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One of the most important texts of modern times, Herbert
Marcuse's analysis and image of a one-dimensional man
in a one-dimensional society has shaped many young
radicals' way of seeing and experiencing life. Published
in 1964, it fast became an ideological bible for the
emergent New Left. As Douglas Kellner notes in his
introduction, Marcuse's greatest work was a 'damning
indictment of contemporary Western societies, capitalist
and communist.' Yet it also expressed the hopes of a
radical philosopher that human freedom and happiness
could be greatly expanded beyond the regimented
thought and behaviour prevalent in established society.
For those who held the reigns of power Marcuse's call to
arms threatened civilization to its very core. For many
others however, it represented a freedom hitherto
unimaginable.
This book provides a comprehensive and concise
overview of the main debates on citizenship and the
implications of globalization. It argues that citizenship is
no longer defined by nationality and the nation state, but
has become de-territorialized and fragmented into the
separate discourses of rights, participation, responsibility
and identity.
A provocative critique of the U.S. political system and
popular culture's influence on young people contends
that today's children are being victimized and intimidated
by the government's quick-fix solutions to contemporary
problems.
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Consumer society is an unquestionably complex social
construct. However, after decades of unremitting
dominance there are signs emerging that it is starting to
falter, both as a coherent and durable system of social
organization and as a strategy for societal advancement.
Debates concerning how we can transition beyond
present energy- and materials-intensive consumer
society are beginning to gain greater salience. Social
Change and the Coming of Post-Consumer Society aims
to develop more complete appreciation of the relevant
processes of social change and to identify effective
interventions that could enable a transition to supersede
consumer society. Bringing together leading
interdisciplinary experts on social change, the book
identifies and analyzes several ongoing small- and
modest-scale social experiments. Possibilities for macroscale change from the interlinked perspectives of culture,
economics, finance, and governance are then explored.
These contributions expose the systemic problems that
are emblematic of the current condition of consumer
society, specifically the unsustainability of prevailing
consumption practices and lifestyles and the persistence
of inequalities. These observations are summarized and
extended in the final chapter of the book. This volume
will be of great interest to students and scholars of
sustainable consumption, sustainability transitions,
environmental sociology, and sustainable development.
This handbook is currently in development, with
individual articles publishing online in advance of print
publication. At this time, we cannot add information
about unpublished articles in this handbook, however the
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table of contents will continue to grow as additional
articles pass through the review process and are added
to the site. Please note that the online publication date
for this handbook is the date that the first article in the
title was published online.
From one of today's most eminent thinkers--a piercing
examination of poverty in the modern age If "being poor"
once derived its meaning from the condition of being
unemployed, today it draws its meaning primarily from
the plight of a flawed consumer. This distinction truly
makes a difference in the way poverty is experienced
and in the chances to redeem its misery. This absorbing
book traces this change, and makes an inventory of its
social consequences. It also considers ways of fighting
back advancing poverty and mitigating its hardships, and
tackles the problems of poverty in its present form. The
new edition features: Up-to-date coverage of the
progress made by key thinkers in the field A discussion
of recent work on redundancy, disposability, and
exclusion Explorations of new theories of workable
solutions to poverty Students of sociology, politics, and
social policy will find this to be an invaluable text on the
changing significance and implications of an enduring
social problem.
This lucid introduction to the sociology of consumerism
examines the relationship between production and
consumption in late capitalist societies. The historical
and theoretical discussion provides the student with the
tools to examine key themes in the sociology of
consumption. After a detailed historical overview of the
advent of consumer society, Peter Corrigan examines
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theoretical accounts of consumption and consumer
practice, including: Veblen and conspicuous
consumption; Mary Douglas on the world of goods; Jean
Baudrillard on the system of objects; and Pierre Bourdieu
on cultural capital. This historical and theoretical
discussion provides the student with the tools to examine
key themes in the socio
`This book was radically challenging when it was first
published, and is only more so today as the concept of
consumer collapses under the weight of its many
meanings' - Madeleine Bunting, Columnist, The
Guardian Western-style consumerism appears
unstoppable. Yet it is has failed to deliver greater
happiness and is now facing major environmental,
population and political challenges. This book examines
the key Western traditions of thinking about and being a
consumer. Each chapter posits a consumer model with
examples from the international community. Readers are
invited to enter an exciting and radical analysis of
contemporary consumerism which suggests that
consumerism is fragile and consumers unpredictable.
