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The Russian Debutantes Handbook Paperback
A “delightful” (Vanity Fair) collection from the longest-running, most influential book review in
America, featuring its best, funniest, strangest, and most memorable coverage over the past
125 years. Since its first issue on October 10, 1896, The New York Times Book Review has
brought the world of ideas to the reading public. It is the publication where authors have been
made, and where readers first encountered the classics that have enriched their lives. Now the
editors have curated the Book Review’s dynamic 125-year history, which is essentially the
story of modern American letters. Brimming with remarkable reportage and photography, this
beautiful book collects interesting reviews, never-before-heard anecdotes about famous
writers, and spicy letter exchanges. Here are the first takes on novels we now consider
masterpieces, including a long-forgotten pan of Anne of Green Gables and a rave of Mrs.
Dalloway, along with reviews and essays by Langston Hughes, Eudora Welty, James Baldwin,
Nora Ephron, and more. With scores of stunning vintage photographs, many of them sourced
from the Times’s own archive, readers will discover how literary tastes have shifted through
the years—and how the Book Review’s coverage has shaped so much of what we read today.
A small bomb goes off in a Manhattan office tower. Four days later, with no arrests and a city
still on edge, Aidan Cole, a failed journalist-turned-blogger, opens an anonymous email to find
a photograph of a young American woman. There is a chilling message: "This is Paige
Roderick. She's the one responsible…." His reporter's curiosity suddenly piqued, Aidan begins
an unlikely journey into the dark soul of America - a story stretching from environmental
radicals in the Smoky Mountains to a bomb factory in Vermont, from a wealthy enclave on
Fishers Island to a safe house on the Lower East Side. An ominous play on recent U.S.
history, AMERICAN SUBVERSIVE explores the connection between our collective apathy and
the roots of insurrection. Paige and Aidan are two Americans who, like many of us, are
grasping for a foothold in a culture-and a country-that's crumbling around them. Beautifully
written and relentlessly suspenseful, AMERICAN SUBVERSIVE is a cautionary tale with a
culturally adroit, hyper-realistic, and bitingly humorous voice.
Vladimir - 25-year-old Russian-American immigrant and lowly clerk at the bureaucratic Emma
Lazarus Immigrant Absorption Society - is about to have his first break. However, his capitalist
dreams and desire for a girlfriend will lead him off the straight and narrow into uncharted
territory.
Shalom Auslander was raised with a terrified respect for God. Even as he grew up, defying and
eventually being cast out of his community, he could not find his way to a life in which he
wasn’t locked in a daily struggle with Him. Foreskin’s Lament is a rich and fascinating portrait
of a man grappling with his faith, his family and his community. ‘Bracing and witty . . . Never,
frankly, can there have been a more blasphemous book . . . Foreskin’s Lament somehow
expresses the ideas of Richard Dawkins in the tone of David Sedaris. You can read it for the
humour, you can read it as reportage into a secretive and bizarre world, you can read it as a
personal tale of triumph over adversity, or you can just read it for the misery. It doesn’t really
matter. But do read it’ William Sutcliffe, Independent on Sunday ‘One of the funniest books
I’ve ever read, killingly so’ Hilary Spurling, Observer ‘Exceptional . . . very, very funny’ Time
Out ‘Painfully poignant and hilariously noir’ Jewish Chronicle ‘By turns hilarious and
devastating . . . Few books are laugh-out-loud funny. This one is’ Naomi Alderman, Sunday
Times ‘America’s hottest, funniest, most controversial young Jewish memoirist . . . blackly
hilarious, groundbreaking’ The Times
The Russian Debutante's HandbookBloomsbury Paperbacks
Tells the story of a romance that begins with an absurd meeting between Barry, a food product
manager who hasn't had a date in a year, and Justine, an ambitious lawyer at a hotshot New
York mergers and acquisitions firm
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A New York Times Editors' Choice Named a Best Book of 2018 by Bookforum, Nylon, Esquire,
and Vulture "This artful and autumnal novel, published in high summer, is a gift to those who
wish to receive it." —Dwight Garner, The New York Times "Hilarious, heartbreaking . . . A
Terrible Country may be one of the best books you'll read this year." —Ann Levin, Associated
Press "The funniest work of fiction I've read this year." —Christian Lorentzen, Vulture.com A
literary triumph about Russia, family, love, and loyalty—from a founding editor of n+1 and author
of Raising Raffi When Andrei Kaplan’s older brother Dima insists that Andrei return to Moscow
to care for their ailing grandmother, Andrei must take stock of his life in New York. His girlfriend
has stopped returning his text messages. His dissertation adviser is dubious about his job
prospects. It’s the summer of 2008, and his bank account is running dangerously low. Perhaps
a few months in Moscow are just what he needs. So Andrei sublets his room in Brooklyn,
packs up his hockey stuff, and moves into the apartment that Stalin himself had given his
grandmother, a woman who has outlived her husband and most of her friends. She survived
the dark days of communism and witnessed Russia’s violent capitalist transformation, during
which she lost her beloved dacha. She welcomes Andrei into her home, even if she can’t
always remember who he is. Andrei learns to navigate Putin’s Moscow, still the city of his
birth, but with more expensive coffee. He looks after his elderly—but surprisingly
sharp!—grandmother, finds a place to play hockey, a café to send emails, and eventually some
friends, including a beautiful young activist named Yulia. Over the course of the year, his
grandmother’s health declines and his feelings of dislocation from both Russia and America
deepen. Andrei knows he must reckon with his future and make choices that will determine his
life and fate. When he becomes entangled with a group of leftists, Andrei’s politics and his
allegiances are tested, and he is forced to come to terms with the Russian society he was born
into and the American one he has enjoyed since he was a kid. A wise, sensitive novel about
Russia, exile, family, love, history and fate, A Terrible County asks what you owe the place you
were born, and what it owes you. Writing with grace and humor, Keith Gessen gives us a
brilliant and mature novel that is sure to mark him as one of the most talented novelists of his
generation.
