk sent back to England, and especially on the luxuriant images
of survey landmarks in his Twelve Views in the Interior of Guiana (reproduced in color in this book), Burnett shows how a
vast network of traverse surveys, illustrations, and travel narratives not only laid out the official boundaries of British
Guiana but also marked out a symbolic landscape that fired the British imperial imagination. Engagingly written and
beautifully illustrated, Masters of All They Surveyed will interest anyone who wants to understand the histories of
colonialism and science.
The presentation of Europe's immediate historical past has quite dramatically changed. Conventional depictions of
occupation and collaboration in World War II, of wartime resistance and post-war renewal, provided the familiar backdrop
against which the chronicle of post-war Europe has mostly been told. Within these often ritualistic presentations, it was
possible to conceal the fact that not only were the majority of people in Hitler's Europe not resistance fighters but millions
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actively co-operated with and many millions more rather easily accommodated to Nazi rule. Moreover, after the war,
those who judged former collaborators were sometimes themselves former collaborators. Many people became innocent
victims of retribution, while others--among them notorious war criminals--escaped punishment. Nonetheless, the process
of retribution was not useless but rather a historically unique effort to purify the continent of the many sins Europeans had
committed. This book sheds light on the collective amnesia that overtook European governments and peoples regarding
their own responsibility for war crimes and crimes against humanity--an amnesia that has only recently begun to dissipate
as a result of often painful searching across the continent. In inspiring essays, a group of internationally renowned
scholars unravels the moral and political choices facing European governments in the war's aftermath: how to punish the
guilty, how to decide who was guilty of what, how to convert often unspeakable and conflicted war experiences and
memories into serviceable, even uplifting accounts of national history. In short, these scholars explore how the drama of
the immediate past was (and was not) successfully "overcome." Through their comparative and transnational emphasis,
they also illuminate the division between eastern and western Europe, locating its origins both in the war and in post-war
domestic and international affairs. Here, as in their discussion of collaborators' trials, the authors lay bare the roots of the
many unresolved and painful memories clouding present-day Europe. Contributors are Brad Abrams, Martin Conway,
Sarah Farmer, Luc Huyse, László Karsai, Mark Mazower, and Peter Romijn, as well as the editors. Taken separately,
their essays are significant contributions to the contemporary history of several European countries. Taken together, they
represent an original and pathbreaking account of a formative moment in the shaping of Europe at the dawn of a new
millennium.
There are nearly two million inmates in America today. Are there better alternatives to incarceration? Criminal Justice:
Retribution vs. Restoration presents new answers and unconventional suggestions addressing America’s overcrowded
prisons and jails, high recidivism rates, and weakened family and community relationships with ex-prisoners. Experts in
the field discuss the benefits and failures of America’s criminal justice system at various times in history and today, then
explore possibilities to improve on that system. This groundbreaking book introduces encouraging, therapeutic
approaches to criminal justice that include treatment, rehabilitation, and the direct involvement the victims, the families,
and the communities. Criminal Justice looks at America’s over-reliance on punishment and retribution as the means of
responding to prevalent social problems and examines the justice system’s tendency to incarcerate—rather than
treat—minority, mentally ill, poor, and drug-dependent offenders. The authors—who are all active in some field of criminal
justice—argue for a restorative model of correction that is more humane to both offenders and victims. This model opens
up dialogue between offenders and their victims, families, and communities by promoting hallmark programs, including
victim offender mediation, conferencing, peacemaking circles, restitution, and community projects and services. Criminal
Justice includes such intriguing topics as: the social costs and moral economy of incarceration drug policy—should drug
users be incarcerated or rehabilitated? the potential of restorative justice—a first-hand account from a prison inmate
restorative justice and faith communities the practice and efficacy of restorative justice the path from fury to
forgiveness—the emotions of the mother of a murdered child strategies for creating safe and just communities women in
prison—their special needs both during incarceration and after re-entry social work and criminal justice—how they work
together grassroots advocacy for criminal justice reform—a look back over the last 30 years by the founders of CURE
(Citizens United for Rehabilitation of Errants) This book’s foundation rests on the Biblical concepts of restoration,
healing, forgiveness, reconciliation, and responsibility. Criminal Justice: Retribution vs Restoration is an eye-opening look
at the negative effects of our current system of blame and punishment and offers hope for better, more humane methods
in the future. This holistic, empowering, and strengths-based perspective offers insight and suggestions that are valuable
for students, social workers, policymakers, and criminal justice professionals.