Updated with new material, this Second Edition looks at
the impact of new technologies on consumerism and the
consolidation of consumerism and 'consumer' language
in spheres like education and health. The authors
discuss the spread of consumerism to developing
countries like India and the effect of demographic
change and migration. The fallout from 9/11 and United
States military hegemony is examined, as is the
influence on consumerism of Islamic fundamentalism,
the anti-globalization movement, environmental concerns
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and depleting natural resources. This book is of interest
to advanced undergraduate, postgraduate and MBA
students taking courses on behaviour, buyer behaviour,
customer behaviour, consumers and society and
retailing. Any one interested in better understanding
consumerism will also find this book a fascinating read.
This timely book provides the definitive concise
introduction to the phenomenon of Zygmunt Bauman.
After introducing the man, his major influences and his
special way of 'thinking sociologically', author Blackshaw
traces the development of Bauman's project by
identifying and explaining the major shifts of emphasis in
his work – the break with Marxism and the postmodern
'turn', and the subsequent refocusing on 'liquid'
modernity – as well as offering a clear and accessible
guide to the key conceptual hinges which move the
reader on. This book, the only concise introduction to
Bauman's work on the market, goes on to explain the
importance of the full range of persistent themes
concerning Bauman, dealing specifically with
individualization, freedom, identity, community, social
control, consumption and waste, building a penetrating
understanding of why these issues matter for this Key
Sociologist. Bauman's ideas have impacted beyond
sociology into criminology, political theory, cultural
studies, leisure studies and so forth, and have also now
penetrated outside the walls of the academy into social
policy, welfare reform, social work and politics. Making
use of pedagogical features such as boxed sections,
chapter summaries, an annotated bibliography and links
to further reading, this well-written text assumes no prior
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familiarity with Bauman's work and will appeal to anyone
in any of these fields wishing to get acquainted with the
ideas of one of the world's most wide-ranging thinkers.
With female migrants dominating low paid and everexpanding domestic work worldwide, this book brings
together the voices of 120 migrating women of 28
national identities and 10 different religious affiliations.
Together they tell how patriarchal and religious gender
codes in the family and at work shape their new lives in
London, Berlin and Istanbul. Through their own
accounts, the study explores the intersecting multiple
and gendered identities women carry from their home
countries and how these are reshaped, challenged,
changed, or not, as they encounter different structures,
traditions and cultural codes in their new countries. With
women’s propensity for collective organising, whether
via community, social movements or trade unions as a
central theme, the authors also bring together issues of
migration, work and identity with trade union and
community organizing. Migration and Domestic Work is
an important source for scholars and practitioners in
each of these fields.
Stylish, bold, fiery, and full of zest, this book could well
have been called Embodying Entrepreneurship . . . for
perhaps the first time, we have a cultured, scholarly, inthe-flesh treatment of entrepreneurial life. Ranging from
striptease to de Sade, the aboriginal to Christo, and the
grotesque to the sublime, The Politics and Aesthetics of
Entrepreneurship is a tantalizing and critically refreshing
work throughout. This one could easily become the bad
boy book of entrepreneurial studies, given how strongly it
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challenges (slaps?) existing entrepreneurship studies.
Daved Barry, Universidade Nova de Lisboa, Portugal
Daniel Hjorth and Chris Steyaert make a unique
contribution to management education. Their ability to
illustrate complex ideas through theatre and visual media
is outstanding and much appreciated by a wide
audience. This book is no exception. Their insights into
the nature of entrepreneurship are fresh and original.
Their style of presentation is both rich and rewarding.
This is a book to surprise you and it will. Heather Höpfl,
University of Essex, UK . . . the four books comprising
the series would certainly be a valuable addition to any
entrepreneurship library. However, each book also
stands alone as an individual purchase. Lorraine Warren,
International Journal of Entrepreneurial Behaviour and
Research This fourth book in the New Movements in
Entrepreneurship series focuses on the politics and
aesthetics of entrepreneurial processes, in order to shed
light on entrepreneurial creation itself. Presenting original
empirical material, the eminent contributors examine
control and entrepreneurship in various organizational
contexts. They go on to demonstrate how control can be
exercised entrepreneurially, how art brings an
entrepreneurial force into society, and how
entrepreneurship operates by aesthetic moves. The
need to move beyond the traditional focus on the
economic and business implications of entrepreneurship
is also discussed, as is the relevance of political and
aesthetic theory to our understanding of
entrepreneurship as a creative force. The book provides
entrepreneurship studies with a new language, that in
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itself is an aesthetic effort with political implications,
resulting in new theoretical, empirical and practical
possibilities. It will prove a fascinating read for students,
academics and researchers with an interest in
entrepreneurship and management and creativity and
aesthetics.