SHORTLISTED FOR THE DYLAN THOMAS PRIZE The stories of Kseniya Melnik’s debut
collection are small-town miracles, each a miniature epic.
The internationally acclaimed author of The Dream Life of Sukhanov now returns to gift us with
Forty Rooms, which outshines even that prizewinning novel. Totally original in conception and
magnificently executed, Forty Rooms is mysterious, withholding, and ultimately emotionally
devastating. Olga Grushin is dealing with issues of women’s identity, of women’s choices,
that no modern novel has explored so deeply. “Forty rooms” is a conceit: it proposes that a
modern woman will inhabit forty rooms in her lifetime. They form her biography, from childhood
to death. For our protagonist, the much-loved child of a late marriage, the first rooms she is
aware of as she nears the age of five are those that make up her family’s Moscow apartment.
We follow this child as she reaches adolescence, leaves home to study in America, and slowly
discovers sexual happiness and love. But her hunger for adventure and her longing to be a
great poet conspire to kill the affair. She seems to have made her choice. But one day she
runs into a college classmate. He is sure of his path through life, and he is protective of her.
(He is also a great cook.) They drift into an affair and marriage. What follows are the decades
of births and deaths, the celebrations, material accumulations, and home comforts—until one
day, her children grown and gone, her husband absent, she finds herself alone except for the
ghosts of her youth, who have come back to haunt and even taunt her. Compelling and
complex, Forty Rooms is also profoundly affecting, its ending shattering but true. We know that
Mrs. Caldwell (for that is the only name by which we know her) has died. Was it a life well
lived? Quite likely. Was it a life complete? Does such a life ever really exist? Life is, after all,
full of trade-offs and choices. Who is to say her path was not well taken? It is this ambiguity
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that is at the heart of this provocative novel.
“Spectacular.”—NPR • “Uproariously funny.”—The Boston Globe • “An artistic triumph.”—San
Francisco Chronicle • “A novel in which comedy and pathos are exquisitely balanced.”—The
Washington Post • “Shteyngart’s best book.”—The Seattle Times The bestselling author of
Super Sad True Love Story returns with a biting, brilliant, emotionally resonant novel very
much of our times. NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY SAN
FRANCISCO CHRONICLE AND MAUREEN CORRIGAN, NPR’S FRESH AIR AND NAMED
ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New York Times Book Review • NPR •
The Washington Post • O: The Oprah Magazine • Mother Jones • Glamour • Library Journal •
Kirkus Reviews • Newsday • Pamela Paul, KQED • Financial Times • The Globe and Mail
Narcissistic, hilariously self-deluded, and divorced from the real world as most of us know it,
hedge-fund manager Barry Cohen oversees $2.4 billion in assets. Deeply stressed by an SEC
investigation and by his three-year-old son’s diagnosis of autism, he flees New York on a
Greyhound bus in search of a simpler, more romantic life with his old college sweetheart.
Meanwhile, his super-smart wife, Seema—a driven first-generation American who craved the
picture-perfect life that comes with wealth—has her own demons to face. How these two flawed
characters navigate the Shteyngartian chaos of their own making is at the heart of this piercing
exploration, a poignant tale of familial longing and an unsentimental ode to America.
