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This volume is a study of the interdisciplinary nature of
prison escape tales and their impact on European
cultural identity in the eighteenth-century. Contemporary
readers identified with the heroism such works promoted,
because escape heroes most often define themselves
via their confrontation with the arbitrary power of the
sovereign, prefiguring the boldnessof the French
Revolution.
This 1986 study of Manon Lescaut draws on various
debates in the fields of psychoanalysis, feminism and
literary criticism. It has two principal aims: to analyse this
story of a young man's passion for a femme fatale as it is
presented by the narrator; and to suggest ways in which
feminist criticism can help explain how the text operates.
The volume is in three parts. In Part I, Dr Segal offers a
close reading of Manon Lescaut in which the narrator's
relationship with language is the key issue. Part II
considers four central themes which are present in the
text's language and structure: money, the image of the
woman, the concept of the double, and fatality. In the
final part the author presents a feminist critique of Freud
and Lacan, and develops thereby a fascinating version of
the Oedipus Complex which is brought to bear on Manon
Lescaut.
Exploring the unintentional production of seemingly
feminist outcomes In India, elite law firms offer a
surprising oasis for women within a hostile,
predominantly male industry. Less than 10 percent of the
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country’s lawyers are female, but women in the most
prestigious firms are significantly represented both at
entry and partnership. Elite workspaces are notorious for
being unfriendly to new actors, so what allows for
aberration in certain workspaces? Drawing from
observations and interviews with more than 130 elite
professionals, Accidental Feminism examines how a
range of underlying mechanisms—gendered socialization
and essentialism, family structures and dynamics, and
firm and regulatory histories—afford certain professionals
egalitarian outcomes that are not available to their local
and global peers. Juxtaposing findings on the legal
profession with those on elite consulting firms, Swethaa
Ballakrishnen reveals that parity arises not from a
commitment to create feminist organizations, but from
structural factors that incidentally come together to do
gender differently. Simultaneously, their research offers
notes of caution: while conditional convergence may
create equality in ways that more targeted endeavors fail
to achieve, “accidental” developments are hard to
replicate, and are, in this case, buttressed by embedded
inequalities. Ballakrishnen examines whether gender
parity produced without institutional sanction should still
be considered feminist. In offering new ways to think
about equality movements and outcomes, Accidental
Feminism forces readers to critically consider the work of
intention in progress narratives.
In this fresh exploration of eighteenth-century French
writing, John Leigh celebrates the ideas and hopes that
animated its central figures and examines the extent to
which authors--and their readers--shouldered heretoforePage 2/19
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unknown responsibilities and confronted new doubts.
The book identifies the key works of political protest,
philosophical exploration, and religious enquiry, and at
the same time encompasses such diverse forms as the
novel, short story, poetry, and drama. Conveying a vivid
sense of the energy and genius of the Enlightenment as
embodied in its famous and controversial
writers--Voltaire, Montesquieu, Diderot, and
Rousseau--the author also considers the achievements
of influential but unsung authors such as Mabillon,
Olympe de Gouges, Chénier, and de Sade.
What is the role of the unconscious in our visceral
approaches to cinema? Embodied Encounters offers a
unique collection of essays written by leading thinkers
and writers in film studies, with a guiding principle that
embodied and material existence can, and perhaps
ought to, also allow for the unconscious. The contributors
embrace work which has brought ‘the body’ back into
film theory and question why psychoanalysis has been
excluded from more recent interrogations. The chapters
included here engage with Jung and Freud, Lacan and
Bion, and Klein and Winnicott in their interrogations of
contemporary cinema and the moving image. In three
parts the book presents examinations of both classic and
contemporary films including Black Swan, Zero Dark
Thirty and The Dybbuk: Part 1 – The Desire, the Body
and the Unconscious Part 2 – Psychoanalytical Theories
and the Cinema Part 3 – Reflections and Destructions,
Mirrors and Transgressions Embodied Encounters is an
eclectic volume which presents in one book the voices of
those who work with different psychoanalytical
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paradigms. It will be essential reading for psychoanalysts
and psychotherapists, scholars and students of film and
culture studies and film makers.
