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Introduction : Vietnam is a country, not a war -- "Not only those on the battlefield" :
(extra)ordinary sacrifice -- Rituals and routines of sacrifice : respect those above, yield to those
below -- Troubling love : models for gender (in)equality? -- Waiting as care? sacrifice and tình
c?m in troubled times -- Children and lovers : marriage, morality, and motherhood -Conclusion : mourning in silent sacrifice.
Postmodern ideas have been vastly influential in the social sciences and beyond. However,
their impact on the study of social policy has been minimal. Postmodernity and the
Fragmentation of Welfare analyses the potential for a postmodern or cultural turn in welfare as
it treats postmodernity as an evolving canon -from the seminal works of Baudrillard, Foucault
and Lyotard, through to recent theories of the 'risk society'. Already disorientated by
globalisation, new technologies and the years of new right ascendancy, welfare faces a
significant challenge in the postmodern. It suggests that, rather than universality and state
provision, the new social policy will be consumerised and fragmented -a welfare state of
ambivalence. With contributions from authors coming from a variety of fields offering very
different perspectives on postmodernity and welfare Postmodernity and the Fragmentation of
Welfare also keeps social policy's intellectual inheritance in view. By exploring ways in which
theorisations of postmodernity might improve understanding of welfare issues in the 1990s and
assessing the relevance of theories of diversity and difference to mainstream and critical social
policy traditions, this book will be and essential text for all students of social policy, social
administration, social work and sociology.
This book inspects higher education reform in market-oriented socialist Vietnam, with a focus
on newness narratives and enquiry. Engaging in dialogic conversations with global and
regional forces and exploring convergences in the domains of policy, curriculum, research,
pedagogy, and society, chapter authors analyse ideologies that have entered Vietnam’s
educational landscape. Chapters include discussions of post-Soviet legacies, socialist thought,
privatization, neoliberalism, global rankings, academic freedom, autonomy, and elitism, as well
as the actors, discourses and practices through which they manifest. In so doing, authors’
commentaries juxtapose phenomena in Vietnam with other national contexts such as the
Philippines, Brunei Darussalam, Japan, Australia, and Trinidad and Tobago.
Explores the complex interactions between French medicine and Vietnamese childbirth
traditions, documenting the emergence of a plural system of maternity services that
incorporated both biomedical knowledge and local birthing traditions.
Over the last decade, infectious disease outbreaks have heightened fears of a catastrophic
pandemic passing from animals to humans. From Ebola and bird flu to swine flu and MERS,
zoonotic viruses are killing animals and wreaking havoc on the people living near them. Given
this clear correlation between animals and viral infection, why are animals largely invisible in
social science accounts of pandemics, and why do they remain marginal in critiques of global
public health? In Viral Economies, Natalie Porter draws from long-term research on bird flu in
Vietnam to chart the pathways of scientists, NGO workers, state veterinarians, and poultry
farmers as they define and address pandemic risks. Porter argues that as global health
programs expand their purview to include life and livestock, they weigh the interests of public
health against those of commercial agriculture, rural tradition, and scientific innovation. Porter
challenges human-centered analyses of pandemics and shows how dynamic and often
dangerous human-animal relations take on global significance as poultry and their pathogens
travel through global livestock economies and transnational health networks. Viral Economies
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urges readers to think critically about the ideas, relationships, and practices that produce our
everyday commodities, and that shape how we determine the value of life--both human and
nonhuman.
This is the first scholarly collection to examine the social and cultural aspects on the worldwide
interest in the faded remains of advertising signage (popularly known as ‘ghost signs’).
Contributors to this volume examine the complex relationships between the signs and those
who commissioned them, painted them, viewed them and view them today. Topics covered
include cultural memory, urban change, modernity and belonging, local history and placemaking, the crowd-sourced use of online mobile and social media to document and share
digital artefacts, ‘retro’ design and the resurgence in interest in the handmade. The book is
international and interdisciplinary, combining academic analysis and critical input from
practitioners and researchers in areas such as cultural studies, destination marketing, heritage
advertising, design, social history and commercial archaeology.
What role have communication media played in the formation of modern societies? How
should we understand the social impact of new forms of communication and information
diffusion, from the advent of printing in fifteenth-century Europe to the expansion of global
communication networks today? In this major new work, Thompson addresses these and other
questions by elaborating a distinctive social theory of communication media and their impact.