LONGLISTED FOR THE CARNEGIE MEDAL FOR EXCELLENCE IN FICTION “The fuel and
oxygen of immigrant literature—movement, exile, nostalgia, cultural disorientation—are what fire
the pistons of this trenchant and panoramic novel. . . . [It is] a novel so pungent, so frisky and
so intent on probing the dissonances and delusions—both individual and collective—that grip this
strange land getting stranger.”—The New York Times Book Review “Shteyngart, perhaps more
than any American writer of his generation, is a natural. He is light, stinging, insolent and
melancholy. . . . The wit and the immigrant’s sense of heartbreak—he was born in Russia—just
seem to pour from him. The idea of riding along behind Shteyngart as he glides across
America in the early age of Trump is a propitious one. He doesn’t disappoint.”—The New York
Times
'Gary Shteyngart hears America perfectly; its fatuity, its poignant lament, its boisterous selfloathing. Its heartbeat. Reading him sometimes makes me want to scream - with recognition
and with pure hilarity' - Richard Ford 'A trip through the American wasteland - from the people
who have too little, to the people who have too much. Incredibly smart, incredibly funny,
incredibly tragic, and therefore incredibly human, this is the perfect novel for these
dysfunctional times' - Nathan Hill 'The funniest book you'll read all year. A rollicking and zingerfilled road trip [that] sneakily deepens into a poignant tale of a man trying to outrace his
problems.I was utterly floored' - Maria Semple 'Stupendous... Reflecting with perfect comedy
and horrible tragedy exactly what America feels like right this minute... I barked with laughter at
the same time as wincing in pain' Elizabeth Gilbert A riotously satirical road trip through
modern America from the brilliant author of Super Sad True Love Story and Absurdistan Barry
Cohen, master of the universe, has just had a very public meltdown involving a dinner party, an
insider trading investigation and a $30,000 bottle of Japanese whisky. So he flees New York
City, leaving behind his beautiful young wife and son, but remembering to bring his six
favourite designer watches. Zig-zagging south through Trump's America on a Greyhound Bus
pilgrimmage he is singularly unprepared for, Barry heads to Texas - to find his old college
girlfriend and, with her, a shot at a second chance... Lake Success marries the trademark
Shteyngart wit with an astonishing emotional resonance, capturing the vivid eccentricity and
contradictions of America right now while speaking to the universal human experience of love,
belonging, and the pursuit of happiness.
“A swift, harrowing classic perfect for these unnerving times.” —Jenny Offill, author of Dept. of
Speculation One moonlit night, fourteen-year-old Reena Virk went to join friends at a party and
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never returned home. In this “tour de force of crime reportage” (Kirkus Reviews), acclaimed
author Rebecca Godfrey takes us into the hidden world of the seven teenage girls—and
boy—accused of a savage murder. As she follows the investigation and trials, Godfrey reveals
the startling truth about the unlikely killers. Laced with lyricism and insight, Under the Bridge is
an unforgettable look at a haunting modern tragedy.
Little Failure is an autobiography of comic genius by the hilarious Gary Shteyngart. Little
Failure - its title the same as the alarming pet-name given to the young Gary Shteyngart by his
father when growing up in pre-Glasnost Russia - is one of the most remarkable immigrant
memoirs ever written. A candid and deeply poignant story of a Soviet family's trials and
tribulations, and of their escape in 1979 to the consumerist promised land of the USA, it is also
an exceptionally funny account of the author's transformation from asthmatic toddler in Red
Square to 40-something Manhattanite with a receding hairline and a memoir to write. 'Kicks
ass - more fantastic, more unbelievable than his novels' Mary Karr, author of The Liars' Club 'A
marvel of a story. His finest book yet' Zadie Smith 'Little Failure is a delight' Aravid Adiga Gary
Shteyngart was born in Leningrad in 1972. In 2007 he was named one of Granta's Best Young
American novelists. His debut The Russian Debutante's Handbook was widely acclaimed (and
won the National Jewish Book Award for Fiction), as were his second, Absurdistan (one of the
10 Best Books of the Year in the New York Times) and Super Sad True Love Story. He writes
regularly for the New Yorker.
A visionary novel from the author of Super Sad True Love Story and Little Failure. The Russian
Debutante's Handbook introduces Vladimir Girshkin, one of the most original and unlikely
heroes of recent times. The twenty-five-year-old unhappy lover to a fat dungeon mistress,
affectionately nicknamed "Little Failure" by his high-achieving mother, Vladimir toils his days
away as a lowly clerk at the bureaucratic Emma Lazarus Immigrant Absorption Society. When
a wealthy but psychotic old Russian war hero appears, Vladimir embarks on an adventure of
unrelenting lunacy that takes us from New York's Lower East Side to the hip frontier wilderness
of Prava--the Eastern European Paris of the nineties. With the help of a murderous but funloving Russian mafioso, Vladimir infiltrates the Prava expat community and launches a scheme
as ridiculous as it is brilliant. Bursting with wit, humor, and rare insight, The Russian
Debutante's Handbook is both a highly imaginative romp and a serious exploration of what it
means to be an immigrant in America.
A spellbinding yarn set a thousand years ago along the ancient Silk Road, by the Pulitzer Prizewinning author of The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier & Clay 'It's been a while since I had
such fun reading a book' Daily Telegraph 'Readers might feel they have reached the book
equivalent of the Promised Land' The Times GENTLEMEN OF THE ROAD is set in the
Kingdom of Arran, in the Caucasus Mountains, between the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea,
A.D. 950. It tells the tale of two wandering adventurers and unlikely soulmates, variously plying
their trades as swords for hire, horse thieves and con artists - until fortune entangles them in
the myriad schemes and battles that follow a bloody coup in the medieval Jewish empire of the
Khazars. Hired as escorts for a fugitive prince, they quickly find themselves half-willing
generals in a mad rebellion, struggling to restore the prince's family to the throne. As their
increasingly outrageous exploits unfold, they encounter a wondrous elephant, wily Rhadanite
tradesmen, whores, thieves, soldiers, an emperor, and discover the truth about their young
royal charge. Beautifully illustrated throughout, this is a novel brimming with raucous humour
and cliff-hanging suspense, combining the spirit of The Arabian Nights with the action of The
Three Musketeers.