Encounters with the Other brings together a range of
eighteenth-century texts in which the exploration of
lingua incognita figures as a prominent topos . Drawing
mostly on a corpus of French texts, but also including a
number of works in English, Martin Calder attempts to
realign well-known texts with more canonically
marginalized works. The originality of the perspectives
offered by this book lies in the comparative reading of
works not previously conjoined. Encounters with
otherness are marked by a transgression of the limits of
language, occurring when language becomes alien or
unfamiliar. Alterity may take various forms: a foreign
language, a familiar language marked by the traits of
foreignness, something unrecognizable as language, or
even one's own language breaking down, as in
madness. Unfamiliar language may be produced by a
foreigner, by a child who cannot yet speak, in extreme
cases by something unrecognizably human, in all cases
by an agency somehow marked by difference. Narratives
of encounters with otherness have written into them
narratives of the discovery of the self. Implicitly informed
by the reading techniques associated with literary theory,
Encounters with the Other offers an insightful
commentary on issues surrounding colonialism, cultural
difference, gender and the importance of language to
identity. Martin Calder's work challenges certain
Eurocentric notions and exposes the problematic links
between Enlightenment rationality and colonial
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expansion. This book is of interest both to undergraduate
students and to academic researchers, and to a more
general readership concerned with understanding the
relationship between Europe, the 'West' and a wider
world.
This is a full-length study exploring Simone de
Beauvoir's autobiographical and biographical writings in
the context of ideas on selfhood formulated in Le
deuxième sexe and her other philosophical essays of the
1940s. Drawing on more recent work in autobiographical
studies and working within a broadly Foucauldian
framework, Ursula Tidd offers a detailed analysis of
Beauvoir's auto/biographical strategy as a woman writer
seeking to write herself into the male-constructed
autobiographical canon. Tidd first analyses Beauvoir's
notions of selfhood in her philosophical essays, and then
discusses her four autobiographical and two biographical
volumes, along with some of her unpublished diaries, in
an attempt to explore notions of selectivity, and the
politics of truth-production and reception. The study
concludes that Beauvoir's vast auto/biographical project,
situated in specific personal and historical contexts, can
be read as shaped by a testimonial obligation rooted in a
productive consciousness of the Other.
Renaissance Women Writers is the first book entirely
dedicated to the study of French women writers of the
early modern period. The twelve essays, reflecting
current trends in Renaissance scholarship in the United
States, analyze the formation of women's literary identity
by exploring the works of eight of the most frequently
read women writers of this period. The genres
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considered include sonnets (Louise Labe, Catherine des
Roches); elegies (Louise Labe, Pernette du Guillet);
memoirs (Marguerite de Valois); novellas (Marguerite de
Navarre); translations, plays, and dialogues (Catherine
des Roches, Marguerite de Navarre); dedicatory epistles
(Louise Labe, Helisenne de Crenne, Jeanne Flore, Marie
de Gournay); and novels (Marie de Gournay). Although
the essays differ considerably in approach - spanning
historical, textual and intertextual, political, and
psychoanalytic, or drawing on structuralist and poststructuralist theories of narrative and reader reception each views the text from a feminist perspective. The
essays are grouped into three sections that reflect major
characteristics of the works of French Renaissance
women. Part One examines three revisionary practices
in relation to dominant codes: women writers define a
female reading community to empower the female
speaker; demystify the illusion of mastery inscribed in
male myths and encode these myths with the topos of
female creative bonding; and privilege the "private" over
the "public" in a genre such as the memoirs that was
hitherto limited to narrating public events. Part Two
focuses on the female body, an object mastered and
seduced in male ideology. The essays discuss how
women writers de-emphasize and ultimately transcend
the female body. Finally, the essays in Part Three deal
for the most part with the "politics of reception" by
examining how women writers maneuver within the
social restrictions of their time to negotiate their entry into
the public world of print. A collective awareness of the
determining role of gender marks the essays in this
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volume, providing fresh insights into the works of
Renaissance women writers.
Much literary criticism focuses on literary producers and
their products, but an important part of such work
considers the end-user, the reader. It asks such
questions as: how far can the author condition the
response of the reader, and how much does the reader
create the meaning of a text? Dr Bennett's collection
includes important essays from such writers and critics
as Wolfgang Iser, Mary Jacobus, Roger Chartier, Michel
de Certeau, Shoshana Felman, Maurice Blanchot, Paul
de Man and Yves Bonnefoy. It looks in turn at
deconstructionist, feminist, new historicist and
psychoanalytical response to the school. The book then
considers the act of reading itself, discussing such
issues as the uniqueness of any reading and the
difficulties involved in its analysis.