From bestselling writer David Graeber—“a master of
opening up thought and stimulating debate” (Slate)—a
powerful argument against the rise of meaningless,
unfulfilling jobs…and their consequences. Does your job
make a meaningful contribution to the world? In the
spring of 2013, David Graeber asked this question in a
playful, provocative essay titled “On the Phenomenon of
Bullshit Jobs.” It went viral. After one million online views
in seventeen different languages, people all over the
world are still debating the answer. There are hordes of
people—HR consultants, communication coordinators,
telemarketing researchers, corporate lawyers—whose
jobs are useless, and, tragically, they know it. These
people are caught in bullshit jobs. Graeber explores one
of society’s most vexing and deeply felt concerns,
indicting among other villains a particular strain of
finance capitalism that betrays ideals shared by thinkers
ranging from Keynes to Lincoln. “Clever and
charismatic” (The New Yorker), Bullshit Jobs gives
individuals, corporations, and societies permission to
undergo a shift in values, placing creative and caring
work at the center of our culture. This book is for
everyone who wants to turn their vocation back into an
avocation and “a thought-provoking examination of our
working lives” (Financial Times).
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There has been an explosion of publishing in the faithwork movement in the last twenty years. Work is
increasingly seen as the new frontier for Christian
mission. However, the church and theological colleges
have failed to keep up with the interest among, and
needs of, workplace Christians. This book is the urgent
corrective that is needed, moving past Theology of Work
101 to much deeper encounters with God's word as it
relates to daily work. These twelve academic papers look
at work through three different lenses: the workplace, the
church, and theological education. It is prefaced by Mark
Greene from the London Institute for Contemporary
Christianity, reflecting on what work, church, and
theological education would look like if there was no
sacred-secular divide. In the concluding remarks, the
editors imagine a future where each domain is
transformed by the gospel, working dynamically together
for the life of the world. While academic in terms of depth
of thinking, quality of research, and referencing of crucial
sources for further exploration, this book is never dry.
Rather, it's life-giving and provocative for every vocation,
asking fundamental questions of the reader: What is the
work that God is calling you to do? How can the gospel
transform your work? And how well-positioned are
churches and colleges to be at the forefront of
transforming vocation? With contributions from: Mark
Greene James Pietsch Peter White Peter Docherty
Gordon Preece Keith Mitchell David Fagg Ian Hussey
Colin Noble Andrew Matthews Sarah Bacaller Samuel
Curkpatrick Maggie Kappelhoff
In this new book, Bauman examines how we have
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moved away from a 'heavy' and 'solid', hardware-focused
modernity to a 'light' and 'liquid', software-based
modernity. This passage, he argues, has brought
profound change to all aspects of the human condition.
The new remoteness and un-reachability of global
systemic structure coupled with the unstructured and
under-defined, fluid state of the immediate setting of lifepolitics and human togetherness, call for the rethinking of
the concepts and cognitive frames used to narrate
human individual experience and their joint history. This
book is dedicated to this task. Bauman selects five of the
basic concepts which have served to make sense of
shared human life - emancipation, individuality,
time/space, work and community - and traces their
successive incarnations and changes of meaning. Liquid
Modernity concludes the analysis undertaken in
Bauman's two previous books Globalization: The Human
Consequences and In Search of Politics. Together these
volumes form a brilliant analysis of the changing
conditions of social and political life by one of the most
original thinkers writing today.
The study of consumption in social life is growing.
Moving from being a relatively unimportant part of the
processes of production, distribution, and exchange,
questions of how people consume and to what ends now
occupy center stage. Today's capitalism is exemplified
by a global arena of consumption in which distance is no
obstacle to distribution and ownership. Equally, social
distinctions that accompanied classically "modern" forms
of consumption are now more complex and fluid than
classifications of "high" and "popular" culture allow. This
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book addresses the rise of consumer culture and the
various attempts to explain and account for it. It
considers the view that a particular generational
framework was formed in the post-war period and has
been carried on into the early twentieth century with
particular consequences for the experience of later life.