He argues that the development of communication media has transformed the spatial and
temporal constitution of social life, creating new forms of action and interaction which are no
longer linked to the sharing of a common locale. The consequences of this transformation are
far-reaching and impinge on many aspects of our lives, from the most intimate aspects of
personal experience and self-formation to the changing nature of power and visibility in the
public domain. Combining breadth of vision with sensitivity to detail, this book situates the
study of the media where it belongs: among a set of disciplines concerned with the emergence,
development and structural characteristics of modern societies and their futures.
The Reinvention of DistinctionModernity and the Middle Class in Urban VietnamSpringer
Science & Business Media
This volume explores how climate change impacts interact with poverty and vulnerability to
increase the risk for urban residents in Southeast Asia. It combines knowledge from both
academic literature and action research to explore the creation of climate resilient urban
governance that is both inclusive and equitable. The book contains contributions from
researchers in different cities in Southeast Asia involved with the major research project
Building Urban Climate Change Resilience in Southeast Asian Cities (UCRSEA). The authors
respond to three urgent questions: How does climate change interact with poverty and
vulnerability to create risk for urban residents in Southeast Asia? What does knowledge, from
both academic literature and action research, tell us about creating climate resilient urban
governance that is both inclusive and equitable? How can we strengthen the agency of
individuals, groups and institutions to improve economic, physical and social well-being in
urban areas, particularly in response to climate change? The book hopes to answer to current
challenges posed by climate change. In the volume, the authors discuss how the agency of
individuals, groups and institutions can be strengthened to improve economic, physical and
social well-being in urban areas, particularly in response to climate change.
Marginal Modernity traces the emergence and dissemination of a new aesthetic paradigm from
the periphery to the core of European culture. This "aesthetics of dependency" is distinct from
the aesthetics of autonomy and fragmentation usually relied on and provides a different
structure, philosophical foundation and historical condition for modernist works.
Every year migrants across the globe send more than $500 billion to relatives in their home
countries, and this circulation of money has important personal, cultural, and emotional
implications for the immigrants and their family members alike. Insufficient Funds tells the story
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of how low-wage Vietnamese immigrants in the United States and their poor, non-migrant
family members give, receive, and spend money. Drawing on interviews and fieldwork with
more than one hundred members of transnational families, Hung Cam Thai examines how and
why immigrants, who largely earn low wages as hairdressers, cleaners, and other "invisible"
workers, send home a substantial portion of their earnings, as well as spend lavishly on
relatives during return trips. Extending beyond mere altruism, this spending is motivated by
complex social obligations and the desire to gain self-worth despite their limited economic
opportunities in the United States. At the same time, such remittances raise expectations for
standards of living, producing a cascade effect that monetizes family relationships. Insufficient
Funds powerfully illuminates these and other contradictions associated with money and its new
meanings in an increasingly transnational world.
This collection brings together cutting-edge work by established and emerging scholars
focusing on key societies in the East Asian region: China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Japan, North
and South Korea, Mongolia and Vietnam. This scope enables the collection to reflect on the
nature of the transformations in constructions of sexuality in highly developed, developing and
emerging societies and economies. Both Japan and China have established traditions of
‘sexuality’ studies reflecting longstanding indigenous understandings of sex as well as more
recent developments which interface with Euro-American medical and psychological
understandings. Authors reflect upon the complex colonial and economic interactions and
cultural flows which have affected the East Asian region over the last two centuries. They trace
local flows of ideas instead of defaulting to Euro-American paradigms for sexuality studies.
Through looking at regional and global exchanges of ideas about sexuality, this volume adds
considerably to our understanding of the East Asian region and contributes to wider
discussions of social transformation, modernisation and globalisation. It will be essential
reading in undergraduate and graduate programs in sexuality studies, gender studies,
women’s studies and masculinity studies, as well as in anthropology, sociology, history,
cultural studies, area studies and health sciences.
Since Vietnam introduced economic reforms in the mid-1980s, domestic service has become
an established sector of the labour market, and domestic workers have become indispensable
to urban life in the rapidly changing country. This book analyzes the ways in which the
practices and discourses of domestic service serve to forge and contest emerging class
identities in post-reform Vietnam. Drawing on a rich and diverse range of qualitative data,
including ethnographies, interviews, and narratives, it shows that such practices and
discourses are rooted in cultural notions of gender and rural-urban difference and enduring
socialist structures of feeling, which, in turn, clash with the realities of growing differentiation.