Proust's involvement with fin-de-siècle 'hysteria', and its
impact on the writing of his great novel.
Nathalie Sarraute (1900–99) is regarded as one of the major
French novelists of the twentieth century. Initially hailed as a
leading theorist and exemplar of the nouveau roman, she has
come to be regarded as an important author in her own right
with her own distinctive concerns. In this major 2000 study of
Sarraute, the first in English since her death, Ann Jefferson
offers a fresh perspective on Sarraute's entire oeuvre - her
novels, her outstanding autobiography Enfance and her
influential critical writings - by focusing on the crucial issue of
difference which emerges as one of her central
preoccupations. Drawing on a variety of critical approaches,
Jefferson explores Sarraute's fundamental ambivalence to
differences of various kinds including questions of gender and
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genre. She argues that difference is simultaneously asserted
and denied in Sarraute's work, and that the notion of
difference, so often celebrated by other writers and thinkers,
is shown in Sarraute's work to the inseparable from ambiguity
and anxiety.
Focuses on the operatic soprano as the diva and her
relationships with technology from the 1820s to the digital
age.
Between Men and Feminism had its origins in a lively
colloquium at St John’s College, Cambridge in 1990. It
discusses how two decades of feminism have affected the
ways men define their own masculinities, and how they have
responded in their own social, sexual and political lives to the
challenges posed by the evolving feminist critiques of
patriarchy and maleness itself. The collection contains a great
diversity of approaches from Britain and North America. It
includes viewpoints from academics, a poet, an educational
researcher and the members of an active men’s group. Gay
issues feature prominently, as do psychoanalytical views, and
a number of the pieces provide a refreshingly personal and
practical outlook. Between Men and Feminism shows men
finding their own way within the spaces feminism has opened
to them, rediscovering their own gendered voices and
participating in the transformation of controllong ideologies in
their daily lives. These very readable accounts will appeal not
only to students in the social sciences and gender studies,
but to all men who find themselves responding to the feminist
challenge.
Professor Greenberg's lucid study examines the themes of
authority, power and sexuality in Corneille's major plays,
drawing on the work of Foucault, and Freudian and feminist
critics. He begins by considering the question of myth and of
a 'pre-historical' cultural memory in Médée, and proceeds to a
detailed analysis of each of the four best-known tragedies: Le
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Cid, Horace, Cinna, and Polyeucte. A concluding chapter
discusses two middle-period plays and Suréna, Corneille's
last tragedy. Professor Greenberg argues that the formal
symmetries of classical tragedy reflect a desire for control in
the realm of both politics and sexuality. He also seeks to
show how these principles of symmetry are challenged or
undermined in various ways by the plays themselves. The
result is an exacerbation of sexual and political desire which
invests Cornelian tragedy with its peculiar power and involves
us so deeply in its world.
The most complete critical survey to date of women's
literature in nineteenth-century France.
'The sweetness of her glance - or rather, my evil star already
in its ascendant and drawing me to my ruin - did not allow me
to hesitate for a moment' So begins the story of Manon
Lescaut, a tale of passion and betrayal, of delinquency and
misalliance, which moves from early eighteenth-century Paris
- with its theatres, assemblies, and gaming-houses - via
prison and deportation to a tragic denouement in the treeless
waste of Louisiana. It is one of the great love stories, and also
one of the most enigmatic: how reliable a witness is Des
Grieux, Manon's lover, whose tale he narrates? Is Manon a
thief and a whore, the image of love itself, or a thoroughly
modern woman? Prévost is careful to leave the ambiguities
unresolved, and to lay bare the disorders of passion. This
new translation includes the vignette and eight illustrations
that were approved by Prévost and first published in the
edition of 1753. ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years
Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range
of literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume
reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the
most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features,
including expert introductions by leading authorities, helpful
notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further
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study, and much more.