As lead singer of Happy Mondays and Black Grape, Shaun Ryder was the Keith Richards and
Mick Jagger of his generation. A true rebel, who formed and led not one but two seminal
bands, he's had number-one albums, headlined Glastonbury, toured the world numerous
times, taken every drug under the sun, been through rehab - and come out the other side as a
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national treasure. Now, for the first time, Shaun lifts the lid on the real inside story of how to be
a rock star. With insights from three decades touring the world, which took him from Salford to
San Francisco, from playing working men's clubs to headlining Glastonbury and playing in front
of the biggest festival crowd the world has ever seen, in Brazil, in the middle of thunderstorm.
From recording your first demo tape to having a number-one album, Shaun gives a fly-on-thewall look at the rock 'n' roll lifestyle - warts and all: how to be a rock star - and also how not to
be a rock star. From numerous Top of the Pops appearances to being banned from live TV,
from being a figurehead of the acid-house scene to hanging out backstage with the Rolling
Stones, Shaun has seen it all. In this book he pulls the curtain back on the debauchery of the
tour bus, ridiculous riders, run-ins with record companies, drug dealers and the mafia, and how
he forged the most remarkable comeback of all time. 'There are enough stories about Happy
Mondays to keep people talking about them forever. Bands live on through the myth really,
myth and legend' (Steve Lamacq)
In her stunning debut novel, Anya Ulinich delivers a funny and unforgettable story of a Russian
mail-order bride trying to find her place in America. After losing her father, her boyfriend, and
her baby, Sasha Goldberg decides that getting herself to the United States is the surest path to
deliverance. But she finds that life in Phoenix with her Red Lobster-loving fiancé isn't much
better than life in Siberia, and so she treks across America on a misadventure-filled search for
her long- lost father. Petropolis is a deeply moving story about the unexpected connections
that create a family and the faraway places that we end up calling home.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER. Jonathan Safran Foer's debut??—??"a funny,
moving...deeply felt novel about the dangers of confronting the past and the redemption that
comes with laughing at it, even when that seems all but impossible." (Time) With only a
yellowing photograph in hand, a young man??—??also named Jonathan Safran Foer??—??sets
out to find the woman who might or might not have saved his grandfather from the Nazis.
Accompanied by an old man haunted by memories of the war, an amorous dog named Sammy
Davis, Junior, Junior, and the unforgettable Alex, a young Ukrainian translator who speaks in a
sublimely butchered English, Jonathan is led on a quixotic journey over a devastated
landscape and into an unexpected past. As their adventure unfolds, Jonathan imagines the
history of his grandfather’s village, conjuring a magical fable of startling symmetries that unite
generations across time. As his search moves back in time, the fantastical history moves
forward, until reality collides with fiction in a heart-stopping scene of extraordinary power.
“Imagine a novel as verbally cunning as A Clockwork Orange, as harrowing as The Painted
Bird, as exuberant and twee as Candide, and you have Everything Is Illuminated . . . Read it,
and you'll feel altered, chastened??—??seared in the fire of something new.” ??—??
Washington Post “A rambunctious tour de force of inventive and intelligent storytelling . . . Foer
can place his reader’s hand on the heart of human experience, the transcendent beauty of
human connections. Read, you can feel the life beating.” ??—?? Philadelphia Inquirer
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NAMED ONE OF NOVEMBER’S BEST BOOKS BY
TIME, THE WASHINGTON POST, AND TOWN & COUNTRY “A perfect novel for these times
and all times, the single textual artifact from the pandemic era I would place in a time capsule
as a representation of all that is good and true and beautiful about literature.”—Molly Young,
The New York Times Eight friends, one country house, and six months in isolation—a novel
about love, friendship, family, and betrayal hailed as a “virtuoso performance” (USA Today)
and “an homage to Chekhov with four romances and a finale that will break your heart” (The
Washington Post) In the rolling hills of upstate New York, a group of friends and friends-offriends gathers in a country house to wait out the pandemic. Over the next six months, new
friendships and romances will take hold, while old betrayals will emerge, forcing each character
to reevaluate whom they love and what matters most. The unlikely cast of characters includes
a Russian-born novelist; his Russian-born psychiatrist wife; their precocious child obsessed
Page 5/11

Read Online The Russian Debutantes Handbook Paperback
with K-pop; a struggling Indian American writer; a wildly successful Korean American app
developer; a global dandy with three passports; a Southern flamethrower of an essayist; and a
movie star, the Actor, whose arrival upsets the equilibrium of this chosen family. Both elegiac
and very, very funny, Our Country Friends is the most ambitious book yet by the author of the
beloved bestseller Super Sad True Love Story.
Meet Misha Vainberg, aka Snack Daddy, a 325-pound disaster of a human being, son of the
1,238th-richest man in Russia and proud holder of a degree in multicultural studies from
Accidental College, USA. Misha is an American impounded in a Russian's body and the only
place he feels at home is New York; he just wants to live in the South Bronx with his Latina
girlfriend, but after his gangster father murders an Oklahoma businessman in Russia, all hopes
of a US visa are lost. Salvation lies in the tiny oil-rich nation of Absurdistan (a fictional former
Soviet republic), where a crooked consular officer will sell Misha a Belgian passport. But after a
civil war breaks out between two competing ethnic groups and a local warlord installs hapless
Misha as minister of multicultural affairs, our hero soon finds himself covered in oil, fighting for
his life, falling in love, and trying to figure out if a normal life is still possible in the twenty-first
century.