Discussions of punishment typically assume that punishment is criminal punishment carried out by the State. Punishment
is, however, a richer phenomenon and it occurs in many contexts. This book contains a general account of punishment
which overcomes the difficulties of competing accounts. Recognizing punishment's manifoldness is valuable not merely
in contributing to conceptual clarity, but in that this recognition sheds light on the complicated problem of punishment's
justification. Insofar as they narrowly presuppose that punishment is criminal punishment, most apparent solutions to the
tension between consequentialism and retributivism are rather unenlightening if we attempt to apply them in other
contexts. Moreover, this presupposition has given rise to an unwieldy variety of accounts of retributivism which are less
helpful in contexts other than criminal punishment. Treating punishment comprehensibly helps us to better understand
how it differs from similar phenomena, and to carry on the discussion of its justification fruitfully.
Revenge is a primal force at the heart of conflict and justice—as ancient as humanity itself. It can be found in nearly all
societies and, culturally, we are fascinated by it—as countless novels, dramas, films, and computer games attest. “Getting
even” can restore the balance of relationships and bring order. It can fill the vacuum left by imperfect or unjust justice
systems. It can rescue people trapped in oppressive conditions. But revenge can also get out of control; spirals of
revenge are notoriously destructive and impervious to appeals for peace and forgiveness. In this bold new book, Stephen
Fineman lifts the lid on revenge, exposing its intriguing contours in arenas as diverse as the workplace, intimate
relationships, the search for societal justice, war, and politics. He explores the psychology and experience of revenge
and touches on more recent manifestations, like cyber-stalking and revenge pornography, in order to ask important
questions: How best can we prevent the most damaging effects of revenge? When should retribution be tolerated, or
even celebrated? If we are all potential avengers, what does that say about us? In an age when digital media has created
a new generation of armchair avengers, settling real or imaginary scores and starting-up new ones, Revenge is more
than timely. Thoughtful and critical, Revenge tackles one of society’s oldest and greatest vices.
A global pandemic caused by a lethal virus code-named RETRIBUTION decimates humanity. Amid the resulting ruin, a
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previously indoctrinated public embraces "social democracy" that soon turns into total tyranny. Opposition dedicated to
capitalistic republicanism organizes. Goal? Resurrection of traditional American ideals and values. Plan?
Rebellion!Politics and Science intersect to design a blueprint for resurrection. Put into play, can it succeed?
Covering the period from before the emergence of the first political units through to the formation of the Japanese ritsuryo
state in the 8th century, this book offers a ground-breaking scholarly diachronic analysis of tsumi (offence and retribution)
from a politico-historical perspective. Taking as its starting point the native forms of tsumi in the realms of myth and
prayer, the study traces their development through the periods of the formation of the state and the centralization of the
governing structure, to the introduction of a written-law system of governing. Through detailed and logical analysis this
study illuminates early Japanese political thought, written and unwritten law and the essentially political notion of tsumi.
Andrew Kornbluth offers the first account of the August Trials, Poland's halting judicial reckoning with wartime
collaboration. As evidence of popular participation in the Holocaust mounted, the government, judiciary, and citizenry
turned the trials into a vehicle for salvaging a heroic vision of the past.
What is ‘evil’? What are the ways of overcoming this destructive and morally recalcitrant phenomenon? To what extent
is the use of punitive violence tenable? Evil and the Philosophy of Retribution compares the responses of three modern
Indian commentators on the Bhagavad-Gita — Aurobindo Ghose, Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Mahatma Gandhi. The book
reveals that some of the central themes in the Bhagavad-Gita were transformed by these intellectuals into categories of
modern socio-political thought by reclaiming them from pre-modern debates on ritual and renunciation. Based on
canonical texts, this work presents a fascinating account of how the relationship between ‘good’, ‘evil’ and retribution is
construed against the backdrop of militant nationalism and the development of modern Hinduism. Amid competing
constructions of Indian tradition as well as contemporary concerns, it traces the emerging representations of modern
Hindu self-consciousness under colonialism, and its very understanding of evil surrounding a textual ethos. Replete with
Sanskrit, English, Marathi, and Gujarati sources, this will especially interest scholars of modern Indian history,
philosophy, political science, history of religion, and those interested in the Bhagavad-Gita.
This book is a study in the ethics of war. It is the only work which focuses on the moral dilemmas of resistance and
collaboration in Nazi-occupied Europe, including a detailed examination of Jewish resistance. It presents a
comprehensive guide to the harrowing ethical choices that confronted people in response to the German doctrine of
collective responsibility: reprisal killings and hostage-taking. Also included: discussion of violations of the Laws of War
(especially torture) by the resistance.