The rise of individualism, of mass consumption, leisure
and lifestyles have been accompanied by the
democratization of social forms and for many a corrosion
of community and social cohesion. The text highlights
how understanding is gained from examining the
generational habits that developed in tandem with the
rise of mass consumption. Drawing on historical
perspectives and comparative studies, the book
addresses social change with reference to generation
effects and conflict. Having set the scene in terms of the
literature on consumption, lifestyles and generational
change, the volume poses key questions in relation to
the transformation of later life that are addressed in turn
by the contributors. This is a key volume as we enter the
second decade of a new century.
*** 'This powerful, speaking-truth-to-power book is an
essential read for everybody who wants to stop feeling
clueless and helpless about the impacts of cosumerism,
and start doing their part to help create a more
sustainable world.' - Layla Saad 'The book is a blueprint
for anyone who wants to do better' - VOGUE 'SUCH
integrity. Aja is no bullsh*t.' - Florence Given 'Consumed
takes us through the hideously complex topic of fashion
and sustainability, from its knotty colonial roots to what
everyday people can do to uproot those systems, today.'
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- Yassmin Abdel-Magied Aja Barber wants change. In
the 'learning' first half of the book, she will expose you to
the endemic injustices in our consumer industries and
the uncomfortable history of the textile industry; one
which brokered slavery, racism and today's wealth
inequality. And how these oppressive systems have bled
into the fashion industry and its lack of diversity and
equality. She will also reveal how we spend our money
and whose pockets it goes into and whose it doesn't
(clue: the people who do the actual work) and will tell her
story of how she came to learn the truth. In the second
'unlearning' half of the book, she will help you to
understand the uncomfortable truth behind why you
consume the way you do. She asks you to confront the
sense of lack you have, the feeling that you are never
quite enough and the reasons why you fill the aching
void with consumption rather than compassion. And she
makes you challenge this power disparity, and take back
ownership of it. The less you buy into the consumer
culture the more power you have. CONSUMED will
teach you how to be a citizen not a consumer. 'An
absolute must-read for any person who wears clothes.' Orsola de Castro 'A hugely compelling exploration of a
culture of exploitation and how, together, we can end it.' Gina Martin 'Barber's isn't just a voice we should listen to
- it is a voice we MUST listen to.' - Clementine Ford 'If
you buy one book about sustainable fashion, make it this
one. Consumed is an urgent call to action to demand a
fashion system that is actually fair for both people and
planet, not just Big Fashion billionaires. I adore Aja and I
love this brilliant book.' - Venetia La Manna
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This book surveys the theological and cultural appropriations
of the Protestant concept of vocation in order to argue for a
vocation that has political traction in modern workplaces. It
uniquely brings together insights from recent works in political
theology and consumer culture studies along with analyses of
self-help literature to accomplish this task.
Despite decades of greater gender awareness at work in
Western countries, gender inequality in the executive suites is
alive and well. "The Face of the Firm" highlights new critical
perspectives on the relationship between hegemonic
masculine cultures, gender embodiment, and gender
disparities in corporate organizations. Using data from over
100 interviews with female and male executives who worked
for some of the most prestigious advertising and computer
firms in the world, the book makes important connections
between the empirical data and contemporary sexism in the
United States and United Kingdom. The book refocuses the
debate of executive work, organizational spaces, and gender
inequality on gendered bodies at work. It also demonstrates
that gendered and sexualized relations among executives
often construct the production process. The book makes a
contribution to masculinity, gender, and work scholarship and
is organized along three key concepts: homogeneity,
homosociability, and heterosexuality. These address such
factors as the organizational locker room, sexual and
heterosexual spaces at work, and the construction of women
and men as different workers. This conceptual model is
crucial for evaluating the mechanisms that support male
dominance among highly skilled professionals and
executives."