“The Torn Skirt is a hot book, a thrilling romance of teen rage and longing -- like S.E. Hinton’s
The Outsiders, except about girls.” — Mary Gaitskill, author of Two Girls, Fat and Thin At Mt.
Douglas (a.k.a. Mt. Drug) High, all the girls have feathered hair, and the sweet scent of Love's
Baby Soft can't hide the musk of raw teenage anger, apathy, and desire. Sara Shaw is a girl
full of fever and longing, a girl looking for something risky, something real. Her only possible
salvation comes in the willowy form of the mysterious Justine, the outlaw girl in the torn skirt.
The search for Justine will lead Sara on a daring odyssey into an underworld of hookers and
johns, junkies and thieves, runaway girls and skater boys, and, ultimately, into a violent
tragedy.
Heralded as “one of his generation’s most original and exhilarating writers” by The New York
Times, Gary Shteyngart has fused his literary chops and biting humor into one-of-a-kind fiction
that provokes, inspires, and entertains—sometimes all at once. Throughout the two bestselling
novels in this eBook bundle, Absurdistan and Super Sad True Love Story, Shteyngart is at the
height of his powers: “wildly funny” (San Francisco Chronicle), “freakishly intelligent” (Elle),
“ridiculously witty and painfully prescient” (Time). Don’t miss Gary Shteyngart’s highly
anticipated memoir, Little Failure, an American immigrant story of a lifelong misfit who finally
finds his place in the world, told with the author’s sharp powers of observation, selfdeprecating humor, surprising revelations, and moving insights into the human heart.
ABSURDISTAN “Exuberant, wise, hilarious . . . a long, funny, heartbreaking lament for home,
whatever that means, and wherever that might be.”—Los Angeles Times Book Review Meet
Misha Vainberg, son of the 1,238th-richest man in Russia and a 325-pound patriot of no
country save New York City. Misha just wants to live in the South Bronx with his hot Latina
girlfriend, but after his gangster father murders an Oklahoma businessman, all hopes of a U.S.
visa are lost. Salvation lies in tiny, oil-rich Absurdistan, where a crooked consular officer will
sell Misha a Belgian passport. Then civil war breaks out, a local warlord installs Misha as
minister of multicultural affairs, and our hero finds himself fighting for his life, falling in love, and
trying to figure out if a normal life is still possible in the twenty-first century. SUPER SAD TRUE
LOVE STORY “Wonderful . . . [combines] the tenderness of the Chekhovian tradition with the
hormonal high jinks of a Judd Apatow movie.”—Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times In the
near future, America is crushed by a financial crisis, and our patient Chinese creditors may just
be ready to foreclose on the whole mess. Then Lenny Abramov, son of a Russian immigrant
janitor and ardent fan of “printed, bound media artifacts” (aka books), meets Eunice Park, an
impossibly cute and impossibly cruel Korean American woman with a major in Images and a
minor in Assertiveness. Could falling in love redeem a planet falling apart? All Lenny has to do
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is convince his fickle new love that there is still value in being a real human being. Praise for
Gary Shteyngart “Compared with most young novelists his age . . . Shteyngart is a giant
mounted on horseback. He ranges more widely, sees more sweepingly and gets where he’s
going with far more aplomb.”—The New York Times Book Review “Obscenely gifted . . . [His]
prose never fails to pop, and nothing escapes his satiric eye.”—Entertainment Weekly “The
Joseph Heller of the information age.”—Salon “His imagination is either warped or prophetic;
you choose. But his writing is brilliant.”—The Seattle Times “Not since mid-seventies Woody
Allen has anyone cracked so wise and so well.”—Esquire “There is no one better at skewering
social systems.”—The Wall Street Journal
"A work from the Johnson Construction Co."