Between Men and Feminism had its origins in a lively
colloquium at St John's College, Cambridge in 1990. It
discusses how two decades of feminism have affected the
ways men define their own masculinities, and how they have
responded in their own social, sexual and political lives to the
challenges posed by the evolving feminist critiques of
patriarchy and maleness itself. The collection contains a great
diversity of approaches from Britain and North America. It
includes viewpoints from academics, a poet, an educational
researcher and the members of an active men's group. Gay
issues feature prominently, as do psychoanalytical views, and
a number of the pieces provide a refreshingly personal and
practical outlook. Between Men and Feminism shows men
finding their own way within the spaces feminism has opened
to them, rediscovering their own gendered voices and
participating in the transformation of controllong ideologies in
their daily lives. These very readable accounts will appeal not
only to students in the social sciences and gender studies,
but to all men who find themselves responding to the feminist
challenge.
Envy, Rosemary Lloyd says, involves what one would like to
have but does not; jealousy, what one has but fears losing.
Lloyd demonstrates in Closer and Closer Apart how the
passion unleashed by jealousy can illuminate such concepts
as self and other, gender and society. Jealousy, in her view,
exerts a powerful attraction in literature, partly because it
distorts the individual's perceptions of the other in highly
productive ways, and partly because it serves as paradigms
for reading and for storytelling. In this accessible and
elegantly crafted book, Lloyd explores sexual jealousy more
as a literary devise than as a literary theme. She draws her
examples from novels, plays, and poetry spanning many
years and from many countries, mainly nineteenth- and
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twentieth-century France and England but also Russia,
Poland, Germany, Italy, the United States, Canada, and
Australia. Among the writers she treats are Proust, Tolstoy,
Dostoyevsky, Charlotte Brontë, Trollope, Barthes, and
Baudelaire. After discussing various portraits of the jealous
lover, Lloyd asks to what extent the literary experience of
jealousy has been colored by conventional images of male
and female roles. She also examines the ways in which the
jealous lover deals with the "other"—whether beloved or rival.
Finally, she looks at jealousy as a desire for control,
represented through images of incorporation and possession.

In this landmark collection of original essays,
outstanding feminist critics in Britain, France, and the
United States present new perspectives on feminism
and psychoanalysis, opening out deadlocked
debates. The discussion ranges widely, with
contributions from feminists identified with different,
often opposed views on psychoanalytic criticism.
The contributors reassess the history of Lacanian
psychoanalysis and feminism, and explore the
significance of its institutional context. They write
against the received views on 'French feminism' and
essentialism. A remarkable restatement of current
positions within psychoanalysis and feminism, the
volume as a whole will change the terms of existing
debates, and make its arguments and concerns
more generally accessible.
This study challenges the view that all courtly
literature promoted the social status of women.
Unlike previous books which focused on knights, it
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starts from the perspective of the woman
reader/listener. Using reader-response theory,
feminist criticism and recent historical studies, it
suggests that romances taught gender roles, often
inviting readers to criticise and resist them.
This is the first book-length study of the rich operatic
repertory written and performed in France during the
last two decades of the nineteenth century. Steven
Huebner gives an accessible and colorful account of
such operatic favorites as Manon and Werther by
Massenet, Louise by Charpentier, and lesser-known
gems such as Chabrier's Le Roi malgré lui and
Chausson's Le Roi Arthus.
The first comprehensive account of the work of the
French modernist writer Paul Valéry.
In Naturalist Fiction, the first major study of naturalist
fiction as a distinct literary genre, Professor Baguley
focuses mainly on French naturalist literature,
analysing a number of key works in detail, as well as
drawing on examples from other national traditions,
particularly from the English novel.
A new analysis of Surrealist collage in France,
leading to a radical reassessment of Surrealism.
With his complex and unconventional films, Robert
Altman often draws an impassioned response from
critics but bafflement and indifference from the
general public. Some audiences have dismissed his
movies as insignificant, unsatisfying, and
unreadable. Ironically, Altman might agree: he
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makes films in order to challenge filmgoers'
expectations of straightforward narratives and easily
understood endings. In Robert Altman's Subliminal
Reality, Robert T. Self sheds light on Altman's work
and provides the most comprehensive analysis of his
films to date. With close readings of classics like
MASH, McCabe & Mrs. Miller, and Nashville, as well
as the more recent films The Player, Short Cuts, and
Cookie's Fortune, Self asserts the value of Altman's
work not only to film theory and the entertainment
industry but to American culture. Book jacket.