In Punishment and the History of Political Philosophy, Arthur Shuster offers an insightful study of punishment in the works
of Plato, Hobbes, Montesquieu, Beccaria, Kant, and Foucault.
Why does the United States, alone among Western democracies, still have the death penalty? It's not a new question,
but David Garland provides fresh answers from a multilayered analysis...The title hints at the most provocative part of
Garland's answer. In American history, the "peculiar institution" is slavery. Anyone who thinks its vestiges were wiped out
by the Emancipation Proclamation or civil rights laws should read this book and think again.
National Cleansing, first published in 2005, examines the prosecution of suspected war criminals in Czechoslovakia after
World War II.
This monograph considers the correlation between the relative success of retributive penal policies in English-speaking
liberal democracies since the 1970s, and the practical evidence of increasingly excessive reliance on the penal State in
those jurisdictions. It sets out three key arguments. First, that increasingly excessive conditions in England and Wales
over the last three decades represent a failure of retributive theory. Second, that the penal minimalist cause cannot do
without retributive proportionality, at least in comparison to the limiting principles espoused by rehabilitation, restorative
justice and penal abolitionism. Third, that another retributivism is therefore necessary if we are to confront penal excess.
The monograph offers a sketch of this new approach, 'late retributivism', as both a theory of punishment and of minimalist
political action, within a democratic society. Centrally, criminal punishment is approached as both a political act and a
policy choice. Consequently, penal theorists must take account of contemporary political contexts in designing and
advocating for their theories. Although this inquiry focuses primarily on England and Wales, its models of retributivism
and of academic contribution to democratic penal policy-making are relevant to other jurisdictions, too.
Exploring the concepts of collaboration, resistance, and postwar retribution and focusing on the Chetnik movement, this
book analyses the politics of memory. Since the overthrow of Slobodan Miloševi? in 2000, memory politics in Serbia has
undergone drastic changes in the way in which the Second World War and its aftermath is understood and interpreted.
The glorification and romanticisation of the Yugoslav Army in the Homeland, more commonly referred to as the Chetnik
movement, has become the central theme of Serbia’s memory politics during this period. The book traces their
construction as a national antifascist movement equal to the communist-led Partisans and as victims of communism,
showing the parallel justification and denial of their wartime activities of collaboration and mass atrocities. The
multifaceted approach of this book combines a diachronic perspective that illuminates the continuities and ruptures of
narratives, actors and practices, with in-depth analysis of contemporary Serbia, rooted in ethnographic fieldwork and
exploring multiple levels of memory work and their interactions. It will appeal to students and academics working on
contemporary history of the region, memory studies, sociology, public history, transitional justice, human rights and
Southeast and East European Studies.
America’s criminal justice system reflects irrational fears stoked by politicians seeking to win election. Pointing to specific
policies that are morally problematic and have failed to end the cycle of recidivism, Rachel Barkow argues that reform
guided by evidence, not politics and emotions, will reduce crime and reverse mass incarceration.
A chilling, high-velocity thriller featuring psychologist Dr. Tony Hill and detective Carol Jordan from the international
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bestselling crime writer. Tony Hill has had a good run. He and detective Carol Jordan have put away scores of dangerous
criminals at a rate that colleagues envy. But there is one serial killer who has shaped and defined their careers, and
whose evil surpasses all others: Jacko Vance, ex-celebrity and sociopath whose brilliance and utter lack of remorse have
never left Tony’s mind in the ten years since his imprisonment. Now Jacko has escaped from prison—even more twisted
and cunning than before, he is focused on wreaking revenge on Tony and Carol for his years spent behind bars. Tony
and Carol don’t know when Jacko will strike, or where. All they know is that Jacko will cause them to feel fear like
they’ve never known. An utterly gripping tour de force, The Retribution is the ideal introduction or re-introduction to the
world of Tony Hill and Carol Jordan. It is an unforgettable read. “I love every word Val McDermid writes. If you haven’t
discovered her genius yet, you are in for a rare treat.” —Harlan Coben
Providing scholars with a comprehensive international resource, a common point of entry into cutting edge contemporary
research and a snapshot of the state and scope of the field, this Handbook takes a broad approach to its subject matter,
disciplinarily, geographically, and systemically.
This volume presents the results of a conference on the history of total war.