From Paul Beatty, the author of the Man Booker Prize winner The Sellout, comes Tuff, a novel
as fast-paced and hard-edged as the Harlem streets it portrays. Age nineteen and weighing in
at 320 pounds, Winston “Tuffy” Foshay is an East Harlem denizen who breaks jaws and
shoots dogs and dreams of earning millions from his idea for Cap’n Crunch: The Movie,
starring Danny DeVito. His best friend is a disabled Muslim who wants to rob banks, his
guiding light is an ex-hippie Asian woman who worked for Malcolm X, and he married his wife,
Yolanda, over the phone from jail. He’s funny and fierce, frustrated and feared. And when Tuff
decides to run for City Council, this dazzling novel goes from astoundingly funny to acerbically
sublime. By turns profound and irreverent, and populated with a hilarious supporting cast, Paul
Beatty's Tuff is satire at its razor-sharp best. “An extravagant, satirical cri de couer...Beatty’s
blunt, impious, streetwise eloquence has a kind of transfixing power.” —The New York Times
Book Review “Masterfully conceived and highly entertaining...Richly textured and
unforgettable.”—The Boston Globe
“Steinke's sense of this small Texas town, with its explosive and interconnected lives and
deaths, is absolutely masterful.”—Elizabeth Gilbert A big, moving novel of one tight-knit Texas
community and the events that alter its residents’ lives forever. Friendswood, Texas, is a small
Gulf Coast town of church suppers, oil rigs on the horizon, hurricane weather, and high school
football games. When tragedy rears its head with an industrial leak that kills and sickens
residents, it pulls on the common thread that runs through the community, intensifying
everything. From a confused fifteen-year-old girl beset by visions, to a high school football star
tormented by his actions, to a mother galvanized by the death of her teen daughter, to a
morally bankrupt father trying to survive his mistakes, René Steinke explores what happens
when families are trapped in the ambiguity of history’s missteps—when the actions of a few
change the lives and well-being of many. Driving the narrative powerfully forward is the
suspenseful question of the fates of four Friendswood families, and Steinke’s striking insight
and empathy. Inspired in part by the town where she herself grew up, this layered, propulsive,
psychologically complex story is poignant proof that extreme public events, as catastrophic as
they might seem, must almost always pale in comparison to the intimate personal experiences
and motivations of grief, love, lust, ambition, anxiety, and regret.
Understanding Gary Shteyngart, the first comprehensive examination of Shteyngart's novels
and memoir, introduces readers to one of the most critically acclaimed and commercially
successful contemporary American authors. Born in Leningrad in 1972, Shteyngart immigrated
to the United States in 1979, attended Oberlin College and the City University of New York,
and currently teaches in the Writing Program at Columbia University. His novels include Super
Sad True Love Story, winner of the Bollinger Everyman Wodehouse Prize; Absurdistan,
chosen as one of the ten best books of the year by the New York Times Book Review and
Time magazine; and The Russian Debutante's Handbook, winner of the Stephen Crane Award
for First Fiction and the National Jewish Book Award for Fiction. Geoff Hamilton studies three
broad, overlapping elements of Shteyngart's work: his construction of Russian-Jewish identity
in the United States, his appraisal of communism's imaginative legacy for the wider East
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European diaspora and former Soviet republics, and his representation of the deadening
effects of late capitalism. Focusing on Shteyngart's themes of the fracturing and decay of
ethnic identities, the limits and pitfalls of multiculturalism, and the decline of privacy and civility
against the creeping power of technological mediation, Hamilton also tracks the author's playful
manipulation of literary traditions and his incisive revision of seminal mythologies of Russian,
Jewish, and American selfhood. Although Shteyngart has sometimes been pigeon holed as an
immigrant author working a rather marginal ethnic shtick, Hamilton demonstrates that
Shteyngart's work deserves attention for its remarkable centrality, that is, its relevance to core
questions of identity formation and beliefs common to globalized societies.
How could he possibly know that she, a complete stranger, would inexplicably affect his life
and be with him forever, whether she was at his side or not? This epic story traces two lives
across decades and continents. Drawn together in Russia on a romantic Black Sea beach,
Serge and Janna fall headlong in love and rush into marriage. Their divorce, months later,
leads to years of "if only..." Pressured apart by family and fate, they repeatedly cross paths,
never quite reconnecting, never quite letting go. Changes in the world and their careers cause
them to surrender to external influences. Their destinies, shaped by post-Soviet political
intrigue, collapse into a struggle for their very survival, and dreams of a better life. He faces
Soviet corruption and self doubt, his life falling toward disaster. She pushes out through Soviet
bureaucracy, seeking America with $126 in her pocket, not knowing a soul. Their distant
memories of passionate love spawn emails and international calls, reviving an intimate,
romantic connection to remind them—and us—that Love is Never Past Tense...
The brilliantly inventive, wildly funny and humane new novel, set in an economically and
politically collapsed America, by the author of the best-selling Absurdistan.
In a novel about being an outsider in America and what it means to be an American, Vladimir,
a young Russian-American immigrant, pursues his dreams of success, wealth, and a girlfriend,
as his quest takes him deep into uncharted territory. A first novel. 25,000 first printing.
FROM THE MAN BOOKER PRIZE SHORTLISTED AUTHOR OF THE MARS ROOM A NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER FINALIST FOR THE NATIONAL BOOK AWARD IN FICTION
Fidel and Raúl Castro are in the hills, descending only to burn sugarcane plantations and
recruit rebels. Rachel K is in Havana's Cabaret Tokio, entangled with a French agitator trying
to escape his shameful past. Everly and K.C. are growing up in the dying days of a crumbling
US colony, about to discover the cruelty and violence that have created their childhood idyll.
Out of Russia is the first scholarly work to focus on a group of writers who, over the past
decade, have formed a distinct phenomenon: immigrants with cultural and linguistic roots in
Russia who have chosen to write in the language of their adopted countries. The best known
among these are Andreï Makine, who writes in French, Wladimir Kaminer, who writes in
German, and Gary Shteyngart, who writes in English. Wanner also addresses the work of
emerging immigrant writers active in North America, Germany, and Israel. He argues that it is
in part by writing in a language other than their native Russian that these writers have made
something of a commodity of their “Russianness.” That many of them also happen to be
Jewish adds still another layer to the questions of identity raised by their work. In situating
these writers within broader contexts, Wanner explores such topics as migration, cultural
hybrids, and the construction and perception of ethnicity.