Domestic workers’ experiences reveal negotiations with class boundaries actively set by the
urban middle class, who seek distinction through emerging notions and practices of
domesticity. These boundaries are nevertheless riddled with gender and class anxiety on the
side of the latter, partly because of the very struggles and contestations of the domestic
workers. More broadly, Minh T. N. Nguyen links the often invisible intimate dynamics of class
formation in the domestic sphere with wider political economic processes in a post-socialist
country embarking on marketization while retaining the political control of a party-state. As a
pioneering ethnographic study of domestic service in Vietnam today, this book will be of great
interest to students and scholars of Southeast Asian culture & society, social anthropology,
gender studies, human geography and development studies.
This work explores diverse cultural understandings of food practices in cities through the
senses, drawing on case studies in the Americas, Asia, Australia, and Europe. The volume
includes the senses within the popular field of urban food studies to explore new
understandings of how people live in cities and how we can understand cities through food. It
reveals how the senses can provide unique insight into how the city and its dwellers are being
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reshaped and understood. Recognising cities as diverse and dynamic places, the book
provides a wide range of case studies from food production to preparation and mediatisation
through to consumption. These relationships are interrogated through themes of belonging and
homemaking to discuss how food, memory, and materiality connect and disrupt past, present,
and future imaginaries. As cities become larger, busier, and more crowded, this volume
contributes to actual and potential ways that the senses can generate new understandings of
how people live together in cities. This book will be of great interest to students and scholars of
critical food studies, urban studies, and socio-cultural anthropology.
This book is an ethnographic case study, based on first hand observation, of family businesses
in the northern Vietnamese village of Ninh Hi?p along the Red River Delta, which became a
major hub for textiles in the wake of the country’s shift towards market socialism. The author
explores how the traders experience, negotiate and react to a marketization process that is
markedly shaped by the state’s morally ambivalent governance, and which can be thus
characterised as an admixture of socialist and neoliberal ideologies. How are traders shaping
the political economy of Vietnam? How has the labour force changed as textile-handling has
become an increasingly profitable undertaking? Horat explores the relationships between
traders and local authorities, as well as changing ideas of masculinity and femininity. Focusing
on the redevelopment of the market landscape and the increasing share of private ownership
that have given rise to great uncertainty, this book provides a we ll-timed inquiry into current
debates of economic development in a uniquely shaped market environment.
Markets and traders in Vietnam are on the move, literally and figuratively. The chapters in this
volume offer rich ethnographic exploration of daily interactions among small-scale traders,
suppliers, customers, family members, neighbors, and officials within contemporary Vietnam
and across its borders.

Considering the endurance of socialist spaces in contemporary, political, and
cultural environments, this book investigates key aspects of socialist urbanism.
This pioneering collection brings together an international group of scholars to
explore the Vietnamese middle class. From the leisure pursuits of the colonial
middle class to the impact of the new urban rich on landscape of the countryside,
this interdisciplinary volume explores the ways in which middle classness has
been practiced in a wide range of contexts throughout the 20th century and into
the 21st. In addition to offering insights into how middle classness was and is
constituted and negotiated, this collection illuminates the cultural and social
conditions of two distinctive periods in Vietnamese history. Three historical
chapters consider how middle class status was experienced and displayed under
French colonialism and in 1960s republican. These chapters offer examinations
of middle classness through recreation, consumption, and associational life. Six
contemporary studies examine the modes of experimentation and practice within
middle class urban Vietnam. Still a sensitive topic politically, the contemporary
middle class, nascent but increasingly powerful, is exerting a strong impact on
the shape of contemporary society and culture, as well as on urban and rural
landscapes. This volume offers a series of studies which critically interrogate the
practices of those who engage in or aspire to urban middle-class lifestyles in
Vietnam both in the past and in the present.
Cars, Automobility and Development in Asia explores the nexus between
automobility and development in a pan-Asian comparative perspective. The book
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seeks to integrate the policies, production forms, consumption preferences and
symbolism implicated in emerging Asian automobilities. Using empirically rich
and grounded analyses of both comparative and single-country case studies, the
authors chart new approaches to studying automobility and development in
emerging Asia.