The Sociology of Consumption: A Global Approach offers
college students, scholars, and interested readers a state-ofthe-art overview of consumption the desire for, purchase, use,
display, exchange, and disposal of goods and services. The
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book’s global focus, emphasis on social inequality, and
analysis of consumer citizenship offer a timely, exciting, and
original approach to the topic. Looking beyond the U.S. and
Europe, Stillerman engages examples from his and others’
research in Chile and other Latin American countries, Europe,
the Middle East, Africa, and East and South Asia to explore
the interaction between global and local forces in
consumption. The text explores the lived experience of being
a consumer, demonstrating how social inequalities based on
class, gender, sexuality, race, and age shape consumer
practices and identities. Finally, the book uncovers the
important role consumption has played in fueling local and
international activism. This welcome new book will be ideal
for classes on consumer culture across the social sciences,
humanities, and marketing.
'Ordinary Lifestyles' contains a collection of new essays that
explore how various media texts bring ideas about taste and
fashion to consumers, helping audiences to fashion their
lifestyles as well as defining what constitutes an appropriate
lifestyle for particular social formations.
Rehabilitating and Resettling Offenders in the Community isa
significant examination of the historical development of
workwith offenders and their treatment by the state and
society. Itoffers unique perspectives and a wealth of
information drawn fromnumerous interviews with probation
staff. Highlights how the work of probation staff has changed
overtime and the reasons behind these changes Includes
discourse with probation staff carried out over manyyears for
a comprehensive, ‘insiders’ view of thesituation Focuses on
contemporary issues, including the changes broughtin by the
Conservative/Liberal Democrat coalition Written by a leading
academic with extensive experience in theprobation service
Religions of Modernity' challenges the social-scientific
orthodoxy that modernization inevitably erodes the sacred,
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and documents - in rich empirical detail - how modernity
spawns its own religious meanings by relocating the sacred to
the self and the domain of digital technology.
This book explores the sociological basis of contemporary
society and shows how social workers experience tensions
and contradictions in practice.
There is mounting evidence that ever-increasing consumption
in the developed world is leading us down a path to
ecological collapse, and doing our society no favours. Design
and architecture are often willing accomplices in consolidating
the deep social and political problems of spiralling
consumption. But how does sustainable consumption affect
design, and what role can design play in bringing about
change? Designing De-growth argues that, rather than being
a threat to design, an absolute decline in material
consumption offers up a huge range...

While recent Labour and coalition governments have
insisted that many unemployed people prefer state
benefits to a job, and have tightened the rules attached
to claiming unemployment benefits, mainstream
academic research repeatedly concludes that only a tiny
minority of unemployed benefit claimants are not strongly
committed to employment. Andrew Dunn argues that the
discrepancy can be explained by UK social policy
academia leaving important questions unanswered.
Dunn presents findings from four empirical studies
which, in contrast to earlier research, focused on
unemployed people's attitudes towards unattractive jobs
and included interviews with people in welfare-to-work
organisations. All four studies' findings were consistent
with the view that many unemployed benefit claimants
prefer living on benefits to undertaking jobs which would
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increase their income, but which they find unattractive.
Thus, the studies gave support to politicians' view about
the need to tighten benefit rules.
Contemporary Theorists for Medical Sociology explores
the work of key social theorists and the application of
their ideas to issues around health and illness.
Encouraging students and researchers to use
mainstream sociological thought to inform and deepen
their knowledge and understanding of the many arenas
of health and healthcare, this text discusses and critically
reviews the work of several influential contemporary
thinkers, including – Foucault, Bauman, Habermas,
Luhmann, Bourdieu, Merleau-Ponty, Wallerstein, Archer,
Deleuze, Guattari, and Castells. Each chapter includes a
critical introduction to the central theses of a major social
theorist, ways in which their ideas might inform medical
sociology and some worked examples of how their ideas
can be applied. Containing contributions from
established scholars, rising stars and innovative
practitioners, this book is a valuable read for those
studying and researching the sociology of health and
illness.
Mark Davis offers a critical enquiry into the sociology of
Zygmunt Bauman, focusing on his English-language
writings from the 1960s onwards. The book contributes
to sociological debates about modern society by offering
an interpretation of Bauman's work b
This book provides an introduction to the historical and
theoretical foundations of consumerism. It then moves
on to examine the experience of consumption in the
areas of space and place, technology, fashion, `popular'
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music and sport. Throughout, the author brings a critical
perspective to bear upon the subject, thus providing a
reliable and stimulating guide to a complex and manysided field.