The thrilling cold war masterwork by the nobel prize winner, published in full for the first time
Moscow, Christmas Eve, 1949.The Soviet secret police intercept a call made to the American
embassy by a Russian diplomat who promises to deliver secrets about the nascent Soviet
Atomic Bomb program. On that same day, a brilliant mathematician is locked away inside a
Moscow prison that houses the country's brightest minds. He and his fellow prisoners are
charged with using their abilities to sleuth out the caller's identity, and they must choose
whether to aid Joseph Stalin's repressive state—or refuse and accept transfer to the Siberian
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Gulag camps . . . and almost certain death. First written between 1955 and 1958, In the First
Circle is Solzhenitsyn's fiction masterpiece. In order to pass through Soviet censors, many
essential scenes—including nine full chapters—were cut or altered before it was published in a
hastily translated English edition in 1968. Now with the help of the author's most trusted
translator, Harry T. Willetts, here for the first time is the complete, definitive English edition of
Solzhenitsyn's powerful and magnificent classic.

A failing young Russian American journalist's life is unexpectedly transformed when he
forges Holocaust restitution claims for his rogue grandfather and his friends Slava
Gelman wants to be a great writer, but can't get past his job as a lowly researcher at a
New York magazine. Then his beloved grandmother dies, and his grandfather corners
him with a request: to write a few Holocaust retribution claims that aren't quite true.
Slava is reluctant, but when he gets into it, his semi-fictional accounts of a generation's
real suffering turn out to be the best writing he has ever done - and a surprisingly
wonderful way for Slava to reconnect with his family and his own roots. Although he
lives in fear of discovery and continues to stumble from one tragicomic incident to
another, by the time Slava is finally confronted by a German government employee he
is ready to play a role that is - almost - heroic. A beautifully written, emotionally powerful
literary debut about family love, memory and the truth in fiction. Boris Fishmanwas born
in Minsk, Belarus, in 1979 and immigrated to the United States at the age of nine. He is
the editor ofWild East: Stories from the Last Frontier, and his work has appeared in
theNew Yorker,The New York Times Magazine,New Republic,Wall Street
Journal,London Review of Books,New York Times Book Reviewand other publications.
He lives in New York City.A Replacement Lifeis his first novel. ‘A Replacement Lifeis a
memorable debut by a wonderfully gifted young writer... Boris Fishman has written a
beautifully nuanced, tender, and often very funny novel about conscience and familial
loyalty that will linger long in the memory’ - Joyce Carol Oates ’Is there room in
American fiction for another brilliant young émigré writer? There had better be, because
here he is. Boris Fishman's first novel,A Replacement Life, is bold, ambitious and
wickedly smart... The only problem with this novel is that its covers are too close
together. I wanted more’ - Patricia T. O'Conner,New York Times Book Review
’Astonishingly brilliant... we are left satisfyingly provoked by the book's deeper
questions about culture and ethics and survival and human nature itself’ -Chicago
Tribune ’Mordantly funny and moving’ -The New York Times ’So strong in voice,
humor, and compassion that it transcends fiction's limitations to become something
wilder and more contained - like life. What a remarkable debut - true and resonate,
humorous and real’ - Hilton Als ’Shines with a love for language and craft’ - starred
review,Publishers Weekly ’Fishman fearlessly tackles the grandest subjects... a writer
not only to watch but envy’ - Tom Bissell ’A terrific talent... a gifted and accomplished
writer’ - Salvatore Scibona ’Stunning...A Replacement Lifedeserves a wide audience’
- Jim Harrison ’A novel that works beautifully on many levels’ - Arthur Phillips ’A hell
of a book. Told with amazing virtuosity, fun and serious, funny and sad, profound and
eminently readable’ - Darin Strauss ’Suffused with elegant language and sly humor
and composed with the authority of a novelist on intimate terms with both his subject
matter and art form’ - Teddy Wayne, author ofThe Love Song of Jonny Valentine
’There's a touch of Gogol here, a touch of Babel, a touch of Dostoyevsky, but... Boris
Fishman has fashioned something distinctively and triumphantly his own’ - Brian
Morton, author ofStarting Out in the Evening
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The Sunday Times bestseller from international bestseller John Grisham. Is a Perfect
Storm the Perfect Time for a Murder? 'Another gem from John Grisham' Observer
When Hurricane Leo threatens Florida's Camino Island, the Governor is quick to issue
an evacuation order. Most residents flee but a small group of diehards decide to ride it
out. Amongst them is Bruce Cable, proprietor of Bay Books in downtown Santa Rosa.