How transnational modernity is taking shape in and in relation to Asia Fashion
and Beauty in the Time of Asia considers the role of bodily aesthetics in the
shaping of Asian modernities and the formation of the so-called “Asian Century.”
S. Heijin Lee, Christina H. Moon, and Thuy Linh Nguyen Tu train our eyes on
sites as far-flung, varied, and intimate as Guangzhou and Los Angeles, Saigon
and Seoul, New York and Toronto. They map the transregional connections, everevolving aspirations and sensibilities, and new worlds and life paths forged
through engagements with fashion and beauty. Contributors consider American
influence on plastic surgery in Korea, Vietnamese debates about “the
fashionable,” and the costs and commitments demanded of those who make and
wear fast fashion, from Chinese garment workers to Nepalese nail technicians in
New York who are mandated to dress "fashionably." In doing so, this
interdisciplinary anthology moves beyond common characterizations of Asians
and the Asian diaspora as simply abject laborers or frenzied consumers,
analyzing who the modern Asian subject is now: what they wear and how they
work, move, eat, and shop.
Vietnam’s shift to a market-based society has brought about profound
realignments in its people’s relations with each other. As the nation continues its
retreat from the legacies of war and socialism, significant social rifts have
emerged that divide citizens by class, region and ethnicity. By drawing on social
connections as a traditional resource, Vietnamese are able to accumulate wealth,
overcome marginalisation and achieve social mobility. However, such
relationship-building strategies are also fraught with peril for they have the
potential to entrench pre-existing social divisions and lead to new forms of
disconnectedness. This book examines the dynamics of connection and
disconnection in the lives of contemporary Vietnamese. It features 11 chapters by
anthropologists who draw upon research in both highland and lowland contexts
to shed light on social capital disparities, migration inequalities and the benefits
and perils of gift exchange. The authors investigate ethnic minority networks, the
politics of poverty, patriotic citizenship, and the ‘heritagisation’ of culture.
Tracing shifts in how Vietnamese people relate to their consociates and others,
the chapters elucidate the social legacies of socialism, nation-building and the
transition to a globalised market-based economy. With compelling case studies
and including many previously unheard perspectives, this book offers original
insights into social ties and divisions among the modern Vietnamese.
Following a decade of U.S. bombing campaigns that obliterated northern
Vietnam, East Germany helped Vietnam rebuild in an act of socialist solidarity. In
Building Socialism Christina Schwenkel examines the utopian visions of an
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expert group of Vietnamese and East German urban planners who sought to
transform the devastated industrial town of Vinh into a model socialist city.
Drawing on archival and ethnographic research in Vietnam and Germany with
architects, engineers, construction workers, and tenants in Vinh’s mass housing
complex, Schwenkel explores the material and affective dimensions of urban
possibility and the quick fall of Vinh’s new built environment into unplanned
obsolescence. She analyzes the tensions between aspirational infrastructure and
postwar uncertainty to show how design models and practices that circulated
between the socialist North and the decolonizing South underwent significant
modification to accommodate alternative cultural logics and ideas about urban
futurity. By documenting the building of Vietnam’s first planned city and its
aftermath of decay and repurposing, Schwenkel argues that underlying the
ambivalent and often unpredictable responses to modernist architectural forms
were anxieties about modernity and the future of socialism itself.
Southeast Asia, an economically dynamic and strategically vital region, seemed
until recently to be transiting to more democratic politics. This progress has
suddenly stalled or even gone into reverse, requiring that analysts seriously
rethink their expectations and theorizing. The Routledge Handbook of Southeast
Asian Democratization provides the first book-length account of the reasons for
democracy’s declining fortunes in the region today. Combining theory and case
studies, it is structured in four major sections: Stunted Trajectories and Unhelpful
Milieus Wavering Social Forces Uncertain Institutions Country cases and
democratic guises This interdisciplinary reference work addresses topics
including the impact of belief systems, historical records, regional and global
contexts, civil society, ethnicity, women, Islam, and social media. The
performance of political institutions is also assessed, and the volume offers a
series of in-depth case studies, evaluating the country records of particular
democratic, hybrid, and authoritarian regimes from a democratization
perspective. Bringing together nearly 30 key international experts in the field, this
cutting-edge Handbook offers a comprehensive and fresh investigation into
democracy in the region This timely survey will be essential reading for scholars
and students of Democratization and Asian Politics, as well as policymakers
concerned with democracy’s setbacks in Southeast Asia and the implications for
the region’s citizens.