Based on extended anthropological fieldwork, this book illustrates the impact of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
in urban African communities in Johannesburg. The study deepens our understanding of post-apartheid South Africa and
the use of human rights discourse.
"Over the last several years a gradual politicization of justice in Georgia has put into question the country's
democratization progress. Most attention has centered on the judicial campaign launched beginning in late 2012 against
a number of former government officials, including former President Mikheil Saakashvili, who has been ordered to pretrial detention in absentia. This policy of selective justice has resulted in domestic as well as international criticism and
raises important questions with regard to the independence of the judicial structures and, overall, the current state of the
rule of law in Georgia.This paper examines the question of the politicization of justice in light of two key issues: first, the
degree to which the prosecution is under the influence of the executive; and second, whether arrests of key individuals
are purely punitive, or seek to weaken political opponents"--Publisher's web site.
The two–volume Encyclopedia of Theoretical Criminology, available in print and online, is the definitive reference
resource for theoretical criminology. This encyclopedia offers a state–of–the–art survey of leading theories, concepts, and
key figures in the field. It combines this breadth of coverage with the authority and international perspective of an
experienced team of contributors, creating a definitive reference resource for students, scholars, and professionals.
Comprehensive: Broad coverage spans the origins and evolution of leading theories, major theorists, concepts,
applications, and degree of empirical support for both criminology and justice Authoritative: Edited by a leading team of
experts in the field and enhanced by contributions from an international group of leading criminology and criminal justice
scholars International: Offers a global perspective from an international team of leading scholars, including coverage of
the strong and rapidly growing body of work on criminology in Europe and other areas Wide–ranging: Includes coverage
of theories of justice, crime, applied criminology, and traditional and alternative criminological theories Multi–format:
Publishing simultaneously as a two–volume print set and via Wiley Online Library; visit www.theoreticalcriminology.com
for further details
Today’s wars leave a crippling legacy of deprivation and suffering, of physical and structural injustice, long after they
submit to peaceful resolution. Survivors of war must find ways to live with the stultifying injustices littering their past and
haunting their present – acts of discrimination and violence committed before, during and even after conflict. Confronting
the vexed challenge of re-marrying peace with justice out of the morass of war’s injustices is the complex but imperative
task facing post-conflict societies and the international community today. Using current examples from conflicts around
the world, ranging from Africa and Asia to Latin America and Eastern Europe, it argues for a holistic and integrated
approach to justice after conflict. It proposes that we must address all three dimensions of injustice embedded in conflict
– symptom, consequence and cause, and that subsequently we must rebuild all three dimensions of justice – legal,
rectificatory and distributive, in the aftermath. This timely book explores the difficulties and dilemmas confronted on the
ground in restoring these, and concludes with pragmatic recommendations for dealing with such challenges of rebuilding
peace with justice after contemporary conflicts. This well-argued book will prove a valuable resource for students and
professionals in the fields of peacebuilding, justice theory, international relations and politics.
Forgiveness and Revenge is a powerful exploration of our attitudes to serious wrongdoings and a careful examination of
the values that underlie our thinking about revenge and forgiveness. From adulterous spouses to terrorist factions, we
are surrounded by wrongdoing, yet we rarely agree which response is appropriate. The problem of how to respond
realistically and sensitively to the wrongs of the past remains a perplexing one. Trudy Govier clarifies our thinking on this
subject by examining the moral and practical impact of revenge and forgiveness, both personal and political. Forgiveness
and Revenge offers much-needed clarity and reason where emotions often prevail. It is essential reading for anyone
interested in the ethics of attitudes to wrongdoing.
"This book is a global history of the Interwar period, which posits a new history for the origins of the Second World War.
Jonathan Haslam argues that it was not only the failures of the treaties that ended the First World War that led to the
Second, as has traditionally been supposed. Rather, fear of international communism hampered the Great Powers and
prevented the necessary diplomatic steps to contain the aggression of Germany and Japan to a much greater extent and
much earlier in history than previous scholarship has recognized. Haslam looks at newly discovered and neglected
archival materials around the world to show how communism as a social and political force shaped the politics in
countries as diverse as Britain, Spain, France, as well as the U.S., China, and European colonies in the 1920s and
1930s. Both Communism and fear of communism were essential components of the period's political and class divides
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within Europe, the Weimar crisis, the Great Depression, and colonial conflicts around the world. These social factors
formed the essential background to the grand political dramas in each country, explaining for example why France
seemed timid, Britain appeased, and the U.S. self-isolated. Haslam expertly brings together domestic and international
politics as well as the European and Asian theaters to shed new light on this pivotal period of history in new ways.