Paradigms Regained is James L Battersby's effort to
reclaim for literary study certain legitimate territories
that have been needlessly abandoned on the
theoretical battlefield. Despite assertions to the
contrary by poststructuralist or new historicist critics,
Battersby contends, it is still possible to talk
intelligently, rigorously, and usefully about such
issues as literary intentionality, stable references,
determinate meaning, and objective value judgments
of literary works. What enables Battersby to make
his argument is his reliance not on continental
thought but on Anglo-American analytic and
pragmatic philosophers, including Donald Davidson,
Michael Dummett, Nelson Goodman, Hilary Putnam,
John Searle, and Israel Scheffler. Battersby
synthesizes and builds on their work in a way that is
at once fresh and distinctive.
Mathews examines work by writers and painters
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working in France in the twentieth century.
Karen Henson explores a wealth of new historical
material about singers and opera performance in the late
nineteenth century.
In this book Floyd Gray explores how the treatment of
controversial subjects in French Renaissance writing
was affected both by rhetorical conventions and by the
commercial requirements of an expanding publishing
industry. Focusing on a wide range of discourses on
gender issues - misogynist, feminist, autobiographical,
homosexual and medical - Gray reveals the extent to
which these marginalized texts reflect literary concerns
rather than social reality. He then moves from a close
analysis of the rhetorical factor in the Querelle des
femmes to consider ways in which writing, as a textual
phenomenon, inscribes its own, sometimes ambiguous,
meaning. Gray offers richly detailed readings of writing
by Rabelais, Jean Flore, Montaigne, Louise Labé,
Pernette du Guillet and Marie de Gournay among others,
challenging the inherent anachronism of those forms of
criticism that fail to take account of the rhetorical and
cultural conditions of the period.
The Unintended ReaderFeminism and Manon
LescautCambridge University Press
Michèle Longino examines the ways in which
Mediterranean exoticism inflects the themes represented
in French classical drama. Longino explores plays by
Corneille, Molière and Racine; Le Cid, Médée, and Le
bourgeois gentilhomme among others. She offers a
consideration of the role the staging of the near Orient
played in shaping a sense of French colonial identity.
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Drawing on histories, travel journals, memoirs and
correspondence, and bringing together literary and
historical concerns, Longino considers these
dramatisations in the context of French-Ottoman
relations at the time of their production.
This book studies the first-person position adopted by
many of the medieval troubadours of southern France in
its relation to language and society.
This book addresses the issues of collecting, consuming,
classifying and describing the curiosities, antiques and
objets d'art that proliferated in French literary texts during
the last decades of the nineteenth century. After Balzac
made such issues significant in canonical literature, the
Goncourt brothers, Huysmans, Mallarmé and
Maupassant celebrated their golden age. Flaubert and
Zola scorned them. Rachilde and Lorrain perverted
them. Proust commemorated their last moments of glory.
Focusing on the bibelot (the modern French term for
knick-knack, curiosity or other collectible), Janell Watson
shows how the sudden prominence given to curiosities
and collecting in nineteenth-century literature signals a
massive change in attitudes to the world of goods, which
in turn restructured the literary text according to the
practical logic of daily life, calling into question
established scholarly notions of order. Her study makes
an important contribution to the literary history of material
culture.
This book offers a socio-historical reinterpretation of
Proust's Remembrance of Things Past. Breaking with
recent trends in Proust criticism, Michael Sprinker draws
on historical scholarship to assess Proust's portrait of
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French society, and shows that the novel's account of its
class structure and rivalries was both precise and
critically engaged. He argues that in other areas, notably
the nature of nationalist sentiment and gender ideology,
Proust offers insight into phenomena studied only in
fragmentary ways in previous historical writing on this
crucial period.
In this 1999 book, Julie Candler Hayes offers an
ambitious reinterpretation of a crucial aspect of
Enlightenment thought, the rationalizing and classifying
impulse. Taking issue both with traditional liberal and
contemporary critical accounts of the Enlightenment, she
analyses the writings of Denis Diderot, Emilie Du
Châtelet, the Abbé de Condillac, Buffon, d'Alembert and
numerous others, to argue for a new understanding of
'systematic reason' as complex, paradoxical and
ultimately liberating. Hayes examines the tensions
between freedom and constraint, abstraction and
materialism, linear and synoptic order, that pervade not
only philosophic and scientific discourse, but also
epistolary writing, fiction and criticism. Drawing on the
insights of a wide range of theorists from Adorno,
Habermas and Foucault to Deleuze and Derrida, she
offers a dialogue between the eighteenth century and our
own, an ongoing exploration of the question, 'what is
Enlightenment?'.