Those who advocate ideas about "postmodernity" and "post-industrialism" offer
radical critiques of existing social and political institutions. But they provide very
little in place of those institutions. It is all very well to criticize the limitations of
social democracy, the welfare state, trade unionism, and social classes as agents
of change, but once these have been thrown into crisis what other institutions do
we have to depend on? The Reinvention of Politics, suggests we should think
again about forging a new model of politics for our times. An active, devolved civil
society, Beck argues, can sustain the claim that modernity is inherently
democratic. For many issues now - for example, those involving technology,
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environment protest, the family, or gender relations - belong to the domain of
what the author calls "subpolitics". The postmodern critique of modernity, in
Beck's view, is based on mistaken generalizations about a transitional phase in
the evolution of modern society. What is needed, he argues, is the reinvention of
politics, corresponding to th new demands of a society which remains modern,
but which has progressed beyond the earlier form of industrial society. This book
will be essential reading for second-year undergraduates and above in the fields
of social and political theory, sociology and political science.
“My husband doesn’t have a head for business,” complained Ngoc, the owner
of a children’s clothing stall in Ben Thanh market. “Naturally, it’s because he’s
a man.” When the women who sell in Ho Chi Minh City’s iconic marketplace
speak, their language suggests that activity in the market is shaped by timeless,
essential truths: Vietnamese women are naturally adept at buying and selling,
while men are not; Vietnamese prefer to do business with family members or
through social contacts; stallholders are by nature superstitious; marketplace
trading is by definition a small-scale enterprise. Essential Trade looks through the
façade of these “timeless truths” and finds active participants in a political
economy of appearances: traders’ words and actions conform to stereotypes of
themselves as poor, weak women in order to clinch sales, manage creditors, and
protect themselves from accusations of being greedy, corrupt, or “bourgeois” –
even as they quietly slip into southern Vietnam’s growing middle class. But
Leshkowich argues that we should not dismiss the traders’ self-disparaging
words simply because of their essentialist logic. In Ben Thanh market, performing
certain styles of femininity, kinship relations, social networks, spirituality, and
class allowed traders to portray themselves as particular kinds of people who had
the capacity to act in volatile political and economic circumstances. When so
much seems to be changing, a claim that certain things or people are inherently
or naturally a particular way can be both personally meaningful and strategically
advantageous. Based on ethnographic fieldwork and life history interviewing
conducted over nearly two decades, Essential Trade explores how women cloth
and clothing traders like Ngoc have plied their wares through four decades of
political and economic transformation: civil war, postwar economic restructuring,
socialist cooperativization, and the frenetic competition of market socialism. With
close attention to daily activities and life narratives, this groundbreaking work of
critical feminist economic anthropology combines theoretical insight, vivid
ethnography, and moving personal stories to illuminate how the interaction
between gender and class has shaped people’s lives and created market
socialist political economy. It provides a compelling account of postwar southern
Vietnam as seen through the eyes of the dynamic women who have navigated
forty years of profound change while building their businesses in the stalls of Ben
Thanh market.
Food consumption patterns and practices are rapidly changing in Asia and the
Pacific, and nowhere are these changes more striking than in urban areas. This
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book brings together scholars from anthropology, sociology, environmental
studies, tourism, architecture and development studies to provide a
comprehensive examination of food consumption trends in the cities of Asia and
the Pacific, including household food consumption, eating out and food waste.
The chapters cover different scales of analysis, from household research to
national data, and combine different methodologies and approaches, from
quantifiable data that show how much people consume to qualitative findings that
reveal how and why consumption takes place in urban settings. Detailed case
studies are included from China, India, Japan, Malaysia, Philippines, South
Korea and Vietnam, as well as Hawai'i and Australia. The book makes a timely
contribution to current debates on the challenges and opportunities for socially
just and environmentally sound food consumption in urbanizing Asia and the
Pacific. Chapter 3 of this book is freely available as a downloadable Open
Access PDF under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No
Derivatives 3.0 https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/tandfbis/rtfiles/docs/Open+Access+Chapters/9781138120617_oachapter3.pdf
Why has “car society” proven so durable, even in the face of mounting
environmental and economic crises? In this follow-up to his magisterial Atlantic
Automobilism, Gijs Mom traces the global spread of the automobile in the
postwar era and investigates why adopting more sustainable forms of mobility
has proven so difficult. Drawing on archival research as well as wide-ranging
forays into popular culture, Mom reveals here the roots of the exuberance,
excess, and danger that define modern automotive culture.