We are all trapped by modern life. Trapped! Trapped by
work, consumerism, stress, debt, isolationism and
general unhappiness. We will each spend an average of
87,000 hours at work before we die. We will spend
another 5,000 hours getting to and from work and
countless more preparing for work. Worrying about work.
Recovering from work. The majority of us hate our jobs.
But without work, we can't buy all the things we've been
told we should want and need, so around we go...
Through the pages of New Escapologist magazine,
Robert Wringham has been studiously examining the
traps of modern life, questioning where our commitment
to them stems from and why we are so unable to break
free. Taking inspiration from the great Escapologist Harry
Houdini – who escaped from jail cells, straitjackets, and
even the innards of a dead whale – Wringham applies
Houdini's feats as a metaphor for real life, proposing the
principle of Escapology as a way to cut loose our
shackles. Become a modern-day Escapologist and
freedom and happiness might be possible after all.
In this volume, Zygmunt Bauman examines how the
definition of being 'poor' has changed in light of the
growth of consumerism in Western society, and also
attempts to evaluate the relevance of traditional methods
of tackling poverty.
This book explores developments in social theory, social
experience and social policy in relation to Social
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Exclusion. It examines the origins of the term and
implications of the difference between the ideas of
'exclusion', 'underclass', 'residuum' and related concepts.
The discussion is informed by the application of
Complexity Theory.
Consumer Culture and Society offers an introduction to
the study of consumerism and consumption from a
sociological perspective. Author Wendy Wiedenhoft
Murphy examines what we buy, how and where we
consume, the meanings attached to the things we
purchase, and the social forces that enable and
constrain consumer behavior. Opening chapters provide
a theoretical overview and history of consumer society
and featured case studies look at mass consumption in
familiar contexts, such as tourism, food, and higher
education. The book explores ethical and political
concerns, including consumer activism, indebtedness,
alternative forms of consumption, and dilemmas
surrounding the globalization of consumer culture.
"This book compiles and integrates highly innovative
work aimed at bridging the fields of anthropology and
consumer behavior." —Journal of Consumer Affairs "...
fascinating... ambitious and interesting... " —Canadian
Advertising Foundation Newsletter "... an anthropological
dig into consumerism brimming with original thought... "
—The Globe and Mail "Grant McCracken has written a
provocative book that puts consumerism in its place in
Western society—at the centre." —Report on Business
Magazine "... a stimulating addition to knowledge and
theory about the interrelationship of culture and
consumption." —Choice "[McCracken's] synthesis of
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anthropological and consumer studies material will give
historians new ideas and methods to integrate into their
thinking." —Maryland Historian "The book offers a fresh
and much needed cultural interpretation of
consumption." —Journal of Consumer Policy "The volume
will help balance the prevailing cognitive and social
psychological cast of consumer research and should
stimulate more comprehensive investigation into
consumer behavior." —Journal of Marketing Research "...
broad scope, enthusiasm and imagination... a significant
contribution to the literature on consumption history,
consumer behavior, and American material culture."
—Winterhur Portfolio "For this is a superb book, a
definitive exploration of its subject that makes use of the
full range of available literature." —American Journal of
Sociology "McCracken's book is a fine synthesis of a
new current of thought that strives to create an
interdisciplinary social science of consumption
behaviors, a current to which folklorists have much to
contribute." —Journal of American Folklore This
provocative book takes a refreshing new view of the
culture of consumption. McCracken examines the
interplay of culture and consumer behavior from the
anthropologist's point of view and provides new insights
into the way we view ourselves and our society.
This book provides a clear and concise introduction to
the concept of consumption and to the wide-ranging
debates about the nature and consequences of
consumer society. Community and social class appear to
be in irreversible decline. Job insecurity has grown, and
fewer people see work as giving meaning to their lives.
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Instead they turn to consumption for social standing, a
sense of identity, and personal fulfilment. We appear to
be living through a profound transition from a society
based on production to a new social order, the consumer
society, from which there is little chance of escape. The
book analyses the relationship between the rise of
consumerism and the transformation of the world of
work, including the new demands for ‘emotional labour’.
It concludes by examining the limitations of consumer
organizations and consumer protection in a promotional
culture dominated by global brands and saturated with
advertising, corporate sponsorship and product
placement. This lively book will be essential reading for
students and researchers in sociology and cultural
studies.