French Dressing looks at the ancien régime's scenarios
of libertine seduction--unsafe sex and its consequences
for women's lives. It places the gender performances of
male and female-authored novels in dialogue in order to
recover the complexity of a century obsessed, as we are
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today, with writing and living plots of desire. French
Dressing exposes the erotic anxieties behind a national
culture of sexual self-display--French undressing.
The late nineteenth and early twentieth century was a crucial
period in the emergence of new modes of representation, and
is currently at the forefront of critical inquiry. This book
presents imagination as a central concept in both literary and
art criticism, and brings this approach to bear on works by
Rimbaud, Mallarmé, Kandinsky and Mondrian. This allows
Dee Reynolds to redefine the relationship between
Symbolism and abstract art, and to contribute important new
methodological perspectives to comparative studies of poetry,
painting, and aesthetics.
Third Agents: Secret Protagonists of the Modern Imagination
brings together a varied and fascinating range of
contributions to explore the role of third agents in the postEnlightenment literary imagination, including modern
narratives such as film. It centres on the figure of ‘the third’ –
conceived imaginatively as a liminal agent transgressing
social, cultural and spatio-temporal boundaries, and
conceptually as the vital yet often problematic element in
theories of discourse that seek to operate beyond binary
codes of meaning. This figure is revealed to be a ‘secret
protagonist’ of modernity, neglected by, and eluding the
scope of, existing intellectual and literary histories.
Contributors to this volume are drawn from diverse theoretical
backgrounds, encompassing work in dialectics,
psychoanalysis and systems theory. Through their focus on
literature and media, they seek to understand how those
conceptions of the third relate to imaginative figurations. This
volume offers the first comprehensive account of third agency
in modern literature and its intellectual and imaginative prehistory. It provides an accessible combination of close
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readings and theoretical reflection, presenting figures who
inhabit in-between territories such as the adventurer, the
bastard, the priest, the angel, the adulterer, the poet and the
outcast. These figures are read as protagonists in a
genealogy of modernity that has not yet been written. The
essays here also provide fascinating answers as to why these
secret protagonists often became major figures in modern
philosophy and literary theory, and give new insights into
such writers as Benjamin, Barthes and Derrida.
William F. Edmiston revises current theories of what
narratologists call &"focalization&" and applies his revised
theory to four eighteenth-century French memoir-novels.
Hindsight and Insight contributes to our knowledge of the
history and evolution of the novel by demonstrating that
France's earliest novelists were already engaged in the kinds
of narrative experimentation that are usually associated with
modern writers. It presents an analysis of the narrative point
of view in both its theoretical aspects and its practical
applications. Edmiston exposes the inadequacies of current
concepts of focalization and proposes a revised concept that
is applicable to personal narration, one that can
accommodate all the focal possibilities available to the firstperson narrator. He applies this concept to four French
memior-novels: Les Egarements du coeur et de l'esprit by
Marivaux, Manon Lescaut by Pr&évost, and La Religieuse by
Diderot.Each of these well-known novels offers a different
case study and raises specific theoretical questions of
selective focalization, forms of reported speech, problems of
temporal ambiguity, manipulation of the reader, narratorial
reliability, and cognitive privilege. Edmiston's study proposes
a reading of the novels that resolves certain problems of
interpretation raised by other recent studies.
This is the first full-length study in English of Michel Leiris's
work. Frequently cited as a central figure in contemporary
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French culture, Seán Hand explores Leiris's participation in
some of the most striking intellectual and artistic movements
of the twentieth century; surrealism, ethnography and
existentialism. Hand locates his writing in these different
contexts in relation to the major artistic, political and
philosophical concepts of the period. He goes on to argue
that Leiris's multi-volume autobiography stands as the model
form of self-enquiry in the twentieth century.
Taylor explores the work of François Villon and his
relationship to his predecessors and contemporaries.
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