In Vietnam, international remittances from the Vietnamese diaspora are
quantitatively significant and contribute important economic inputs. Yet beyond
capital transfer, these diasporic remittance economies offer insight into an
unfolding transformation of Vietnamese society through the extension of
imaginations and ontological possibilities that accompany them. Currencies of
Imagination examines the complex role of remittances as money and as gifts that
flow across, and mediate between, transnational kinship networks dispersed by
exile and migration. Long distance international gift exchanges and channels in a
neoliberal political economy juxtapose the increasing cross-border mobility of
remittance financial flows against the relative confines of state bounded bodies.
In this contradiction Ivan V. Small reveals a creative space for emergent
imaginaries that disrupt local structures and scales of desire, labor and
expectation. Furthermore, the particular characteristics of remittance channels
and mediums in a global economy, including transnational mobility and
exchangeable value, affect and reflect the relations, aspirations, and orientations
of the exchange participants. Small traces a genealogy of how this phenomenon
has shifted through changing remittance forms and transfer infrastructures, from
material and black market to formal bank and money services. Transformations
in the affective and institutional relations among givers, receivers, and remittance
facilitators accompany each of these shifts, illustrating that the socio-cultural work
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of remittances extends far beyond the formal economic realm they are usually
consigned to.
"Luxury and Rubble is the tale of two cities within a city. It is the story of two
master-planned, mixed-use residential and commercial developments that are
changing the face of Ho Chi Minh City. The two developments that Erik Harms
examines are examples of urban development projects known in Vietnam as
'New Urban Zones.' These programs, which were born in the early 1990s, are
steadily reorganizing the urban landscape in cities across the country. For many
Vietnamese, they are a symbol of the country's emergence into global modernity
and post-socialist economic reforms. However, they are also sites of great
contestation, sparking land disputes and controversies over how to compensate
evicted residents. This is a vivid portrayal of urban reorganization along deeply
human terms, which delves into the complex and sometimes contradictory
experiences of individuals grappling with the forces of privatization in a socialist
country"--Provided by publisher.
The legacy and memory of wartime South Vietnam through the eyes of
Vietnamese refugees In 1975, South Vietnam fell to communism, marking a
stunning conclusion to the Vietnam War. Although this former ally of the United
States has vanished from the world map, Long T. Bui maintains that its memory
endures for refugees with a strong attachment to this ghost country. Blending
ethnography with oral history, archival research, and cultural analysis, Returns of
War considers how the historical legacy of a nation that only existed for twenty
years is being kept alive by its dispersed stateless exiles. Returns of War argues
that Vietnamization--as Richard Nixon termed it in 1969--and the end of South
Vietnam signals more than an example of flawed American military strategy, but
a larger allegory of power, providing cover for U.S. imperial losses while denoting
the inability of the (South) Vietnamese and other colonized nations to become
independent, modern liberal subjects. Bui argues that the collapse of South
Vietnam under Vietnamization complicates the already difficult memory of the
Vietnam War, pushing for a critical understanding of South Vietnamese agency
beyond their status as the war’s ultimate “losers.” Examining the lasting impact
of Cold War military policy and culture upon the “Vietnamized” afterlife of war,
this book weaves questions of national identity, sovereignty, and selfdetermination to consider the generative possibilities of theorizing South Vietnam
as an incomplete, ongoing search for political and personal freedom.
Contributions to this collection seek to determine the extent to which states and
boundaries have, in fact, disappeared, or are simply changing their functions as
we move from an era of fixed territories into a post-Westphalian territorial system.
A group of international political geographers and political scientists examine the
changing nature of the state, pointing to significant changes on the one hand, but
equally noting the continued importance of territory and boundaries in
determining the political ordering of the post-modern world.