The hurricane is devastating: homes and condos are levelled, hotels and storefronts
ruined, streets flooded, and a dozen people are killed. One of the victims is Nelson
Kerr, a friend of Bruce's who wrote timely political thrillers. But evidence suggests that
the storm wasn't the cause of Nelson's death - he had received several mysterious
blows to the head. Who would want Nelson dead? The local police are overwhelmed
with the aftermath of the storm and in no condition to handle the case. Bruce begins to
wonder if the shady characters in Nelson's novels were more fact than fiction. And
somewhere on Nelson's computer is the manuscript of his new novel - could the key to
the case be right there, in black and white? Bruce starts to look into it and what he finds
between the lines is more shocking than any of Nelson's plot twists - and far more
dangerous. Gripping, compelling and pacy, this exceptional thriller from international
bestseller John Grisham is the perfect escapist read this summer. Praise for Camino
Winds: 'In American icon John Grisham's new novel, Camino Winds, an odd
assortment of mystery and crime authors, some of them felons themselves, discover
one of their colleagues has been murdered during the fury of a massive hurricane-the
perfect crime scene' Delia Owens, author of Where the Crawdads Sing 'The Camino
Island series, featuring trouble-prone bookseller Bruce Cable, is a perfect escapist mix
of detective action, insider riffs on the literary world - and even a little romance' Mail on
Sunday 'Camino Winds has all the usual Grisham hallmarks - a pacy plot and tensionfilled scenes' Independent 'Another compelling read from Grisham, and will satisfy old
fans and please new readers alike' Press Association 'The novel has enough plot twists
to keep you engaged' The Herald 350+ million copies, 45 languages, 9 blockbuster
films: NO ONE WRITES DRAMA LIKE JOHN GRISHAM
Now available for the first time in e-book format, a powerful literary classic from one of
contemporary fiction's most acclaimed and important writers, Russell Banks's
Continental Drift is a masterful novel of hope lost and gained, and a gripping, indelible
story of fragile lives uprooted and transformed by injustice, disappointment, and the
seductions and realities of the American dream.
This irreverent survey celebrates the more populist and enduring work in graphic and
industrial design that was a product of the Soviet era - a period that remain politically
sensitive and under-explored, yet whose influence on the objects and aesthetics of
Russian life and thought has been profound. Made in Russia presents fifty such
masterpieces, from pioneers of Soviet technology such as the Sputnik, the Buran
snowmobile, and the LOMO camera to icons of quotidian culture such as the fishnet
shopping bag, the beveled glass, a Cold War-inspired arcade game, and Misha the
Olympic bear. Edited by the journalist and author Michael Idov - a Soviet product
himself - and including essays from Boris Kachka, Vitaly Komar, Gary Shteyngart, and
Lara Vapnyar, the collection explores the provenance of these objects in the forgotten
Soviet culture and the unique climate for design from which they could only have
emerged.
As Diane Kurasik nears the rapids of her fortieth birthday, it seems her world is taking
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on the bittersweet tones of a life-change comedy from the 1970s, something starring
Glenda Jackson or Jill Clayburgh. The director of a Greenwich Village revival house
cinema and a single woman who has watched everyone else move on, Diane is
reminded daily of her status and her limitations. Clearly there is some lesson she was
supped to lave learned by now, but what it is continues to elude her. Vladimir Hurtado
Padrón has troubles of his own. Although he fled Cuba a decade earlier, he still can’t
convince his estranged wife in Havana to grant him a divorce. When Diane meets and
falls for Vladimir, he is up front about the stalemate in his personal life, letting her make
her own decisions. Diane considers the minor role he has to offer and wonders: Would
Ingrid Bergman put up with this? An eviction notice jolts Diane out of her home and her
routine–aren’t all New York stories ultimately about real estate? Diane shuttles
between the couches of friends and family, dodging advice and criticism in equal
measure and touring countless fatally flawed Manhattan apartments. Meanwhile,
Vladimir refuses to succumb to nostalgia as he deals with the exile’s dilemma: What
happens when you can’t go home? Then an unexpected visitor from Vladimir’s past
arrives on the scene and becomes captivated by Diane just as her ardor for Vladimir is
cooling. Diane considers returning his affections, and wonders if she’s lost her mind.
An unabashed valentine to cinema, Don’t Make a Scene is a sparkling, witty novel that
asks, Do movies satisfy the yearning, or merely fan the flames? Valerie Block uses tart
humor and a deceptively light touch in this fiercely intelligent look at how the movies
shape and haunt us, and what happens when the eternal allure of classic movies
collides with the daily indignities of contemporary life. Don’t Make a Scene is a
refreshing comedy about finding fascination, irritation, and joy in unexpected places.
Elena Gorokhova’s A Mountain of Crumbs is the moving story of a Soviet girl who
discovers the truths adults are hiding from her and the lies her homeland lives by.
Elena’s country is no longer the majestic Russia of literature or the tsars, but a nation
struggling to retain its power and its pride. Born with a desire to explore the world
beyond her borders, Elena finds her passion in the complexity of the English
language—but in the Soviet Union of the 1960s such a passion verges on the
subversive. Elena is controlled by the state the same way she is controlled by her
mother, a mirror image of her motherland: overbearing, protective, difficult to leave. In
the battle between a strong-willed daughter and her authoritarian mother, the daughter,
in the end, must break free and leave in order to survive. Through Elena’s captivating
voice, we learn not only the stories of Russian family life in the second half of the
twentieth century, but also the story of one rebellious citizen whose curiosity and
determination finally transport her to a new world. It is an elegy to the lost country of
childhood, where those who leave can never return.
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