Digital communication has altered the flow of global
information,evolved consumer values and changed
consumption practices worldwide.New Perspectives on
Critical Marketing and Consumer Society provides an
illuminating, challenging and thought-provoking guide for
all upper-level students of marketing,branding and
consumer behaviour.
Explores the relationship between social theory, families
and changing issues in familial relationships and charts
social and economic changes and their impact on the
family.
Deeply theological review of our habits of relationship
with money Eve Poole offers us a book at once deeply
theological and imminently practical. She invites us into a
conversation about theology—the ways in which we
attempt to understand God—and their various
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implications. She then shifts the conversation to
consumerism, raising questions along the way as to how
God might view the practice—and how we might better
understand our place as Christians within that system.
Drawing on the Church’s rich traditions of Social Liturgy,
Buying God calls on the Christian community to renew its
confidence and strength in proclaiming this good news.
Uniting theoretical work on theology, capitalism, and
consumerism with a scheme of detailed practical action,
the book explores how we can wean ourselves off the
material and on to the eternal, through prayer, example,
and vibrant social action. “Knowledgeable and
accessible, as adept at exploring economics as at
delineating theological method, Buying God offers a
steady hand through the demands of global capitalism
and the seductions of human desire. Eve Poole offers an
example of how theology is always politics, and always
devotional–and, at its best, both at the same time.”
Samuel Wells, Vicar of St Martin-i n- the-Fields.
The Romantic Ethic and the Spirit of Modern
Consumerism was first published by Basil Blackwell of
Oxford in 1987. A paperback edition appeared two years
later, while in the following five years it was reprinted four
times. However although the intervening years have
seen the appearance of Italian, Portuguese, Slovenian
and Chinese editions, no copies have been available in
English since 1998. This Alcuin Academic edition has
therefore been published in order to fill this gap, and
more specifically to meet the needs of those academics
and students who have contacted me over the past six or
seven years in search of an English-language version of
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the book. Naturally I have considered writing a revised
edition (which indeed some critics, as well as a few
friends, have suggested is long overdue). -Amazon.com.
"a rich inter-weaving of carefully articulated critical
stances... It is impossible, in a short review, to do justice
to the quality and variety of all these perspectives... The
result is strong coverage of the territory set out in the
title, in ways that many working in the field will find
valuable." (Phil Hodkinson, Journal of Education for
Teaching) Universities are undergoing a series of
profound changes. One of the more pronounced of these
involves the partnerships that are now being formed
between business enterprises and higher education. The
emergence of these partnerships has much to do with
the changing economy, which is increasingly based
around knowledge and information - the traditional stockin-trade of the university. Knowledge capitalism has
given a renewed impetus to higher education. One
expression of this is work-based learning, which
challenges the scope and site of the university
curriculum. This book analyses this development from a
number of perspectives: critical, historical, philosophical,
sociological and pedagogical. Its various contributors
argue that work-based approaches contain much that is
challenging to the university, and also much that could
help to create new frameworks of learning and new roles
for academics. Working Knowledge offers a
comprehensive examination of the new vocationalism in
higher education.
With the advent of liquid modernity, the society of
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producers is transformed into a society of consumers. In
this new consumer society, individuals become
simultaneously the promoters of commodities and the
commodities they promote. They are, at one and the
same time, the merchandise and the marketer, the
goods and the travelling salespeople. They all inhabit the
same social space that is customarily described by the
term the market. The test they need to pass in order to
acquire the social prizes they covet requires them to
recast themselves as products capable of drawing
attention to themselves. This subtle and pervasive
transformation of consumers into commodities is the
most important feature of the society of consumers. It is
the hidden truth, the deepest and most closely guarded
secret, of the consumer society in which we now live. In
this new book Zygmunt Bauman examines the impact of
consumerist attitudes and patterns of conduct on various
apparently unconnected aspects of social life politics and
democracy, social divisions and stratification,
communities and partnerships, identity building, the
production and use of knowledge, and value
preferences. The invasion and colonization of the web of
human relations by the worldviews and behavioural
patterns inspired and shaped by commodity markets,
and the sources of resentment, dissent and occasional
resistance to the occupying forces, are the central
themes of this brilliant new book by one of the worlds
most original and insightful social thinkers.
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