Ultimately, he shows that international communism was much a more significant factor in the diplomatic failures that
permitted Japan's increased aggression and Hitler's rise to power than was previously thought"-This book investigates how the intersection between gendered violence and human rights is depicted and engaged with
in Africana literature and films. The rich and multifarious range of film and literature emanating from Africa and the
diaspora provides a fascinating lens through which we can understand the complex consequences of gendered violence
on the lives of women, children and minorities. Contributors to this volume examine the many ways in which gendered
violence mirrors, expresses, projects and articulates the larger phenomenon of human rights violations in Africa and the
African diaspora and how, in turn, the discourse of human rights informs the ways in which we articulate, interrogate,
conceptualise and interpret gendered violence in literature and film. The book also shines a light on the linguistic
contradictions and ambiguities in the articulation of gendered violence in private spaces and war. This book will be
essential reading for scholars, critics, feminists, teachers and students seeking solid grounding in exploring gendered
violence and human rights in theory and practice.
Europe on Trial explores the history of collaboration, retribution, and resistance during World War II. These three themes
are examined through the experiences of people and countries under German occupation, as well as Soviet, Italian, and
other military rule. Those under foreign rule faced innumerable moral and ethical dilemmas, including the question of
whether to cooperate with their occupiers, try to survive the war without any political involvement, or risk their lives by
becoming resisters. Many chose all three, depending on wartime conditions. Following the brutal war, the author
discusses the purges of real or alleged war criminals and collaborators, through various acts of violence, deportations,
and judicial proceedings at the Nuremberg International Military Tribunal as well as in thousands of local courts. Europe
on Trial helps us to understand the many moral consequences both during and immediately following World War II.
The only detailed account of the progress and results of the 1996 federal election
Interesting, informative, exploratory, the book attempts to interrogate the emotion of revenge. Combining academic
discourses with popular representations, it moves across cultures and countries like India, Germany, USA, Africa and
Brazil.
Retribution is perhaps the most popular contemporary theory about punishment and has enjoyed enduring appeal as the
oldest, even most venerable, penal theory with its strong ancient roots. Retribution is understood in many different ways,
but the standard view of retribution is that punishment is justified where it is deserved and an offender should be
punished in proportion to his desert. In this volume, retributivism is examined from various critical perspectives, including
its diversity, relation with desert, the link between desert and proportionality, retributivist emotions and the idea of mercy.
The theory of retribution has been the subject of a revival of interest in recent years and the essays selected for this
volume are the leading works on retribution from the dominant international figures in the field.
An authoritative history of the Greek Civil War and its profound influence on American foreign policy and the
post–Second World War period In his comprehensive history André Gerolymatos demonstrates how the Greek Civil War
played a pivotal role in the shaping of policy and politics in post–Second World War Europe and America and was a key
starting point of the Cold War. Based in part on recently declassified documents from Greece, the United States, and the
British Intelligence Services, this masterful study sheds new light on the aftershocks that have rocked Greece in the
seven decades following the end of the bitter hostilities.
The attention devoted to the unprecedented levels of imprisonment in the United States obscure an obvious but
understudied aspect of criminal justice: there is no consistent punishment policy across the U.S. It is up to individual
states to administer their criminal justice systems, and the differences among them are vast. For example, while some
states enforce mandatory minimum sentencing, some even implementing harsh and degrading practices, others rely on
community sanctions. What accounts for these differences? The Politics of Imprisonment seeks to document and explain
variation in American penal sanctioning, drawing out the larger lessons for America's overreliance on imprisonment.
Grounding her study in a comparison of how California, Washington, and New York each developed distinctive penal
regimes in the late 1960s and early 1970s--a critical period in the history of crime control policy and a time of unsettling
social change--Vanessa Barker concretely demonstrates that subtle but crucial differences in political institutions,
democratic traditions, and social trust shape the way American states punish offenders. Barker argues that the apparent
link between public participation, punitiveness, and harsh justice is not universal but dependent upon the varying
institutional contexts and patterns of civic engagement within the U.S. and across liberal democracies. A bracing
examination of the relationship between punishment and democracy, The Politics of Imprisonment not only suggests that
increased public participation in the political process can support and sustain less coercive penal regimes, but also warns
that it is precisely a lack of civic engagement that may underpin mass incarceration in the United States.
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