In the United States, we now take our ability to pay with plastic for granted. In
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other parts of the world, however, the establishment of a "credit-card economy"
has not been easy. In countries without a history of economic stability, how can
banks decide who should be given a credit card? How do markets convince
people to use cards, make their transactions visible to authorities, assume the
potential risk of fraud, and pay to use their own money? Why should merchants
agree to pay extra if customers use cards instead of cash? In Plastic Money,
Akos Rona-Tas and Alya Guseva tell the story of how banks overcame these and
other quandaries as they constructed markets for credit cards in eight
postcommunist countries. We know how markets work once they are built, but
this book develops a unique framework for understanding how markets are
engineered from the ground up—by selecting key players, ensuring cooperation,
and providing conditions for the valuation of a product. Drawing on extensive
interviews and fieldwork, the authors chronicle how banks overcame these
hurdles and generated a desire for their new product in the midst of a transition
from communism to capitalism.
Understanding the artistic bounty of modernist tensions over everyday life
This open access book approaches the anxieties inherent in food consumption and production
in Vietnam. The country’s rapid and recent economic integration into global agro-food systems
and consumer markets spurred a new quality of food safety concerns, health issues and
distrust in food distribution networks that have become increasingly obscured. This edited
volume further puts the eating body centre stage by following how gendered body norms, food
taboos, power structures and social differentiation shape people’s ambivalent relations with
food. It uncovers Vietnam’s trajectories of agricultural modernisation against which consumers
and producers manoeuvre amongst food self-sufficiency, security and abundance. Food
Anxiety in Globalising Vietnam is explicitly about ‘dangerous’ food – regarding its materiality
and meaning. It provides social science perspectives on anxieties related to food and
surrounding discourses that travel between the local and the global, the individual and society
and into the body. Therefore, the book’s lens of food anxiety matters for social theory and for
understanding the embeddedness and discontinuities of food globalizations in Vietnam and
beyond. Due to its rich empirical base, methodological approaches and thematic foci, it will
appeal to scholars, practitioners and students alike.-In this original and provocative book, Timothy Bewes descends into the modern cynical
consciousness with a critical assessment of the preoccupations of contemporary society.
Breaking, popping, locking, waacking, and hip-hop dance are practiced widely in contemporary
Vietnam. Considering the dance practices in the larger context of post-socialist transformation,
urban restructuring, and changing gender relations, Sandra Kurfürst examines youth's
aspirations and desires embodied in dance. Drawing on a rich and diverse range of qualitative
data, including interviews, sensory and digital ethnography, she shows how dancers confront
social and gender norms while following their passion. As a contribution to area and global
studies, the book illuminates the translocal spatialities of hip hop, produced through the
circulation of objects and the movement of people.
On September 2, 1945, Ho Chi Minh read out the Vietnamese Declaration of Independence
over a makeshift wired loudspeaker system to thousands of listeners in Hanoi. Five days later,
Ho's Viet Minh forces set up a clandestine radio station using equipment brought to Southeast
Asia by colonial traders. The revolutionaries garnered support for their coalition on air by
interspersing political narratives with red music (nh.ac /d?o). Voice of Vietnam Radio (VOV)
grew from these communist and colonial foundations to become one of the largest producers
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of music in contemporary Vietnam. In this first comprehensive English-language study on the
history of radio music in mainland Southeast Asia, Lonán Ó Briain examines the broadcast
voices that reconfigured Vietnam's cultural, social, and political landscape over a century. Ó
Briain draws on a year of ethnographic fieldwork at the VOV studios (2016-17), interviews with
radio employees and listeners, historical recordings and broadcasts, and archival research in
Vietnam, France, and the United States. From the Indochinese radio clubs of the 1920s to the
75th anniversary celebrations of the VOV in 2020, Voices of Vietnam: A Century of Radio, Red
Music, and Revolution offers a fresh perspective on this turbulent period by demonstrating how
music production and sound reproduction are integral to the unyielding process of state
formation.
Tidings of a shrinking middle class in one part of the world and its expansion in another absorb
our attention, but seldom do we question the category itself. We Have Never Been Middle
Class proposes that the middle class is an ideology. Tracing this ideology up to the age of
financialisation, it exposes the fallacy in the belief that we can all ascend or descend as a
result of our aspirational and precautionary investments in property and education.
Ethnographic accounts from Germany, Israel, the United States and elsewhere illustrate how
this belief orients us, in our private lives as much as in our politics, toward accumulationenhancing yet self-undermining goals. This meshing of anthropology and critical theory
elucidates capitalism by way of its archetypal actors.
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